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KING SOLOMON AND THE
ANTS.

Out from Jerusalem
The king rode with his great
War chiefs and lords of state,
And Bheba's Queen with them.,

Proud in the Ey‘:li;zuun, :
In gold and-p sheen
The dusky Ethiop Queen

Smiled on King Solomon,

Wisest of men, he knew
The languages of all |
The creatures great or small
That trod the eu.rﬂ:! or flew. |

Across an ant hill led
The King's path and be heard
1ts small folk, and their word 1 =
He thus interpreted: - ' ;1 “orl

¢‘Here comes the king men greet °= .
As wise and good and just,
To crush us in the dust,

Uunder his heedless feet.”

The great King bowed his head,
And saw the wide surprise
Of the Queen of S8heba’s eyes;

As he told her what they said.

‘0 King!"” she whispered sweet,
“Too happy fate have they.
Whe perisnh in thy way,

Beneath thy graclous feet!™

“‘Nay,” Solomon replied,
' ¢*The wise an 1 stroug should seek
The welfare of the weak,”
And turnEd his horse aside.

His train, with quic< alarm, =
Curved with their leader round
The ant hi I's peopled mound, o1

And left it free from harm. -

The jeweled head bent low;
0 King!” she sald,” henceforth
The secret of thy worth

And wisdom well I know. |

¢‘Happy must be the State.
Whose ruler heedeth more
The murmurs of 1the poor

Than flatteries of the great."”
_J- G-l WHITTIIE-
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BRETHREN AND BSISTERS, I am
pleased to have the opportunity of
meeting with you in Conference. 1
have emjoyed myself very much
while listening to the reports of the
Bishops, and also to those who have
addressed us. We have had some
excellent instructions during the
Conference. I am glad to meet so
many
however, that I feel of myself very
weak, and I desire the prayers of|
the Saints, that 1 may be able te
instruct you. 1 desire to speak to
your editication, but that depends
upon the Holy BSpirit; without
which no one ean instruect and edi-
fy the Sainta. I trust the Spirit of
the Lord will be with us this after-
noon, that,I may, peradventure, be
a means of blessing and building
you up in the principles of the gos-
pel. [ will read, for your instrue-
tion, from the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants, and will give you
some keys by which you may un-
Jock the treasures of the gospel.
Page 424, new editien. *‘““Mine
hoeuse is a house of order, and not
of confusien,” &c. Page 42Z1: “All
blessings are predicated on law,”
&e. I have read these passages be-
cause to me they are important,
and they are important to you also.
We learn from the revelations we
have just read, that it was ordained
before the foundation of the world
how the blessings of the gospel
were to be obtained, and why some
people could not attain to certain
blessings. We are told they could
not obtain these bleseings because
they did not abide by the law. As
Latter-day Saints, it is important
that we understand the principles
of salvation, that we may be en-
abled to comprehend and ubtain all
the keys, principles and blessings
pertaining thereto. It wasa long
time after the Prophet, Joseph
Smith, had received the Keys of the
kingdom of God, and after Hyrum
and others had received many bless-
ings, that the Lord gave Joseph a
revelation toshow himand others
how they could ask for and receive
certain blessings. We read in the
revelations of St. John, that the
Saints are to receive a white stone,

'whinh no man knoweth save him

that receiveth it.”” Joseph tells us
that this new name 1s a key word,
which ean only beobtained through
the.endowments. This is one of the
keys and blessings that will be be-

stowed upon the Saints in these
last days, for which we should be
very thankful,

In the first instructions we re.
ceived from the Elders, we were
told we must repent of our sins
and be baptized, in order to receive
the Holy Bpirit; and that we had

‘| no claims upon the Lord for his

Spirit, until we had complied with
the requirements made of us, I
remember very well my feelings

choose for ourselves. By ¢hoosing
the good and obeying the princi-
ples of truth, we are entitled to the
spirit of revelation, and by that
Ellgldt nn}! can we know God the

ternal Father and his Bon, Jesus
Christ. Is it not important that we
| should know God? Burely it is; for

| Christ, is éternal life; " 8o notwith-
standing we have our trials and
{ sufferings here, we have joys and
bappiness likewise; and we learn to
Idlaearn and appreciate the differ-
ence between good and evil. An
.nﬁgor,tu'nity_ is also afforded ws in
t world to increase in  failth aud

wisdom, and in all that leads to ex- | instituted for the remission of sins.

| receive these truths, and live for

|

are dictated and controlled by that
spirit they are in danger eof being
overthrown. If we build up insti-.
tutions on any other foundation
they will be overthrown sooner or
later. If we establish our institu-
tions according to the principles of
revelation, they will be approved

