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RECENT TRIP T0 BEAR LAKE.

Selections srem his Discourscs de-
ered in the Varirus
Seltlements,
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[£XPIMTED BY JOMN IRVINE]

Tho Work of God—Theo Evenls of the Times
—@nthering; Templo Ordina@ocs—The Ob-
jeet of Marriage—Pjural Margings—A Terrle
ble Leasoy~—Laws 0f God must bo Enforeed—
The Pricsthood — Partfes, Cliques, Rings,
Murmurers—God 19 ¢n the side of Jarael.

WE ure uccopying = pogition which
{5 aiffirent from thot of any other
people uprn the feca of the whole
earth. ‘\We have a great work to
perferm, »nd thers are dutles and
responsibilities resting wpon us that
rest upon no other people. There is
no man living or that has lived that
coult have erganfzed and sed in or-
de: the work in which we ate en-
gage!. There are no men living, un-
alded b the Almighty, who sre
able io carry out this work toits
copsummation., All that have op-
erated 1o 14 bave had to trust in the
liviny Qod for instroction, guidance
and support, and &li thai will here—
after operats in i} or that are operat-
Jng in it now will hava to trust to
the same source. Thim work is one
which is sszociated with the pur-
po:es snd desigus of God which He
contemplated and planned from les-
fore the fomndation of the world.
Fhe day In which wa live has been
spoken and prophesied of by all the
ropheta that have exlsted sinte the
world war, and it is in the Beriptures
emphatioally denominated *‘the dia-
peusation of the fulness of times,”
wherein God wlll gather together
all things in one, whether they be
things cn the earth or things in the
heavens, Neither Joseph Smith,
nor Hyrom Bmith, nor 8idney Rig-
don, nor Drighsam Young, nor my-
self, vor aovybody aesociated with
the Church at the preeent time
have hed snything to do with the
origination of these things, This
work was coramenced by the Al
mighiy, it huas been carried on by
Him, zed rostained by His power,
and if it Iz ever comsmmmated It
willba 5y the power, and direction
andsusiainance of the Lord Jehovah,
of Jesus the Mediator of the new
covens.t, and then through the
medium of the Priesthood here up-
on the earth, These things origina-
ted in the heavens in the councils
of the Godr; and the organization of
the Priesthood and the power there-
of and everything pertaining there-
to has been commmlifted from the
heavena through Jogeph Bmith,
rincipally, and throngh others who
R:\ve peen associated with him in
thia great wor k.
Thé times in which we live are
regnant wih great events, and
Smre will ihipgp cormme to pass that
will effect all people—wars and ru-
mors of wara, pesttlence, earth-
quakes, tho waves of the sea lifting
themselves beyond their bounds;
theee and other judgments will go
forth among the nations of thae
ezrth until, aa the Beriptuxes say, it
will be a vexaiion to hear the re-
pori Lhereof. I would simply] re-
mark, however, in relation to these
things that they nre the decrces of
the Almighty. They are not any-
thing wiich has originated with
us. Wo find them referred to in
the Heiy Bible, the record of the
Jows, wo find them referred toin
the Bogk of Mormon, the record
of the Nephites, and jzleo in the
revelations given unic nps from
the Lord through the Prophet
Jozeph Bmith, snd there are many
now living that Enow that these
ovents wilt transpire by things that
hzve heen manifested unto them,

Asspeiated with this greai work
ol God is the principle of gathering,
and the Jaber of building temples.
We have been gathered from the
different nations of the earth to the
land of Zion that we might ke
taught of God, and bo subject to

he will of Gad, the word of Gad,
and the law of God. A temple waa
bullt in Kirtland, Ohio, at a very
eariy stege in the history of the
Churchy In the year 1836, or six
years after the organizstion of the
Church. Beme of the ordinsnces
of God’s house wers revesled snd
practiced therein, sod many rev-
elationz, visions, and grest
manifestations of the power of God
were given unto the people. After-

