
THISTHE DESERET WEEKLY
WAKEMANS wanderings

GRETNA SCOTLAND sept 7 1893
tramping inin many portions of every
shire of scotland where I1 have not
found beauty or grandeur in scenery
there has always been winsome anti-
quarianquarian historic or personal interestMonlyy one spot has proven repulsive
squalid and forlorn to such degree that
its very beggarliness is startling its
venality ferocious and its miserable folk
and history so uncanny and infamous
that place folk and history are weirdly
fascinating alone from their woebegone
vicious and outrageous character such
a place such a folk and such a history
remain in the ancient noted and still
notorious scottish court of hymen
gretna green

in what may be termed the
lous romantic literature of britain no
other place has occupied such scanda-
lous and even worldwideworld wide notoriety it
has for nearly ilso yearsyears trailed through
every form ofof romance and story infest-
ed every manner of newspaper travesty
burdened much of popular ballad and
rhyme obtruded itself into noble as
well as lowly society stalked across the
stage in tragedy and comedy engaged
the pen of as great a poet and satirist as
totomm hood in his well known elegy to
david laing the closing lines of which
are

had I1 command thou shouldst have
gone thy ways

in chaise and pair and lain in pere la
chaise

and it has even entered without rever-
ence the presence of grave chancellors
to pursue its course of dishonor and dis-
quiet in the highest courts of the three
kingdoms in fact in the entire eng-
lish speaking world the name otof gretna
green and the notion of gretna green
marriages are as familiar to all classes
as is the commonest nursery rhyme

yet you will not find a score off peo-
ple either in america or in britain who
can tell you any more than they can
give the origin of the commonest nursery
rhyme what originally really made the
place camousfamous or infamous the conditions
continuing its notoriety whether these
conditions have been removed or
whether gretna green itself is a real
place withwih geographical limitations or
an interesting myth growing out of the
vagaries and witticisms of marital litera-
ture illustrative of this was the indig-
nant assertion made to me a short time
since by a most eminent clergyman of
glasgow that gretna green marriages
were abolished tyby law a half century
agnandago and that probably notanot a hundred
couples were ever married at gretna
as alleged by popular tradition on the
contrary nearer couples have
been married at gretna green gretna
green marriages of the alden sort with
very slight modification are constantly
being solemnized at the present time
and as I1 shall show I1 hold a certificate
of marriage of my own issued by the
present bishop of gretna william
laing postman 9

no single clear and concise account
can be found iniii the books comprising
the conditions and incidents leading to
the establishment of the ancient gotori
ous marriage mecca of gretna its
origin primarily was due to the rigors
of english marital law about the middle
of the eighteenth century ancient
english laws held that marriage was
legal by civil contract in the presence of

db

two witnesses rendering the services of
the priest merely a matter of sentiment
or religion decisions under this law
influenced by powerful ecclesiasticism
led to serious legal entanglementsentangle ments A
civil contract marriage was valid to a
degree in the matter of descent of
rerealal property to the offspring of such
marriage it was held to be invalid
rebellion against the inexorability of
the clerical influence in the courts
rather than the law itself resulted in the
clandestine marriages celebrated by un-
principled clerics in orders known as
fleet marriages and their consequent

scandals a century and a quarter ago inin
london to end this was passed the
english marriage act of lord chan
bellor hardwicke in 1754 this pro-
hibited all clandes tnie and so called

irregular or civil contract marriamarriageses
and made it compulsory on all engenglishsh
subjects except quakers and jews to be
married according to the rites of the
church of england

so ununjustj a measure was certain to
anfnmeetbeet wiwithth evasion opportunity for this
was found in the necessarily unchange-
able rule in the english courts that and
marriage validly performed in the
country in which it had been
contracted must be held valid
for all purposes in england
rebellious spirits and secretly panting
hearts naturally turned towards the
nearest country offering relief this one
was scotland at the time of
the reformation scotland as well
as england refused to accept
the provision of the council of
trent which rendered the solemnizesolemniza
tion of marriage by a priest necessary
Scot lands ancient marriage law was the
same as that olof ancient england from
time immemorial all that has been re-
quisite for a valid marriage in scotland
has been an interchange of real and
acactual consent constituting at the time
divgivenen an undeniable intention and deter-
minationmi to enter the relation of husband
and wife with either incontestable
written evidences of that fact or eviden-
ces of witnesses before whom the same
is declared this was ancient scottish
law it was scottish law when gretna
began to acquire notoriety as a marriage
resortresort for runaway english couples
and it is scottish law todayto day

