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POOR EXCUSES FOR IN-

TENDED WRONG

WE have received from washington
nehe report of the judiciary committee
f the house of representatives on
he packer edmunds bill recently

published in the DESERET NEWS toe
ullall report will be found in another

part of this paper it is an explan-
ation of the changes made iuin the sen-
ate billbil i which will be found to corres-
pond with thosethese pointed out in our
remarks accompanying the bill it
also offers some reasons for those
canc languageis and additions and these re-
quireu aire a few comments as several of
atiehe statements are untrue and many
oiof lae arguments are unsound

the mod made lain the first
part otof the bill is praiseworthyand the
reasons offered therelor are clear and
explicit there are three sections
however that indicate me ignorance
of therne committee concerning some of
the subjects on wyica they propose
lelegislationgration they are tilethe sections that
ewayessay to repeal tilethe utah statute pro-
viding for a divulged or marked
ballot that which forbids prosecution
for adultery except on the complaint
of tile husband or the wife and that
which gramsgraalfs to private persons
or corporations rights inia anandd totae public domain there are
no suca laws upon our statute
books therefore the sections aiming to
repeal them are marks oi01 that laeklack of
correct information on utah affairs
which distinguishes both the special
legislation that has been
andaad the arguments of most members of
Cincongressgress in relation to proposed laws

tilethe compiled laws orei uvall olof 1870
contain all tilethe living enactments olof
tilethe legislative assembly up to that
data NOmo such laws as are proposed
to jee repealed can beje found iuin that
volume ororiain any of the subsequent
davs of utah the committee laidveua ve
beabaen impost d upon by tilethe
BJ persons audand
ita wevy taken lorier granted what has beenbeau
t d1 tolo them althoughalthou gu tuethe binetas otof
disproofdt proof were placed within theirr aun but these are

on the bill and we pumigaeu out delely for tilethe purpose oi01
superficial is lao

01ol thelilt cornCUM mitleeMILLee ot01 the sub-
jects ol01 thair proposed legislation

ane revision making tuutae statusdusci oi
polygamy criminal simply cr
iles into law we practice ol01 the ulaicourts ll11 shows thatellitt the
tiou otof those courtscouns thai makes thatthal
st itus unlawful is illegal and
therefore oppressive and eliattuat those
who suffer from that construction are

imprisoned for if tilethe law
already maliesmakes the stasiu criminal there
is no need for the committees new
section and if I1ll11 does not then the
rulings of the courts on that questionare lawless and iniquitous

the intimationLion of thelilt committee that
the amnesty powers contemplated iuin
the bill imply tilethe of their
plural wives by men who it is ad-
mitted have brokenbraken no law shows
that is nomo real mercy or actual
clemency in the proposition that men

be required to proclaim as rulyonly
kept mistreses tilethe wives with
the committee acknowledge relationsrela lions
of interdependence haw been establish-ededardaud feelings of aft ceLion have grown
up for many years is something that
no true man can considercou sider withwita patience
and no human law or authority would
demand certainly it isid a condition
wittiwith which no latter day saint could
comply

the statement that the mormon
system itio antagonistic to all
ideas of european and Americanamerican civil
Izaiiou is18 it is wademade in
ignorance of tilethe spirit theory and
practice of anat systemsybler and is based
ouoil thelae incorrect notion thateliat poilpolygamyeawy

tilethe awault wallermailer rneilie
tuat tull ws fromafroma

of tilethe elameleweeuislits and
olof plural marriagearriageni it is un
in referring to tilethe baule atiab

thatthal sacred record provides torfor sancsan
lions and regulatesregu taley both
audand plural marriageage and shows thatlual
loutrarycoulcout to10 tileme cow statement

