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: | That is just what we want; and is what | he abundantly blessed, and those who| Aiter His resurrection He said to | of death unto death—life unto life
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In the new Stake Tabernacle, Provo,

Sunday afternoon, August
l §0m. 1885. K

+ REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE,

Occasions of this kind have a very
recious significance to those who are
nterested in the great work {of the
- Jast dispensation. They awaken the
. better feelings of our natures to com-
. mune together as the people of God, to
contemplate His providences towards
- His ple, the experiences through
which they have passed,and are passing.
It is very pleasant to the Elders who
re called to speak to the people in
guing irom place to ,t0o meet those
with whom they associated in
earlier times and in far distant coun-
tries. In this respéct my journey was
made pleasant this morning upon find-
ing myself in the carriage with breth-
ren whom I Jlabored with almost
thirty-five years ago in the British
Isles. :
- Thirty years ago,in about one month,
our brother and friend, Professor
Maeser, with several others,in the City
of Dresden, the capital of Saxony,
strolled away one night, and finding
ourselves beyond the surveillance of
the police, a mile or more, down to the
banks of the river Elbe, we there had
~ the pleasure of seeing him enter in-
to the covenant of the everlasting
Gospel with us,  This andlike circum-
stances cause me to thank the Lord
for His grace that has preserved,
helped and sustained us, and kept us in
the truth until this present time,while
many who have been baptized into the
Church have fallen out by the way.
When we contemplate the parable of
the Savior in reference to the ten vir-
gins—five of whom were wise and five
foolish—behold, we are seeing in part
the fulfilment of that parable. hen
we consider how many have turned
away at one time and anpother because
the way was too straight or the road
was too rough for them, we have rea-
son to be very thanktul that the love of
the truth has continued and in-
creased in our hearts. It is fitting that
we should labor with diligence and
faithfulness and with our mights to
bgihg to pass the purposes of God, in-
asmuch as they are rolling upon us
rapidly, and seeing that He has prom-
ised that He will cut his work short in
righteousness.
since the Father came forth from the
heavens with His Son and spoke to the
Prophet Joseph—then a boy only about
fourteen years old, and told him that
all the people of the earth had gone
astray from His ordinances and had
brokenthe everlasting covenant—I say
since that time what wonderful pro-
gress has been made in _developing the
arts and sciences. Those were the
days of the stage coach instead of the
railroad. Then postal facilities were
very slow. It. required months for
communications tp go from this country
to Europe and . Now it is
done in an instant, steam and electri-
. city enable people to transact business
in one day or an hour, perhaps, that
| ed to take months to accomplish.
. The Lord is in this way fulfilling His
“promise that He would hasten His
work in its time. He has increased
facilities during ourday and gencra-
tion for the accomplishing of work and
~ brin about His purposes which it
would take many times as long to ac-
complish unﬂg{
ﬂ%ﬁift eight . A
- years ago,when we came
ACross gae lglnins it took us all summer
to get from the Missouri river to Salt
Lake. We nad to walk and toil by the
road; our teams gave out and died by
the way. A company of us in the year
1848 were from the 18th of February
till the 19th of October coming from
LivErpool to this Territory. Now
the Saints-start from the old country
and come here by steam in about three
weeks, a journey that formerly took
nine months to perform. This is one
of the ways in which the Lord is
shortening His work—cutting it short
in righteousness—and furthermore He
has said He will hasten it in its time.
Now, there must necessarily be, as
there always has been, the same
enmity between the Church of Christ
and the world that ever has existed,
And what is the t reason why
there must be such opposition? I can
tell you omne reason. It is be-
cause that we, by the bless-
&& power and nirement of
, have been enabled o forthand
preach the Gospel, gather the believers
together, organize churches, build
cities and temples, and establish a
church and kingdom unto God, and
that the world cannot do. That is one
reason why they feel emnity toward us.
This is a great testimony to the whole
- world—the work of gathering the peo-
gle:‘ of every language under the sun,
om the frigid, the temperate and the
torrid zones, From Iceland on the
North, as well as from New Zealand
and the Cape of Good Hope on the
South, and all countries intermediate,
~ waere the Gospel has been preached,
Tt 18 a subject that is an enigma for
the greatest statesman of the earth;
this gathering tegether of people of
different languages, different educa-
tion and habits, and harmonizing them
all, The great secret is that they are
first baptized into the same spirit, one
baptism, one faith, and one Lord.
They come here and iJemg taught cor-
rect principles they govern themselves.

