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THE WAVE OF prosperity
the impression that the united states

once more has entered upon an era of
prosperity is strengthened by the obser-
vation recently made by the london

that financial journal always
noted for its conservative views andguarded utterances is quoted as fol-
lows

ol-f
I1

we think america has entered upon
a period of great prosperity which will
last for years if no great folly is com-
mitted

all the natural conditions seem tofavor puchuch a view of the matter thewar with spain being over the beatenergies of the country should be de-
voted to the development of our natural
resources and the strengthening of our
commerce there is no reason why
this country should not excel in thepursuits of peace every other country
just as in this war she has completely
overshadowed her antagonist and itshould not be necessary to build aroundthe country a chinese wall either

the statement of our foreign com
merce torfor the fiscal term ended wwithithjune last furnishes a firm basis for thebelief in coming prosperity the totalexport of merchandise amounted to

which beats the record byover and while the esportiex
show this remarkable increase the im-ports decreased and the excess of ex-ports over imports was thecause of this may be found in thescarcity of crops in many countries andthe abundance here but it is probably
also true that this country Is every yearbecoming less dependent upon boreifore 1 6 1

countries while the latter are being
forced to go to our markets for a sup-ply prosperityerity Is at the door hope
and confidence are its attendants

PORTO RICO

general miles Is slow in moving on
porto ricohico but probably this part of
the campaign is to be marked with
the same deliberation as that whichhas characterized the movements ofthe navy and army so far and as long
as the results are equal to those al-ready attained there can be no reason
for impatience at delays which whenthe final accounts are balanced mayprove to be important factors in thedesirable sum total

the capital of porto rico has in itsearly history proved itself a veritablestronghold the chicago recordquotes a london chronicler who writ-ing in 1741 says
there tola a very strong citadel builton the southwest side of the place

which commands and defends it andbesides this is a very strong castlewhich protects the port in 15961595 sirfrancis drake was here and burnt allthe ships but foreseeing that hohe
not be able to keep the place

without abandoning all his other de-signs he left it three years after-wardwat d the earl of cumberland reduced
it and had some thoughts of keeping
it but losing men in the space ofa month by gia contagious dise aase hewasvas glad to depart carrying with himseventy pieces of cannon and an im-mense booty in plate in 16161615 the dutchsent a strong fleet hither but with nogreat success for they only took tandandplundered the city not being able toreduce the castle which with theother forts are now in a better condi-tion than ever this harborbarbor having beenfound of vast use since the spaniards
haw thought it to their interest todisturb our commercecommence

since that time the art of warfarehas undergone complete revolutions andmany places formerly impregnable are
now about defenseless but there are
natural positions which even modernengines of war will find tocarry at all events san juan and the
entire island will soon become theproperty of the united states it will
probably be held as a security per-
haps until the war indemnity Is paid
which may be equivalent to foreverporto rico has a population of abouta million inhabitants sugar and coffeeareane the principal products of theisland the soil is said to be fertile
and the climate Is df describedascribed as salu-
brious itif cuba is the pearl of the
antilles porto rico may be called its
diamond if glowing descriptions
come somewhere near the truth

concerning the inhabitants a con-
tributortri butor to the chicago times heraldsays

As a class its people are far superior
to the cubans they are good looking
happy and prosperous they have hadthe time and have taken the pains
to obtain some education the negroes
are an inconsiderable part of thepopulation being heavily in the minor-
ity mixed bloods are less common
than in other spanish american lands
there are many spaniards but their
assertion has beepbeen that they belong toporto rico and not to spain just as
many of the immigrant
fought for the american colony in therevolution porto aleo Is the only west

island of which this is true
and this fact speaks loudly not only
fornr the virtues of the land and climatebutbait for the character of the natives
who seem to have absorbed the span
ardstards and made good westerners of
bem the dominant population Is the

creole by which toIs meant of course
white Ter sons of M

hinoaand they are clean healthealthybv intelli
ent honorable and brave utterly dlfdif

barf fromfram the hungry horde of
allies which ate the american arav

11mtt of bacon and hardtack before
then rolled corn

laylav down in the shade and
to assist in roadsniphe women are tapth handsompat of allattro T rind do not break 1 or

