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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THE WAVE OF PROSFERITY.

The impression that tie United States
once more has entered upon an era of
prosperity Is strengthened by the obser-

vation recently made by the London
Statist, That flnaneial Journal, always
noted for Iits conservative views and
guarded utterances, is qubdted as fol-
lows: =

“We think America has entered upon
a period of great prosperity, which will
last for years, if no great folly 13 com-
mitted.”

All the patural conditions seem to
favor such a view of the matter. The
war with Spaln being over, the besi
energies of the country should be de-
voted to the development of our natural
résources, and the strengthenlng of our
commerce, There I8 no reason why
this country should not excel in the
pursuits of peace every other country,
Just as in this war she has completely
overshadowed her antagonlst. And it
should not be necessary to build around
the country a Chinese wall, either.

The statement of our forelgn ecom-
merce for the fisecal term ended with
June last, furnishes a firm basis for the
beltef in coming prosperity. The total
export of merchandise amounted to $i,-
231,311,000, whileh beats the record by
over £180.000,000. And while the expurts
show thls remarkable inerease, the Im-
ports decreased, and the excess of ex-
-ports over imports was $615,269,000. The
cause of thls may be found Im the
scarcity of erops in many countries and
the abundance here, but it is probably
also true that this country Is every vear
becoming iess dependent upon foreiga
countries, while the latter are being
torced to go to our markets for a sup-
ply. Prosperity ts at the door; hope
and confidence are its attendants.

PORTO RICO.

Genera] Miles i3 slow in -moving on
Porto Rico, but probably thiz part of
the campaign {s to be marked with
the same deliberation as that which
has characterized the movements of
the navy and army =o far, and as long
as the results are equal to those al-
ready attalned, there can be no reason
for impatlence at delays which, when
the final accounts are balanced, may
prove to be important factors in the
desirable sum total.

The eapital of Porto Rlco has In lits
early history proved [tself a weritable
stronghold, The Chicago Record
gquotes a London chronieler who, writ-
Ing in 1741, says:

“There is a very strong eoltade! bullt
on the southwest side of the place.
which eommands and defends it; and
besfdes, this 13 a very strong castle
which proteets the port. In 1595 Sir
Franels Drake was here and burnt all
the ships; but foreseelng that he
should not be able to keep the place
without abandoning all his other de-
slgns he left It. Three years after-
ward the earl of Cumberland reduced
it, and had some thoughts of keeping
it, but losing 400 men in the space of
a month by a contaglous dlseaase he
was glad to depart, carrying with him
geventy npleces of cannon and an Ilm-
mense booty in plate. In 1616 the Dutch
gent a strong fleet hither, but with no

great success, for they only took q
plundered the gity, not being able to
reduce the castle, which, with the

other forts. are now in a better condl-
tlon than ever, this harbor having been
found of vaat umre Rlnee the Spaniards
have thought it to thelr interest to
disturb our commerce.”

Since that time the art of warfare
has undergone complete revolutions and
many places formerly impregnable are
now about defenseless, but there are
natural positions which even modern
englnes of war will find diffcult to
carry. At all events San Juan and the
entire island will soon become the
property of the United States. It will
probably be held as a securlty per-
haps untl}] the war Indemnity is paid,
which may be equivalent to forever.

Porto Rico has a population of about
a milllon inhablitants. Sugar and coffee
are the principal products of the
Island, The #0ll Is sald to be rertile
and the climate (s deseribed as salu-
brious, If Cuba Is the pear] of the
Antilles. Porto Rico may be called Its
diamond, if glowing deseriptions
come somewhere near the truth.

Concerning the inhabitants a con-
tributor to the Chlecago Times-Herald
3ays:

“As & class its people are far superior
to the Cubans. They are good-looking.
happy and prosperous. They have had
the time, and have taken the pains
to obtaln some education. The negroes
are an ineconsiderable part of the
population. belng heavily In the minor-
fty. Mixed bloods are less common
than in other Spanish.American lands,
There are many Spaniards, but their
asxgertion has been that they belong to
Porto Rlco and not to Spaln, just as
many of the Immigrant Enelishmen
fought for the Ameriean eolony in the
revolution. Porto Rito I the only West
Tndian lIeland of which this is true,
and this fact speaks loudly not only
for the virtues of the land and climate
hut for the character of the nat)ves,
who seem to have ahgorbed the Span-
farda and made gond westerners of
*hem. The dominant population is the
~regle, by which is meant, of course.
white nerrone of Spanish or Freneh
“innd. They are clean. healthv. Intelli.
eent, honnrable and hrave, utterlv dif-
ferant  from  the hungry horde of
‘allien” Which ate the Amariean armv
st of bacom and hardtack hefore
Santinen. then mlled  corn-shueck
straretter, lay dnawn in the shade and
—afneed  to assist In hulldine  roads
The women are the handsomesrt af all
TTect Tedlans, and Ao nnat ‘hreak’ or
erow nld. #n early na thelr almaterg of