"the old regime—the]]

eve
cumrg rulers in Israel, or heads of fami-
lies, shall be men of God, fllled with

the knowledge, the revelations and | b

power of God. ,

I am thankful that I live wita vou-
see the great and mighty operations of
Jehovah’s purposes going on in the
earth. I feel thankful that I am per-
mitted to perform any humble part in
this marvelous work. The Saints,
even those in the humblest station,
should feel thankful that they can con-

are too poor to walk in the right way of
the Lord, will become so poor that
they will perish froin the land by and

y.
What has brought you here from dis-
tant lands? 1t is the potency of those
Erinniples you have embraced. What

as inspired you to labor and make this
part of the,wilderncss so beautiful? 1
recollect,when I first came to Provo on
the 4th or July, 1849, we had a sort of
celebration; some of the authorities
of the Church were here, and arrange-

tribute one way or another by their
efforts or their means to help advance
any of the interests of the Church eor
Kingdom of God.

Former speakers have referred to
the principle of tithing. This is one
of the very important teatures of the
faith of the everlasting Gospel. It
always was when there was a people
of God ,on the earth. Go back to our
Father Abraham—whom ' all sprofessed
Christians would like to claim heirship
with—and we find that he was very
tenacious in pu‘glna his tithing, his
whole tithing. hen he went to war
against the thirteen kings, with his
company of three hundred and eighteen
trained servants, followed them all
night, overtook them, and became
their victors, he brought home the
spoils, and when he reached Jerusalem
he found there Melchisedec, the ruler
of the country, the minister of the
Lord, the king of peace; one of the
first things be did was to pay his tithing
of the booty, and he received a bless-
ing at Melchisedec’s hands. So it was
with Isaae and Jacob. We are in-
formed in the Scriptures that Jacob
covenanted with the Lord, saving: “*Of
all thou shalt give me, 1 will surely
give the tenth unto thee,”” which he
did. And when in after years the
Lord brought Israel back from Egypt
to Canaan, where He promised they
shoula live and have an everlasting in-
heritance if they would keep His law,
He gave it them with this reserve, that
a tenth of the people’s possessions
should be paid to Him:

“I'hat all the tithe of the land,
whether of the seed of the land, the
fruit of the tree, the tithe of the herd
and of the flock, is the Lord’s, and
shall be holv unto the Lord.” (Num-
bers xxvii. 30-32.)

If they did not do this they would be
robbing the Lord. The fact was, all
they possessed was the Lord’s, and
when they appropriated all to their
own use, paying nothing iuto the
Lord’s storehoeuse, they did that for
which He afterwards, by
Malachi, charged them with robbing
Him, even their whole nation.”” (Mala-
chi iii, 9.)

The Lord has said uuto us, very em-
hatically, if we do not sanctify
his land and make it holy unto Him by
keeping this and all other of His com-
mandments that 1t shall not be a land
of Zion unto us. Let us hearken to it,
take it to heart, think of it, study it
prayerfully and learn what it means.
Says one,**Here is a poor widow that
does not owe any tithing; thereis a
poor brother who is lame and cannot
work who does not owe any tithing.”
Don’t they? Letus see. The paying
of tithing, like every other ordinance,
has its peculiar blessings,and what are
they? In the receipt which the Prophet
Joseph Smith gave to me in Nauvoo,
signed by himself and the tithing clerk,
he stated that having paid my tithing in
full to date, I was entitled to the bene-
fits of the baptismal font, which had
just been dedicated in the basement of
that Temple. Do not this poor
widow and that lame, unfortunate
brother need the benefits of the bap-
tismal font for their deceased kindred
ust as much as the rich, the sound and
the fortunate? I think thevdo. How
then can they obtain a right and titie
to their blessings? The Lord has insti-
tuted a means h{ which they may re-
ceive their blessings by the payment of
their tithing. The first Thursday of
every month is a Fast day, for the
Saints to gather together in praver and
fasting, and to bring their offerings for
the poor, that the aillicted and unfor-
tunate may not lack for food or cloth-
ing and the comferts of life. Now,
if a poor man received one hundred