Joiced at the progress we are making
as a people, although we come far
short of tbat we should attain unto.
We must have our minds fixed on
this subjeect, and be determined to

1

them. This should be our first and
last thought every day, and we

to know God and his Bon, Jesus

should not be contented till we
realize our desires in righteousness. | preserved when he overthrows the
Some persons think that a few | kimgdoms of this world. = Who
prayers offered to the Lord will be | would pot like to see the co-opera-
all-suflicientin securing theirsalva- | tive institulions growing up among
tion, It is very: to pray, but|us, built upon a firm f ation? .
something is required besides pray~ | We should look*well to the founda-
ing; for example, we must be bap~|tion on which we huild, fer unless
tized, for that. ordinance has been | we act upon correct prineiples we

by the Almighty, and they will be

. |apon this subject before I obeyed

1 of Jesus Chrigt, I did mot want to
run any risk in the matter, and re- . ,
main in uncertainty.. I.was will-|¢erning the principles of life and
ing to do anything that would give | salvation? e should, above all

| was willing to receive it through

| through direct revelation, or by

‘| the promises, and did receive them,
|and obtained a perfect kpnowledge

' |in order to obtain the blessings of |away our time idly and indiffer-

| Some might say, Why would not | Does this concern us as Latter-day

, L studied ecarefully
anxiously and prayerfully, that I
might know if it were the Church

me a knowledge of the truth. I ple, be diligent in seeking to

now the

altation and eternal life. And we| We need endowments and ordina-
are told that all the intelligence we | tions, and they can only
gain in this world will rise up with | istered by those holding the Priest~
us in the resurreetion. Now, whe |boed, for without these gifts wé
is there among the Saints that does | could not. obtain a celestial crowns
not want to learn something eon-| We bestow the Priesthood on many |

we may obtain eternal life. We
can use the keys and principles
that we have received to obtain this
knowledge, and what is there per-
taining to the gospe! that we cannot
learn if we are faithful? If we dé
not know all that is necessary for
our advancement, it is our privilege
to go to some person who does

the ministration of 1 an angel,

but I did not want
to. be deceived. KEvery time I re-
flected carefully upon the subject,
I came to this point—the conditions
upon which the promises have
been made are, repentance, baptism
and imposition of hands. The
spirit would then whisper, you have
pot been baptized, you have not
obeyed the gospel; but when I had
complied with the law, then I had
a perfect claim to the blessings, and

any other ‘le":'{

how to use the keys and principles
ourselves we can Lhen teach others,
for all who have received the gos-
pel are expected to practice its prin-
ciples in their lives, and to devote
their energies and lives to the es-
of the trath, and could then bear a
testimeny of it to all the world- 1
mention these things te show you
the principles we have to act upon

ness upon the earth.  Are we doing
|this? Are we doing our dnty as
Saints of God? Or are we passing

salvation and eternal life. And I|ently? Ifso, weare doing ourselves
can testify that the Liord has ful |an isjury, and we thus deprive our-
filled his promises, and has poured | #elves of the blessings promised to
out his Spirit wvpon the people,|the faithful,

through baptism and the laying on| There is another great principle
of hands. So we see that the keys |
given for our introduction into the
Church of Jesus Christ are as effec- | ciple. 1t is the principle of Union.
tive in this our day as they were| Weare told by the Savior that we
in the days of the former Apostles, | must be united, or we are not his.

be eonsidered a very common prin-

some other ordinance do as well? | Baints? I think it does, but some

of the Saints. I will eay, |

Simply because these were the|do notseem in any way coneerned
prineiples ordained for that purpose | about it, notwithstanding the word

tablishment of truth and righteous- |

be &dﬂiﬂv‘-

young men, to bring them upand
walify them for future usefulness.
e want oar washings and anoint

without some one to adminster
them tous? And no cne could give
them without divine authority.
The same words might be used, and
the same ordinances administered

cannot expect to r. The
‘building that is rme properly

will stand the winds and storms
and will be firm and selid.” 'I‘Ir:dj
will tell whether we build by the
spirit_of revelation er otherwise. -
You may be assured that if we do
not our building will. be over-
thrown. |

- We are dependent on the Al-

rinciples of truth, that |ings, and how can we receive them | mighty for the breath of life, for

the bread we ‘eal, and for every
blessing we enjoy. We need not
feel in any way troubled when we

|see a map lifted up in his feelings,

and act as though he was some

in the same way precisely, but they
would be of no avail whatevor,
without the priestly authority. Oar
baptisms, confirmations, ordina-

know. And when we understand | tions and endowments can only be

administered by those who are or-
dained and set apart to administer
them. The law must be complied

great person. We are all of us,
mere worms of the dust, and at best
are poor dependent creatures; but
some men appear to grow Jargerand
larger in their own imagipation,
and when we see a man ascending
higher and higher in his own con-
ceit, it is not. always wise to pull

with concerning these things or the{ bim down suddenly, but give him

?rdinanues are void and of no ef-
eet.
which some of these ordinances
must be performed. Who is to die-
tate concerning their construction
and managemeul? The Lord him-
self controls these things, and au-
thorizes whom he will.

