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“NIHILISM [N RUSSIA.

Mr. Willinm J, Armstrong of Wash-
inglon, D. C., delivered a very eflec-
tive and Instructive lecture on Batur-
day evening,nt Lhe Bajt L.ake Theatre.
Hissubject was ‘“Nihilism in Rusela.’?
There was not the audience present
which the theme deserved. But that
was no doubt owing to defectiveadver-
tizing. For instance the jecture was
not advertized in the DESERET NEWS,
and as that paper circulates among all
classes who would rwmost likely pat-
ronize an lotellecual treat, such as the
lecture really was, the reason of the
thin attendance.is evident,

Mr. Armstrong commenced hls lec-
ture with a be utiful tribute. to the
father’s of our republ ¢, and to the sys-
tem of government established by them.
By that work a uew political creed was
heralded to the world. [t caused crowns,
monarchies, nnd oligarchies toshake in
their foundalivns. ‘With one solitary
exception the governoments of the
world have been niore or less reformed,
and in the majority of cases revolution.
izad since the Declaration of Ameri-
can Independence was written. Rus-
sia {8 the sole and monstrous excep-
tion. She still stands the same un-
relenting foe to human liberty, that
she was a thousaud years ago.

Ruseia, continued the speaker, is
the direct opposite with our govern-
ment in every particular. Russia is
dead to al]l Instinets of popular rights.
Bhe pities not the oppressed. Humani-
ty bue not a siogle right whleh her
ruler feels bouud to respect. And yet
we are told that f{raternsl feelings
exist between that country and our
Republic; that toasts have buwen drunk
and praisen sung luo mutual felicita-
tions and that even now in the offlce
of the Becretary of Btate, ready to be
transmitted to the Unlted Htates
Senate, is the draft of a treaty agree-
ing that accused offenders of the two
pations shall be affectionately ex-
changed.

Mr, Armetrong then {ully explained
how the unholy and false aasocintion
of the names of Abraham Llocoln and
Alexander II had come about. It was
simply because of the emancipation of
Russian serfs by the Czar. This aet
was not peraonally the work of Alex-
ander II. For nearly u bundred years
every Russlan monarch who preceded
Alexander contemplated doing this
work, but Alexander seeing that the
safety of Russian despotism demanded
it, At once issued the ukase which man-
| umitted the serfs. This, said the lec.
turer, was the true "atory of an act
which conpled the names of Liucoln
snd the Czar of Russia.
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