ounds §of flour or any other girt,
t is his privilege to pay one tenth of it
as tithing, and have it credited to him
on the book as a tithing payer, and in
this way he pays his tithing.just as
much as the man who pays one han-
dred dollars. The same with the poor
sister who receives her aid from the
Relief Socicty. She can pay her tith-
ing in the same way—have her name
recorded on the books, and thus ac-
auire the right to be baptised for her

ead kindred. These rights and priv-
ileges are not confined to the rich.
They are for people of all conditions in
life, proyided they comply with the re-
quirements of the Lord. The Savior
said the widow, with her two mites,
paid in more than the rich out of their
abundance. Some have been inclined
to practise this principle on a kind of
sliding scale. If they donate apn
amount to the building of a Tabernacle
ora Tempie, they must take that
out of their tithing. This is not the
correct way,

God has given us commanpndments
concerning the law of tithing; fle has
also given us instructions in regard to
our offerings for the poor, ags follows:

**Therefore, if any man shall take of [ Th

the abundance which 1 have made, and
impart not his portion, according to
the law of my Gospel, unto the poor
and the needy, he shall, with the
wicked, lift up his eyes 1 hell, being
in torment.”—(Doc¢. and Cov., Section
104, par. 18.)

He directs all these things. If we

ments were then made and directions
siven for the location of this city.
Since then, see what has been accom-
plished! See this meeting house,
court house, bank building, your
woolen factory—the greatest one of the

them, hitherto you have asked nothing
of the Father in my name, but now,
said He, whatsoever you shall ask the
Father in my name it shall be granted
unto you. Now is all power given Into
my hands both in heaven and on earth,
After His resurrection He called His
Apostles together and commissioned
them, saying, ‘*Go ye into all the world,
and preach the (xospel to every crea-

ture. He that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved, but he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned.’”” That
was another feature of the work
wherein He sends the Gospel—now
that [srael bad proved themselves un-
worthy of iv—to all the world. We
see, then, that the great werk of
the brethren was to carry the Gospel

Territory, and one that would be a
credit to any part ot the continent—
what has done all tins? It isthe po-
tency ot those principles God has
revealed to you. Itis this that induced
you to leave your uative lands and
come to this country, strangers in a
strange land, as Abraham was when he
left his,;home and went down to
Canaan. These principles are known
by vou, my brethren and sisters. They,
however, are principles the world do
not know anything about, especially
this principle of tithing. They have
their own way of making coatribu-
tions, etc.. but they do not under-
stand tithing as a law of God. We,
who do comprehend these things, must
follow oot heaven’s requirements, that
the favor and strength of the heavens
may be with us.

While we have been in this land what
else have we been doing? We have
been sending away missionaries by
scores ahd hundreds, year by vear, to
inform and if possible to convince the

eople ot the truth of the Gospel
They will not, however, receive it. It
seems as though mankind now, as in
the days of Jesus, have ears to hear,
but they will not hear; eyes to see, but
they will not see: hearts to under-
stand, but they will not understand.
When we tell themn that certain princi-

les and views we hold are our relig-
ous convictions, or our conscientious
understanding ot the word ol the
Lord, we are told at once that there is
no relizcion about it, as if others had a
better right to know what our relig-
ious convictions should be than our-
selves,

We have a great and marvelous work
laid upon us, and its more marvelous
features are still to be devzloped and
made manifest, We yet see bnt a small

the Prophet | part of it. The Lord has shown us all

we can bear; all we can, in our pres-
ent state of development, comprehend
apd apply.

