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RICHARD MALCOME JOHNSTONJOHNST

1 spent an afternoon last week with
onene of the most charming writers of the
unitedunited states I1 refer to richard mal-
come johnston who ranks with uncle

emus and thomas nelson page as
ong the greatest story tellers ofof the

southauth and whose dialect tales of the
georgiaagia hills have delighted the readers
oful ttethe magazines for years it was at
hiss home on west north avenue in bal-

moretiniore that I1 called upon him his
louse is a three story red brick which

18s covered with vines and looks out
uponpon one of the widest streets of the
cityy the living rooms of the family are
oil the second floorbof and ltit was in the
parloroa i

furnished with antique pieces
tthrt t I1 met mr johnston he is not so
nanh today as he was before the war
whennen he owned a plantation in the
southg and possessed the luxurious sur
rounsoundingsdings of a well to do planter of his
milneme liehe lives very comfortably how
verer and his income from his writings

Is
u enough to support well himself and
his farandlydarlilylily it is not generally known
to the public that richard malcometohyn is one of th best educators of
hee united states he was a professor
in taleuie university of georgia at the time
the Vwarlar began and when it closedlealeavinging himself and all his friends poor
he 0openedbened a boarding school for boys at
his

oncelolne near sparta in georgia and
mad hereere foror years and upward
annually
an by teaching he had about
fifty
t boysys who paid him tuition fees ofapo a year and the most famous fam
alies of the south sent their children to
hini
statst veryfy few teachers in the united

es make much asa today can as
fajhoo

20
bg a year and the story of how mr
uston savegave up his school and de

votedvote himself to writing for an incomeabbitutt one tenth this size is an interesti-
ng on he told it to me in response to
ray questions

ow catholicism MADE AN AUTHOR
saidmajd he 1 I like the profession of

teaching
itidaa

ary much and I1 looked upon
insyMY life work I1 never thought of
afta
etwasH

g moneyjoney by writing for pay and
I1 not until I1 came to baltimore that
aldbould write anything which had a real
money
iffth value I1 left georgia on account

herathorthe
her death of my daughter belovedwe loved

w-dHydear Y and I1 could not endure life
I1 A theth 0oldI1 d associations without her

e UP my school and moved to this
fortyand beganS teaching here about

of ilaY boys came from theSouth to
nothot fatore to enter my school and had I1

ahlabl ged my religion I1 would prob-
aair

Y beue teaching today some time
vinvia

I1 canieine here however I1 grew con
wr

ced0 thatlat my religious ideas were
I1 andd from being an episcopalian
cam invertedconverted to catholicism and be-
the

b-
ete

me6morn
a4 memberember of the catholic church
lostst of my students were episco

ofoath andd when their parents learned
the ehangenae in myy religious belief they

andSQ ew their sons from the school
uplip ttulthe result was that I1 eventually gave
writ taching in the meantime I1 had

ten
pub some short stories which were
VIM

shed in a southern mmagazineagazine which

tleTthesah
slethenth en printed herehere in baltimore

know now formon a part of myaly book
tethey U as the Dukes burough tales
thothoiU

Y attractedacted attention but I1 never
UZ of their having any money value

one day mr allenalien the editor of

harpers Mmagazineazine asked me what I1
had receivereceivedrece iveaaf for them he was sur-
prised when I1 told him that I1 had
written them for nothing and he said
that he would be glad to have me do
some writing for harpers and that if I1
could give him stories like those he
would pay for them I1 then wrote some
stories for harpers they were pub-
lished and paid torfor and I1 have been
writing from that time to this my first
story was published after I1 was fifty
years of age

HIS characters REAL MEN AND WOMEN

As richard malcome johnston said
this I1 looked into his bright blue eyes
and could not realize that hehe was more
than seventy years of age it is true
that his hair and mustache are frosted
silver but his cheeks are rosy with
health and his voice has the silvery ring
of youth he is a straight fine lookinglooking
man and he is full of ententhusiasmusi astri anand
life he is modest in the extreme con-
cerning himself and his work and he
told me that it was a continual surprise
to him that his stories were accepted by
the magazines 1 I suppose said he

it is because they are to a large extent
of historical value they picture a peo-
ple and a time which iiis fast passing
away they are true to life and they
are merely my remembrances of the
people of my boyhood the dialect
which I1 use is the language of the peo-
ple

eo
among whom I1 was raised anomyand my

characters are real characters with their
names changed in no place in the
world will you find more individuality
than among the middle class or hill
people of georgia and my stories re-
present these people as they existed
about fifty years ago they are not
crackers or poor white trash but are
the ordinary well to do middle class
types of which you may still find in
some of the rural districts of my state
I1 love them and they know it

