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RELIGCIOUS.

Sunday Services,
Kellgious services were beld at the
Tabernacle, Balt Lake City, Sunday,

May 29th, 1892, commencing at 2
p-m., Counselor Joeeph E. Taylor
preeiding.

The choir eang the hymn begin-
pnlog:

Zion stands with hille surrounded,
Zion kept by power divine,

Prayer was offered by Elder Walter
J. Beattie, L
The choir eang:

Come thou glorious day of promise,
QOome and ehed thy cheerful ray,

The Bacrament was administered by
the Prlesthood of the Fourteenth ward.

ELDER EDWARD J. WOOD

was first called upon to address the
congregation., He spoke for about
three-qudrters of an hour, snd devoted
the entire time to & rejation of his “ex-
periencee a8 & missisnary in the Sa-
moan islaode. He sald he left homé
with several other Elders for that mis-
pion field in the summer of 1888, hav.
ing been authorized to go smong the
people and preach unto them the prin-
ciples of the everlasting (lospel. In
the year 1830 miniaters belonging to
the London Mirsionary Society deput-
ed a few natives of the Samoan Ielands
to open up its work; three or four
years later white preachers followed,
in 1836 the Wesleyans sent forth
missgionarier; in 1840 the Cathollcs did
the snme, aod so at the present time
there were four denomlinations, ench
professing to be the only true sect, rep-
resented there, Hence in the Bamoan
Islands the Liatter-day Baints had some
opposition in the decluration of thelr
principles. Many, no doubt,especially
strangers, would wonder why the
Lalter-day Bainta went to th.e Bamoan
Ielands at all, knowing that those
other sects were already there. But
many reasons could be given for the
sending of our Elders inlo places
where the people had previously had
the privilege of knowing whal was in
the bible; for all the denominations
which he had named preached some-
thing of what the bible coniained, and
they had educated teachers scattered
from one end tothe other,

The speakel gaves suceinct descrip-
tion of the Navigator [slande, which,
he said, contained a population of
nearly 35,000, and alvo of the people
and their customsz. Without any dis-
respect to outelde churches, he must
say there were some things advocated
and practiced by them in the Samoan
Ielande which were ¢conducive to idle-
ness, non-intelligence, and even infl-
delity, He did not wish to tear down
the work they hed done, however, for
experience had taught him that it was
preferable to show the outsider some-
thing thal was better than that which
he possessed, in order to convert him,
rather than actually pull to pieces that
which he already had. One of the up-
permost laws of this Cburch wase
free agency—the right of all men to

| language, cuetoms,

practice just as their consclences dic-
tated, Btill,there were matters which
otber denominations taught' to tbe
Bamoans that ceriainly did ot
coincide with his own viewe. One of
these bad the effect of keeping the
natives poor. The SBamoans did not
mind what they dJid in order to get
ahead of each otherlin the way of giving
money when the white ministers vol-
lected contributidne from them;
they would even mortgage
their houser and lands in order
to ensble them to pay more
money into the contribution
boxtkan their neigbbor. Ae.a nation
they were very heavily in debt, and
were not so honest, u| right, and ener-
wtic in the performance of their daily
abor as they used to be. The native
Samoan was naturaly intelligent, even
more 80, ns far as he eould learn, than
hijs bretbren on the S8andwich islands,
the Bociety islands, the Marquia is-
lands, in New Zealand, and the
inhabitants of a few other
groups of iglanda, of the same race.
There were many traditions which
informed them tbat the people of those
islands which he had named originally
came from South America, and to
these Elder Wood briefly ndverted,
He also referred to the aborigines of
the Samoan islande. He remarked
that the 8amoans were a great people

to inquire inwo the characteristics,
customa, etc.,, of others, and
wonld¢ often aek the missionaries

their opinion of them, and wbhere
they thougbt itheir race originally
eame from. They also wished to

know from those who virited them
religiously what they thought the
consummation would be—whether