energy that these things could be
accomplizhed at all,
i7

Previous to
he completion of the Jatter temple,
Joseph and Hyrum were killed.
But finally the temple was finiched
and dedlcated to God, and a great
mauny principles that had been re-
vealed to Joseph Bmith—and which
he commnnicated to the leading
anthorities of the Church previous
to his death—were there carried
out and administered in by
the Holy Priesthood. We are
now kcallding other temaples, There
is one that wag completed several
years ago In Bt. George, and many
thousands of people have been ad-
ministered to and for in thatitem-
ple, pertaining both to the living
and the dead. We have another
temple in Logan, aleo another in
Manti, both of wf\lch 8l® progress-
ing very favorably, as wall as the
one in Balt Lake City. Now, in re-
gatd to the use of these temples,
neither we nor anybody elee living
had any idea until it was revealed
o us from od,—just the eame as
the first principles of the Gorpel
were revealed, for they were no-
Wwhere to be found on the earth.

called upon them to obey it, and
said if they did not, the Kingdom
of God could not go one siep far..
ther. Why could it not go one step
furiher? Becau:» we had a religion
to live by, but noae that placed our
asgociations upon eternal principles
or gave us & claim upon eich other
in the {amily relations in the eter-
nal worlds. But through this prin-
ciple we conld ba resled Lo one an-
other throngh time and eternily; we
could prepare ourselves for an exal-
tation In the Celestial Kingdom of
God. It iaone of the gresteat bless
ings {hat ever was cooferred upon
the buman family. It 18 an eternal
law whioh hn8 al#ays existed in
other worlds R: well as in this
world. I wiil bete call your atten-
twn to the revelation itself, which
reade:

¢VYerily, thus saith the Lord unto
you, my servant Joseph, that inas.
moch as 30u have inquired of my
hand, to xnow anu understand
whersein I, the Lord, jusiifled may
servants Aorabam, Isaacand Jacob;
as &lao Moses, David and Bolomon,
my x-mrv.mnt,sF a3 touching the prin-

Joseph Bmith said to the T'welve in
my hearing prior to their departare
for Gireat Britain, sif you come
acroze & pecple who have even the
firat principles of the Gospel of
C_!hnst correctly you nesd not bap-
tize them, for the posscsaion of thore
principles will be a algn that they
have pome portion of the Holy
Priesthood.”” And to thiz the Apos-
tle John bears testimony when he
88y8; ““Whozoover tranagresseth,
and abldeth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that
abiceth 1a the dootrine of Christ,
he hath both the Father and the
Bon.” Bot I never found anybody
—snd I heve tmveled many thou-
sands of mlles—who had even the
Brat princlples of the Gospel correct-
Iy, nor ¢id any of my brethren—the
Twelve, Heventles, Elders, High
Priests, elc.—ever meet with spch
apeople. We knew nothing about
these things ounrselves until they
wele revealed from the heavens un-
te Joseph 8mith. No people ont-
slde of the Latter-day Saints Enow
how to bufld ,temples. The world

them to-day if they had
Neither religionlsta, sé;entiste,u:)%?;:
cians, stateamen, philanthropists,
nor any others would know how to
adnainister in thoee temples if they
had them. They would Xnow no
more how to administer thereln
than this table that stands before
me, and then we should be just as
ignorant on thiz sukject as they,
only for the intelligence imparted
unto us by the Almighty, But He
hat given ns revelation in relation
to thiz matter; He ha3 told as what
to do and! how to do it, and what
will be the result of our action in
the performance of these ordl-
nances,

Bot the world sre igucrantin re-
gard {0 a great many other things,
they do not know anything even
about marriage nor the chject of it.
What do they know about eternal
tnion? Nothing, Ts there any
man living outslde of this Church
who will have a claim upon his wife
on the other side of the veil? No.
Why? Beczuse in all their mar-
riages, no matler by what ohurch
or denomination they are celebra-
ted, the ceremouy distinotly states
“until death do you part.” Thia is
f,he apme of perfection in the Olirist.
ian world in relation to this matter!
Nothing else can be found any.
‘where, among any of the professed
religionists of the world; the near-
eat approsch can be found, not
among minfaters, but iIn the yel-
low-backed literature of the berlod,
for they do sometimes refer to the
prospeet of “eternal anions” heresf-
ter, While the churches recognlae
no ruch principle. God bas re-
vesled through His servant
Josoph SBmith something more.
He has told ue about our asso.
ciations :hereatfer, He has
told us about our wives and our
children being sealed to us that we
might have a elaim on them in
eternity. He hea revesled unto us
the Iaw of cslestisl marriage, assg-
clated with which 18 the principle
of plural marriage. I wiii speak n
little upon this subject. It ia Very
geldom that I refer to it, but there
is need for it occaslonslly, I Bpiak
of it 2a that law given fo us of dod,
I donot know, but I have been in.
formed, that there are those who
seem to be opposed to this law in
one or two places where we have

wards there was o temple built at
Nanvoo whereln further develop:
ments were made, aud other end
mote advanced ordinances were re.
vealed andadministered. It was by
8 groat siruggle and indomitable