LUC twoiwo types otol dowdomesticestic lileble urelare
not absolutelyabsolu iely and in-
consistent but that aney have
aua continued side by bide totogegettier iuin
tile same nation and community for

of ynidy nid tuetae baule lesson
way tibt learned iromfrom tielae practice olof
tilelue two apistp is luin utah for
over a of a century
aney can andaach do coalesceco aleace there
is bothin inm their relations that rre-
quire them to be placed in 66 separateseparate
nationalities 11 angand laere laIs nothinging in

I1 n
the nature ol0101 either which renders it
gutantagonisticagonistic to tintee otheretker it is a subpub

ejectet that the committee evidently do
not underunderhandtand and history flatly de-
nies and irreversibly refutes their as-
sertionssert ions and conclusions

in treating of tilethe ieincorporationcorporation of the
Churchchurch of jesusbestis christ of latter day
kabulabalitsba luts the matter is unfairly and in-correctlycorrectly prosecuted in order to give
legal color to tilethe provision for its dis-
solution an attempt is made to
8showhow that it was enacted by
tthehe state of deseret in opposition
to the law of congress organizing theterritory of iTne facts are that it
was impossible under the organic act
torfor the legislative assembly of theterritory to exist and assemble until
september 1851 the state of dese-ret was only a provisional government
which tilethe people here hudhad a right to
organize pending the establishment of
a form otof government sanctioned by
congress it was dissolved as soon as
it was possible to organize thelae territ-
orial government tlethe dissolution
took place april oth 1851 bendiapending
this tile incorporation act was passeditIL is claimed by the committee that
tilethe act was void ab initioinirio because it
was passed lyby an assembly that had
no legal existence but that ordin-
ance otof tilethe state of deseret was re
enacted by tilethe territorial legislature
and was not only not disapproved by
congress but was recognized as valid
by that body in the act of 1802 which
repealed a part of it and expressly
provided that the act only intended to
repeal that portion of it that was
specified and if the law or tilethe
clicharterarter was void from the
beginning can the committee
tell us why they now seek to
repeal it and to take legal measuresigea to
dissolve a corporation thatthai never le-
gally existed

the committee further state in rela-
tion to the PF E fund corporation
that it was incorporated by the state
of deseret september 11 but
the existing law in relation to thatcompany was passed by the legisla-
ture in 1856 and has never been dis-
approved by congress and accordingaccordine
to rulings of tue supreme court 61ot
the united states it has therefore re-
ceived the tacit approval of the nation-
al legislature

As to the argument that the act in-
corporatingcorporating the church is a law

respecting aa establishment of
religion not thee establishment as
the committee incorrectly quote the
constitution all through their report
it is one of the most childish ever otof
alered by men supposed to be versed in
the law according to this every act
otof every statestale in aeatie union inin regard
to the incorporation of religiousioas bodies
ifis an infraction otof tilethe Cconstitution
and the committees ororiginaligina section in
regard to the property of chocheschatchewchuchat ches in
utah is open to the same objection I1

nobody will surely dispute that
the clause in tile constitution
ahat relates to this matter is to
prevent congress from restricting
preventing or proscribing religion and
setting up a religion to be supported or
regulated by the government the
utah act authorizing the incorporation
of tilethe charch did nut establish any re-
ligion neither did it interfere with tilethe
free exercise otof any religion it simply
permitted a church that had been iuin
existence for more than twenty years
to exercise corporate powers so that
it might be legally recognized in rela-
tiontion toco the holding and disposing of
property

it is not true as stated by the com-
mittee that it was rneinarne church of
deseretUti seret it made no such claim
audand was not called by that name nor
recognized ipin any way as connected
withwita tilethe state neither was it the
church of utah the very genius otof
the church and its institutions pre-
cluded suchbuell a connection or title it
claimed to be established by almighty
god through jesus christ his son gadand
to be independent as a church otof the
power of the state

ane fact that the incorporation was
not denied to other churches aba
claimed by the committee and thatno special powers were granted
to it lain regard to marriage or
other ecclesiastical ordinances is seen
in the language of tilethe law its rights
in thistais respect are only recognized iinncommon with all civil and religiousreligions com-
munitiesmuni ties 11 and as are notio inconsistent
with or repugnant tccc the constitution of
the united states

