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PRESDENT JOEN TAYLOR

In the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sun-

om time to time, to place us in a cor-
rect position in relation to the merid-
ian in which we live, and to correct our
time accordingly. As you are aware
we have of our own quite an extensiye

an individual affair, nor an affair that
belongs to a city, nor two or three
cities, but it is a thing that belongs to
the Territo¥yand ought to be consider-
ed by the people thereof,

matter, and that we should certain-
ly contend for our rights inch by
inch and would never give up one
jota of them. "And these are our
feelings to-day. If there are wrongs

er

strong cords forever.”” And in anoth-
place, referring to the same ep
(Mormon viii, 40), the inquiry is made:
“Yea, why do you build up your secret
abominations to get gain, and came

" “day afternoon. May 4th, 1854. telegraphic arrangement that extends | Thereis unother’ shing/that I'have |we will coutend against them |that widows should mourn ‘beéfore the
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thought I would refer to. 1 wasin
formed by the Superintendent of ou
telegraph company that they were pur
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offices of the co
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ous ny. e
iately telegraphed back to him to sto

these things until a general understand-
d; for such changes
thout a general nn&erst.a.nding would
n
and confusion is not a thing that shuul&
exist in the midst of the Latter-day
‘Saints, witl?eiihe intelli enm:af ti]%t wg
fess to n possession of. 1 foun
3 little nilﬁle same kind in St.
I do not know, hardly, how it
came to look

ing had been reache
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George.
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we, mliht have rapid communication
throughout all of our settlements, and
that we at any time could obtain intel-
ligence pertaining to matters associa-
ted wi
dians and other circumstances that
might eall forth our action, and this
has been used gencrally among otper
things to regulate the time of the Ter-
ritory; that ‘when the meridian was
corrected here the proper time would
be telegraphed to all the telegraph of-
fices in the Territory; this was adjust-
ed twice a week and hence they allhad
the same time precisely, and all our
watches were cur::ect«—ti:at is, if they
kept good time; if they did mot, of
course, th __
ood watches, no matter where we
E&'ppened to' be in the Territory, indi-
cated the same time.  Hence 1 was a
little-'surprised -at the difference of
time in St. George, and I .toldthem
such things were not proper, ought not
to be, and could not be sanctioned,
and the same thing would apply to
other places and other circumstan-

ces. -
As we reached nearer home I heard
that the City Council of Salt Lake had
adopted the new time. Thatmight be
all well enﬂ[;ih provided other things
ut ' the City Council of

Salt Lake does not govern the Terri-
tory. There are a number of cities in
the Territory with their Mayors, city
officers and municipal regulations pos-
sessing-equal rights with, the city of
Salt Lake, and although it might be
thought proper to regulate matters in
regard to t thing, say in this cCity,
et at the same time it would be equal-
{y as proper that other cities, other
towns and other peoples should be

things, being presidént of the telegraph
company, I sent a telegram,such as I be-
fore referréd to, requesting the gentle-
man who had charge of our telegraph-
ic operations here to stop everything
of that kind until we could have a cor-
rect understanding of these matters
and see how far they extended and
what was their nature; for it is proper
that we in a Territorial capacity should
act inaccord in a matter of
I have been told since by him and
others that the tt;in& is vety generally
entered into, and if it is, then it would
be proper for us to adopt it, and if not,
it would not be proper. There
very great difference of time, for in-
stance, between heré and Boston, and
there is quite a difference between here
and California. We are a long wa
west of one and east of the other, an
this difference of longitude produces
differences of time as all who have
g;;?gied this subjéct are.acquainted
th. : . 3 | .
Now, then, this isone of those things
that it is necessary to consider well be-
fore changes are made, in order tha
unanimity and harmony may  pre
among us in regard to_ things that ap-

is a

disorders connected with In-

were not correct; but all’

consulted. Hence in view of these.

is kind.