Some might ask, Why not bap-
tize for the dead and give endow-
ments in this meeting house? Just

| simaply becaunse the Liord has not so |
often brought before us, that may |ordered it, The way

and manner
in which these ordinances have to

Temples have to be built in |

a lift, and when he gets so high
that his head swims, we can then
bhelp him gently down. We must

learn to be humble, meak and low-
ly, or we cannot enjoy the spirit of
the Lord. _

There is another thing I wish to
mention and that is the manner in
which we ehould treat each other.
The principle was udvaoced an-
ciently “Do unto others as yon
would have others do unto yeu.’”
This principle is as binding upon
{us, asit was u the people in

be performed have been determined
in the eternal world, and unless you
comply with the requirements and
obey the law, you cannot.obtain
the keys, and without*!the keys you
cannot pass by the angels and the
Gods in the eternal worlds. For

before the world was. It is not a|of the Lm'd;, that otherwise we ‘“‘are

example, you cannot attain to an

new. feature in the gospel, some-|none of his.” How can we be united
thing started a few yearsago. From | 80 as to be acceptable to God? We i
what I have read we find they are | bave to be united, not merely in
eternal principles; that they exist- | doctrinal matters, but in every
ed and were ordained for our salva- | other way. Bo far as doctrine is|
tion before the foundation of the|concerned, we are prefty well unit-
world, and cannot be changed. We |ed, but not soin our temperal af-
must comply with the prineiples of | fairs. But we may become united
the eternal law, in order to cobtain|1n our temporal aflairs, if we wure
eternal blessings. I want to im-| willing to learn some practical les-
press these principles upon your|sons that have been taught us, and
minds, for there is mo ‘‘think so’|uniting in our execution; by enter-
and ‘‘guess 80” about these things, | ing into them with all our heart
for the Lord himself has decreed |and our means, we may then be
them, aud I bear record that they | united in temporal matters also.
are true. I hope these principles | There is but one way to be united,
will, make a lasting impression up- | according to the will of God, and
your minds, that you may devote|that is by being dictated in our
yourselves more fully to the service | affairs by the Spirit of the Lord.
of the Lord, and faithfully obey all | When we were baptized we received
the commandments which he has| the spirit of the gospel, and by that
given us, and may give us here-|epirit we obtained a knowledge of
after, ' its truth. And the same spirit we
There is another principle to|then received, if it continues with
which I will call your attention;|us, will lead us into all truth and
that is, the pre-existence of spirits. | reveal to us things to come. We
Before we came into this world we | have need of revelation at every
had an existeace with the Father|step after we are baptized, for when
in the heavens, We are eternal | we take a step it ought to bea right
beings. How do you know that?|step, and the only right step we
one might say. Weknow it by the | can take will be one thatis in ac-
revelations of Jesu# Christ, which | cordance with the prineiples of
bring life and immortality to light. , 848 dictated by those author-
It was revealed to Abraham and|ized to teach and instruct the
many of the ancient Prophets, and | Saints. This is the only prioeiple
it has been revealed unto us in these | on which we can be united, and
last days. We are told that before | when this prineiple fully is carried
the inhabitants of the earth had an | out, then perfect union will exist |
existence in the flesh, they had an | among the Saints.
existence in the spirit ‘world; and [ remember once being sick, but
that it “was necessary to come into | L scarcely realized that I was gick,
this world, and be clothed with |for my mind was bright and active,
mortality. And why was it neces- | During the night the Spirit rested
sary? Because we could not attain | upon me, and the principles of the
to an_exaltation without coming|Millennium were cpened up te me
here. Many pecple think this is a| It seemed to me that all was hap-
world of sorrows, and a very horrid | piness and union, - Now what will
world to live in. 8o it may seem | it require to bring about the Miller-
to somepeople, but I think that it | nium? Inthe first place every man
is a glorious world, for it is here we | will have to learn his duty, and do
are enabled to obtain our blessings |it. Each one must study his neigh-
and endowments. We come into | bor’s interest as well as his own.
this world weak and frail mortals. h'Nu one will do that which would
We have an agency given us, with | conflict with his brother’s interest,
an opportunity of doing good and | and no man would wilfully infringe
evil, We are invited to obey the|upon his neighboer’s rights and
gospel, which embraces principles| privileges. Now if all had learned
that will endow the willing and | their duty and were doing it faith-
obedient with exaltation and eter- | fully, it would briog about a reign
nal life. But our agency is not|of peace and righteousness, and
taken from us. We have placed | knowledge would cover the earth.,
before us light and darkness, the | If these principles were understood
bitter and the sweet, exaltation | and carried out, we sbould have po
aud degradation, life and death,|reason to find fault with each oth-
and we havereason and intelligence |er. Are we seeking after these