The Savior said, when He was upon
the earth, **I am the way, the truth,
and the iife.” Now, if we can find out
sufliciently about our Savior, His views
and doings, we shall be able to under-
stand generally the principles of the
glorious gospel which has been re-
vealed and something of its outcome.
We learn that our Savior was born of
a woman, and He was named Jesus the
Christ, His name when he was a spir-
itual being, during the first half of the
existence of the earth, before He was
made flesh and blood, was Jehovah. He
was in the begiuning of the creation,
and He had to do and nhas had to do
continually with the creation and gov-
ernment of this heaven and this earth.

But up to the time that He
came and dwelt in the tlesh and was
born of Mary, His mother, He dwelt
In the spirit life. He was the spirit
Being that directed, governed and gave
the law on Mount Sinai, where Moses
was permitted to see Him in part. He
is the Being that appeared unto the
brother of Jared when ne brought the
stones that were to be put into the
barges, and asked the Lord to touch
themr with His finger that they might
{ receive and emit light. When the Lord
drew near and touched the stones with
His tinger, the brother of Jared's eyes
were opened and he saw  the finger of
the Lord. He was afraid ana fell
down before the Lord. The Lord
asked him, “Why nast thou fallen?
Ansel!” And he said that he was
afraid, for he beheld the tinger of the
Lord, and he . did not know that the
Lord had flesh and blood. Jehovah
then showed him His whole peérson
suying, *‘This is the body of my Epil‘it’;
—He that should come in the meridian
of time and take  upon Himself a
body of flesh and blood. When that
time arrived, and he attained the age of
thirty years, He began to officiate in the
ministry, after He had been baptised
by John the Baptist,

Without stopping t) detail as much
as I would like, I want to call atteation
Lo two or three leading features of His
work. The Savior coumnenced tolabor
in the mmlstrﬂf, and found men here
and there of the right spirit, whom He
commanded to follow Him. To one of
these he said, **Before Philip called
thee, 1 saw thee.” So He continued to
find and select choice spirits whom He
knew Dbefore the foundation of the
world, He ordained twelve of them
to la¢ His ministers, and then He sent
them abroad, But did He send them
all over the world? No. f[le first told
them 1o go ouly iuto the lost sheep of
the hoase of ael, and they went,
They worked wilh great success, heal-
g the sick, casting ont devils, ete.
They neither lacked food nor raiment:
freely they received, freely they gave.

us they reported their mission,

Apostles, but other seventy also, mis-

sionary men, sending “them forth
t0  teach Israel that the kine-
dom of heaven was at hand.

During his mission and long before He
was crucitied He taught them that He
would be crucitied, and on the third

learn His way and walk in it, we shall

dadv be arose from the dead, but they
did not seem to understand it,.

L

to the whole humanp family first. Buat
the Savior told them that if he went
away, they should do greater works
than He had done, because He went to
the Father. What did He do? After
He was crucified He went and preached
to the spirits in prison, even to that
ereat multitude that were destroyed
through disobedience befere the flood
and by the flood. He unlocked the
rison doors to those that were bound.
Vhile upon the earth the Savior and
His brethren of the Twelve lahored to
impart the Gospel to those that were
living. The Savior set the Priesthood
in order and offered the Gospel t@ the
people, but they would not receive it.
Still this was the great work that had
to be performed. The Gospel had to
be preached to mortals first, and next
to those in the spirlt world.

