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THE W E K K L Y
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mlin the charge of mr thomas
s receiver it has already paid
5 to the amount of 89 05 per

thee keystone bank in the hands
aart M yardley receiver has so
id seventeen per cent the in
lolisis bank edward hawkinshawking

paid lortyforty five per cent the
r bank david armstrong

paid fifty eight per cent
tinearine bank walter S johnson

has paid eighty three per cent
nationaldional banks which have fabled
pastst I1 am told that an average of

seventy five per cent otof their
inessness has been recovered and
the national banking system isas

t and most reliable on record
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f TRAVELS

LETTER NO
bif october 1895 we

t a pleasant time at ruatangata
at brother going and family by

we were treated with much kind
jsha brother going and wife are

peopleae having tourfour nice little chichildrenadren
susa are also young in the church but

the spirit otol the gospel martha
a young unmarried sister stops
em at io10 a m elders

gainer goulfoff and myself lefteft
ata 0onn horseback and rode nineteen

jofs by way of kamo and hikurangi
to a ne known as opual
haaga toto the residence of elder thomas
fiu ayson president of the

f branchcb who with his large and interest
jag familyiby is about tto0 emigrateTi rate to theofftad at the saints in far off america
gehadme bad quite recently sold his farm at a
tanwriceprice and rejoiced very much at the
prospectsacts of gathering with the saints

spending a short time in pleasant
oam with brother finlayson and
a we took a three mile walk into
flieabe bushbaish piloted by elder finlayson to
eerme of the largest kauri trees in new
leazealandladd it stands on the farm of mr
G foden formerly a member of the
church and on the immediate borders
or-the great puhibueipuei forest its circum
clerence is about forty five feet with a
gigantic stem otof nearly sixty feet below
the branches and seventy five fit for
lulumber exclusive of the top it is esti-
matedmated that its top is about feet
above its roots As to its age nobody
ovodd guess it one enthusiastic writer
waoio visited the tree six years ago uses
llie following language in describing it

i aaijets one stands beneath this monarch of
abaarm forest listening to the perpetual
soughugh of the wind through its gigantic
brandieselles and reflects that its life history
spes back into the mystic
jqpost4 that a thousand years have seen it
iaW wea now see it that probably before

or rome was it burst into life
hhov all that is human is miniminimizedminimisedsed so
farisas can be seen this magnificent tree
JAis still in its youth and that its future

lowytetory if protected may be as lengthen-
ed as its past and that it will still con
amae to live when present scenes shall
bare passed away and are forgotten
weINN experienced considerable difficulty
in lrreachinging this interesting specimen of
aaresrat productionro not only was it

it climbing but the road or path lead
toft itft was very miry and wet in places

1
1 to the recent rains it also led
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through a thick undergrowth through
which we bad to grope our way with
care we were quite tired when we re-
turned to brother Finlay sons house
about sundown and after spending a
pleasant evening with the family we
er joyedenjoyed a good nights rest

the kaui is the finest tree in new
zealand and affords the most valuable
timber it varies from eighty feet to one
hundred feet and upwards in height with
a trunk from three feet to eight feet in
diameter but specimens have been
measured with a diameter of fully
twenty two feet the bark is smooth
and otof a dark grey color and falls away
in large flat flakes and the handsome
globular cone is nearly three inches in
diameter the timber is of the highest
value and combines a larger number of
good qualities in a high degree of per-
fection than any other pine timber in
general use many logs are beautiabeautifullyuily
clouded I1 feathered or mottled and are
highly valued for ornamental cabinet
work panelling etc realizing from xa7
to