there has never been in scotland nor
is there today any bar to this form of
marriage save that of public sentiment
the people of scotland including a
large proportion of the clergy ever
sturdily withstood the enactment of
laws by the scottish parliament which
might annul this form of marriage or
tend to cloud under itit strictest
conditions of registration have always
been imposed and scottish law has al-
wa s prescribed certain ceremonials for
celebration of regular marriages such
as the publication of banns and the
officiating by a clergyman but the

irregular marriage by witnessed civil
contract has never been successfully
assailed and has never been subject to
but one slight modification through
deference to english appeals for a check
upon the gretna and
marriages of english people for the
border village of coldstreamCold stream in berwick
shire once possessed almost as unenvi-
able a reputation as gretna in 1856 by
permission of scottish representatives
an act was passed by the british parlia-
ment imposing the condition upon
scottish civil contract marriages that one

of the contracting parties shall have
been a resident of lp i for a period
of twenty one days immediately preced-
ingin such marriage

intn other words any cicichiv il contractmarriage in scotland for hundreds ofyears has been and now is a valid one
the requisites for marriage at gretna ttoday are precisely the same as they al-ways were with the exception of sub
sequent registration and the triflingcondition otof brief residence of one ofdthe contracting parties and within thepast twenty three years the presentbishop of gretna has married between
goo and 1000 couples chiefly runaway
english men and women or nearly onetenth of the entire number so marriedat gretna green since its first scanda-lous marriage of record it is almostas much resorted to at present forirregular marriage ceremony as it wasa hundred years ago though the fine
color and great clamor of the old coach-ing days when the old carlisle andglasgow road resounded with rinringing
hoofs and the shouts of pursuedpursuecl

gian
anandSpursuers are eliminated by the rarailways

and every mail to gretna bringsbishop laing letters of eager ininquiryone of which is truly copied barring thesignature in the following
keighley england aug 20 iaoDEAR SIR
could you kindly inform me whatlength of residence is necessary in scotland for parties going to be married bybvyou at gretna does it require bothbride and bridegroom to be ascertaina certainlength in scotland or only the bridedo you require any certificate as tothe resideresidencenc e in scotland if so frontfromwhom should it be from the ministersolicitor or register what timelime of daydavdo you require parties to be there kirformarriage are you to be readily foundand on any day do you marry sundaywhat fee theis youryou parties I1 wwriteFitefor are respectable people but nonott ableto pay a high leefee say from one to twopounds an early reply will very muchoblige

P S if we come you will know mealeby my carrying a stick with a carvedivory head also by a bit of green ittinmy hathatbandband it is possible the bridemay not have hardly anything on as shewillwid have to cut stick to participateHhoww will we know you

gretna was originally chosen as axanobjective point of safety for both flyingdebtors and runaway couples frofromm Eeng-
land sitsolely on account ofof its fafavorablelocation the great olden coach roadsof england stillstilfitsits finest highways theabe
eastern one coming north throughleeds york boroughbridgeBorough bridge catterickand ancient Bowesthe scene of dickensDothe boys hall in nicholas 1

and thence over dreary Stanemoor andthe western one leading from liverpool
through lancashire and the northwestern english shires joined at the city of
carlisle from carlisle the single broadstone highway passed over the esk andsark rivers between which lay the hisdebatable land into scotland
it should be borne in mind that the dis
tance from carlisle to gretna just be-
yond the sark is only about twelve
miles that gretna was the first coach
relay station north of carlisle that the
sark stream was the unquestioned
boundary line between england and
scotland and that whatever legal otor