there would be a guthering of thim-
selves and their brethren oo the other
islands of the eea, for tradition toid
them that they had brethren uposn
theee other groups of islands. The
ways of livipg,
and many of the obaracteristics of
these peoples were the same, proving
beyond a doubt that they must

originally have been one race, Thif
wap but the fulfilment of blble
| tophecy. The question wnas often

asked what the Latter-day Sainte want
tc do with the S8amoan patives—for
what purpoge did they go to Samoa,
why did they preach the Gospel there,
what was the object, seeing that they
did not collcot money from the people
as ministers of (uteide churches had
done? That was a question which pos-
8ibly needed no answering ro far as
concerned the members of this Chureb,
Not only did the Elders not collect
money frotn the Bamoane, but pointed
out to them whenever the opportunity
offered the advisability of their getting
together ns much as they, could derive
from their lands and pay off theirown
indebtedness before Imporverishing
tbemselves by turning their means
into other ehannels, The EI.
ders souglit to impress this upen
them before presching anything
else lothem. False roports concerning
the Latter-day Saints were circu-
lated oo the Samoan lsiands the same
as here at home; In fact outeide minis-
ters and teachers seemed to delight in
teiling all manner of storier, without
the alightest foundation, and, of-course,
these lost nothing by repetftion among
the natives., Hence, to a certain
vxtent, Lhere wasthe same oppositlon

for the miseionaries to encounter there
as here; but this was not always a
detrimenf, for thcse of the natives who
did hecome converts to the true Gospel,
having formerly belonged to olber
churcher, invariably remalned steads
fast to the covenant which they made
with the Lord when they entered thé
waters of baptizsm.

Summigg up his misslonary ex-

periences on the Bamoan Islande,
the speaker said he never
spent a happier or more profit.

ahle time, and he had recelved many
testimonies of the (ruth of this great
latter-day work which would remain
with him to the end of his life. By
request of President George Q. Cannon
Elder Wood epoke briefly In the Sa-
moan language, with which he closed
hie address,

PRESBIDENT GEORUE Q. CANNON

dwelt upon thbe missionary work
which ie being carried on by Lhe
Chburch throughout Polynesia, ani ex-
preseed the grealt pleasure which he
had derived from listening to Elder
Wood’s testimony. A ey¥poopsls here
would pot do justice to Brother Can-
non’s interesting and lnetructive ad-
drees.

The choireang the song, “Light and
Truth.**

The benediction was proncunced by
Patrlarch Jobn 8maith.
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NOTICE.

The Hietoriane office would llke to
obtain a copy of the Doctrine and Cov.
enants pubhsbed st Nauvoo between
the years 1840 and 1844, Will nny one
having acopy Yleusu send it to A. M,
Musser, who will pay for It, or if it can-
not be spared, will return it.
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THE Dundee (Scotland) Adveriizer
tellg thi-: < John M, F, had long been
given to tippling, but eventually had
been won over by the temoperance
party, who, to keep him well in tow,
made him ‘doorkeeper of their hall,
Some of his oid acquaintances were i
the habit of chaffing hLim, and one
night while on duty, two old acquaint-
ances turned up with: ‘Hey man,
Jock, I hear ye oan dae miracles |n
:there the nop,* Jack—Nae, we canna
dae miracles in there, but if yo are no?
at the bottom of that stair .In two
meenite, I’ll show ye how we cast
out deevils,? » .
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BT, PAUL, May 29.—A case affecting
the title and possession of property in
this city worth $4,000,000 was filed in
the cirounit court yesterday. Ahbunt
forty five yeare ago a United Btaten
soldier, whoee name is not divulged,
received a warrant entitling him to
160 acres.. He wae killed and the
warrant held for the beneflt of big
widow and children, The widow
trapsferred the warrdint to a party
wbo located 180 acres now occupied
by the Min: esota transfer and adfaceut
projerty, Numerous transfers occurred,
several hundred bolders having been
in possestion, nnd the original properiy
now being worth mearly four million,
The action is brought on behalf of the
chiliren of the soldjer who lived In
Philndelphia, Proceedings have been
fonetituted ngalnst nearly 500 different
holders,