0
10o per one hundred feet superficial

ordinary kauri wood without figure is
used for wharves bridges and construc-
tion work generally it is exported to
a greater extent than adv other new
zealand timber and affords employment
to nearly one third of the entire persons
engaged in timber conversion in the
colony

thursday october I1 spent the
day at brother Finlay sous perusingOe a
number of records pertaining to the

district brother Finlay sons
home being the district headquartersheadquartersatat
present about 3 p m elders gardvergardner
and goff started on horseback for
takahiwaiiwai leaving me to follow the
next day in company with elder finlay
son and others

friday october we arose early
and at 7 a ra I1 bid brother Finlay sons
family good bye and started in his com-
pany for maiinai we walked two
miles across some lowlands beyond
which we were overtaken by two of
brother Finlay sons boys with horses
which they had brought around the
swamps that we bad crossed on foot
we mounted the animals and rode four
miles to waro a coal mine and railway
Urterminusminus after examining the mines
and the ac jacent lime stone quarries we
walked along the track one mile to
Ihikurangi a neat little town with
inhabitants where we boarded the tramtrain
at 9 45 a m and rode ten miles to
whangarei having been joined at kamo
by brother percy L C going his nep-
hew and hoane pita a native
elder while they continued by rail to
the wharf brother finlayson and I1 got
off at whangarei to attend to some
businessbusinessbpsiness and we afterwards walked two
miles to the wharf soon afterwards
young robert going from grahams
town came across twthe water with a
little boat to take us to his fathers
house but there being too many of us
to be accommodated at once three of
usual got in first and had a pleasant two
mile sail down the tidal river we landed
at the foot otof some hills on the left across

i which we walked during a heavy fall of
I1 rain while the boat returned for the
other passengerspassengersgeri afteraetor first paying a
visit to limestone island we held an in-
terestingte little meeting at the house of
mr henry H going at grahams town
at which I1 over an hour and after
partaking of the hospitality of mr
going he furnished us with boats

in which brother finlayson and son
brother going and nephew the native
elder and myself embarked at
set out for takahiwaiiwai some eight miles
away and across the wide tidal river
0ourur object in startingstarling at this late hour of
the night was to take advantage of high
water as the river is very shallow in
many places there being no wind we
rowed all the way the night was dark
and cloudy and several times wee lost
our reckoning being unable to see either
the shore or the mangrovesman groves which are
growing very thick in the shallow parts
of the river and in fact lines it all the
way at length we lost our way in sail-
ing up through an inlet or narrow open-
ing in the mangrovesman groves through which we
were to reach the village of takahiwaiiwai
we ran aground again and again unable
to see or keep in the channel at last
we could get no farther which ever way
we turned and so we decided to leave
our crafts and make ashore though we
did not know where the village was it
was now 2 in the morning
stripping ourselves of part of our cloth
ing and picking up our baggage we
started in single file on our wading ex-
peditioneditiontion though the water was not
beepdeep enough to float our boats we found
both water and mud in many places
much deeper than we thought necessary
for wading purposes but none complain-
ed as we were all brave fellows and
would not show the white feather by
re ferri g to the cold the mud and rocks
and shells which cut our bare feet or
the deep holes in the sand or clay into
which we plunged periodically at
length we found ourselves on higher
ground where we could feel the green
grass under our muddy feet but where
were we we hallooedhallowedhallooed long loud and
often and called out in english danish
and maori but for a long time all our
signals of distress were unheededheededin at
length the friendly response of a dordog
was faintlyv heard iinn the distance and
we immediimmediatelyatily stood off in the direc-
tion otof the sound and soon found our
selves climbing a hill more dogs began
to howbowlI1 and finally a whole regiment
a small one of canines met us then we

saw a light and next we counci the
village oh these blessed dogal the
friendly act on the martofpart ot the takahiwaiiwai
canines on this occasion made me torfor
give all the dogs in new zealand all
their former trespasses against me and I1
have never kicked a dog since while
our good brethren and sisters slept the
sleep that would have known no awak-
ing till morning had we not disturbed
them by our actual presence these un-
educated dogs instinctively responded to
our calls and savedsavedusus from the un-
pleasant experience of wandering in the
mud all night

on our arrival in the village we found
elders gardner goff bartlettBartleit and mark-
ham together with a number of natives
who had accompanied the bay of Is
lands elders from te horo sleeping in
the meeting house room was also
made for us and after shaking bands all
around for all the natives as well asao the
elders awoke to hear the hurried report
r f our midnight adventure we retired
to obtain a little rest before assuming the
responsibilities of another day which
was about to dawn upon us when we
laid down

saturday october we com-
menced our conference at lo10 a ni
elder goal was the first speaker foliofollow-
ed by myself and te the


