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sent that it can be truthfully saidsad
there axeare no more

another important fact is this that
nations do not grow in equal propor-
tion at all times spencer and others
claimcham that individual development gen-
erally is accompanied by a decrease in
the birth rate whatever the cause of
this phenomenon is the fact seems to
be established france is an illustration
oft it and statistical figures cocovering
the eastern states point in the same
direction instead of a problem of over-
population there toIs one of the opposite
mature to which some day perhaps the
serious attention of the wise men of
the earth will be directed the
malthusianMalthMal idea tois an ugly specter the
orealeationvea tion of an ill governed imagination

LESSONS TO legislatures
calling attention to the lessons of ex-

perienceperi ence isin a thankless task often
andad when the moral of such lessons is
soughtought to be impressed upon legisla-

tive bodies whose members have axes
to grind thi prospect of a successful
result is particularly discouraging but
lessons have been taught in idaho and
utah in connection with the last session
of their respective legislatures which

oughtlight not to be forgotten
the idaho legislature at its last sea-
on spent week after week in a tire-

someame expensive long drawn out sena-
torial contest which so engrossed the
time and mind the lawmakerslaw makers that
they could not possibly give due at

to legislation the wasting of
90 large a part of the session in this
way caused ata pell mell rushing through
off bills without mature consideration
and to save time many were casseapassed
without being read in full in open ses-
sion asaff required by a provision of the
state constitution bills that had been

meadead by title on their introduction re
berred to a committee and favorably
vereportedported were finally passed by both
houses without being read in full
members voting for them on the
strength of the committees report in
therother words they were passed by the

committee rather than by the house
a9 thing expressly intended by the state
constitution be made impossible
the result tois a deplorable condition

toin reference to the laws of the state
its supreme court has decided one of
the acts unconstitutional which was
passedgassed in this way and of course the
decision applies to all other acts passed
ton the same way not alone at the last
session of the legislature but at all
the sessions that have been held since
the adoption of the statestafe constitution
go80 far reaching is the effect of the de-
cision that it has raised the question
whether any law under which any leg-
islature subsequent to the first was
elected was valid and this in turn
springs the question whether any of
the laws on the statute book of the
state passed by any except the first
legislature are valid

A rumor has come down from idaho
to the effect that a movement is on
lootfoot looking to the reconveningconveningre of the
legislature by a proclamation by the
governor for the purpose of impeach-
ing the justices of the state supreme
ourtbourt for having rendered a decision

chatanat toIs causing so much trouble to the
state but in this connection the serto

comic question arises which legisla-
ture shall the governor convene shall
ft be the last one concerning whose
lection there Is a question of validity

orr shalldball it be the first one elected ur
der the provisions of the enabling act
passed by congress the gravity of
theiffie dilemma tois inepincreasedeased by the alleged
act that so many members of the first

legislaturetegi slature have died or removed that
a quorumquorkm could be obtained only with
difficulty and perhaps not at all

such are the problems that are

troubling the bench bar officials and
general public of idaho and these 1

problems are largely due to the fact
that members of the legislature devot-
ed their time efforts and attention to
the furtherance of the schemes of am
bilious politicians rather than to the
duties for the performance of which
they were elected and paid by the
people

of the fP situation in idaho itmay be said that the members of the
last legislature were elected in pur-
suance of the provisions of what pur-
ported to be a valid law their election
was the result of bona fide action by
the people of the whole state in whom
all powers of government originate
they were sworn in and assumed officeofficin a formal and public manner and inlike manner proceeded with the dis-charge of their duties and the exerciseof their powers as legislators they
were in the fullest sense de facto off-
icers and the rule of law is that the
acts of de facto officers while they ac-
tually conticontinuepue in office are valid as
to the public under this rule the
validity of all acts passed and business
transacted by the last idaho legisla-ture would undoubtedly be affirmed by
the courts provided such acts werepassed or such business was trans-
acted in the manner provided by theconstitution and laws of the statehence in case an extra sessionsess I1on ofthe legislature becomes necessary thelast one elected Is the one to be reconvened

while idaho was struggling withproblems that arose out of the fatuityof her solons a sensationsens altion in the sameline was sprung in utah by the rais-ing of a question affecting the validityy
of the codified laws of the state as
passed by the last session of the lelegis-lature

gle
attorney R B shepard whowas a member of that body and chair-man of the house judiciary committeewhich had charge of the code bill whileit was pending in the lower branch ofthe assembly nR fw dflaggva

ago the startling statement that thecode was not in force because it had
not been properly published and hidhadnot received the two thirds vote in
each house necessary to the dispensing
with publication and for the further
reason that from the printed volumethe enacting clause is omitted