HOW HE WRITES

I1 asked mr johnson something as to
his habits of work

he replied that he wrote all of his
stories with his own hands said he
I11 I compose very slowly and I1 revise a
ggreat deal I1 do not see how an authorgeatcann do good work by dictation I1 am
sure I1 could not and I1 think perhaps
frank stockton and some of the other
writers of the day who dictate would do
better work if they wrote with their pens
As for me I1 compose my stories with
my pen in hand I1 start them and let
them shape themselves I1 take up a
character or an incidentincideat of my experi-
ence and by working at it and changing
it this way and that it finally comes into
the finished shape in which it goes to
the printer I1 am very particular as to
the names of my characters and I1 think
that a name should fit the character just

hand in writing I1as a glove fits the
take the first name that comes to me
it does not perhaps suit but I1 go on
with the rest of the story changing thehe
names and rechanging them as I1 reviserevise
it until the names at last seem to me
to fit the characters it is a surprise to
me that the people like my writings I1
am not satisfied with them myself and I1
am always diffident about reading them
in public I1 never read them myself
and I1 dont like to read them to others
still I1 do it but until I1 find ththatat my
audience shows some interest in themhem I1
am bashful and backward I1 feel very
foolishbolish when I1 begin reading on the

platform and this feeling does not dis-
appear untilun til there is some decided in
terest manifested by the audience

FUN AMID GLOOM

your stories are full of fun mr john-
ston said I1 1I have laughed a great
deal over them

indeed was the reply well do
you know that I1 seldom lalihlaugh when I1
am writing them and some 0of my best
work and that which is said by the peo-
ple to be the most full of fun has beenabeen
done under the saddest of circum-
stances I1 am naturally of a melancholy
temperament I1 must have society andi
I1 want to get away from myself one of
my funniest stories was composed short-
ly after I1 came here from georgia TF
was distracted at the time with grief
over the death of my daughter I1 feadearede
as to the result of my change of resi-
dence and it is a wonder to me now that
I1 was able to write at all at the time

do you think it a mistake that yotthoui
did not begin writing at ayounger age
said I1

1 I dont know was the reply 1I
doubt whether I1 would have written any
better if I1 had begun sooner I1 feetfeel
intellectually as strong today as I1 ever
did and I1 write as easily all of my
writing has you know been done within
the past twenty years and during that
time I1 have written seventyseventy five short
stories and several books

HOW STORY WRITING PAYS

6 how about the profits of literature
there is not a great deal of money

in my writing for me replied mr john-
ston 1 I mean I1 dont make from 1 I

to a year by my reading and
writing as billbil1 nye or james whitcomb
riley are said to do if I1 get from

1500 to 2000 per year I1 think it is more
than I1 am worth I1 receive for my work
from 25 to 35 per thouthousand words and
a short story pays me usually and
upwards according to its length and
character it seems to me a great deal
lorfor them

1I find it more difficult to write a short
story than a long one in writing a
short story you have to make every
word tell you must be very concise
and I1 think that conciseness is the great
secret of success in good writing I1
like short stories better than long ones
though I1 would rather turn out one long
story than two short ones I1 dont find
however that I1 am a success as a book-
maker my stories have been put into
book shape inin a number of cases and
they usually sell somewhere from 2000
to copies they dont run much
above this

THE DIALECT STORY

what do you think of the dialect
story

I1 it seems to me that the people do-
not care so much for it as they did inia
the past my stories are in dialect for
this is needed in order to describe the
peopleale of whom I1 write we people of
the south are fond of our dialect and a
party of well educated georgia men
when tctalking socially together will often
drop into the dialect ofof their boyhoodboyhoods
during the days when alexander steph-
ens was in congress a number of well
known georgians often dined with him
at the national hotali I1 was sometimes
presentresent with them and any one to have
geardheard our conversation would have put
us down as ignorant and uncultured
there is a charm about the old dialect


