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settle down here in this part of Zion,
and help to build up its waste places.
We have about twenty familles lo-
cated here, they all take the "Deseret
News” and Juvenlle Instructor, and
nearly all take the Improvement Era.
We have not been visited by that grim
monster (as he is called) death, during
the past pear, and no sickness to speak
of. No poor in our midst, that needs
to draw support from the Bishop. We
‘are about giving up our water ditch
and aubstituting the boller and engine
to pump up our water from the river.
We hope for success in this change,
for we have had a white elephant and
by the tall at that, in the other method,
for some peventeen yeuars. Success to

the "Ncws. F. A. HAMMOND,

—

HOLIDAYS 1N GERNMANY,

tin. Germany, Jan. 6th, 1898.
holidays are universally
y the \.ra.riou}?i nations upen
+h's surface.- While we Ameri-
=G et:rt(r :howlng our patriotism and
ﬁaﬁgggy-lovlng spirit by celebrating In-
dependence 128Y the rest of the worid
pehardly aware of ita existence, but
ﬂwrr?eréver we travel as long as we con-
fine ourselves to the realms of Christi-
anity we find* one day as common to
aﬁ 4 is the iight of day and the dark-
2 :sof night. From the time that the
ggivenly messehHEErs Sang praises to
prought to earth pdace and

Steg
Very few
celeprated b

Goc?d a‘gﬂl toward ail mankind, Yea
ﬁf::)m the time that the new star ap-

ared as Aan anpouncement of the
g?rth of the lowly Nazarene, down to
the present €id, Christmas has been
The Day ©of all days, and I do not be-i

any other race of peopie do;
e til’l;néhe observance of thias day or)
mc;re into I8 enjoyments with more |
ﬁga?rgenuine pleasure than do the Ger-:

mans. 1
forehand the show win-
B e difterent establishments

Ofson quite a different appearance
pud 4t requires 2 akilled artist to ar-
?:ng'e such tasty decorations s are
deglctig'e wider streets of the larger
cltl:E in the market places and seclud-
a ecp'rners are found venders of vari-
gua ovaires of every possible description,
poticeable AMONE these being the beau-
tiful German toys of such world re-
nowned fame: these are the regular
Christmag markets, and at night when
{lluminated they present a novel ap-
pearance ‘10 the *unaccustomed eye, as
the thousands and thousands of buyers
pass from one stand to another; and if
you do not intend buylng keep out of
bounds of these wily merchants, for
they are most as hard to get rid of
as o pot of glue after becoming mixed
up with the clothing.

A special feature of attractloa are
the beautiful Christmas trees which]|
occupy most of the remaining availa-
ble space in the city.

The German dames. and lassles, fa-
thers and Bons, are all watching for a
good bargain, and proud is the one
who can bear the beautiful evergrgen
off in triumph to the humble home, for
those of the better class will always
have a servant to transfer It to the

w ng. ‘

e I"ll,l‘{v'é seen boys and girls with their
little wooden shoes raeing over the
pavement to Bee who would first reach
the tree market, and no matter what
the ways are, some kind of a tree must
be had in every family. l|

If you visit the house of a friend the
children will amuse you by rehearsing
thelr 1ttle recitations and songs pre-
pared especially for the Chrigtmas
feast.

The Welhnacht Baum or as we sgay
Christmas tree s first lighted on Heill-
ger Abend, the same as our New Year
Eve, the various colored candles cast-

ing thelr llght upon the lovely trim-
mings and beautiful hangings of gold
and sllver appearance, now reftecting
upon the glass decorations of such
qualnt workmansghip, or perchance
throwing a ray of light upon the group
of presents near the tree, £ause an
angelic smile to illuminate the coun-
tenance of the little ones as they pass
in from the adjfoining room to view
their favorite display. Songs and reci-
tations are now glven. the family in-
ditlge in a nice soclal ghat, coffee and
cake is sure to mppear, the presents
are dlstrlbuted, soon the candies are
extinguished, all depart to their night’s
rest.

1t Is the custom among many of the
people to reserve the presents untll the
morning following Helliger Abend.

On Christmas the family form a
group about the tree the candles are
again lighted and that beautiful song
Taunenbaum 18 rendered by all. The
songs of the Germans for this speclal
time ,0f the year are indeed grand, and
the splirit and life placed thereln make
them all the more appreciative.

Such songs as Heilige Nacht, Tau-
nenbaum, Weihnacht, ete., are ren-
dered by all classes allke, they are the
melodies which have grown ripe with
age, but as I1a ever the case. old songs
are always the best.

Speech-making and singing again go
the rounds of the little ones, and un-
lucky in the youngster who is not pre-
pared with hls part, if for any reason
one fails to respond, he lives in fear of
the Welhnachtamann (Santa Claus) re-
turning and claiming the little presents
he has received, hut very few failures
are noticeable on such an occasion.

Throughouf the whole of Germany
two days are observed for Christmas,
the 26th and 26th of December both arg
national holidays, and during this tme
husiness of all kinds are suspended.
The gecond hoiiday ls celebrated quite
gimilar to the first, and with some a
third day Is obeerved. but this is only
among certain socleties.