prevail

the trial of a murderer here who has
been twice Treriuusly tried and convic-
ted and still thé matbter is before the
courts. Who is tobliame, is not for me
to say; that is a matter that is associa-
ted with the Judiciary, and' they I sup-
E}se are respensible for theiracts. It
customary, in many parts of these
United States, when the Judiciary is
supposed to have done wrong, to intro-
duce *“Judge Lynch,’ aitd for the peo-
gle to constitute themselves info a tri-
unal and to take the responsibitity of
hanging the supposed criminals, Or in
some way taking their lives. I have
heard that some remark had been
made here in regard to this man, Hopt,
who has, as we understandit,--i;illet 3
young man uander ve aggravating.
circummstances, and that the people.
had felt v_erf; indignant about the
course that has been Eméd by the
courts pertaining to this matter, and
some one had cried out whenhe was on
the way to prison, “Lynch him!” I
want to state here that we do not want.
any lynching among us, Let other
people do that kind of thing if they
want to, it is not a doctrine we believe
in, it is a principle that we are opposed
to in every form and in every shape,and
I thought I would speak' of it to-day
in order that you might know, at Ieast,
what our fee _iu%rg are in relation to
these matters. ' We have lJaws given us
to be go ed by;and I thinkwe are
told in one of ofir revelations that it is
proper to obey every law that is con-
stitutional. The Judiciary is a tribun-
al that has been appointed, ‘and pro-
visions made for it,by the Constitution
of the United 'States, and there are
laws passed for the arraignment of
criminals, and for the adjustment of
all matters pertaining to the Judiciary,
and if inaecuraces should existor even
wrongz or bias of any kind should pre-
vail we have noright to change the or-
der and princiﬂles ~which haye been
laid down by the Constitution of the
United States and -bg the laws thereof;
and if any officers of the law inthe Ju-
diciary, in their place, operating under
overnment, transgréss or violate the
awe, they themselves are amen-
able and may be held accountable for
their acts, and that is the proper way
to adjust these jmatters, and not to
take the law, as we. say sometimes,
““into our own hands*” we have dele-
gated that power to another authority
and must hold that authority respon-
sible for its acts. A body of men as-
sembled in the shape of a mob, under
excitement, 'are not . the  pro-|
er tribunal  to  tamper with
uman life; and it 1S not proper for us

such 'entér[irtsﬂ, but to maintain in-
tact every law and every correct prin-
ciple, and 'if others' violate law, let
them bear the responsibility and not
us. Wedo not want to be mixed u
ese affairs. We sometimes tal

‘ﬁhﬂ.
abonut the injustice we have received;

as Latter-day Saints to embark inany |

of the land all the time; but where
people take it upon-themselves to in-
terfere with our religion and with our

rivate rights;and to frample us under
oob, we don’t intendto be trod upon
in‘that way, but-we mean to take the
steps which have been pointed out by
the properly constituted anthorities of
our nation, and proteci ourselves as
best weé may. We are contending here
-for the principles of "human liberty;
and while there is a disposition among
many of this nation to tamper with the
liberties of man, we deel bound in be-
half of ourselyes, in behalf of our pos-
terity, and in behalf of millions of
honorable men in these United States
to maintain and sustain all correct and
proper laws and to preserve ourindi-
vidual and.collective rights, and not
allow them to be torn from us by mea
with imperialistic ideas of centraliza-
tion,.a principle that the founders of
this nation fought successfully against
in the formation of the government of
thig country.

It isnot for us to put ourselves in
the wrong. Itis our duty to mnaintain
the right and to uphold and sustain the
Lord, His trath, and the principles He
Dbas revealed, which, in the name of
the Lord, we will maintain, and all
who believe it say Aye [The large con-
gregation responded with a loud
“Aye’]l.  We will try to do these
things; we will try to maintain our
rights and the rights of all men, This
we will do in behalf of ourselves, in
behalf of our children, and, as I have:
said, in behalf of thousands and mil-
lipns of men in these United States
whom certain _ prominent characters
seek to despoil of their rights and lib-
erties.

There are other things that exist in
the world that itmay be proper for me
to say.a few words upon. A great
amount of confusion exists in
this country and also in Europe.
One of the difficulties that seem to

exist . is the trouble between capital’

and labor. I understand that, since
we have been gone, there was 4 gener-
al strike among the ecmployecs of the
Union Pacific . Railroad Company.
Fortunately it was adjusted in 4 ve

short time and  no trouble resuite

therefrom. This isone of the troubles
that affect the people of this nation, of
England, of France, of Germany, of
Russia, and most of the peoples of the
nations of Europe and in parts of Asia,
All kinds of combinations are being
entered into to accomplish the objects
of the workmen, and then among the
capitalis®s to préserve themselves irom
what they term the aggressions of the
laborers.  1tis not for me to enter -
to & lengthy detail of these things.
Every newspaper we read gives us-an
account of something of this kKind, of
the various troubles that exist in t’his
nation, and in other countries. Per-
haps there is no nation at the present
time more severaly atflieted with'secret
combinations of one Kind and another

