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a sufficient bar to vice and a poweriul
incentive to virtue.

But the character of the individual is
also largely determined by .maternal
impressions between its conception and
bith. Mauny remarkable instances have
been recorded, and prove how sirong is
the reaction of the mother’s thoughts
and teelings upon her unborn child. A
sudden fright or a disgusting spectacle,
an unpleasant imaginatjon or an impul-
sive and unsalisfied desire, may become
the caunse of much evil and of bitter
disappointment. An infant, for instance,
was born wilh all its limbs broken,owing
to the shock occasioned to its mother
during a severe thunder-storm. And
many a deformed or defective child,
born of healthy and well-formed par-
ents, owes its misfortune to the unex-
pected appearance of some wandering
monstrosity in our streets. On the other
side, it is believed that some of the
noblest characters had their first 1m-
EIJlse to greatness bestowed upon them

y their mother’s care lo avoid noxious
impressions and 1o receive only stimulat-
ing and salutary ones.

Perefixe tells us in bis history of Henry
the Great o} France. that “‘Henry d’Al-
bert, his grandfather, made his daughter
promise to sing a song to him, in order,
said he, that you may bring me a child
who will neither weep nor make wry
faces. The princess had fortitude
enough, in the midst of her pains, lo
keep her word, and sang a song in Bzar-
noise, her own country language. As
soon as Henry entered the chamber,the
child came into the world without cry-
ing; his grandfather immediately carried
him to his own apariment, and there
rubbed his little lips with a clove of zar-
lic, and made him suck some wine out
of a gold cup to make his constilation
strong and vigorous. ‘My ewe,’
said Henry &’ Albert, ‘has brought forth
a lion. This child will revenge me on
Spaip for the injuriesI have received
from her.! * * * He was brought up
in the castle of Coarasse in Bearn, situa-
ted amidst rocks and moumains. Henry
d'Albert his grandfather, would have
him clothed and fed like other children
1 1hat country. They even accustomed
him to run up and down the rocks. It
is said that his ordinary food was brown
bread, beef, cheese and garlic; and that
they often made him walk barefool and
bareheaded.” Can it be doubted that
the Queen of Navarre, who showed so
much beroism to make ber child worthy,
had communicated to him belore his
birth, as well as after, those patrlotic and
lofty impulses which dominated her and
which miade him the victor of Ivry, and
the noblest prince and bravest warrior
of Europe? The memuoirs of his great
Mimrster, Sully, show that Lord Macau-
lay used no exaggeration when he made
the Huguenots sing of him:

Oh! was there ever such a knight in friendship
or in war,

As our Sovereign Lord, King Henry, the
soldier of Navarre.

It was not the physiologists, but the
poets, who first suggested the mysterious
power which a mother's impressions
have upon ber child.as well as the subtle
influence of the mind upon the body.
From Plato’s time downwards, they
have not ceased to teach thal the lorm
reflects the soul and has been moulded
by it, and to urge upon mothers the
duty ot cultivating all virtuous and
noble sentiments. and of sedulously
shunping whatever would contaminate

or lessen the mental, moral, and bodily
vigour of their offspting. They were to
fare simply, to feed their souls with
beauty, to meditate upon all that was
glorious, and to habituate their thoughts
and actions to moral greatness and true
nobility. Even in the matter of reading,
they were to choose only the hest and
purest authors, were to make their com-
mon recreations elevating, and in all
circumstances to preserve a gentle
equanimity. And they were taught that
in so far as they adhered to all this, so
far, in all probability, would be their
snccess as moulders of excellent child-
ren. History tells us of many mothers
who adopted these methods with invari-
ably good fortune. It would seem,
therefore, that the character of a child
greatly depends nponthat of the mother;
that the germs of its proclivities may be
sown by her before its birth, and that it
lies within her power not oniv to give a
bent to iis faculties, but also to divert
them from hereditary and evil tenden-
cies.
The poet Spencer said:
Every spirit as it is most. pure,
And hath in it the more of heavenly light,
So it the fairer body doth procure
To habit in.
For of the soul the hody form doth take,
For'soul is form and doth the body make:.
Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote:
The soul, which grows within a child makes
the child grow. 1
Charles Kingsley, in *“The Water
Babies,” to put it within the compre-
hension of a child, says:—"You must
know and believe that people’s souls
make their bodies just as a snail makes
its shell.>” Dante, however, said in
"The Divine Comedy:’’—
A generated nature its own way
Would always make like {ts progenitors,
If providence divine were not triumphant.
The instrnment of Providence, as we
have seen,is the mother, and so she
should be treated tenderly, cherished
with reverence for her tunclion, and pro-
tecied in its fulfillment. The vestal vir
gins were held in greater honor than
other citizens §Their wotrd was as sacred
as an oath, and reccived in ljeu thereot.
But a discreet and virtuous mother is
worth many vestals, is more truly carry-
ing out the divine will, and should be
held in more respect than any other.
We cannot guard her against ber own
frailties and itnperfections,or against her
domestic influences which may some-
times be for evil. But every mother
should have the right to pass along our
streets without imperilling the child she
hears. At present she cannot do this
Many strong-minded men in l.ondon
have received a sudden shock by seeing
a human monstrosity crawling on all
fours on the crowded pavement beneath
their feet. The eflect of such a sight on
woman about to become a mother, might
be disastrous, 1t does not seem ripht
in any civihzed community that those
deformed or di.eased or monstrously
marked, should be aliowed toexhibit
their repulsiveness in public at all, much
less for money. Whatever pity we feel
for such unfortunate creatures should
have other chatinels of expression.