During the few remaining daya of the
vear the chlldren amuse themselves
making- visits,digplaying their toys and
in fact. enjoy themselves somewhat
after the fashion of the little ones at
home, {f any special occaston presents
ftgelf. such as one family calling up-
on another. then the tree is lighted and
a good soclal time Iz enjoyed, and so
the tree continues to serve lts pucpose
until after the holidays.

The new Yyear is celebrated in all its
gplendor and among the young men
especially is 8Sylvester Abend or New
Year's Eve, 'looked forward to with in-
terest, the young lIadies, however, do
not seem to think 80 much of this
speclal evening, as their company In
the sports are not particularly solicited,
in fact, under ordinary c¢lrcumstances,
a reapectable girl would hardly dare
venture out on the stret after the hour
of ten. From this time on the main
strects of the larger cities are crowded
with A mass of humanlty, =ilk hats. so
very common in thls gection. are noted
for their scarcity on this particular
night, and if the wearer of one s
noticed by a company of students or
the members of a club. he will undoubt-
edly be followed until his “stovepipe”
elther makes Its disappearance or the
cane carried by ane of the club has
found its way to Its sllky head pgear
and driven the same over his ruffied
countenance. The ery of police will now
greet the ears of the bystanders, but
no one knows who the guilty one is,
and although a double force of officers
are on duty very few arrests are made.

At the hour of midnight as the clocks
on the various steeples chime the de-
parting knell of the Old Year a deafen-
tng ery arises and {8 wafted through
the chilly air and each one answers to
the call of “Prosit Neujahr.” From
now on as you pass along the street
your time is pretty well occupied by an-

'swering this pecullar greeting, and no

one is supposed to pass a persoh Who
ias used these words without repeat-
ing the same, generally in as loud a
mannerr ag possible. If perchance a
young lady is delayed at the house of
a friend until a late hour on her re-
turning home a company of students
will march up to her, circle around her
five or Bix deep and If not interrupted
by an officer they will each kiss the
fair one, 1t would be folly to become
angry as worse treatment would be
sure to follow. Many times the young
people are appréhended by an officer
and marched off’ for safe keeping, but
their pluck is shown to the 1ast as they
generally depart with a cheery “Prosit
Neujahr” to all.

In many of the narrower-streets the
people are only allowed to pass one
way; in this manner the members ‘of
the different gocietles are kept from
surroundinge the wearer of the cylinder

and thus a “jam" 1s avoided.

1

Exeitement often runs so high that
the unfortunate iz followed and many
timer he barely escapes by reaching o
hack and being rapldly driven away.

The sport |s often kept up all night
long. especially is this the case in most
of the beer-halls and I supposv miore
beer 18 used on thls night than during
the whole af an ordinary week. With
those remszin at home it Is somewhat
different: the mother of the family
busies herself In preparing a kind of
dough-nut, friends gather and the -
whole night is set apart for social eh-
jovment, the children many times will
amuse themsaelves hy filling a common
thimble with salt, if they can balance
the same so it will stand then they will
live during the coming Year.

There is a novel little game played by
old and young alike, a glass of water Is
provided and into the same {8 rlowly
poutrad hot lead, as roon as it comes in
contact with the water it hardens and
many very beautiful figures are
formed, the imagination will réadily
help one to clagsify and name the ob-
jects presented, in fact it -Is much like
the viewing of the cloudr on a4 Dice
summer days and noticelng the various
forms which are so easily detected and
which are ever changing.

On New Years Day the usual calls
are made, congratulations are extended
and all are happy in the realization of
the many blessings they enjoy.

J. COLLIE ROE180ON.

IN THE EUROPEAN MISSION.

[Millennial Star, January 20]

Arrivals—Apostle Antlion H. Lund
and Elder Ferdinand F. Hintze ar-
rived In Liverpool on January 18, 1898,
on thelr way to Palestine and Turkey,
where they arc going on a special nmis-
slon, as mentioned in the last tssue of
the Star. Thy expecet to remain a few
days In England. i !

Releases and Appointments—The fol-
lowing named missionaries have been
honorably releascd to return home:
Thomas J. Webster, traveling Elder in
thec Norwich ronference, on January 27,
1%48; Hyrum M. Smith, president of the
Newcastle conference; John W, Craw-
ford, president of the Shailield confer-
ence;J.W. Grace,president of the Liver-
pool conference; Willlamm N. Davis,
travellng Elder in the Leeds confer-
e¢nce; Kdwin D. Harrison, and Charles
Meazom, traveling Klders in the Bir-
mingham conference; George Allan,
traveling Elder ln the Bcottish con-
ference, on February 10. 1898.

Eider Joseph Ik, Walton has been ap-
pointed to presk{e over the Newcastla
eonnference; Elder Don B. Colton over
the Shefileld conference; and Elder Jed
Stringham over the Liverpogl confer-
ence,

A man’s feet may be of the regular
pattern but his cloven breath always
betrays him,