tilethe committee do not attempt to dis-prove the argument that the churell
corporation is a private corporation
and therefore cannot be annulled byb
act of congress but say they are not
willing to concede that it is a private
corporation perhaps not butbat what-
ever they may concede or refuse to
concedecoucede no10 evidence is given or can hebe

that it lb a public or quasi public
curpcorp theTae committee bayay that

can bar tilethe right otof govern-
ment to it so fur as it
has cowets which are political inia their
nature I1 I1 etc Bbutu t they do not and can
nob bliok wherein its powers are po-
liticalliIl and the proposition is not tiet
destroy its political powers but to
destroydeg troy the corporation altogether i

the statement that the legislature
lavished upon thechiefs of the church

timber water and herd privileges and
large landed estates and that it piave
large portions of these to the church
is partly misleading and the other part
utterly false temporary control olof
certain cacaflonslions ranges and ferideniesleg was
assigned to individuals who hadeahad ex-
pended or were required to expend
large sums for the ppublicbublic benefit notas heads or officers of any church but
as private citizens and this coucouldlanotnot
convey ownership and title for the
land laws were not yet in operation
and when they came wointo force woe I1

individuals and those laudslands were
just as much subject to the laws as any
other persons and parts of the public
domain no grants of land remadewewere cluade
to10 the church that itis anall assertion
that is entirely groundless tilethe
whole statement is incorrect and
merely a repetition of the claptrapclap trap of
anti mormon prevaricators

the pretended account of the babu-
chanan raid upon the territory is par-
tial and oueone sided it does not attempt
to quote from documents as
easily accessible as those referred to
which would prove that the whole
movement was based on mis-
representations to the govern-
ment tilethe committee say pru-
dence prevented the conflict of arms
cesiyes it was that kind of prudence
which found out the falsehood that
prpromoted the campaign and which
exercised before and instead of after
the mischief was danedone would have
been real prudence for it would have
prevented the expedition A little
prudence on tilethe part of the committee
would have caused them to10 live tilethe
whole story or to abstain from any ref-
erence to it

their comments upon a number of
the provisions of the bill are unim-
portant and need no particularcular notice
but the provision requiringlequin ng every male
personpel son to10 register himself before tuelae
welk of tilethe probate court and
give if married the name of his
lawful wife it is claimed will make
a record of all marriagesmaniages heretoforeheretolore
in tilethe territory but the require-
ment includes tile taking of a testtesi oath
that no polygamist will subscribe to
and the only penalty is disfranchise
ment from which he already suffers
now then will this make a record of
all marriages heretofore in tue territ-
ory when it is doubtful whether more
than one fifth of the people willwid regis-
ter the object of ane oath is to pipiee-
ventvenethethe mormonscormonsMor mons from registering
and voting and yet the registerregisttr is de-
pended upon torfor a record of ullall previ-
ous marriages were the committee
dreaming or what was the matter
wilenwhen tueyfaey drafted that section which
aney worded so as to defeat its own ob-
ject

As an apology for the
undemocratic proposition to make
nearly all the offices in the territory
and one branch otof the legislature ap-
pointivepoin tive instead of elective giving to
abebe executive power that inner
antly belongs to the peoplepe oplie tilethe com-
mittee say the united states and tuethe
people thereof are deeply and directly
interested in tilethe molding of tilethe policy
ot the new state they are aure re

