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"STATEMENT OF MORONI

THE REASON IT WAS NOT PUBiisny,

His Honor said notwithstanding the
by Spaulding himsell was be

wrapped in a pieze ot old brown wrap-
defendant had entered into polyga-

of men who will never marry so long
ping paper and fastened with an old

as they can gratify their sexual de-

BROWN BEFORE JUDGE

POWERS. bility of & wife and family. Mess it was a breach of the law, and he “
¢ _ Weare not unmindful of the fact|regretted that he could ot sus nd | THE MANUSCRIPT EEJE “::,2:’ En: :fznt 4
WHY THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS PRAC- | that American liberty to us is merely | the sentence altogether. He couldnot, | to be 63 inches wide, and 8 inches| Taking this statement as ¢
TICE PAURAL MARRIAGE—PERSECU-|nominal in its application. From the|however, and, painful as it was, he|jone and about an inch in thickness. | served judgment of &n old editer s
TIONS OF THE SAINTS REviewEaD— | day-this Church was organized the red | would do ‘,‘-hf‘-‘ same if defendant was| Holding the parcel before my eyes, he | newspaper msn, who has ot o
hand of the assassin has been uponour | His Honor's own father. said : uﬁ-hiﬁ s just as I received ft, and | carefully read it and comr red i

A SOLEMN TESTIMONY.
a

e — —

"When Elder Moroni Brown was ar-
raigned before Judge Powers in the
First District Court on Saturday last,
to receive his sentence after having
been convicted of the dreadful crime
of cohabiting with his wives, he was
asked if he had anything to say why
sentence should not be passed upon
him, whereupon he addressed the

Court as follows:

I am aware, Your Honor, that it be-
comes your duaty, however painful to
youy to pass senténce upon me to-day
for the violation of a law; but to me
it is no crime, only as it has been
made such by the enactments of Con-
g£ress.

.. 1t is well known by all the Latter-
day Saints that we have not derived
all our knowledge concerning (God,
heaven, angels, this lif¢ and the life to

come entirely from the books of the |ham Young at the head of 147 men | nounced by the Court, it the existence of large mounds in the A —
Bible, yet we believe that all our re-|women and children, pioneered the : vicinity of Conneaut, indicating the | W#8 8 ‘‘roll of parchment cos
ligious principles and notions are in|road from the Missouri River to FELL LIKE A THUNDER-CLAF former occupation of the country by a | the ““}F"‘Ph?“ the writer.”
accordance with, and sustained by |this valley in search of a place ?herﬂupgu the ears of all who hesrd it; | DuIDerous people, etc., the author had | The first two chapters whichy
the Bible; consequently though we be- | his people could enjoy the privileges|their countenances fell, and disap- | been induced to write, etc., etc. I do E“m“ to _be a translation
lieve 10 new rE'\r‘Eiatlﬂnﬂ, Eﬂq bEHﬁ'Vﬂ of WDrEhlping God ﬂtﬂﬂl‘d[ﬂf-’ to the pﬂintment and Erlei weore dEpiﬂt-Ed not prtt,endt{)j!i?ﬂ Lhe t.extr‘but merﬂly i“mphfl which sets ‘ t
that God hrs revealed many things per- | dictates of their own conscience, a upon the physique of each. the sense as I gathered it from a hasty E{L‘:{ Eﬁﬁaﬁ“d :
D ;

taining to our religion; we also be-
lieve He has revealed none that are in-
consistent with ‘the worship of Al-
mighty God, a sacred right guaranteed
to all religious denominations by the
Constitution of our country.

