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here the disciples kedithwalwalked with jesus
and were instructed by him they had
many opportunities to learn the truth
and when they asked the master who
did sin this man or his parents that hebe
was born blind they plainly showed
their belief in the probability of this man
sinning before he was born and jesus
did not correct them but merely said
neither hathbath this man sinned nor his

parents but that the works of god
should be made manifest in him if the
disciples believed it possible that the man
could sin before he was born they be-
lieved in pre exiexistencetence in common with
the followers of jesus if they were inin
error is it not remarkable that he did
not correct them as it was surely neces-
sary that the dissciples and teachers 0of
divine truth should be properly in-
structedted

As further truth that the spirit lived
before the world was formed I1 direct
your attention to the words of jesus inin
johns gospel

and now 0 father glorify thou me with
thine own self with the glory which I1 had with
thee before the world was

our presbyterian friends believe that
jesus was an exception he being as
they teach the only begotten son in the
spirit as having a prior existence I1
quote as above however to emphasize
the fact that it our eldercider brother jesus
the son of the sameaanie father lived with
god before the foundations otof the earth
were laid is it not reasonable to believe
that thehe younger members of the same
family existed there also

our friends as I1 have told you say
jesus is the only begotten son of god
in the spirit and mr boyd offers in his
letter as proof in lavorfavor otof that statement
certain passages of scripture which I1
quoted from hisbis letter and which we will
now examine the first is found in john

and thefordthe word was made flesh and dwelt
among us and we beheld his glory the glory
as of the only begotten of the father full of
grace and truth

the word here signifies jesus who
was made flesh and dwelt among us
and is afterwards referred to as the only
begotten of the father in the flesh of
course which we believe it is quite
plain and a proof in favor of the latter
day Ssr ints doctrine

the iyih verse of the chapter is an-
other of mr boyds supposed proofs
here it is

no man hathbath seen god at any time the only
begotten son which is in the bosom of the
father he hathbath declared him

now what evidence is there in the
above quotation that jesus was the only
begotten in spirit and not in the flesh
none whatever

now turn to the third chapter of the
same book 16 and 18 verses for the
third reference of mr boyd to the scrip-
tures as a drowning man catches at a
straw for help and comfort to sustain a
venerable error

for god so loved the world that hebe gave his
only begotten son that whosoever believethbehbeli eveth in

him should not perish but have eternal life

also
he that believethbeli eveth on him is not condemned

but he that believethbelieveth not is condemned already
because he hathbath not believed in the name of the
only begotten son of god

i still nothing in this to show that the
savior was the only begotten in the spirit
or in the flesh either for that matter

another quotation made by mr boyd
of about the same value as the last two
will be found in I1 john 49

in this was manifested the love of god to-
wards us because that god sent his only be-
gotten son into the world that we might live
through him

inspired words containing an as
aurance of gods love for his children
but containing no evidence as to how
christ was the only begotten son mr
boyd has done the best hebe could under
the circumstances in selecting proof
which is an utter failure so tarfar as sus-
taining an unscriptural tradition his
first quotation is valuable in this con-
troversytroversy as it directly sustains the truthtru th
as taught by the latter day saints vizvizi

that christ was the only begotten in the
flesh

it is certainly true that jesus who
was made flesh was the only person

sent into this world to save ssinnersinners or as
the last quotation has itir that we might
live through him it is also true he
had no earthly father but was divinelydivi nelv
begotten according to the divine record
and therefore the only begotten son of
god in the flesh for mary had known
no man

to doubt the truth of the sacred rec-
ord on this subject would be a reflection
on mary which we could not lorfor a mo-
ment entertain jesus was the first
born of every creature in the spirit and
the only begotten in the flesh

mr boyd does not believe in pre
existence except in the case of jesus
but his mistake will become apparent
under the light of truth we all are the
children of god and were created in
spirit before thethe world began as made
known inin the scriptures