their fathers and their husbands to ey
unto the Lord from the ground fg
vengeance upon your heads?’”” Yoy
Latter-day Saints, for it is to you I ay
speaking here to-day. These plots an
combinations are instigated by the
powers of darkness, anc 8o are
evils that they are designed to corr
They areall from the same sou
oppression, in many instances, on ti
one hand, and combination and res
ance on the other—all without
nidance from above or any directi
o1y the Almighty, each man pursuing
his own course and following the de
vices and desires of his-own h
Confidence is being betrayed, rig
trampled under foot, and hypocrisy o
everv hand. Those very men who
preach to us about our supposed lices
ciousness are wallowing in filth,
ruption and degradation, and 1 o
say, ‘‘My soul, enter net thou
their secrets; mine honor, with
be not thou united.”’ .
.We are here to establish principlesg
Lust"_ice and equity, love and brothes
ood, not in. name but in reality,
truth, and according to the laws ap
priucfples which emanate from
reat God. He has introduced H
rospel in order that the principls
thereof may spread among all the ng
tions of the earth.” We are not, as |
represented, the enemies of manking
but the friends of all mankind, g
matter whether 1:11\!3:];,:E believe as we|
or not, no matter what their though
or feelings may be on religious topie
or whether they have any re.igion
not; they are our brethren and siste
and God is our Father and their F;
er, and He expecis us to treat tl
right. Why has He called upon {
Twelve Apostles to go forth as me
engers to the nations of the ea
Why has he called upon some f
thousand Seventies or upwards for ti
same purpose? Their speci
is to be bearers of life and salvationt
the nations of the earth; not introdue
ers of dynamite, of cunfusinn,-
tion or strife, but to preach the
searchable riches of Christ, to tell ma
to love one another, to honor
worsliip Him and to fear Him; to tel
mwen that God has restored the ancier
Gospel, and to offer unto them
principies which He has revealed, just
e Son

1

as the Disciples of Jesns w
manded to do in their day.
of Man did not come to destroy
destroy the world, but that t%
Him the world might be saved. And

this is the me e we hop

nicate to the human fami
them that if they will obey the Is
God and be governed by the principh
of righteousness, and associate the
selves with thet _it:r 1%1 of ¢ - and
ursue a course that is honorable, u]
?ight an{:l hunr?g;, nnt};h be :gen 3 %
men of integ , truth and virtue, an
Elay aside’ their licentiousness, covet-
OUSTIESS, Jnide and corruption of ever
kind, God wiil bless them in ﬁmﬂ

“originated ; but when we ca . pear very small in themselves, but|very'well, we are able to bear it quite of one K |
n{igﬁr watches and co them with | which w;ruld make great confusion if | as well as those’'who administer it, and | than the Russian Empire. - throughout all the eternities that ar
the time on the town clock there was | not properly regulated. Our Territory | we are prepared to abide the mﬁu{t. I1i| Now, we do not wish to wix our- | to come, And while we are teachin
a difference of about fifteen minutes. | extends several hundred miles. For|laws are passed against us that are |selves up with these affairs. We are [these things abroad a.ndtﬁathe

" Some person had got the idea there|instanceSt. George is about 200 miles | inimical to us and to our institutions, | not heére to controi the social or polit- | people to'Zion, that they may b
- "' that they ought to be governed by the | south of this place—with some varia- | and which we conceive are in violation ical affairs of others. Weare hereand |taught -of God and instructed e
‘meridian of St. George, which differias | tien, of eourse—and then our northern | of the “Consticution of theé United | have a mission to erform in the inter- | laws oI lifc, it is proper that we out

'5fﬂe from that of t-Lake. This |settlements extéend quite a distance:|States, we will try légal remedies and |ests of humanity, in 2ll the world. We | selves should act wisely, prudently

change in St. e was altogether |but we can very easily regulate the,|protect ourselves . by, those means |have no enmities to cherish. Wehave |intelligently in all things. - Go