As good luck has it neither of these
points is well taken the code bill as
shown by the journals of both houses
received on final passage by each
house a two thirds vote the enact-
ing clause appears in the original bill
and was omitted from the printed vol-
ume by direction of law but were it
not foror the fact that the bill received
a two thirds vote in each house it is
hard to say where utah would be at
in reference to her statute book

to the suffragists of idaho and
utah the moral of all this Is plain
they should choose for legislators men
who are devoted to the interests of the
people rather than to aspirants forfoi
seats in the united states senate

JAPAN ON THE OUTLOOK

close observers of events in eastern
asia believe that japan Is actually
preparing to strike a blow somewhere
at no distant date the formation of a
military council composed of the mar-
shals of the country the commandercommaader
in chief of the army and an admiral
and the return of general kawakami
to active duties are regarded as infal-
lible signs of preparations torfor hostili-
ties the last named officer is the
strategist of the country it is his duty
to lay plans of attack or defensedefensesas the
case may be and upon the military
council devolves the duty of devisdevisinging
means for the carrying out of his plans
the summoning of these officials toto

their posts of active duty appears to
be but the preliminary of a crusade IW1
some direction can it be that the
mikado believes that time has come
for a test of strength with russia

in some quarters it is regarded asaaprobable that such a contest would not
be entirely to the advantage of thelatter country japan has now anarmy double the size of that whichwas available during the war with
china her navy is modern in every re-
spect the pall mall gazette believes
that japan could finish off all the rus-
sian and german warships east of thesuez canal in short order and that
even great britain has not a vessel lairithe north pacific capable of stand-ing in battle against some of thejapanese ships nor is this estimate ofthe strength of the flowery kingdom
believed to be exaggerated the people
themselves have supreme confidence tjli
their ability to fight and the recentchange of ministry indicates the pre-
vailing determination not to suffer
without protest the humiliation of loog
in one advantage after another securedsecuredp
by the treaty of peace

it is not unlikely that the precipita-
tion of hostilities by japan would be
followed by dire consequences itif great
britain closes the suez canal and allcoaling stations to the combatants
neither russia nor germany would b I1in a position to send a sufficient squad-
ron to eastern asia the Japjapaneseaneg
would soon be swarming all over corea
and would perhaps invade russiajk
territory to send reinforcement sev-
eral thousand miles over a railroadaa
likely to be destroyed in places by hos-
tile soldiers and beatbeal back an army
within easy reach of supplies would beno easy undertaking torfor russiajapans strength and military ambi-tion are subjects of interest torfor tilethereason that it Is believed that her gov-
ernment may some day show special
interest in the fate of the Hawaiihawaiianalb
islands

A PENNY SAVED

As a result of the operation of thothe
penny savings system an chicago dur-
ing the past year nearly hahaa
been deposited by children of that city
that Is regarded as a good beginning
the system shows equally good
in other places wherever put in opera
tionalon in some parts of the country
penny savings banks axeare established
in the schools the teachers keepkeensavings stamps for sale and the chil-
dren as soon as they have saved ulutoa little amount are encouraged to kopewup an account in a bank

it Is of great importance that chil-dren early should be trained to save
with some it Is natural to do so80 baibut
the great majority of them must bebtaught the importance of being care-
ful in the matter of expenditures just
as they have to be instructed in othermatters necessary to their temtemporalDoraror spiritual A good ex-
ample set by the parents in the direc-
tion of economy and some savings plauplanwhereby the child can be made to re-
alize the value of money and otherproperty would undoubtedly save man
from the fate of a spendthrift locallocalpenny savings banks for the practical
instruction of the young generation
deserve encouragement

james A joyce dry good merchantwhose place of business is washi-
ngton street oakland cal and who
lives at 10 fourteenth street waftwaastruck down at thirteenth and washi-ngton streets about 10 sundaysundarnight by some one unknown he may
die A series of peculiar circumstancescircumstanceirsurroundinganding the affair seem to impli-
cate a friend of the unfortunate man
and the police are just now puzzler
over the entire matter