What are our condition and labor
now? In this last dispensation the
Prophet Joseph Smith, in the year
1820, first received revelations from the
heavens, and it was only until 1844
that he was permitted to live. By
1830 the Book of Mormon was brought
forth from the mountain Cumorah,was
translated and printed, and fourteen
‘yvears from that time the FProphet
Joseph was taken from us. :

When he went away he went with the
keys of this last dispensation to the
prison house of the dead, they had
died in times that'were past; and he, his
brother, Hyrum, the brethren of the
I'welye Apostles—for there are now
nearly a quorum of the Twelve
Apostles with them — eonstitute a
great and mighty church in the spirit
world, laboring and preaching the
Gosp+=| to the spirits of our fathers
who are in prison. They are calied
upon to do the work DBrother Smith
has been speaking abeut this afternoon.
The prophet Elijah came and delivered
his message on the 6th of March, 1836,
in the Temple in Kirtland, and he has

The Savior pot only sent the Twelve | b

been at work, ever since then, turning
the hearts of the children to the fath-
ers, and the nearts of the fathers to the
children.

Referring to this work the Apastle
" Paul makes this declaration: *“‘For to
this end Christ both died ana rose, and
revived again, that he might he Lord
both of the dead and living.”

So 1t is with the Prophet Joseph
Smith. He has wone before with the
keys of this dispensation, after having
lived and conferred them upon the
authorities of the church, even all that
was necessary until he shall come
again 0 build up this kingdom pre-

aratory to the coming of the Lord
ge:aus Christ. He with others are
helping to carry out the great work of
the redemption of the dead. And this
part of the work we are called upon to
perform in the temples. To be baptized
for them, to be confirmed for them,
and to perform all those holy ordi-
nances for vyour righteous dead, for
your worthy ancestry, which you have
done or shall do for yourselves, makes
vou to become saviors upon Mount
Zion. The responsibility resting up-
on the Saints ‘in regard to these
matters is very great. 1 heard
the Prophet Joseph say, in a ser-
won he preached before he was
killed, that no greater responsibilit
rcsl:m'i upon the Saints than the wor
of attending to ordinances for their
dead. This, then, ought to be taken
into serious consideration. Brethren
who cannot go abroad and preach the
Gospel may labor in the temples, and
Emg. bring to pass the purposes of

od.

When we contemplate this great
work, shall we wince at persecution?
Though we are persecuted, though our
enemies are hunting and harassing
and breaking up our famcilies, shall we
be frightened and be any less wise and
discreet, or adopt,unworthy measures
to kKeep out of prison? Certainly not.
Let us be true to the truth. Let us be
true to what God has committed to us,
in every iota.

In conclusion I would say a word of
encouragement to the brethren who
are engaged in the ministry. In the
early times of the Church in forei
lands the work of the Lord spread rap-
idly when the Elders labored with
unity of purpose and faith, and a great
many were added to the Church.
Many were brought to this land. Now
we have come to 4 time when but few
come into the Church., Some of the
doctrines that have been revealed area
stumbling block 10 the people. 1t was
80 in the days of Jesus and His
Apostles. He taught the doctrine of
the cross and of the resurrection,
which was a great stumbling block to
them-—a rock of offence, as is the doc-
trine of eternal aund pluaral marriace.
Through the opposition thatthe Elders
ave to meet, owing4to that doctrine,
they sometimes feel that their labors
are very trifling when they baptise but
few. I want tosay to the brethren,

that [y_'nu do a great deal of good, be
not discouraged, nor of a douabiful

peart, You do a vast deal of good you
cannot see.  Your testimonies to the
world are a savor of life uato life or

those who receive and render obeg.
ence to the Gospel; death unto dey;
to those who reject it. The world j,
filled with lies concerning Gog,
people and  the truths {j
teach. The influences of
})I‘EHE and pulpit seem concentrgy
or the publication of lies in referey.
to the Latter-day Saints. The woy
seems inclined to believe lies and |
damned rather than receive the tmy
A painful thought. Still, there is t.
good you may do: you should be g
siduous in your labors to correct i
errors aud lies that are circuluty
among the people; you may softeny,
people’s susceptibilities and pre
dices; and perhaps you may be g
means of preventing a great many
and women, who might otherwise)
guilty of the shedding of inuvoey
blood, from enteiring 1nto anythingg
that Kind or consenting to itintl
hearts, and though they may ot
willing and ready to receive the Gogy
in this life, yet, by not iimbruing thy
hands in binud, may be they will hg
the privilege and be willing to rece
the Gospel in the spirit world, Yy
know not, therefore, the good that y
may do in this respéct.

