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AN OLD TIME DANCING PARTY

those who today attend a ball in utah
expect to enter a linefine hallball well lighted
and tastefully ornamented and to dance
to the best of music because this is the
general rule but it was not always so
in utah as many of our elderly people
will recollect to illustrate the differ-
ence I1 give a sketch of one whichaich I1 at-
tended in early days

it was in parowancarowanParowan iron county in the
fall of 1851 the largest house in the
place was a log building used for sunday
meetings schools dancing and other
public assemblies and in this the merry
makers met As this party was to be
rather a swell affair extra exertion
was made to obtain the best of music
regardless of expense and so totu 0 fid
diers were engaged instead of one the
usual number and each gentleman was
expected to bring two candles to pay for
his ticket those not burned to go to the
musicians as their pay this was no
small matter as candles were very
scarce and generally were kept in re-
serve for cases of sickness or other ex-
tra occasions

this wise arrangement as to candles
promisedpronased a brilliant room butbur unfortu-
nately when the time arrived to light up
it was found no one had brought a can-
dlestickdlestick the committee their minds
overburdened with the magnitude of the
affair had entirely forgotten this feces
sary appendage to a candle but when
was young america hindered from
irig by so slight an impediment some
took their jack knives stuck a blade inin-
to a log and this when partly closed
would hold a candle very well others
rushed home and brought large potatoes
or turnips which were transformed
quickly into candlesticks by slicing onoff
ttheb bottom for a base and by making a
hole in the top to hold the candle and
shingles stuck between viethe logs at inter-
vals made very good brackets for them

then we come to the dance themusicians are seated at one end of the
room upon a table while the company
occupy seats a ong the sides formed of
rough boards covered with quilts and
upheld by blocksblacks and benches the
younger part of the company show un-
mistakable signs ofat impatience until
the bishop in humble rayerprayer asksasksI1 the
blessing of god upon ttethe evenings en
joyoyment he ceases and expectation
lights uptip every eye numbers one to
twelve cries the floor manager and all
holding those numbers rush for their
partners the numbers by the way
were drawn lottery fashion from a hat
passed around at the commencement
but one of these dancers was a youth
evidently new to social functions of this
kind and was a picture of embarrass-
ment and unrest as he sat casting covert
slglancesances towards hisbis girl his first boy-
ish love perhaps watching the moment
when hebe could lead his partner to the
floor unobserved bybv any one and she
apparently a little flurried too here a
couple of tall gawky youths are just bow-
ing awkwardly to their partners but un-
luckilyItIC they stand back to back and are
a little too near each other the result
is a collision entirely spoiling the dignity
of their salute and causing a titter in
those lucky enough to witness the scene
much to the inward wrath of the un

lucky youth but the music and circle
all quickly banish all remembrance of
the incident and away they go how
delicious to watch this elderly couple
who are just learning to dance the
only thing they seem to have really
learned is how to make the most mis-
takes
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in a given time but no one
laughs at them as they evidently are
doing their best and friendly hands pull
them this way or push them the other
until the figure is finished and they
stand the picture of pleasure and con-
tent as having got through thus tar a
very difficult undertaking

most young men in nose days con-
sidered that the greater the number of

steps they could executeto the second
the greater their skill as dancers and so
the boys feet flew and the girls skirts
swished in marvelous fashion but
such violent skill brings copious mois-
ture to the brow which the lewfew who are
lucky enough to possess a handkerchief
removeremove by its use while others not so
favored by fortune use their shirt
sleeves to wear a coat on such an oc-
casion would sadly interfereinte fere with this
convenience a coat being an article otof
no real use and always in ones way
besides this most otof the boys
own a coat but wore shirts of linsey or
flannel with two big pockets on the
bosom the second figure being
finished the caller cries promenade
all you know where 1 and each swain
proudly leads his pabaitneraitner to her seat
but new arrivals have filled all vacant
places so ononee ggirlirl holds another on her
lap the boys looking on enviously and
wishing they could hold them instead