merciful powers Uwere
presented when tilethe government
appoints the governor judge att-
orney marshal
postmasters etc andaad tuethe appointedappointet
governor can veto without
restraintted and without remedy
all tae acts otof the peoples
elected Legislalegislature 1 tuethe committee
speak of tilethe necessnecessityiLy of a lair rep-
resentationresen tation otof the united Stasuites ic
the legislature 11 laIs not the absolute
cont oiling power otof the governorGru vernor
and the Uautnonty of congress tolo dis-
approve anyaay act of the legislature
eveneve if signed by the governor repre-
sentationsen tation enough and cannot th
committee iseebee that it tilethe mormon
majority represented in the
lioselioho sebe can check purposedpr posed
oyby thentheir enemies in the upper housch
it would only mikemake an impreg-
nable deadlock thetn e scheme lais chi-
merical and worthy of a com
of rational meninentue apology for tak ing away fromfrem th
people the right to eleelectt their own
superintendent of schools is equal
to the otner the committee bay
this will he in the isiterest of fair

dealing and justice tolo thetae children of
all classes of the poppopulation phew
fheahe arbitrary applin of a person
chosen fromfi om a small mL writy will be

in the interest of fair dealing and
justice I1 to the mamajoritybority will it
where is therea single element otof fair
dealing in the measuvee the children
otof the majority ten to one

I1 the children of the a for
of the latter have no chil dirAn and it its

in the interest of fairness
to authorize one of the minority to
appoint another of the to
manage the educational interests olof
the great majority and de-
cide as to wwhathat text books theyey shall or01
shall not use

this caps the climax of the injustice
and wrong of the edmunds
bill and the fallacy and ened lity of the
arguments in wetee report

apologizes forfontit icare grati-
fied that no valid reason cancaa liebe offered
for the assault proposed uponuiawa the large
majority otof the people of utah ut
feel grieved that american i
are so blinded by prejudice against an
unorthodox religious body talat they
can seriseriouslyoly recommend such rash
and despotic mead ures to10 the congress
of the united 8Si i ates su paxportedarted by
such hollow pretexts arted by such
shallow arguments ard bolstered up by
so feeble an apology for haftbalt
wrong

GRAVE ERRORS IVIN A
LEARNED

THE tendency of modern thoasthoughtht Is lain
the direction of skepticism many
adeptsdep ts I1in scientific research and ex-
perimentperipe i ment appear to devote the ener-
gies of their minds to the production
or support of theories abichwt ich will ex
plain the causes of things without ref-
erence to a divine personalityperson evo-
lution which is1 not a ociescience but only

a philosophy largely based on conjec-
ture attempts to trace the origin otof all
things to self existent animate matter
from which has sprung without exte-
rior aid all the forms and features of
vegetable animal and human life with
all the exhibitions of intellectual and
spiritual power which grace the soul
and shine in the eyes of tilethe believer as
evidences and manifestations of deity

accidental generation natural selec-
tion the transmutation of species
differentiation tae survival of the
fittest and other alleged spontaneous
unplanned undirected causes and
agencies aae taking the place in latter
day ethics of an almighty omniscient
and designing creator from spirit-
ual intellectual and physical man back
to the ape then to the quadruped
thence to the reptile the fish the
mollusc and down to a piece of slime
floating in a stagnant pond so called
science traces the source of the crown-
ing1 work and masterpiece of natureattthe image and offspring of god

As the politicians posing as states-
men have ruled god out of human
governmentgovern men so the philosophers
figuring as scientists navehave banished
god from the physical and intellec-
tual universe to tae latter day
saint or mormon this is ignorancenoranceis
and fatuity instead of knowledge and
wisdom to acknowledge tilethe band of
god in all things is oae of the funda-
mental requirements of iliabis religion
anything enat leads in the direction of
modern skepticism agnosticism or
atheism is to be discouraged by those
who consider faith in god the very
mainspring of proper human action

