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of stRL loulsiLOTiis when the masonic sign
of distress was answered by musket
wigballs and when a bloody shadow fell
overever the beautiful city by the father of
waters that has held her in a semi
lifeless state torfor halthalf a century

AS TOLDTOI D BY FIGURES

statistics covering the work of the
different denominations in the united
stateskates for the past year do not indicate

encouraging progress the methodist
episcopal church for instance with a
total of communicants re-
corded only accessions or six
tenths of one oerider cent other large
hurcheschurches show similar figures and

on the whole the net gains of the year
seemeem to be considerably smaller than

those of 1896 although that was re-
garded as a year remarkable for small
visible results in the home mission
iteld the tables published comprise
over different denominations some
of which have a very limited member-
ship some religious bodies are split
up in numerous factions there are
no less than thirteen baptist
lationssat ions the catholics too appear to
be considerably subdividedsub divided old
catholics reformed catholics cathol-
ic apostolic church and dowle chris-
tian catholics being so many different
factionstact ions ofjot the great roman church

Is not this divided state of christen-
dom these divisions and sub divi

ions a sufficient of the
low progress of the work of evangeli-

zation recorded from year to year Is
not this tendency to discord an evi-
dence of a condition detrimental to the
carrying out of the commission once
entrustedentrusted to the standard bearers of
the christian religion the churches
pend annually immense sums on mis
conaryry work at home and abroad

they engage the best talent obtainable
there is no lack of training and very
often the most profound sincerity is
devoted to the work when notwith-
standing all the results are strikingly
ftinadequateadequate there must be some grave
reason why not look into the matter
with view of discovering the whole
truth

TO AID THE POOR

there are two appeals for charity
now before the people of salt lake
olty0 one for the relief of the cubans
whom a long cruel civil war has
brought to the verge of starvation and
another for prompt assistance to those
off our citizens whom the somewhat
severe winter has thrown out of em-
ployment the first does not appear
to have met with enthusiastic response
perhaps because it is felt that the duty
to relieve ought in the first place to be
assumed by those chiefly responsible
torfor the distress the other appeal for
wdaid toIs different that cannot but meet
with the generous consideration of the
more fortunately situated public

As stated in the news last night
jan 13 it is officially estimated that
one thousand people in the city are out
of employment and in absolute dis-
tress on that account this is a very
large per cent of the laboring class of
the community the suggestion tois thata days work or more be furnished by
those who can afford to do so

it is rather a reflection on the con-
ditions under which the laboring class-
eses are working or perhaps on themanaging ability of a majority of
them that a few days enforced idle
new meansIneallis absolute distress one
would think that under ordinary cir-
cumstancescum stances the compensation for sev

eral months labor ought to be suffi-
cient to carry a family a few days or

I1 weeks after the work is done but
however thisahli may be if it Is a tactfact
that so large a percentage of the work-
ing men are actually in want it toIs no
time for speculation but for activity in
the right direction in salt lake city
there can be no necessity for any de-
serving poor to suffer

it is probable that itif the city could
be canvassed for the purpose of as-
certainingcertaining what work can be furnished
to relieve the situation the object
would be accomplished satisfactorilymany of those willing to give a days
work are not likely rosendto send in their ad-dresses to the commissioners butButt theyfiey
would gladly respond if appealed to andassured that by so doing they were
rendering aid to worthy objects of
benevolence

A PLEASING INCIDENT

now and then a little friction is
manifested in this state between the
dominant and some other religious so-
ciety or their respective representa-
tives and the news feels called upon
to expose and defend the side which
jnin its judgment is in the right but
occasionally a circumstance occurs
that tends to produce the opposite of
friction between the elements referredto and when such a thing happens itis chronicled in these columnsgenuine pleasure

