to trust him. To them, he is the Gov-
ernment. To him, they are alot of
undeveloped, tull-grown ohildren,
whose individual peculiarities he
understands, and can use to control
them at pleasure. Now comes a
change of administration. For no
reagon in the world except to give a
place to some political worker, this
experienced m:n 8 removed and a
green hand put in his place. Every
time 1hut this huppens, the Govern-
ment deliberately invites a disturb-
ance that may cost many livea and ia
sure to cost many dollars. The Indi-
uns resent the removal of the man for
whom they have come to cherish a
kindly foeling. They know nothing
about ‘victors’ and ‘apoils;’ they know
only thatthe man thay trust has been
sent away. and charge of them been
transferrcd to a stranger whom the

hate for his very strangeness, e
enters this atmosphere of hostility,
and in mine cases out of ten
has not the least idea of the
nature of the beings he must
deal with, or the metheds he ought to
use. What the result is we have seen
over und over again. It ia this hide-
ous aystem ihat i responsible for no
small part of the present trouble. And
it ia a system so obviously designed to
muke trouble thut its continuance in s
civilized nation is a marvel of stupid-
ity. Tt woul- be far more sensible to
make every commissioned officer in
the regular army n political appointee,
and to change the whole list of them
from genoral down, every time a Pres.
ident is elecied, than to enforce the
spoils aystem in the Indian bureau.
It would be more reasonable to re-
move every school teacher aud pastor
of a church in the country afier an
election than to change Indian agenls
to make place for more politicians,
Yet this is the worse than foolish, tho
absolutely criminal poliey that is pur-
sued in Indian alfairs as a matter of
course. As long as Lthere are to be

agencies uml agents, we cannot hope |:

for evon a decent measure of success
with the Indian until civil service re-
form, in its most radical ahape, is ap-
plied to the whole bedy of the Indian
servico.”’

e

ASSASSINATION OF SITTING BULL

THE {nllowing, which appears in
the New York Worid of the Dec.
19th, in the form of a special from
Bismarck, N. Dakota, probably
giver the correct account of the
murder of Sitting Bull. Tt furnishes
an exXplanation of the statement
which appeared in soine of the
prejudiced and evidently ‘‘doctored?®’
desoriptions of the tragedy, to the
effect that the body of the dead
chief prescnted a horrible appear-
ance, leading to the inference that
it had been mutilated: 49

“*Corporal Gunn, of the Eighth Cav-
alry, who was with the expedition
that went to capture Sitting Bull, says
it is not true that the old chietf was
killed while resisting arrest, and on
the strength ef the corporal's story it
is being urged that Sitting Bull was
murdered in oold blood.

“The corpora! passed through here
today on his way to St. Paul to apend
Ohristmas. ‘I'o your correspondent
he said:

‘‘Lisutenaut Bull Head, of the In-
dian police, went to Bitting Bull’s
houss, opened the door and com-
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menced reading the warrant for his
arrest. Sitting Bull and his two sons,
one alad of twelve, were the only per-
30ns in Lhe shach. The chief carried
arms us all Indians do. He came to
ihe door and the young son gave a cry
of alarm on seeing the houase sur-
rounded by police. Hg no sconer
eried out than Bull Head, wilhouta
moment’s hesitation and before any
resistance was offered, fired at Sitting
Bull, the ball piercing his breast im-
mediately over the left nipple. As he
staggorod he managed to draw his re-
volver and fire one shot while falling,
the bullet lodging in Bull Head's
thigh.

“Sitting Bull fell about six feet
away from the door. Bis horse was
standing near the house and Red
Tomahawk jumped upon it and Hew
to the troops with the news. Crow
Foot, the boy, was nextkilled, und he
fell across the body of his father. The
combat waa then hand to hand, Sitting
Bull’s enraged followers rising up
from the brush like magic.

“Sitting Bull's scalp was lifted by
ane of the braves whoge identity is
unkown. Some of the Indian police
swear that Red Tomahawk fired the
death shot, but as it is kmownto a
oertainty that Bull Head shot him
throughthe left breast, the postsur-
geon thinks that this was the fatal
wound. Red Tomahawk is not a
permanent policemuan, and did not
wear a uniform at the time. He is
evidently scared, a8 he refuses to say
anﬁ't'ulng of his part in Sitting Bull's
killing.