A watchful care should be exercised
over all departments of learning soeo
that the youthyouthfullul mind may not be
tincturedared with the increasing heresy
and that not only such teachings as
boldly enunciate the nonexistencenon existence of a
personal deity but those that are cal-
culated to insinuate the non necessity
ot a supreme creator and governor
may be suppressed or refuted it is on
tais account that we offer some re-
marks in relation to a lecture reerecentlyantly
delivered in this city a synopsis of
which has appeared in the public
prints we do so with some reluct-
ance lest we should be misunderstood
au intending something personal when
we only design to defend principle

at tilethe summerbummer institute in which
school teachers navehave assembled for a
most worthy object and which has
been attended with many excellent re-
sults some remarks were made by a
very estimable gentleman anu learned
preceptor which as reported are in
yurour opinion liable to mislead and we
Lhereiore express our dissent from
some ideas therein advanced it is
possible that tilethe report does the
aptaker injustice but as it was fur-
nished by authorized persons and has
been gevea to the public we take
it as it appears in print As the
report in the threald was fuller
than what appeared in the NEWS we
copy from the former in order not to
do any injusticeus lice to the lecturer

life which term I1 shall use here as
identical with mind or soul or spirit
is exhibited in its simplest form in a
little lump or daub or unorganized
matter called protoplasm this proto-
plasm when isolated or existing inde-
pendent of or unassociated with or-
ganized matter has been given the
name amoeba it is simply a homo-
genousget iotis mass of slime without organs
and without tilethe least trace of organiz-
ation and still it lives and moves and
eus and growsglows and feels and
all this without mouth or stom-
ach or mumusclesbeles or nerves it
seems to be nothing more
than a fluxingflexing piece of jelly but in ilgit
simple as it may seem to be has been
solved some of the great problems of
life and mind this substance abounds
as slime in every stagnant pool and ia
found in large quantities in the blood
olof every animal under the name otof
plasma

j nowenow if this bit of animated matter
should be touched by any foreign sub
stance it will shrink from and perhaps
move away from the encroaching body
besides using its contractile power in
fleeing it will exercise it in its search
for food ravinhaving come in contact with
some substance proper to maintain its
body it will so shape itself as to en-
velop the substance thus improvising
a temporary stomach Having dissolved
and absorbed all the soluble parts olof
taisluis foreign dead matter and converted
it into its ownowa substance it will again
change ita form or unroll and thus ex-
pel the indigestible and useless frag-
ments in these exhibitions of the
animal we have shown in a primitive
way all the essential properties of
life and mind that is intelligence or
knowing emotional cr feeling and
volition or willing

so we find the three essential quali-
ties of the mind manifested in this bit
of unorganized protoplasm this is
where iftall animal organization origi-
nates it proves that life is the cause
of organization and not organization
the cause of life protoplasm atal
first is one homogeneousoua mass
but finally there makes its ap-
pearancepearance a liitle spot from which
will be thrown out a sort of blister
forming a cell and its nucleus therether
will spring up in this cell a circulation
constantly moving to and from the
nucleus in the same way other cells
may be formed or one cell may divide
into several A new nucleus may spring
up in the old cell which will die
these processes go on until many cells
are formed thesethere cells arrange them-
selves in acertain way to per orm cer-
tain purposes allali animal life cowcom-
mences in this unorganized protop-
lasm cells are formed and multipliedmuFtImultipliedplied
by differentiation they arrange them-
selves in certaincauda orders arminging DOMbone 1

muscle and all other tissues of the
body the senses tilethe most importantim octantI1organs of the body have been ormedfumed
in way and through the senses the
mind holds communion with tilethe outer
world

although it may not have been in-
tended by the lecturer it appears to us
that the three preceding paragraphs
point directly in the line of the modern
evolution heresy in its extremes form
if unorganized matter contains
within itself all the essential qualities
of mind and power to improvise cells
which reproduce themselves and ar-
range thymthemselvesselves in such a manner that
allail animal life is thus formed and the
human organism and the intellectual
powers of man have evolved from this
self moving self adapting unorgan-
ized matter what need is there for anyant
organizing power outside of itic and is
not a foundation thus built for a god
less creed to stand upon

we think the grand mistake of the
theory lies at its beginning howhok can
anat be unorganized matter with-
out the least trace of organization
which livesjives and moves and eats and
grows and feels what is organized
matter Is it not that which nas an
arrangement of parts andisand is animate
organic matter is defined in chemistry
as that which is produced by life miini
contradistinction to inorganic matter
which Is said to be not produced bby
life that is unorganizediced matter
steeles chemistry dic-
tionary support these definitionsdennitions to
organize in this sense is to arrange
audand endow wita the capacity lorfor tuelae
functions of life coleridge asks

