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river where they stayed for some
time getting out timber preparatory to
building and fencing on the leth of
march erespresidentident preston and bishop
ricks returned to the spot where rex
burg now stands and selected it as a
townsite and javegave it that namedame in
honor of bishop ricksbicks whose family
name was formerly bex he being of
german d scent I1

may 30 1883 the firstdrat statistical re
port of the bannock ward showed a
total membership of souls

at the first priesthood meeting held
at the residence of F C gunnell at
Rexrexburgburg june 30 was decided
joto divide the ward and
select precinct officers and petitpetitionios the
selectmen of the county to effect
precinct organizations and that
acres of land should be secured for
missionary purposes in each of the
various branches james myler A L
ellsworth andrew S anderson and
james eckersell were appointedanted homeatomissionaries roertbo ert L bybee was
appointed general superintendent of
the sunday schools of the ward
edmund paul superintendtendelei t of the
Y M M 1I A and susannah R poolepeole
superintendent of Y L M 1I A

As parts of the ward there were at
that time seven organized branches
namely

parker with wyman M parker as
presiding priest

cedar buttsbuttes with john R poole as
presiding priest

louisville with richard F jardine
as residingpresiding1 priest

tetetonton with john donaldson as
presiding priest

lyman with sydney weeks as
presiding priest

eagle rock with john D evans
presiding priest

wilford with james
presiding priest

july 31 1883 the second atastatisticaltia
report of the Bikunbannockock ward showed
the total membership to be

oct 24 1883 the first saw mill
established at rexburg by william F
ririgbyaby

out 27 1883 the first ward con
ference was held at rexburgRex burg presi-
dent william B preston presiding
on this occasion the first ward
society was organized with
nelson as president by this time
settlements had been commenced

six townetown iteasites laid off namely menan
cedar buttes Bex burg louisville

wilfordWl lford parker and lyman
jan 31 1884 the statistical report

showed souls in the ward
jan 26 andadd 27 1884 the second

bannock ward conference wasw as held at
rexburgBexRex burg by this time louisville hadbad
built a meeting house feet and
lyman had one in course of erection
up to jan 1 1884 6959 had becu
donated by the people of bannock
ward toward the building of the
logan temtemplelevoto 6be continued

information ABOUT MEXICO

THE subject of mormon coloniza-
tion in mexico has been treated on soBO

extensively by the press of the country
that it will probably be not out of place
to refer to it again in these columnscolumn
that some ofour people have taken up
their abode in the mexican republic is18

pretty well known that more will
probably join them may naturally be
expected but that there is any inten-
tion of vacating utah for the benefitlene fit
of persons who if they had the courage
and the power would drive us from
our possessions thatteat they might enjoy
the fruits of our labors is a huge and
ludicrous mistake

apropos of this subject the new
york gloa which usually contains an
interview on current questions with

some person of prominence has one
with mr W D johnson jr
who Isia well informed as to the
condition of those portions of
mexico where our people reside
and as that paper is reliable and
does notdot descend to the usual tactics of
the common interviewer we repro-
duce the account which contains
much valuable information it is as
follows

colonization in mexico is attracting
public attention just at present and the
work of the mexican colonization and
agricultural company which began sixrix
years ago is assuming such a shape that

success in its enterprise is an assured fact
situated in one of the prettiest spots of
mexico are the four colonies the natur-
al advantages of the place are many
affording as they do all the means for
comfortable homes and snug fortunes

W derby johnson jr who is person-
ally in charge of one of the colonies

colonia diaz by name has recently
come from the south and talked freely
with a representative of the globe about
the country

we have four colonies in mexico
said mr johnson the largest two are
colonia diaz and colonia juarez

they are situated in northwestern chi-
huahua the former is named after
presidentnt diaz the latter gets its name
from wenbenitoito juarez the washington of
mexico both are on the cassacasas grandes
river the latter about seventy miles
south of the former the other settle-
ments are pacheco and francisco they
are situate west and east of juarez the
inhabitants number about 2000 and are
principallyinci pally americans it is an excel-
lentfez agricultural country and the graz-

aI1ing is the finest in the world the facil-
itiesi for raising fruit we consider equal
if not better than california because the
climate is more even there is an abund-
ance of water native springs existing in
such great volume on the plateau that
water force sufficient to operatesperate mills
now in eexistenceas tence and other factories
I1which may hereafter be established is
afforded

the valleys in which the colonies are
situated are covered with a carpet of
the finest indigenous grasses known in
america viz mesquite curly mesquite
and black red and white gramsgrama on
these grasses many thousands of cattle
can be herded the feed cannot be ex-
celled and if a superior breed of cattle
were introduced the herds in this section
would be superior in size and weight to
anyy cattle known to the west one very
peculiar feature in cattle and sheep rais
ing in this part of mexico is the fact that j
the fattening process of the herds begins
at the inception of the winter and ooncon
finues until the rainy season which lisa- j

ally occurs from june to september at
present when search for fat cattle in
made aaringduring the winter it is usually
made on the eastern slope of the great
sierra madre range the advantage of
stock raising here is that where further
east in the winter the grasses have lost
their strength and the
grasses of the sierra madre contain the
most desirable fattening qualities at
this time of the year beef cattle on this
range although of inferior breed will
compare favorably with the corn fed
cattle of kansaskansa nebraska and other
eastern sourcessource 01of supplysupply

in the mountains thereere is ohdh abund-
ance of timber including pines varying
from two to four feet in diameter walnut
and several species of ash and oak
peculiar to the climate thus building
material is easily obtained

it is a livlivingW g proof which may be
seenan by any visitor today that the mor-
mon

or
settlements of diaz and juarez have 1

demonstrated that with the improved
implements of agricultureagriculture and the per
sistena indindustrystry 0of the colonists crops of f
corn and othotherer small grains fruits and
vegetables are beyond preconceived ideas
of the native inhabitants so that there
is no question that with the gifts that
nature has bestowed upon this country
hitherto unknown the reward for labor
is greater than in any other section of the
continent

isshould a system of damsdame and reserv-
oirs0 rs be established on the casas grandes
river which is sure to follow the settle-
ment of these valleys there will be many
thousands of acres of as fertile land asan
can be found on the continent brought
into a state of the highest cultivation
through the energy skill and industry