called us to do a_ great work, andi
the name of Israel’s God. we calculat
to do it [Amen]. We are buildingow
templés for that purpose, that we m
be brnuiﬁlt into &' nearer relation
to the Almighty abhd understand
laws more correctly than we do now,
and be taught in wrdto_ﬂmae'pﬂl-,
ciples associated with et%mity;q,;vﬁ.
as time, and to stand as the Scriptares,
say, as .saviors upon Mount |
These are the feelings that we wishto
influence and govern us. But we car-
not and will not enter into the corrup-
tions of the world; we cannot Wil
not be governed by the follies and de-
vices, evils and corruptions, that they
are seeking to introduce into our
midst; so help us God, we will not do/
it. We will be true and faithful #
Gud and to our religion, that when the
grt:at day of accounts comes we mal
e able to say, ‘‘I have fought a gooi,
fight, I have finished my course, I haw
kept the faith; henceforth there is laif,
u]'iw]far me; a crown of righteousness
which the Lord, the righteous judge|

no particular wrongs to redress, furth-
er than can befedressed ina legitimate
manner. Weo do not believe in the
methods adopted, say by the Fenians.
'We do not believe inthe Nihilistic no-
tions of Russia. We do not believe,in
the communistic ideas that prewail in
Germany, in France and other nations.
We donot believe in the use of gun-
powder, or dynamite, but, that we.
should seek redress inwa legitimate, le-
gal and constitutional way. And if
any of you should be associated—I do
not believe that any of youn are—with
these things, cease them, let them
alone, and “‘let the potsherds of the
earth contend withvthe potsherds of the
sarth.”! Letus fear God and carry out
the principles that He 'has given unto
us to introduce and to maintain.
The Gospel that has been revealed
to us is; as it was ‘in Jesus’ time, glad
tidings of great joy to;all people who
will receive it and ‘be governed by it.
It has a tendency to bring into subjec-.
tion the waywanrd pussions of men. It
teaches us to control our actions, to be

matter of time ?n our. Territory, be-
cause there is only a slight difference
between one place and another, per-
haps fifteen or sixteen minutes, as
most of our important settlements lie
in a belt nearly north and south with a
limited extension east and west, If this
change was not generally adopted in
the United States then we should not
‘be in harmony with them if we adopt-

ed it, 'ml the same difficulties would
'11:1:3;1 Elﬁ

* . outside of the change that has been
adopted in mau{v;- of the cities in the
| -nast;.' While it is proper for people to
understand the true meridian of the
places they live in,.it would not be
considered right for every place to set
- "upa standard of .its own, which would
lead to &' good deal of uncertainty and

- confusioni ° ,
. “Withire fo the alteration made
- in Salt e, any-change that is for the
. better isa thing we ought always to
adopt, but anything that tends, as I
have said, to confusion ought always
‘10 be avoided. Not being informed of
the arrangement that had heen made,
nor of its mature and suppos it to
be simply a railroad change, I'thought
it was rather a strange thing for the
. people here, say in this city, to change
| thelg time at the instance of a railroad
or a telegraph compaay, which must
. of necessity have their time re ted |
according to circumstances. But onen-
quiring more fully in the matter I
have found that it is'a principle that
has been generally adopted—if I have |

that are : provided by thab instru-
mentality If:'uulnl:- the protection of the
citizens of the UInited States., That 1§
the position we -should . assume in
relation to . all our, . affairs.
Therefore, bhaving heard there, was
some excitement on. fool in re-
lation to :this trial, I thought I
would made this sfatement to {gau;
and I say to you Latier-day Saints do
not imbrue your hands in anybody’s
blood, but leave -such, matiers to the
due course ot the law. We don’t want
to have anybody’s blood upon our gar-
ments.1 Let.those. who .comuiit” such
acts be responsible for tlﬁ;;:;i_,. be they
right or be they wrong. e will seek:
redress for any and all of our griev-
ances in a legitimate manner, such as’
is provided by our organicactand the
Constitution and laws of the :United
States. . \ Py~ R

Now in regard to the question of
polygamy about which: there has been
8 great deal said: The nation in which
we live is most egregiously ignorant
upon this subject, and many of the

8 have existed heretofore, which
Bjﬁable should be removed, and
I am inclined to think from what little
I hav@heard that this change will per-
Lhaps be a very good one, and if so,
after consulting the various anthorities
throughout the Territory, then we
should feel at liberty to adopt it;but I do
not think it is proper; fOr one city, or
two, or three, as the case may be, to
make an arrangement affecting the
Whole Territory, because no City
Council ean go outside of ifs own cit
; ts, and as all others are econcerned,
eseare matters about which the peo-
€ generally should be consulted, and

¥ -
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been correctly informed—by thel

: eadtn%‘
cities and states of the east; but jus

how far and how extensive
is [ am not at present
It struck me immediately ug
it that if it was anything o

character and was proposed to
versall
we oug

on hearin
a nationa

e change |
repared to say.