L will tell
said upon
&l this principle £ the

bzen travelicg. Now, I dar
Opposs anything of the kint‘;. noltl
dare not violata any iaw of God.And
you what Joseph Smith
tha subject. He present-

would not know what to do with’

clple and d ue of their haying
mzny wives and concublaes:'?

tity., I had never In my- life reen
the time whex I have knownof =
man deceiving a woman-—and it Is
often done in the world, where not-
withstanding the orime, the man is
received into society, and the poor
woman 18 looked upon as a parish
and an outenat—] have always
leoked upon such a thing 28 infam-
ous, and upon euch & man as a
villian, snd [ bold to day the rame
tdeaz. Hence, with the feelings I
had entertained, nothing bot a
knowledge of @God, and of the revela-
‘tions of God, and the truth of them,
could have induced me to embrace
such a principle as this. We seemed
to put off, as far as we could, what
might be termed the evil day.
Some time after these thinga were
msde known to us, I was riding out
of Nanvoo on horseback, and met
Joseph Bmith coming in, he, too,
belng on horseback, Some of you
who were acquainted with Nauvoo
know where the graveyard was, We
metupon theroad going on to the hil}
there. I moved to Brother Joseph,
and having done the same to me he

very iatently. ‘*Look here,” said
he, ¢‘thoss things that have heen
spoken of mnst be felfilled, and i’

s*Hehold! and loy, I am the Lord
thy Gud aud will answer thee as
touehu g tLis matter:

% Pnercfore, prepars thy heart to| #hat did I do? Did I feel tostand [ no right 10 do it. Clod has ealle
receive mud ey toe iuetruciivns (1o the way of this great, eternal|to stand /n holy plaoss,sod s
lightly the | placed apon us the responsibiliiy

I replied: | the Priesthood. He expects m
vealsd uitto them muat cbay the | Brotter Jotepb, I will ity and carry be a8 tae to that Priesthood &

which i au about to give unte you;
for all those who have this law re-

you Ju:eph Btk 10ld tho Twelve

if they would not enter into this
covenant, then the Kingdom of
God eou]d

the Apostles of the Lord,

a positlon to retard the progress of
the Kingdom of God. The revela-
tion, as you have heard, says that,
*all thoce who have this law re.
vealed wnto them must obey
the same.” Now, that is not my
word. I did not makeit. It was
the Prophet of God who revealed
that to us in Nauvew; and I beax
wiTtiess of this solemn faot before
God, that He did reveal , this sacred
prineiple to me and others of the
fwelve, and in this revelation it is
sialed tbat 1t is the will and law of
God that *‘ail those who have this
law revealed unto them must obey
the pame.” And the 7revelation
farther eaye:

“For behold! I reveal unto ycu a
naw and everlasting covenant; and
if ye abide not that covensant, then
are ye damned.” Think of that,
will you. For it is further emid:
‘'no ene can reject this covenant,and
be permitted to enter fnto my
glory.,”

There are many pecple who try to
excuse themselves ln this matter,
and who essay to do 23 they please,
but ar the Lord God liveth, He will
not excuee them, He expects those
who grorezs to be Hlis psople to carry
cut that iaw, The ravelation con-
tinaes to ssy:

“For all who will have a blessing
at mwy hande, shall abide the law
which was appointed for that bless-
ing, and the conditions thereof, as
were instituted from before the
foundation of the world;”

**And as pertaining to the new
and everlasting covenant, it was in-
stituted for the fulness of my glory;
and he that receiveth a folness
thereof, most and shall abide the
law, or he shall be damned, saith
the Lord God,”

I thought ¥ wonld have a little of
this revelation read. The whole
revelation is guite lengthy, Bat it
goes to sy thet zil covenants here-
tofore entered inte amount to
nothing, and that they will be of
no benefit to people kerond the
gIave.

