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Wednesday, November 13th 1895 We
arose early,and | worked on the records
1ill 10 o’clock a. m , when we commenc
ed another meeting at Wainae, near
Gisborne, at which 1 spoke through
Elder Jorgensen as translator, We
held another meeting in the alternoon
at which Elder Gardner wasthe speaker.
Immediately after closing that meeting,
Elders Gardner,Embley, Jorgenson and
myself took leave of Elder Teeples and
the native Saints, mounted the horses
which had been provided for us and
rode sixteen miles over a good though
round ahout road, and through a beauti-
{ul and fertile tract of country to Muri-
wai, a native village situated on the low-
lands near the beach which coniains the
oldest and best branch ot the Church in
the Poverty Bay district. We put up
with Te Keepa, the president of the
Muriwai branch who received usvery
Kindly and made us comfortable during
the night. We held no regular meeting
in the evening but had an interesting
time with the family and afew others
who came in after prayer.

Thursday, November 14th, Our time
at this placebeing very limited I worked
with the records part of the preceeding
night. At ¢ a.m., Eiders Gardner, Em-
bley, lorgensen andmyself and a native
brother continued our journey from
Muriwai, and we now traveled thirty-five
miles over moauntains and valleys,
through gorges and timber following a
genuine New Zealand bridle path to
Mahanga, a native village situated at the
foot of the mountains on the seashore,
and near the narrow neck of land which
separates the Mahia peninsula from the
rest of the island. We arrived at this
place at 5:30 p. m., and we bid welcome
by Elder Lewis G. Hoagland, of Salt
Lake City, who presides over the Mahia
district, and also bv the native Saints
residing at Mahanga, which constitute
one of the seven branches of the Church
in the district named. Soon after our
arrival Elder James N. Lambert,another
of the Elders laboring in the Mahia dis-
trict rode into the village. In the even-
ing we held a little meeting, at which
Elder Gardner and I were the speakers.
We then retired,but not to sleep,though
we needed that as well as rest very
much atter our long, tiresome ride over
the mountains. The mosquitoes and
fleas had apparently formed a conspir-
acy against us, Both seemed to be as
numerous as the boulders on the sea-
shore at this particular place; and they
were determined to feast at our expense,
notwithstanding all our efforts to the
contrary. Even Brother Embley who
always carries a flee sack with him for
protection during nights found that ex-
traordinary apparel altogether inadequ-
ate to aftord his personm protection on
this occasion. It might serve a good
purpose elsewhere, but notin Mahanga
As for the rest of us we were unable in
the morping to tell which of the nutmer-
©ous bumps and swellings on our itching
limbs had been produced by mosguitoes
.and which by the flzas. Portions of our
bodles reminded me of a certain relief
map ol a very mountdinous country

which I saw at the world’s fair in Chicago
twO years ago.

Friday, November 15th. We resumed
our journey atg o'ciock and rode four
miles, part of the way along the sandy
beach, to Kopuawhara, a native village
situated on the isthmus which connecis
the Mahia peninsula with the main land.
Here we received a hearty welcome by
the native Saints, and after rubbing
noses, shaking hands, etc., [ settled
down to my usual historical work assist-
ed by Elders Hoagland and Lamberl.
We also met Elder James C, Alien, who
labors in the Mahia district, and is soon
to succeed Eider Hopagland in the
presidency of the district. In the even-
Ing we held a good and well atiended
meeting, Besides the members of the
Kopuawhara "branch, quite a number of
Saints from the neighboring branches ot
Mahanga and Waiwhara were present.
Elder Gardner and the historian were
the principal speakers. Alterthe meet-
ing, the natives indulged in the usual
speech making. It was welcome to
Brother Gardner and his traveling com
panion and farewell to Elder Hoagland
who visited this part of his district for
the last time prior to his departure fur
his home in Zion.

Saturday, November 16th. Afier tak-
ing leave of the natives im the usual
way Elders Gardner, Embley, Jorgen-
son, Hoagland, Allen, L.ambert and
Andrew Jenson,mounted our horses and
rode about fourteen miles (following the
beach part of the way)to Nuhaka, a
native village situated inlaed about a
mile on the right bank of the Nuhaka
river which we forded at its mouth in-
slead of crossing at the ferry further up.
On our arrival at the village we were
warmly greeted by the baints, who
saluted us with the usual haere mmai
(come) as soon as we came in sight
This is a fine village, and nearly all the
people are Sainis. There is a good
meeting house with a little tower on it
which gives the place quite an att:active
appearance as seen from adistance.
Here al,o the Eiders laboring in the
Mahia district bave their headquarters
and occupy the former home ol Hirini
Whanga who emigrated to Utah in 18g94.
Soon after our arrival I sat down to work
with the district and branch records and
continued thus till a late hour.