I pray God to bless every ioteresis
this Stake of Zion, temporal g
spiritual, present and future, inp
name of the LordJesus Christ., Ame

NOTES BY THE WAY.

SALT LAKE CITY, Sépt 9., 1§
Editor Deseret News: |

Continuing my study of geogry
and other sciences, and traveling s
from Chesterfield, T found the farm
busy cutting grass and grain; W
used the scythe, the dropper, thes
raker, the self-binder and the hek
all these machines have some g
points but many fauity ones. Thewm
appeared to be good. The peoplew
busy and peace prevailed.

RIVEEDALE

is a settlement on Bear river, pres
over by a young Bishop namedl
Mecham, a centleman ot genial
ners, and withal a useful membe
society., That ward has a strean
water from Bear river, and whes
few years ago it seemed impossibl
raise grain and vegetables, thesep
ducts now flourish and the people
e¢njoying the comforts of life. Aew
the river W. G. Nelson, and old
dent of Franklin, but now of this wm
has a successful water-wheel, by me
of which suflicient water is lifted
irrizate considerable land. He i
wheat, eorn, amber cane, melons ay
variety of good things for family v
He got the plan of his water-w
from Platte . Lyman, followed his
structions and succeeded in lifting
water in buckets from the river |
Ermagns and conveyes it thenze to
and.

PRESTON,

another ward on my way toSalf Lak
seemed prosperous. It ha a Jare
body of land and now a goodsiream of
water from Cub River; good gdens,
somne %rain, and a prospect now\bey
have the water, for one of the larges
settlements in Cache Valley, The
ward is in Idaho. Quite a number ¢
hardy citizens reside in this ward, pr
sided over bﬁ W. C. Parkinson, v
merly of Fraoklin, a pleasant man
a good member of society. This w
must be some 36 square miles in exie,
Its future is bright. in an agricstin
point of view, as it contains som
fuml land, an(i it is elevated, makin
reer from the late and early frosis

Passing on through Franklin, B
mond, Smithticld, Logan and Wi
ville, k noticed everywhere evi
of .prnsperit.g, and an abundanct
grain, vegetables, fruit, etc. 18
no profanity, I saw no drunkens
and I admired the peace of the pi
However, I saw_ that wild oats, o
and other weédds were growing ¥
pant.

Crossing over the mountain[ @
to Brigham City and Willard-¥
fruit, grain and other products of'
husbandman were abundant, #
which take considerable laborto}
duce.

I went through

PLAIN CITY AND THE COUNTRY 8

of the Weber River; here also®
the evidences of the diligence of
people—fruit in sbundance, grall
vegetables in profusion; good d¥
ings and apparently a i]ﬂ.ppv ,
Lucern, that successful kind ofF
that produces so much hay, ‘-Thli-l
good to feed dry, but death 10’

n | stock if they get into the fields sl

it green, was to be seen on every¥
Hooper’s old range i< now the hul'j
hundreds of people; school housé
dwellings show signs of thrift anﬂ_}
tivity and a people are here re&s
who are quiet and lawabiding. J
‘ravelling through Kaysville'
Farmington I noticed lucern 18
put up by scoresand hundreds o’ |
where only a few years ago it app”
a dry and dreary waste. Gbod ("
ings, fruit trees and other indica’
of prosperity are abuundant in ¥
two settlements. Centrevilie '
East, West and South Bountift
not behind in the march of civiliz®
hundreds ot new and subs@l
dwellings are in these neighbord’
and a thrifty people are growiii
Children seem to he numerous, 3/
these people practice plural mar’
their character would indicate |
they do so from: a sense of duty 3

keep the great first commandl
‘‘Multiply and replenish the earth