Now, as I hava already sald, the
reasen was very obveous why a law
of this kind should be had. Asa
pecple we professed to be Latter-day
BHalnts. We professed to be governed
by the word, and will, and law of
Qod. We had a religion that might
do to live by, but we had none o
dle by. But thia was a principls
that God had revesled nnto us, =nd
it must he obeyed. I had always
entertained siriet idems of virfne,
end I feit a3 o married man that
this was to me, ontside ¢f this prin-
ciple, &n appulling thing to do,
The ides of my golng and asking s
yonng Iady to be married to e,
when I had already = wife! It was
a thing cslenlated io stir up feelings
from the innermost depth of the
buman zoul. I had alway: enter

Twelve snd

tained the atrlctest regara for chag®

said: “Stop.” and he locked at me | Go

—===
have not appointed unto her by the
hely anointing, she hath committe]
adultery and shall be dentroyeq »
And in another place it says, itp,
shall be destroyed in the flesh, anj
shall be dellvered omto the b::ﬂ!t-
ings of Batan unto the day of oy
dewmption, saith the Lord Gogs
Now, enid I, T did not make tpy
law, 1 Bnditin the word of Goi |
It is not my province to chzoge
L cannot make any changs, [ 4,
gorry for these little children, gy
gorry for the shame and infyy
that has been brought upon they:
but I cannot reverse the law of Gug,
L did not commit this crime; I3y
mot responsible for it; I cannog 53,
wpon myself, the reaponsibility o
other peoples acte. Well, it myq,
my heart ache. The buskang “Pf
!ike & child, o did the Womap: by
1 could not help that, I mesk o °
this for the purpose of bringhgy,
other things, and of presentiny ther,
before the people. Aud the ing.
ple I deslre t0 juwspiess upog thep
minds is, that we have bopghy
any of us, to violate the gy gy

The President of a
right to violate these law 8
telors have no right to do ¥ i

4]

they are notentered intoright away
the keys will be tarped.” Well,

principle, end treat
things of God? No.

these things out, and I atterwards

Tnis you wili see 1 strictly in|did, and [ have done i more times | Goda are in theeternal worlds.
aCcordsnce with what I have told|thsu once; but then I have never | may think we can do this, that

broken a law of the Ualted States

—thatif this law was net practiced, | in defng sp, and T am at their defl- | God, tut let It be undersiood that

ance to prove to the contiary.
I haverelated this to show why

not go one step further, | these eternal covenants are entered | destruction are before
Now, we did not feel lite prevent-|info, and thal man among you who | much more then the liear(s of the
ing the Kingdom of God from |wouldeeek fo pervert these things | children of men.” Wemaysucceed
going forward, We professed to be|80d teach them to others and seek | in hiding our affalie tiom men; but

and did | to fustrate the designs of God in re- [ it I3 written thas for every %o
not feel like putllng onrselves in |g8rd to them, I tell you God will [every eacret thonght we shall hass