“Sitting Bull's body was in a hor-
rible shape. In fact all the dead were
Irightfully mutilated. One of the In-
diang battered the dead chieftain’s
face with a plank. Afler tiring of this
sport he balanced it across its nose
and with muniacal giee loli it in tuat
position. The oyes weie gouged out
and the few remaining hairs were
aligpad off, tho moCcasiny removed
and nearly overy stlich of clothing
carried away for relics.

‘It waa learned tonlght from a gen-
tiermnan  just from Standing KRock
Agenoy, that Siting Bull’s body,
when brought in from @Grand River,
was taken to the Military Hospital to
be dissected. The Indians ai Lhe
agency, the police and friendly Indi-
ans, would bhave nothing to do with
the body. It is said that on the morn-
ing when the body was to be buried a
couple of soldiers took the box sup-
posed to contain the body and dumped
it into an isolated grave away lom
the graves of the oither Indians, and
guard was placed around it. It is an
open secret that the box did not con-
tain the remains and that the guard
was pul on the grave as s blind. It 18
belivved that Nitiing Bull’'s body is
now in the diasecting room and that
in time the skeleton will turn up in
SOLNe yselm,

“Among Sitting Bull*a offects were
found letters and doeuments of all
descriptions froma all over the country,
most of them from people inclosing
slips of paper for hi8 autograph, but
he never responded to these requests
unless a tut monetary consideration
came with the letter. Mis signaturs
always commanded $1, and he found
ready sale for it. All he could write
was his name, and that in a painful
serawl, ¥

“There were several communica-
tions from Mrs. Weldon, the woman
who olaims that she was sent out from
quoklyu, New York, by an Indian
gociety. She came Lo ‘the agency
about a year ago, but she created a
feeling of discontent among sume of
the Indians and the authoriiies repeat-
odly ordered her off the reservation.
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She finally said she loved Sitting Bull
and went to live with him on Grand
River. She was a remarkably fine-
looking womun, thirty years old, and
had a son ten years of age, with iong,
ourly, dark hair. 8itting Bull thought
as mueh of Mrs., Weldon’s young son
as ho did of her, and took great de-
light in putting the youngster on one
of his ponies and riding with him on
his own charger to tho agency on ra-
tion day. Mrs. Weldon took her de-
parture from Standing Rock two
months ago. Tears trickled down the
weather-beaten cheeks of the old war-
rior ug he parted with the little boy.
It was the first time hc cver exhibited
any cmotion. Mrs. Weldon ook the
stenmer Chaske to Sionx City. When
ahe arrived at Pierro the hoy was
strioken with lock-jaw and died. Mrs.
Woidon is a well-edueated, refined
woman, and her actions were a mys-
tery. She is an able writer and fluent
conversalionalist, While in the East,
after the death of her gon. she wrote a
number of letters to Sitting Bull, fore-
telling the terrible tragody enacted the
other day, Sho warned him to be on
the alert, telling him that the mitita
and jealous Indianas wno sided wit
the government were seeking to put
him out of the way?’

SUCCESS OF THE REFORM SCHOOL

THE Utah Reform 8chool i8 one
of the territoriul Ilvstitutions of
which the psople may be proud. It
has received suvme of the worst
speoimens of juveniie depravity that
have disgraced aociety and bas
brougint them under disciplive snd
areformatory Influence which bids
fair to convert them into worthy
members of the body politic. -

There are others who have been
sent to this institution who had not
become 80 eriminal as the class re-
ferred to, but who were sufficiently
upgovernable and prone to do
wrong as lo warrant their detention
in a place other than a prison and
yet witholu liberty from them for a
season.

We are pleased to learn thut under
the just and firm yet temperatt and
constderate policy pursued by Man-
ager Joseph Barton excellent results
have been obtained. Asevidence of
this we cannot do hetter than to re-
produce the following from the col-
umns of the Ogden Standard, with
our congratulations to the Buper-
intendent avd the public on the
success 8o far uchieved :

‘Four boys and two girls of the Ter-
ritorial Reform School will aspend
Christmas at home. Two of the ogs
and one of the girls live in Ogden, the
other three in 3alt Lake. They go
out on parole until they ahall become
of age. The rules-of the institution
permit the paroling of inmates who
show by their conduct ihat they are
worthy to be trusted. They remain
under the custody of the school and
are reguired only to report once in six
montib+ to give Superiniendent Barton
and the board of trustees assurances
that they have kept their agreement

in regard to their deportment.
A Standerd reporter called ut the