‘he gther fslands, thelr Inctine analftles,

hetng Ane In nart to unmixed Hlood. but
=nre Targelvy to ap equahle and In-
“ten-atine rllmata, The AeadHest fne
‘n nhvaleal rirength and heanty in the
'=nnlna {g Irtepmneranece {n the us=e mf

Trphnl, and the Portn Rirans. male
and female. are notahty csoher.”
A= a strategle polnt Porto Rlico

wonld ha of the egrentest advantaee
‘n the Tinitsad Statos In case nf fur-
ther  tronhle  with anv  Eurnpean
~Awer, and thia conefderatian will nnt
ha avertnnl-ed when the anestion nf the
Anal dispoeition of the !sland arizes.

A GREAT COUNTRY TWIS.

This war has develoned many pe-
~utiar things. some of them 8o decided-
v unique that they partake somewhat
nf the ludierous. That Incident at the
T.adrone islands, when the governor
eeneral apologized for mnot having
reawder = he gounld resnond te host'!
=hots whirh he mistook for a salite.
ag ahsplutely funnv. and other thineg=
have heen fust a= sinpular and rested
at that. Rut the ellmax mwust have
heon reached when Trnele S8am’s com-
natitiva bidding =eheme for transnor-

—— e = e
fo & Spanish firmm in New York!™ 14
is known as the Spanish Transatlg,

ti
company and is operated by (Ceap Og
& Co.

The matter stands thus: The Uniteq
States engages In a war with g

forejgn
country, during which an diplomatic
relations are suspended and aj com-
merce is stopped; o the courae gf

events our forces capture g big sii
of Spanish territory and a large army
along with it, one of the terms g¢ Cap.-
ture being that the soldiers takepn shal}
all be returned home at our expenga-
we then call for bids having that ob-
ject in view, and some of the prigoners
ecountrymen make an offer ATIONgE many
others, and suceceeded ln capturing the
prize. © The United States thug paya
Spaniards for transportation gf other
fpentat is whom it waan t« pap.y, ) o
do anything more for than take care
of as prisonets of war.

It is well understoed that pg other
nation under the sun would have dona
as thls one has in respect to the cap-
tured enemy, and In Muny other pe.
spects, but then it is also understoeg
‘that it ts unltke any other natign p
every Important particular. W, have
some digtinguished prisoners as g resulg
of the strained relations hetweep Spain
and ourselves, among them bhaing gpn
admiral, =everal captains, ueutpnants.
and so on, and at least une governgr
general of a provinece. These gre
prisoners In & manher &5 altugether
rieminal that the word iinplying pa.
straint seems to have no applieation e
all, Within reasenable limits, which
are by no means narrow ar at all de.
fined, the men spoken of can come apg
go as they see 0t, thewr persona)l Lom-
fort Is earefully provided fur, thelr
fmamer station 1lm U 06 e their
rank—is always a matter nf eangiger.
ation. and they live, on the whale,mueh
better than they would at swme af the
hotels which claim to be first glaps,
In contempliation of these thiza the
wounder Is that ony of them cape o re-
turn to Spain at all; &ani {f the actugl
state of effairs were known tn the re-
mainder of the Bpaniah furces, jt ig
n question If we wouw'l n t oy Kyve
the last one of them to 1ok nrter, It
right no: be & bad Lhing 13 ¢ nirgve ¢
ret the information '+ thein  we Promg.
dent Brigham Young used tu suy ¢ f the:
Indians, it may be Jheaper tu fved thap
fight them. .

A great country ia thls, Jg Ereat-
ness Is not really undersicnd by even
its own citizens. Forelgn  cauntries
are just beginning to find out that it
Is entitled to rank somewhere near
thelr own rating.

ce

COLONEL FPAGE APPOINTED,

The “News" extends its congratula-
tions to former Colone! but pow Major
Henry Page of the volunteer se:vice, .
upon his appointment as Indicated. The
position is In the quartermaster's de-
partment and is well merited. A great
many of Major Page’s friends here-
about—and thelr name is legjon—woyld
have been better pleased If a place in
which hls qualities as a soldler aould
have wider play had heen secured,
he being one of the very few officers
of the volunteer forces who have seen
actual service at the front; but gll are
gratified that he has been recognized
and that through such recognition our
State wears another distinetion as a
mark of the general government's fa-
vor.

Cur congressional delegation worked
zealously and untiringly to have the
President comprehend and act upon the

matter; that he seems to have hean

tation to Snaln of the Spanish prison- | somewhat slow |s easily aceounted for.

rers in Santlago was won and accorded} A man who works fifteen hours g day