DAVIS STAKE CONFERENCE.

The Q iarterly cunlerence of the
Davis Biude was beld ut Kast Boupil-
tul opn Balurdny apd Buundsy, Marcn
7th rod 8tb, 1896. Oa Baturday there
were preient on the stany KElders

George Teardal: nnd H. J. Grant of the
Council of tbe Tweive, nlro EwersJ. H,
Grant and J. 8. Ciuiark of the Blabe
presldency; President Jonn W. Hees
being unwell wap not able te atiend
couference; Elder J, H. Grani pre-
aided during bls sbeence. There wag
also a full attendance of tbhe Higp
Coungil, bishnps of tbe various wards
and their counselors,

At the morning services oo Saturday
Elder J. H. Grant repirted the ocondi-
tion of the Bilake and the labore of the
Stake presidency amung the people,
He said tbat Juring the Jast few weeks
the presldency with several of the
wmembers e¢f the Higb Couneil bad
vielted every ward in the Biake,
eleven Iin number, holding two
meetings in each ward, s meeting
of the Joeal priesthood in the
mornings and ward conferences.
in the afternoen. During thoee visits
tbey bagd glven esuoch instructions as.
tbey thought needed; had tried Lo im-
press upon the Bajote, bith officers and
members, that it was thelr duty to up~
nold the eervants of (God. uud not to.
finy fanlt with tboee cali-d te preside
in the Priesthood. Elder Grant said
thnt they found na spirit of anlon
among the people; no jars, no coulen-
tuue; the memoers of the High Coun-
c1! had been a great nid to the Binke
presidency in their ]Jabora in the 8take,
Ewer J. 8, Clark endoreed the report
of Elder Grasnt; eald he was thankful
for the guvod feeling that they (the
uresidency)ound amoany Lbe people,
aud the determination of the presiding
Priesthood to be alive in their dutles,
Ewler George Teapdate sp e on the
jaw of thhinw, slsono the influsnces of
lignt and truth, darkness and ersor,
Eloer H, J. Granl read the hymnos on
pupey 66, 297 and 405 and besed his re-
marks ob the septiments contained in
the pame,

Ou Bunidsy we were hlessed wilh the
presence of Klders F. M. Lymab,
Jobn W, Taylor and A. H, Cannon, of
the Couneil of the Twalve, also Eldep
Cobarles Lyman. On Bunday mnraoineg,
after the opebing exercires, lider F,
M. Lyman delivered a most interest-
ing ipetruetive diecouree, giving
tatberly couneeltothe spsembled Hainte,
Hesbowed very forcibly what we muast
do to be Saipts of (Qod; epoke of the
apostasy of eeveral tbat stood io high
autbority duriug the lifeof the Prophet
Joseph 8mlith and tbe eanse of thelr
apistasy. Elder Lyman cautioned
the Balnts not {o speak evil ol tbe
Liord’s wmointed but to cultivate a
broken beart and & contrite spirir,

Immediately after the elose of the
morping servicee the presiding Prieat-
bood of the Btake were called togotber
and Elder Liymnau addressed thern,
counseling them in regard to tbelr
duties, and showlog them the peces-
pity of keeplng the Word ot Wisdom,
of being pure and elsan, keeplug all of
the commandments of God,

Elder J. W. Tsylor mnde 8 few re-
o rke epdoreing what bao been said
by Elder Lyvman,

Hunday afterboon, 2 p. . Afller the
usunl exercisvs the Bacrament was nd«
ministered. Elder J. W, Taylor tben
addressed the congregati?n, spraking
on the fnspiration of the 8;urit of Qod
nnd the oppusite epirit thatis abroad in
tbe lnn ; spoke also on Christian Bol-
vncs, ele. : .

After the remarks of Eider Taylor,
conferencelsdi surned fof three months.



