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titne getting out timber nreparatory to
building and fenciug. On the 11th of
March t'resident Preston and Bishop
Ricks returned to the spot where Rex-
burg now stands and selected it as a
townsite and gave it that pame in
honor of Bishop Ricks. whose family
paine was formerly Rex, he being of
German descent., .

May 30, 1688, the first statistical re-
port of the Bannock Ward showed a
total membership of 869 souls.

Al the first Priesthood meeting held
st the residenceof F. . Gunnpell ai
Rexburg, June 30, 1883, it was decided
_tu divide the ward inte precincts and
select precinet officers and petitioft the
selectinen of the county to effect
precinct organizations, aud that 160
acres of land should be secured for
missionary Lurposes inm eachb of the
various branches. James Myler, A. L.
Ellsworth, Andrew 8. Anderson and
Jumes Eckersell were aﬂpoint,ed home
missionaries. Ro'ert L. Byhee was
appointed wgeneral superintendent of
the Bunday Bchools of the Ward,
Edwund Faul superintender ¢ of the
Y. M. M. I. A.aud Busannah R. Peole
superintendent of Y. L. M. 1. A.

As parts of the Ward there were at
that {ime seven organized brauches,
namely:

Parker with Wyman M. Parker as
presiding Priest.

Cedar Buties with Jehn R. Peole as
presiding Priest.

Louisville with Richard F. Jardine
ag presiding Priest,

Teton with Juhp
presiding Priest.

Lyman with Sydnpey
presiding Priest.

Eagle Rock with John D, Evans as
presiding Priest.

Wilford with James Pincock as
presiding Priest.

July 81, 1883, the second statistical
report of the Bannock Ward showed
the total membership to be 617.

Og¢t. 24, 1883, the first saw mill was
established at Rexburg by William F.
Righy.

Qct. 27, 1883. the first ward con-
ference was held at Rexburg, Presi.
dent William B. Prestun presiding.
Qn this oceasion the first ward Relief
Society was grzanized, with Bophia
Nelson as president. By this time nine
settlemeuts had been commenced, and

Donalison as

Weeks as

(Cedar Buttes), Rexburg, Louisville,
Wilford, Parker and Lyman.

Jan. 31, 1884, the statistical report
showed 815 souls in the ward.

Jan. 26 and 27, 1884, the second
Bannock Ward conference was held at
Rexburg. By this time Louisville had
| bullt a meeting house. 16x24 feet, and
Lyman bad one in course of erection.
Up to Jan. 1, 1884, $279 59 had beeu
Jdonated by the people of Bannock
Ward toward the building of the
Logan Temple.

{To be continued.)
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INFORMATION ABOUT MEXICO.

THE sulject of *“Mormon* coloniza-
tion in Mexico tias been treated on so
extensively by the press of the countiry
that it will probably be not out of place
to refer to it again in these columns.
That some of our peopie have taken up
their abode in the Mexican republic is
pretty well known. That more will
protably join them may naturally be
expected. But that there is any inten-
tion of vacating Utah for the bLenefit
of persons who, if they had tbe courage
and the power:wou]d drive us from
our possessions that they might enjoy
the fruita of our labors, is a hige and
ludicrous mistake.

Apropos of this subject, the New
York (lobe which usually contains an
“interview on current questions with
some person of pronrinence, has one
with Mr. W. D. Jchpson, Jr,
who is well-informed a3  to the
¢nndition of those portions of
Mexico where our people reside,
and =as that paper is refiable and
does not descend to the usual tactics of
the common *“‘interviewer,’” we repro-
duce the account, which contains
much svaluable information. It is as
followe:

Colopnization in Mexico is atiracting
public attention just at present, and the
work of the Mexican Colonization and
Agricultural Company, which began six
years ago, is assuming such a shape that

climats is more even. There is an abund-
ance of water, Dative springs existing in
such great volume on the plateau, that
water force sufficient to operate mills
now in existence, uand other factories
which may hereafter be established, is
afforded.

‘#The valleys in which the colonies are
gituated are covered with a carpet of
the finest indigenous grasses known in
America, viz.: mesquite, curly mesquite,
and black, red and white grama. On
these grasses many thousands of caltle
can be berded. The feed cannot be ex-
celled, and if a superior breed of catile
were introduced the herds in this section
would be superior in Size and weight to
any cattle known to the West. One very

uliar feature in cattle and sheep rais-
ing in this part of Mexico is the fact that
the fattening process of the herds begins
at the ineeplion of the winter and con-
tinues until the rainy season, which usu-
ally occurs from June to September. At
present, when gearch for fat cattle is
made during the winter it is usnally
made on the eastern slope of the great
Sierra Madre Range. The advantage of
stock raising here is, that where further
east, in the winter, the grasses bave lost
their strength and nutritiousness, the
grasses of the Sierra Madre coutain the
most desirable fattening qualities. At
this time of the year heef catile on this
range, although of inferior breed, will
compare favorably with the corn-fed
cattle of Kansas, Nebragska uand other
eastern sources o su;:‘gly.

“In the mountaing thére is ah abnnd-
ance of timber, inchiding pines, varying
from two to four feet in diameter, walnat
and several species of ash and oak
peculiar to the climate. Thus building
material is easily obtained.

“It is a living proof, which may be
sesD by any visitor today, that the Mor-
mon séttlements of Dlaz and Juarez have
demonstrated that, with the improved
implements of agricalture and the per-
sistent inditgtry of the colonists, crops of ¥
corn and other small grains, fruits and
vegetables, are beyond preconceived ideas
of the native inhabitants. So that there
is no question that with the gifts that
pature has bestowed upon this country,
hitherto unknown, the reward for labor
is greater than in any other section of the
continent

“Shonld a system of dams and reserv-
oirs be established on the Casas Grandes
River, which is sure to follow the settle-
ment of these valleys, there will be many
thousands of acres of as fertile land as
can be found on the coniinent brought
inte a state of the highest cultivation
through the energy, skill and indastry



