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the forgiveness of that sin for it is a
most deadly sin

the men who hold the priesthood are
but mortal men they are fallible men
they are sinners no human being that
ever trod this earth was free from sin
excepting the son of god from the be-
ginning throughout all the ranks of the
priesthood inin every generation every
human being has been a sinner and has
been forced to confess before the lord
that he was a sinner none is exempt
in this respect there is no exception
asidede from the lord jesus Hhimself this
is true concerning the presidency of the
church it is true in relation to the
apostles nevertheless god has chosen
these men he has singled them out
they have not done it themselves but
he has selected them and he has
placedaced upon them the authority of thevolyholy priesthood and they have become
his representatives in the earth he
places them as shepherds over the flock
otof christ and as watchmen upon the walls
of zion and he holds them to a strict
accountability for the responsibility and
for oethe authority which he has given to
them and in the day of the lord jesus
they will have to stand and be judged
for that which they have done and the
manner in which they have exercised
this authority if they have exercised
it wrongfully and against the interests cff
his work and the salvation of his
people woe unto them in the day of the
lord jesus he will judge them and if

worthy ot condemnation he wih con-
demn them but he does not give the
authority to judge and condemn to man
only in the regularly constituted coun-
cils of his church and those who lift
their voices and their heels against the
authority of the holy priesthood I1 tell
you today as a servant of godgad and I1
wish these young men and young women
to hear my testimony this day and to
remember it as long as they live they
will go down to hell unless they repent

there are many examples in thisinis
church olof a character to prove what I1

here state oliver cowdery who re-
ceived the same blessings and the same
ordinations aasS the prophet joseph or
bained to the lesser priesthood at the
same time as joseph ordained to the
Melchisedek priesthood by the same
angels who visited joseph afterwards
in the kirtland temple beheld the son
of god himself and received the keys
oiof the gathering from moses and the
gospel of Abra tiam and the promises
that were made to abraham irom ehas
and afterwards the keys for the curninturningceifof the hearts of the fathers to the chil
dren and the children to the fathers from
elijah this man so favored of god
after all this lost the spirit otof god
through opposing the prophet josephljoseph 1

he might in one sense and doubtless
did in nisbis feelings rank himself as the
peer of the prophet but god had given
to joseph the keys of the arit strood and
the authority to preside and because
oliver cowdery did not honor that
priesthood and thitthat authority god
withdrew his holy spirit from him and
he lost his standing in the church and
his priesthood was taken from him and
given to another as you wi I1 find by

reading the revelations god gave the
same authority that oliver cowdery
held to ayrhyrumum smith the brother of the
prophet josephaph and thefather of brother
joseph F smith here before hisbis deathbiath
oliver cowdery came back huathumdyly
penitent and was bapbaptizedsized into the
chuich

not only this man but no less than
six of the twelve apostles lifted their
heels against the prophet of god they
murmured at him questioned his author
ity told lies about him or believed lies
about him and ds a result they lost
their standing and others were chosen
to take their places sidney rig-
don whom god designated as a
spokesman for the prophet joseph a
man of great eloquence and of many
gifts a man who was favored of the
lord with that wonderful vision which is
recorded in the section of the book

i of doctrine and covenants who with
joseph beheld the glories of the celestial
the terrestrial and kinRdkingdomsoms
this rianman fell why did he fall be-
cause he not only murmured against the
prophet of god but he even murmured
against god because of the afflictions
the lord permitted to come upon him
in missouri william law who was a
counselor of the prophet joseph took
the same course and he lost his priest
hood and became one of the bitbitterestteres t
enemies of the church of god there
is scarcely any room to doubt but what
he was guilty of contributing to the
shedding of the innocent blood of the
prophet and the patriarch of the church

with these examples before us my
brethren and sisters ought we not to be
exceedingly careful how we speak and
how we act in relation to the priesthood
think of this authority that god has
given unto the officers of this church
our young men receive it as well as the

older ones the authority to go into
the water and baptize people for the re-
missionmission of their sins the authority to
lay hehandsn ds on thosethoce who are baptized and
confer upon them the holy ghost the
authority to lay hands on ottersers and
give them the same authority that they
themselves possess the authority to
bind on earth and it is bound in heaven