lay His hand upon him anless he re-
pent, snd speedily takes auother
course. I don’t know when I have
talked 89 plainly as I have done to-
day; but these are the feelinga of
my heart and they are true. Itis
for us to maguify our callingsand
pot to tamper with the things of
. We must esustain and main-
taln the principles that God has
committed to us Inviclate. And
about this natlon and its ldeas and
feelinge, we ask very little of on-
reasonable men who are not acguain-
ted with the princlples of which
they speak. This nation will have
enongh to de by and by withont
froubling itself about us. It is for
na to learn the ways of God and to
place purselves in subjection to His
law. And then it is not enongh for
men to be msrried to wives and be
eealed secording to the order of God,
‘they must treat them aright when
they have them; they must treat
them as they wonld trest angels of
God; they must be full of kindness
and mercy snd long-guflering; they
must provide for them and make
them happy snd comfortable, and
take care or the families they have
by them, end in this way gain the
favor of (God, and the respect of all
honotable men, The laws of Leaven
must not be viclated. We must
keep gscred the holy covenants we
have entered into.. [ will hege re-
Jate a circumstance that came un-
der my notice a shord time ago,
which will serve to sbow the terri-
ble consequences following a viola-
tion of the iaw of God.
A certain Bljshop wrote to me to
Enow what should be done in the
following case:—~A man had been
away from home on a mission, and
daring his absence his wife had com-
mitted adultery. [ repliea that the
woman would have to be severed
from the Qhurch; but requested
that the aggrieved husband should
caliupon me. He did eo, bringing
with him hils delinquent wife ang
three beautiful little boys—three as
beantiful little boys as Y ever scaw,
He also bronght with him the villian
who had done tho damage. But I
told him to take him away, I would
have no communication with soch &
contemptable wretch, The hushand
explained that he wished to taik
with me jin the presence of his wife
if it was agrecable. He wanted to
know what was to be done In the
case, I told him I should bs ander
the necessity of confirming the
Bishop’a decizion in the case, but I
will have read to you what the Jaw
raye upon the subject. George Rey.
nolds, who is one of my secretariee,
was present, and I asked him to
read certain portions of the revela-
tion on celestinl marriege; for they
had been married according to that
order, That revelation states that,
“jf a man teceiveth a wife in the
newiand everlasting covenant, and
if ehic ba with snother maz, and I

Bishops have no right todo ity
Priests, Teschers and Deaonsby

the administration thereof as

the other irrespective of the wonf

caunot hide snything from
Lard; the Seriptares agy, Yhell ang

the Lord: how §)
cie

;;_
Ez

and

to pive an account in the duy whe
acccunts have to be rendered be
God, when hypocriay and fray
sny kind will not avail us;f
our words and by our worka wel
be justified, ox by them we ah
condemned. It is forus to walk
rightly before God. And it &
the Priesthood-—the Presidents
Blakes, Bishope, Prlents, Tesshes 4o
and Deacons—to be governey by the iy
law of God and to see that thep i L
no Iniquity prevailingln the Charch
and it there ig, it musttedmitwith {1
according to the law of God, st adt o,
according to the notions andopin pi
lone of men. We bave nongilhy,
condone this and to changs gap
other, and to think that we anp g
ing to Bave men by permitting M
kinds of iniquity to abound.

the duty of thossin authority t
things straightened out. s
are sometimes allowed to goen ki
that extent that hard feelingsi wi
vislon, contention and strife sl wii
and all this because Teachers, Bl w]
ops and others do not dethelr dotjds
In our Blshops Courts, i o ot
High Councils, we must beynemih
ed by the ifaw of God, and nkksps

ey

our notions and sympathies, or & dn
thing of that kind, and not betacas
it iIs somebody’s eon, or somelay €.
brother, or ssmebody’s reiativa th,
I have any eons, brothers orf to

tives, and they dosomething v
bring them up and adjudge W&'s
according to the law of God, €l
the same with me and with endN0

body elee, We sometimes thigh b
will bear with this, that and el & &
thing. Perhaps a man msy Al
drunkard, aud being a pretty :I“
scrt of a fellow, we think we G'“
bear with him, I tell you heo# M
to be dealt with according tothefi:
of God, and the same for me‘"
breaking, adultery and othe €
tions of His laws. Tho R

not violate eny of ths ) Gﬁ:ﬂ‘l
with impuonity, and th "tio
the Church ought to see thath ot

donot do it. We musi nothfy’:

erned by sympathles, My &8
thies in the caze that 1 relntedlth.
very sttong; but { must oot bef; €
erned by sympathies—I mﬂ:i‘
governed by the law of God d

*The Jaw of the Lord /s
converting the soul.” God
ganized His Church after ¢ "i
tern that exists in the heavedy b,
has given ws laws for the sﬂ"‘“ww
ment thereof, and placed & =5 .
head of it the heiyy FPr -
which s after the order of hiel o,
dek, which 1s after the order of
Sen of God, and which i aﬂﬁih i
ﬁ)wer of an endless life, 80

e hi‘.‘g also introduced fjl"; ;3?;
Priesthood as an appends A
other. And what 21?: these Pr?"}}d

hoods? The Priesthood ia the .
and government of God a3 it 5
whether in the heavens or 0B Y
carth, and wherever that I’:i;"
hood s iniroduged, aod tho Gl

=i
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