I wish now to make one statement
in relation to the great principle of
plural or celestial marriage which has
agitated the public mind so much of

late. That while there is abundant| which are more dear to us than life it- office,” to the effect that they ‘*‘per- Un the "UYI-%B the heavens
proof to be found in the Scriptures|self. Wherein, I would like to know, POSSESSION OF MR. RICE, SANDWICH | sonally know thi1s manuscript to be the El"&“kn;“i o gnnng sun san
nd a terrinc storm arose,

and elsewhere in support of this doc-
trine, still it was not because it was

sires without incurring the responsi-

Eﬂtl’l; the blood of Saints and propnets
as been shzd; five times we have been
driven from our homes, and all this,
mark you, at a time when the practice
of polygamy among us was unknown
to the werld. But still the hue andcry
has gone forth that we were disloyal to
the government aﬂt‘l should of right be
exterminated. B#t one of the most

mous marriage in good faith,neverthe-

Moroni Brown was then sentenced to
he imprisoned in the Utah Penitentiary
for six months and to y a flne of
three hundred dollars, and stand com-
mitted until paid.

It is putting it mildly to say that
nearly every person, both in and Out of
the court room was

ASTOUNDED AT THE SENTENCES,

notable evidences to the contrary lies
in the fact that while the Saints, in
1846, were encamped in their waﬂan
and tents on the banks of the Mis

Omaha and Council
five hundred of our best men, in re-
sponse toa call by the government,
volunteered and went to assist in the
war with Mexico, leavipg their fami-
lies on the open prairie in an almost
helpless and starving condition, My
father, two brothers, an uncle and
one cousin were among the number
that volunteered to thus serve their
country, ‘

In the spring of 1847 President Brig-

8 much grief and sorrow at
= ble condition in which the prisoners

souri River, near where the cities of | are placed, and possessing, as he does,
Bluffs now stand, | discretionary

When the Court was expressing so
e unenvia-

power, it was thought,
believed and hoped that His Honor
would be mild, and especially so when
Judge Powers said that the defendants
had behaved so honorably during the
trial. They pleaded guilty, and the
witnesses on aand who might be re-
quired to testify against them.

hey gave the Court no unnecessary

|trnuble. nor did they put the govern-

ment (0 any unnecessary exgense,
Hence, when the sentence Was pro-

right guaranteed to us by virtue of
since we have redeemed the soil and
made the desert to blossom as therose,
Congress, urged by political dema-
gogues and hireling priests, has passed
proscriptive laws in eontravention of
the Constitution; the direct tendency
of which 1s to separate us from our
wives and bastardize our children,

consists the justice of sucha law, that
will drag innocent men before the

the Constitution of our eountry. But|.

The prisoners were remanded to the
ustody of the Marshal, and to-night
will be taken to the Penitentiary.

I reserve my comments for a future
time. WEBER.

““MANUSCRIPT FOUND.”

THE SPMAULDING ROMANCE NOW IN

ISLANDS—EXAMINED AND FOUND TO
BEAR NO RESEMBLANCE TO THE BOOK

tow string. I jud®e

as it has been in my possession for
over fort

years, tied with that same
string.

ou see that pencil weiting?

| That was written there before it came

into my hands.”’

This writing in pencil,
was—‘‘Manuscriot Storv

**But,’”’ coutinued he, ** this writing
in ink I foolishly wrote there myself
very recently; I sup I ought not
to have done it, but with that exce
tion it is just as it came into my bhands
and as it has remained for over forty
years."

This writing in ink was as fellows:—
‘“ Writings of Solomon Spaulding,”
and was inscribed partly over the
‘““Manuscripc Story”’’ written in pencil.

Mr. Rice then untied the tow string
aad took off the wrapper, when we
saw 4a time-worn, dingy, somewhat
dilapidated old manuscript. 1 glanced
over & portion of

THE PREFACE,
Which set forth that in consequence of

cnlibe legible,

glance.