I1 what is organization but the connect
tion otof parts in and lorfor a who leso that
each partpare is at once end and means
now apply that to the lecturers bit of
slimeblime with all the essential qualities
of mind and is not this
organized matter if so it had an or-
ganizergauga nizerizer and that is the vital point iain
lliehie whole argument

but the lecturerlectarrr will perhaps claici
that it is matter in the
sense that it does not contain organs
but that which can contract and seize
food extract nutriment expel the
reluse and grow on what it appropri-
ates powers which he gives to thisdils

unorganized animal Isia and exer-
cises the functions of an organ it is
not only but organizedses
matter a living moving feeling
lite says beckardBeBcclard lais organization

in action
tilethe amosia as the lecturer besig

nat s thesetheay unorganized animasani mais
actually have organs of a very low
type they have a singlegingle or double
nucleus and a temporary cavitcavityyandand
sometimes also a contractile vesiclevehicle
they are something more than simple
protoplasm there is an order stillabill
lower than the amoeba namely the

and easa they are one
astestep in advance of simple protoplasm
buuButi even protoplasm which nelie hasbag
confounded or which the report con-
founds with amoeba organized crea-
tures inia every sense otof ane termleim
pospossessespossesses animate powers anaalid is not
unorganized it is organic matter
protoplasm is defined in marchallsmarshallsMar
physiology p 67 as the soft granu-
lar substance so universal in bolh the
animal and vegetable kingdoms and
the earliest recognizable form of or-
ganic matter 11 As the lecturer shows
it has contractile force marshall
says p 13 contractility is that
propertyproperly by which a living tissue is
capable of shrinking in certain direc-
tions so as to undergo a spontaneous
change of form it is distinguished
fromaiom mere elasticity by the factface that it
is a property otof living tissue only

the eminent dr stirling in his refurefa
aaion of Hux leys protoplasmic
sophismssophi sms remarksmaiksre one step far-
ther and we see not only that proto-
plasm has like water a chemical and
physical structure but that unlike
water it has also anall organizedsed or or
gaail strstructure 11 again hebe says

water like usits constituent elements
has only chemical and physical quali-
ties

quali-
fied like wealthem it is stid inorganic
but not so in protoplasm I1 where to-
gether with retentioniou of tilethe chemical
and physical likeness there is the aadd
dilion otof the unlikeness of life of or-
ganization and of ideas As regards
protoplasm p 4142 thustaus proto-
plasm is not anorunorganized matter nei-
ther can it be and navehave the properties

the lecturer claims for it
we contend that protoplasm is or-

ganized matter because it is an ar-
rangementrangement of granules animated with
life and if endoweddowedrn as lae lecturer
claim mind it has a still stronger
claim to be called organized matter
for mind is onlyenly manifested through
organisms the protoplasm needed a
creator or organizer and when it is
represented as unorganized the
claim is set up by implication that
animate matter with all the e
qualities of mind soulgoal or spirit exists
without an organizer infidelity could
claim no more

the idea is incorrect too that all
animal organization originates from
toistais one substance this bit of slime
floating in a pool protoplasm is
various in form and essential qual-
ities although to the superficial
observer it is always the same
professor stricker whose genius is
acknowledged even by huxley says

protoplasm varies almost infinitely
in consistence in shape in structure
and in function critiques alqan ad-
dresses p 39 according to dr
ing there is nerve protoplasm brain
protoplasm bone protoplasm muscle
protoplasm and protoplasm olof all the
other tissues no one of which but
produces its own kind and is

I Chanchangeablegable with the rest Asasere
gards protoplasm p 300 Is not this
then organized matter eack differat