TOWrow old so parla Psas tb ir sistersfil of
1114 P othar islands their ashnerasMner grimponR IMPo
joinerh ang due in to unmixed blood antarp to an and in
I s thath apade daltadest anofo
n and apai tv in the

Iarpse 1 lgIs in the use of
and theme porto inq male

rdnd female are notably sober
As a strategic point porto rico

would bbo of tho greatest adadvant aee
ann the d seq s in case of fur-
ner with any burodeanEu roDean
ower and this consideration will not

ho when tho of the
nalinal disposition of the island arises

A GREAT COUNTRY THIS

this war has developed many pe-
culiar things some of them so decided
avv unique that they partake somewhat
ofnf the ludlcrois that incident at the
Taladronedrone islands when the governor
ere peral apologized for not having

r he cougil respond anfnt 1 ostoat
shots which he mistook for a asalute
ansas absolutely funny and other thin

have been lustjust as singular andand rested
t that but the climax have

reached when uncle sams com
bidding for transpor-

tation to spain of the spanish prison-
ers in santiago was won and accorded

i100 a spanish firm in new yorktork ttitis known as the spanish icompany and tois operated by wico
the matter stands thus the uniteunitedstates engages in a war with a foreignborei sl

country during which all di I1
relations are suspended and all cornco 6
merce is stopped in the course of 1I

events our forces capture a big liceof spanish territory and a large abwalong with it one of the terms of cacaral
ture being that the soldiers taken shshaball be returned home at our expense
we then call for bids having thatha abs01beject in view and some of the prisonersprisonerone

1

countrymen make an offer among9 roanakothers and succeeded in capcapturingturin r haj
prize the united states thus ppassia
spaniards for transportation of othotherr is whom it waa 11 t 41 11 i1 j
do anything more for than take caa
of as prisoners of war

it is well understood that no jtbnation under the sun would have ddoeas this one has in respect to the baxaured enemy and in many otherothe raspects but then it is also underunderstoodtoo
that it is unlike any other nation ievery important particular we hjsomesome distinguished prisoners as a crewlreof the strained relations between siand ourselves among them beingbaina
admiral several captains lieutenin
and so on and at least one govgoicgeneralgen eral of a province theseprisoners in a manner so altaltege
nominal that the word

seems to have no application
all within reasonable limits abiulaxeare by no means narrow orir at allfined the men spoken of can come
go as they see fit their personal
fort is carefully provided for tfeimer station in lif tt i1 tirank is always a matter of contltaaion and they live on the ienianbetter than they would at some of i
hotels which claim to be first cu
in contemplation of these thieragr
wunderwonder tois that any of them eacarere toturn to spain at all ariailI1 if the eactstate of affairs were known totn ihabainder of the spanishalft dujfurca s
i question if we dolifI1 n t som lithe last one of them to look antte 1
raightplight notnol be a bad thing ti3 c dinvretpet the information 1 i1 tlth in i prdent brigham younsyoung aured ttc suy ittfindians it may be to feed j

fight them
A great country Is this its giness is not really understood by i

its own citizens foreign cotcountare just beginning to fini out thatis entitled to rank somewherewhere
their own rating

COLONEL PAGEPA OB APPOINTED

the nenewsws extends Usits cong ra
eions to former colonel but now ma
henry page of the volunteer sea

z

upon his appointappointmentmeLt as indicateIndicateiL jag

position Is in the quartquartermastersquartermasterermaste
apartmentpart ment and is well merited AA efmmany of major pages friendsfriendsSabout and their name toIs legion WMhave been better pleased itif a pi
which his qualities as a soldier 06
have wider play had been se
he being one of the very few aiu
of the volunteer forces who hahav
actual service at the front but
gratified that he has been redo
and that through such
state wears another distinction
mark of the general governmentsgovern mementH
vor 1

our congressional delegation
zealously and untiringly to I1
president comprehend and act
matter that he seems to to

F somewhat slowslaw is easily accoaccod
I1I1 A man who works fifteenclifteen hhe