to bind wives to husbands for time
and eternity and children to parents
to perform all the sealing ordinances
that are necessary in order to connect I1

one generation with another until we
shall go clear back to our great father
adam I1 think otof ititss imborimportancetance of its
sacredness think of the beneficence
of our god inin bestowing it upon man I1

suppose there was only one man upon
the earth who held the authority that all
you elders in the congregation hold
what would be our feelings toward him
why we would leelfeel like traversing sea
and landland out our lives it nec-
essary to get to such a man who could
bby administering to us certain or-
dinancesdin ances insure to us the forgiveness of
our sins and eternal glory in the pres
trice of god and the lamb Is there
any sc orificesacrifice that we would think too
great I1 know with the feelings we have
had concerning the gosgospelpel that we
would not think any sacrifice too great
to obtain this grand prize but because
wwee have it here among us shall we des-
pise it shall we think lightly of it be-
cause it is so common itif we do this
god will hold us to a strict accounta-
bility think of our great
father accompanied by his son jesus
coming from the mansions of glory to
prepare the way for the ushering in of
this dispensation we can form some
idea of its importance when we reflect
that he sent john who held the keys of
the priesthood from heaven
and then sent peter tamesjames and john
who held the keys of the Melchi sedek
priesthood and continued rosendtosend angels

to confer all other keys that had
held in the various dispensations
to the time of our father adam
coming in his time and season to c
upon mortal man the keys that
necessary for the salvation of nunman
torfor tlethe organizing of this dis ee

in such a manner as to prepare thee 1

for the coming of the lord A 0
I1 have not language to describedeschi tto

the importance of our relationship tt
tttr e priesthood and the greatness
sacredness of the priesthood which afi

lord has bestowed upon us I1 belief
that in the day of the lord jesus
the great causes of condemnation wat
E ders of this church will be their PWpeg
lectelect in appreciating the imimportanceimportant
the priesthood and in magnifying it atit 1

should be I1 ask myself frequently aareM
you living as you should live are
attending to the duties of yourtca Z

so that the lord will accept of 3coufVOU

will there be any of the blood of
generation found on your garments inid J
the day otof the lord jesus forfor ivaevery
one of the latter day saints as wenwell at
the whole human family will have tm
stand before the judgment seatseal of christ s

and be judged lorfor the deeds done in daitf
body if we have used the talents ther
opportunities the authority and die
power which god has given unto Vats
aright then of couisecourse we are promised
great rewards we are promised exalta-
tion and that we shall enter into the
presence of god and sit down at MISSHB

right hand but there are great penal
ties attached to the conduct of those
who do not walk as they should and
discharge the duties and use the oppa
tuniunitiesties that the lord has given them
the latter day saints willill bebeheldheld to a
stricter accountability than any othera
people

I1 was greatly pleased this morninmorningangataf a

the remarks which were made by r
dent joseph F smith respecting that
which devolved upon us it strikes nnme
as the most absurd thing in the world
for a man to call himself a latter day
saint who is a thief or who is a drunk
ardaardoror who is a whoremonger because
with the name of saint is asassociatedsociated
every thir g that is pure it is a hwhoty
name and how can we expect that thee
lord will permit us to bear that name
if we do not act consistently with it I1
have sometimes thought that the prom
aises which god has made to us as a peo-
ple and particularly those which are
spoken of inin the revelations containcontainedned
in the doctrine and covenants to the
effect that after enduring severe punish
ment and making proper atonement
there will be redemption for every hu-
man being that has not committed fltha
urunpardonablepardonable sin I1 have thought that t

these promises have caused a good
many of our brethren perhaps to imbibe 5

the idea that they can commit sin with
some degree of impunity I1 recall to
mind an expression that was made by
bishop george miller who was ordaordainedinea
a bishop after the death of edward par

the lord speaks very kindly ok
miller and calls him a man without
guile some years after this when thataft
temple was completed so that endow
mentsmenis could be given george milletmiller re-
ceived his endowments of courcobrae
great promises are made to us in the en

A great many blessings aream
sealed upon us by virtue of the holy
priesthood and we are promised thatZ

we shall come forth in the momorning ot
the first resurrection clothed with 9glory