The Mahia district embraces ajtract of
country lying adjacent to the Mahia
peninsula, which it includes. Its coast
line extends about sixty miies from the
mountains which separates it from the
Poverty Bay district to and including
Waikare on the south. in point o1
membership itis the largest district in
the mission, containing a total of §37
souls belonging to the Church, including
children, or 377 baptized members.
‘Three missionaries Irom Zion are labor-
ing here at present, and there are seven
branches, namely, Mahanga, Waiwhara,
Nukaka, Mangatieke, Wairoa and Mo-
haka.

The Mahanga branch, which is an out-
growth o! the Kopuawhara branch, con-
sists of a small vil age called Mahanga
situated on the seacoast immediately
north qf the Mabia peniosula, and
seventeen miles mortheast of Nuhaka.
The branch was organized on March sth
1848.

The \Waiwhara branch embraces all

the Saints living on the Mahia peninsula,
most of whom reside in the village of
Waiwhara which is situated om the east
coast of said peninsula, about eight
miles southeast of Kopuawhara, and
twenty-one miles southeast of Nuhaka.
The "branch was first organized bY¥
Elders John C. Stewart and James A.
Slater December 7th 18384. In 1891 it
obsorbed the Tauvapata branch, which
was organized November 2nd 1884, and
during its existance embraced the Saints
residing in the south end of the Mahid
peninsu la,

The Kopuawhara branch embraces
the Saints residing in 1he villages of
Kopuawhara and Karaka. The former
is situated on the narrow sandy jsthmus
which connects the Mahia peninsala
with the rest of the North island. Itis
about a mile jnland from 1he east shore
and abouti1wo miles from the opposite
coast, ltis also thirieen miles northeast
of Nubaka. Karaka is about half a
mile north of Kopuawhora, The branch
was organized by ]oh'n C. Stewart,
Qctober 12th 1884.

The Nuhaka branch embraces thé
Saints residing in a hne village of that
name situated on the Nuhaka niver,
about one mile inland from the coast
This is the headquariers ot the district.
The branch at this place was organize
by Eiders James C. Stewart and James
A. Siater December 141h 1884. Nuhaka
is about hfty-five miles {rom Nypier by
water, ]

The Mangatieke branch comprises the
Saints residing in a village ol that name
which is pleasantly situaied on a flat at
the foot of the mountains about a mile
inland from the Hawkes bay coast, an!
six miles southwest of Nuhaka. All the
inhabitants of the village are Saints ex-
cepl two persons. This branch is an
outgrowth of the Nuhaka branch and
was organized February 23rd 18g0.

The Wairoa branch consists of the
Saints residing inthe native village of
Te Uni, on the north, and Walroa (or
Clyde) on the north side of the Wairoa
river; but most of the members reside
on the Te Uhi side of the s'ream where
the president of the branch lives and
where the meetings are held. Most ol
the peopie in the villauge are members of
the Church; and the fine Church of Eng-
land chapel which stands on tiie river
bank, is i1ke a similar building at Naha-
ka, unoccupied, as a rule on Sundays:

The Wairoa branch was organized
March 2¢th 1885, by Eider John €
Siewart.

The Mobhaka branch embraces the
Saints residing principally in the village
of Mohaka and vicinity. This village is
situated on high ground about half a
mile inland Irom the shore of Hawkes
Bay and about twenty-two miles by
round-about road soutbwest of Wairoa.
which again is twenty miles southiwest
ol Nuhaka.

In each of the seven branches in the
Mahia district there is a Sunday school,
and at Waiwhara, Kopuawhara, Nubaka
and Mangatieke there are good and
commodious meeting houses. Two of
the general or annual conferences of the
Australasian mission have been held in
this district, the April 1891 conference at
Nuhaka, and the Apnl 1894 conference
at Waiwhara.

Sunday, November 17ih. At the
morning karakia (prayer mieeling) a
chapter was read in the Book of Mor-
mon, each person present reading a

verse. | was alterwards complimented