suchstich an incident occurred in beaveron sunday the ath dinst A stake con-
ference of the mormon church was inprogress but the building in which itwas being held was inadequate for thelarge attendance for an hour beforethe time of opening the afternoon ser-
vices the mormon house of worshipwas crowded anaitand it became apparentthat an overflow meeting would haveto be held or else that a great numberof the people would be unable to attendworship just across the street standsthe methodist church whose pastorrev mr parker waswao one of the con-gregationPgre gation in the mormon meeting
house seeing the emergency haarose and generously proffered the useof his church for an overflow meetinghis offer was accepted in the spirit inwhich it was made both buildings were
filled and a profitable and enjoyabletime was had

while mormon houses of worshiphave often been occupied by ministersof various religious societies a case laITnot recalled in which a church build-ing in the state controlled by anotherdenomination has been tendered forthe use of a mormon congregation
the precedent made by rev Mr Parkeris both notable and pleasing and it issafe to saybay that he has lost nothing bbyyit in the estimation of the good people
of beaver A more frequent display of
thehe spirit that seems to have pr apted

him in this instance would be a goodthing in many ways

HOW TO DEAL WITH CRIME

the question whether it is possible
to stem the tide of homicides apapparent-
ly sweeping over civilized coucountriesatries
our own not excepted is one of grave
interest to all citizens

to eliminate the criminal element en-
tirely may not be within the power of
human effort observation proves thateverywhere are to be found individualsand even whole families who naturally
take to crime no matter what the pun-
ishment is short of death but close
students of the subject believe in the

possibility of minimizing the effects
of the existence of the criminal ele-
ment by a proper method of dealing
with it lombroso tois by many re-
garded asan an authority on this sub-
ject he believes that one of the most
effective ways of protecting society is
the establishment of colonies for in-
corrigible criminals this method he
maintains has been found satisfactory
wherever tried and would have been
more extensively adopted were it not
for a general opposition to any change
from the old judiciary track laid out
by the roman code little progress to
to be expected however it tois pointed
out as long as the practice of giving
publicity to the details of crimes pre-
vails it tois argued that among tiethe
strongest motives for transgression are
imitation and love of notoriety and
these can only be removed when

crimes are treated in a
similar to offensesoffen see against good morals

we believe the correctness of this
view Is admitted by all who have given
the subject any serious attention it
is a well established fact that what
occupies the mind good or evil influ-
ences the character but is it possible
in a country where the freedom of the
press justly is guarded with the most
jealous care to place the restrictions
indicated around it lombroso suggests
that the only practical way isin by the
formation of societies similar to thetth
temperance organizations for the purpul
pose of so influencing public opinion
that the press necessarily will fall into
line

one of the most directdirect sources otof
crime Is as is well known drunken
ness any successful effort to lesseninglessen in-
temperance is a movement torfor a higher
standard of morals whatever tendstend
to draw the masses away from the
barroombar room and low resorts by providing
enjoymentsenjoyments and amusements of an en-
nobling character tois a mearismeans of soften
ingng the brutal instincts of which crime
iss the natural manifestation

THE RAILROAD SITUATION

when the announcement came over
the wars a few days ago that the vaa

interests had secured control
of the oregon short line speculation
mingled with uneasiness became rafrife
in the intermountainintel mountain region asan to what
such a move might result in giving a
it did to the vanderbilt power
domination of nearly miles otof
railway including a complete trans-
continental system extending frofrom
new york city to portland and baa
franciscoeager inquiries propounded to offi-
cials of the oregon short line in utah
asaa to what results were likely to ensue
have been but indefinitely answered
repeatedly those officials have declared
to reporters that they knew no more
about the matter than was contained
in the press dispatches and were
wholly unable to forecast the future
with any degree of certainty one ofcc
them however in conversation with a
newsmews representative yesterday while

declaring his utter lack of definite in
formation expressed the opinion that
the ascendancy of the vanderbilt in-
terest did not presage any radical and
immediate changes in the general redlrau
road situation in this region and thin
view it would seem will probably be
found to be correct he called atten-
tion to the fact that the four other sys-
tems which the Vander bilts control via
the new york central michigan south-
ern chicago northwestern and
union pacific are operated separately
each having its own organization and
that the tourfour roads constitute an al-
liance rather than a consolidation hitH
expressed the view that the Ore gork