d i 14 be a thing
adopted it wou e a thing
t to E.dnpt, but if it was a sec-

tional affair it was a thing to be avoid-

. _ed as tending to promote disorder and
‘confusion. 1 will refér to one or two
ings wherein every body who reflects

" a little upon a subject of this kind will

i

*__member a number of
. instance and reqlilast of some govern-

see that confusion must necessaril
occur unless the change is %élera ]
For instance, here on this Temple
Block there is a small building or ob-
servitory wherein certain instruments

‘are kept for regula
for other associated with

ses
aﬁtMnumicn’il“memﬁona, etc. I re=
‘years ago, at the

ment officials, who were here, who
I believe, were officers of the United

tates Geological Survey, President

ting the time, and’

l

ly mentioned, in order that we micht
look into. these matters and have
thinﬁsad usted upon correct principles,
and If it 1s a national thing, of course
we will comply with it, and if there are
things that are loose about it we do
not want  it.- We do -not want
to be changed about by irrespongible
individuals and thrown inte confusion
even in so small a matter as time.

This may appear a very small thing
to some, but it is.oneoi those things

that interferes with the order and har-
mony that ought-to exist among peo-
ples and nations. I might enter into
considerable conversation about the
way that things are arranged in regardito
latitudes and longitudes and the vari-
ous operations and principles that ex-
ist among the nations pertaining to
these matters. But that is ‘a sabject
that does not cencern us at present
and therefore I shall pass it by. Suffice
it tosay in regard to this proposed

change, that if we flnd it is correct and
general

thropchout the United States

Ll
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therefore Isent the telegram previous-d

%e rislators and others who dabble in
t know nothing of what they are do-
ing; they are perfectly ignorant, and
every steép they take is violative of the
rights of American citizens, and has a
téndency towards trampling under foot
the Constitution of our commeon coun-
try! A gebtleman, Mr. Edwards Pler-

on<, who was the Attorney General in

B*rcsideutﬁmﬂt's;Iduliuistr:itiun,cuilt}d |

on me some time ago, when sonething
¢ame up in regard to this question.
told him that we censidered that the
laws which had been enacted against
us Were upcoastitutional, and that we
intended to test them by the principles
laid dowm in the law, and by the stat-
utes of the Upited States, and that we
should contend for every coustitution-
al right that belonged to us;aad al-
though we had withdrawn from voting
et we did not consider ourseives dis=
ranchised.” We withdrew from the
polls, it is true; but we did so, a8 I
told him, because we believe in being
governed strictly by the law, and did
not wish to place ourselves in the po-

' n the Book of Mormon when refer-

subject to all correct laws and toall
¢orrect government, to seek unto the .

our ways, to fear God individually and
collectively in our ifamilies, and to
treat our ueighbors, our friends, our
brethren, and all men kindly, and not
to seek the injury of any person Or any
nation, nor to plotor contrive orenter
into any machinations or combinations
to injure anyocne, -

The revelations which have been giv-
en to us some forty or fifty years ago
and that are recorded in the Book o
Deoctrine and Covenants, tell us of the
very state of things that are in exis-
tenee to-day in this nation and other
nations. They tell us about secret

lots and contrivances which should
Be organized with the view of upsetting
overnments and destroying men. And

ence is made to the ace inm which we
live, it is written (II Nephi, xxvi, 22):
“And there are also secret cum‘éina-

tions, even as in times of old, accord-

Lord for guidance and direction n all | H

shall give me at that day: and not to 1|
only, but unto all them also that low
is appearing,’”’ Let the world mat
age their own affairs. I will tell cilt;“*

what -you will see before a very
tant dav—that those who will not tak
up their swords to fightagainst the

neighbors will come to Zia
for safety. You can write |
down. ‘Hence, we . wil e

deavor to .carry out all correct prif
ciples, and maintain the rights &
freedom of men; for God has made
all free, and no man shall brinf us into
hondage. If this people will fearGot
and work righteousness, submif ¥
His law, preserve theirspirits andbod
ies pure, and keep the Lord always be- |

fore their eyes—I ask no oddsofsny|

ng to the combinations of ti:la devil,

| peue}e that live on the face of thiswid 1
earth; for God will rule and reignant
triumph. Hehas set His | ac-
complish His purposes, and He will
sustain His peopie, His Israel and Hls,
Zion, and buildp up His ] i.ﬂ'“ '
woe! to them that ficht against £100,
for God will fight t th -Amﬂé