after a while a rest is called some
one sings a song or speaks a few words
until all are rested then on witti the
dance about ir p m many glances
are cast towards a corner where many
baskets pails and pans are piled and
and the younger ones whisper when
will they have the picnic reproved
by their elders their eyes still plead
though their tongues are silent for you
know boys are always hungry but
others too are hungry and soon the
eatables are all spread by the sisters
and eaten with a relish

let us examine the contentscontent of this
pan here is a cake a little dark in
color perhaps wellwei that is because it
is sweetened with homemadehome made molasses
made from corn stalks beets melons or
parsnipspar snips each of which will make a
passable syrup here are cakes with
dried service berries in them rather
tasteless but it is the best we have and
good enough for anybody sugar is al-
most unknown raisins and spices en-
tirely so but luckily happiness does
not depend upon delicacies and all are
happy without them

again the dance goes on and by this
time the candles are becoming short and
flaring what is that fellow doing oh
just scraping off as much as possible
thee greaseease that has dripped upon his
only coat as hebe sat under one of the
candles he says nothing but his eyes
speak volumes of wrath poor fellow I1

he only wears his coat upon the most
momentous occasions and we must ex-
cuse hisbis ill feeling but oh the perver-
sity of human nature his mind be-
comes serene as hebe beholds a rival en-
gaged in a similar manner or the girl

who had refused his escort to the ddancescraping the tallow from her best dress
the girl whom he has idolized in se-

cret for the last three weeks seserves
her right he says to himself Sshenoting his look of exultation aat hafh
trouble vows inwardly to get even withhim even if she has to marry him to ac-
complishcom it

the dance is dismissed with benbeneciobenedio
tion and all have enjoyed it not annan un
kind word or oath has been heard not outasingle breath tainted with liquor p
and good will have reigned supreme

and now while the mothers gather
their pans and baskets a crisis is ap-
proachingproaching which to the inexperienced
isis appalling while it is to others a dedie
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lightlut anticipation the pairing oftand seeing the girls home see ththose
two youngsters timid wherewhere girls afeconcerned but brave as lions when
facing indians or grizzliesgrizzliergrizz lies they bbaft
secretly watch the same girl and ttry tomeet her at the door fondly believebelieving
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no one notices them vain thong
she sees them both and secretly rer
cices as she perfectly undunderstandsr1
while seemingly utterly unionsunconsciousClia S offall she carelessly delays to give
opportunity and is trying to decidecide
which of them to favor as they ail

thus it rustymay bepbe she may beunconsciously settling for good or fax
ill the most important event of her liliec
a union that may endure throughthrough all toeeternities or may result in finalnal andl
eternal separation J

this description of an old time paparty
is not a fancy sketch but will be rreco
nihed by many of the older reareadersers
the news as a true picture and brinigbrine id
their remembrance many happy breunireunion
in days long past with friends wwooi
long ago have passed behind the vvaa
but I1 will confidently no mmore
real enjoyment can today be found indancingdancina party or a bradley martin bail
than those of olden time within the I1IOK
walls and upon the rough floor of 0primitive schoolhouse
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WISE management AND MORLMORE

it was aunt laural I1 knew that
could not be mistaken although sevel
years had passed since I1 had seen neland during that period I1 hadbad passed ti
boundary from childhood to maidmaimardeildeil
hood she stood in the hall door as ropened it and looked very hard at Mmcl
as if to make sure itif I1 really could fc
the little lol she had sent away from attwithout kissing because she was apanc
with the childs mother

but I1 did not wait for her to seset
the question I1 just threw my an
around her neck and screamed ouk
IMmotherotherl oh mother heres Aaunt
laural 3

by the time mother had jumped
thrown the stocking she had just unishfinis Amending into the basket thrust the
darning needle into the cushion aandnd 3

brushed her apron and hands I1 nad
marched aunt lauralaum into the room and t
the two sisters who seven years adofa
bad parted in icy coldness now elona oi

braced and lorfor some moments sobsobbed
and weweptt on each others necks

As TI1 stood and watched them
thought of the meeting of jacob
esau and I1 wept too almost an
would have done the same

laura mother said at last