I1 will now introduce a few direct
proofs paul in writing to the ephes-
ians chapter and ath verse says

according as hebe has chosen us in him be-
fore the foundation of the worldorld that we should
be holy and without blame before him in love

when did he choose us before the
foundation of the world so all those
to whom these words were applicable
lived before the world was organized or
in other words they pre existed see
also i2 timothy 19

jeremiah informs us that the lord
to him as followsfollos

then the word of the lord came unto me
saying before I1 formed thee in the belly I1
knew thee and before thou earnestcamest forth out of
the womb I1 sanctified thee and I1 ordained thee
a prophet unto the nations

there cannot be any objection to this
quotation it needs no explanation as
icit explains itself jeremiah lived in
spirit before he was conceived in the
flesh therefore pre existed the in
ference made here to the mortal body
should be read with the understandingunderstand ing of
a general supervision which god has
overallover all his works

we will next turn to romans
for whom he did foreknow he also did pre-

destinate to be conformed to the image of his
son that he might be the first bornbom among
many brethren

or placing this fact in another way
those whom he did predestinate he did
foreknow as in the case of jeremiahderemiahresultwhom he ordained as the result of his
foreknowledgefore knowledge of him and also of jesus
himself for we are told by the apostle
paul in heb 188 and 9 that ththou0u
speaking of jesus hast loved righteous-

ness and hated inquiinequityty therefore god

even thy god hathbath anointed thee
the oil of gladness above thy fellfellows

it appears that the savior was
above his fellows because of
beedingcee righteousnessausnessousness and that jerett
was ordained a prophet bebefore he
born doubtlessdoub tess also meriting thitthat Aby his pi evious righted

AMall whom god did predestinate
did foreknow therefore the 18

byte rians if they were consistent i

scriptural in their faith would aaccept
doctrine of pre existence as they a

strong believers in predestination
without discussing at present AWba

howbow many or of what class were arth
destina ted we will quote the faith elfiwit
boyd on ththit subject see contconfession er
faith page 27 g

by the decree of god for the 1
of his glory some men and some angels amw
predestined unto everlasting life anca i

foreordainedfore ordained to everlasting death 1

angels and men thus predestinated and abieforta s
bained are particularly and unchangeably de- aac- a
signed and the number is so certain andand definite
that it cannot be either increased or
mini shed

according to the number of the foa
dunate will be rigidly maintained
with as much truth the exact number
might have been given the point we
wish to make however is that all those
predestined whether many or few wei t
foreknown and therefore pre existed

I1lamam inclined to think that the
byte rians will contend that it amt15

necessary to pre exist for rgodW to
know the quality itii in their opinionak

1

i

quality bean object at all of his OS
spring as he knows all things before1- 41- 1

they come to pass we will not discuss jlt
what he knows but on the authority
the scriptures we know that his knowl-
edge will never interfere with the adark

agency of man which he manyraman 3
always have an opportunity of manifest
ing before he is either punished ororteto
warded as we will all have justice
us and will be rewarded
our works whether they be good aiBT

whether they jaebe exilevil 1 I another Kre-
ference may be superfluous but askco
fully in a general way confirms our
personal examples previously quotedRitotLA
wlwiil1 I give it job thirty eighth chapterschapter
beginning at the first verse

then the lord answered job out rfof th
whirlwind and said who isis this that daikenoth
counselchunser by words without knowknowledgeledger 49sal

upaow thy loins like a man for I1 will demada
of thee and answer thou me where wad s
thou when I1 laid the foundations of the earia A
declare if thou hast understandingia abaWM j
hathbath laid the measures thereof if thou knowlaeab 1a
or who hathbath stretched the line uponpo itt wl 1 I1
upon are the foundations fasfastenedbened qtor wn
laid the corner stone thereof when the
stars tangsang together and all the sons of A
shouted for joy 1

god is the father of the spirits of 1

flesh all the sons of god were predestpreseap
and rejoiced when the foundationtoun dation alf
the earth were laid they were altall thewthere
which is also an argument against abar
idea of simultaneous creation of spirit A
and body there is no room lorfor dodot
that god and all his sons were presentpresetit
in spirit on that momentous occasion
created organized and waiting until 10tab
earth was prepared for their
they knew that it was necessary to cime
here to pass through this aridA
their demonstrations of joy were d
less because of the preparations huril
were being made for them k

finally there can be no

e