I

| not attain to an exaltation?

and you ladies cannot be exalt

former days, and we need as much
urgiog to observe it as they did.
How would we do with the Lord"
if he were her«? We have his
word for it, that forasmuch as ye
do it unto one of the Jeast of there
my diseiples ye do it unto me. If
we see a brethér mistreated, we

exaltation without a wife, or wives; [ do not Jike it and we feel to take his
ed [ part. If we do not like to see a

without & husband, “For man is|brother mistreated, we should be

Lord.” Sosaid the Apostle Paul,
What, then, will be the situation of

those who remain single, and do
We
learn from the revelations that they
will be angels. SBome

people think | we all want to find i\? 1 do.

not without the woman nor the|the more careful not to mistreat
woman without the man in tbe|each other, for it is displeasing to

the Lord. What can, we say con-
cerning tbese thing:? We can say
“‘straight is the gate and narrow 18
the way Lhat leadeth to the Jives,
and few there be that find it.” TIo

And

that angels are the most exalted and | you do, then let us seek diligently

glorieus beings

satisfly any of
glory it will not satisfy me. Now
we understand that in order to ob-
tain an exaltation we must have a
wife, and we have to comply with
the celestial law, 80 as to have her
in the eternal world. In the first
place, we must receive her from the
man whom Ged has authotrized

in the eternal world; | that we may find the right way—
but this is a mistake. If it will|the way God has
you to receive that | has made it plain

inted out. He

fore us, and has
told us the manner in which he is

willing to bestow his blessings up-
onus. And if we do not obtain
them it will not be hisfault. What
would be the condition of society

if these principles were fully carried

out? e would find a brother and
a friend in every place where God

and appeiuted to seal for time and |is known. No one would have any
eternity, otherwise we have mno |disposition to wrong his neighbor.
claim on her in the eternal world. | No one would seek to injure his

Perhaps some do not care much | brother or sister.

Would 1t wot be

about the other world. Buch per-[g0od to live in such society? In-

sons remind me of a man I knew
in California, who became acquaint-
ed with and courted a lady whose
husband was dead. He was told
that the lJady was sealed to another

not care, all he wanted was to
marry her for this life, he did not
care about the other world. Such
a man will not attain te an exalta-
tion. Some persons may be satis-
fied without a complete exaltation,
L do not feel so. I feel my un-
worthiness and my inability to
speak as I would like, and if I did

'|

not Know it was my duty, I would
shrink from this andertaking; but
[ feel it my duty to declaie taith.

struct the Saints in their duties,
and tell them how they can obtain
sulvation. When I bave done this
[ bave done my duty. Every man
and woman can obtain and enjoy
the epirit of revelation, so as to
guide them in the path of duty,
and if we are all guided by the
same spirif, and all cur actions are
dictated by its influences, we shall
then enjoy bappiness and peace.
Wehave co-operative institutions
established among us, and if they
are conducted properly they will be
a blessing to us. How sball we
carry on our co-operative institu-
tious 8o a8 to be approved of heav-
en? They must be dictated by the

““and in the stone a new name,

| given us, by which to judge and|things? I trust we are, and I feel re- |

spirit of revelation, for unless they

stead of men strivirg to. take ad-
vantage of their fellow men, and
seeking to aggrandize and buiid up
thesmselves at the expense of oth-
ers, they would seek to build up

man for eternity; he repl ed he did | and enrich others as weil as then-

selves, and instead of hungering
and thirsiing after the perishable
things of this life, they would hun-

| ger and thirst after righteousness,

We read in the Book of Mormon
that Jesue told the Nephites to re-
turn home, for they were not pre-
pared to reeeive his words. They
went home and they did prepare
their hearts for the reception of the
truth. - Why ‘do we not 1eceive
more trath than we do? We hear

fally the counsels of God, to in-|a great many teachings and coun-
sels from the servants of God. And

why do we not receive more? Per-

adventure we are not prepared to
| reeeive it,

Why does not the Al-
mighty bestow on us more light,
truth, intelligence and other bless-
ings he ig able to bestow? It is be-
cause we are not prepared to re-
ceive them. We have more offered
now than a great many can receive
because their hearts are unprepar-
ed, they are filled with the spirit of
the world, they bave lost sight of
the principles of esalvation, and
do not comprehend them. You
may have heard these things
preached many times before, but if
you have not received them ard
made them your rule of action, it