Mr. Rice called our attention to the
certiticate on the last e, which was
referred to by Mr. Fairchlld in his art-
icle published in the New York Observer
of Feb. 6th, 1885. This certificate gave
the names of several persons, known
to the writer and signer of the same,
who had made affidavits, which the
certificate says were ‘‘on flle in this

writing of Solomon Spaulding.’”” The

certificate and the signature are in the

was not worth publishing,

the Book of Mormon, but
hand copled about two-thirds
opinion must be
weight; and 1t corresponds
alleﬁed m sent
with the Mss., when i
turned it to Spaulding, “de:lin
rint it,” and said,*Polish it g
t and you will make money outg
It no doubt needed and 'still
good deal of ‘‘polish.” ]
On the 1st instant, Brother §
I called again on Mr. Rice, wk
allowed us to examine the Mss ¢
**Manuscript Found.” We ey
preface and two chapters of the
which we found to be what]
call rather ¥ e
A FAR-FETCHED STORY
about the discovery
sheets of

of s
parchment’ in an "y

a mound on the *‘west 1
neaut River.”” With this pan

which was “*plalmsly written up
Roman letters fn{rheLm )

tion uunder the tuition of
learned master, at the time
stantine entered Rome, and wa
seated as Emperor,”” to whon
was introduced and was gy
him one of his secre g,
Soon after this Fabias was
Constantiue ‘*with an impor

sage to a certain General

tinued unabated for five da

r

practiced four thousand years azo by | courts and compel their wives d@ond same handwriting, and are that of lulled, but the darkness ¢
the servants and people of God, or|children to give testimony that will| OF MORMON—THREAD OF THE NAR-| 7 , | Fhey “were lost at sea. They
because it has been practiced by any | consigu them behind the bolts and bars| grarive. DOCTOR PHILASTUS HURLBURT, pray ‘‘with great laments
people or nation in any period of the|of a prison wall? There is none. It or rather the signature is plain *“D. P.| When a voice came telli ¢
world’s history, that the Latter-day|is only a repetition of the tyrannical HoxoLuLu, Sandwich Islands, Hurlbut.” be afraid, and they would be ts
Saints have adopted it, and made it a|yoke once placed upon the necks of our May 11, 18%. | Mr. Rice is now about 84 years of age, | “safe  harbor.” For fin
of their practice, but it is because | colonia ifathers by a British sovereign. | pas . Deseret News : but he is in ?l:nod mental and physical | more t.he; were swiftly
od our Eternal Father has revealedit| Iuconclusion, in obeying the law of > ' condition. He chatted freely relative |Defore the wind and
unto us, If there were no record of its | celestial marriage, as far as Iam con-| On the morning of the 16th of April [to his early recollections and |themselves in the mouth of
Bractlpetobe foand, and if the Bible, | cerned, I have entered into the most | myzcompanion and I made our way to | acquaintances, not forgetting to| large river” - 5 which the
ook of Mormon and Book of Doctrine | sacred covenants with my wives and | Punahou, about two miles from Hono- | give us his mind respecting plu-|'‘for many days,”” when they¢
and Covenants were silent in respect| with my God, which covenants arenot|lulu, to the residence of Mr. J. M.|ral marriage. He sald: * was | Village and cast anchor. ne
to this doctrine, it would nevertheless | only binding for time but for all eter- | Whitney, son-in-law of Mr. L. L.Rice, | well acquainted with Sidney Rig-|Werealarmed, held a councll,
be binding upon us as a people; God |nity, and I have done this with a|with whom the latter is at present liv- | don, both before and after he be-|ally extended towards them!
himself having igiven a revelation for | knowledge of what I was coing. | ing. came a‘*Mormon,”’and I have beard him | of friendship, mude a great

“us to practice 1t at the present time. It
18 gratifying to know, however, that
we are not the first of God’s people
unto whom this principle has been re-
vealed. Itis tifying to know that
we are only following in the footsteps
of those who have preceded us in t.Ee
work of God, and that we to-day are

only carrying out the principle which | 3ame. Therefore I have been sincere * guardian and leader of the Church af- | Was better to remain thaal
God’s people observed inobedience to | in the matter, and in practicing it I did AMR. SPAULDING'S ROMANCE, ter the death of the Prophet Joseph,|!0 return to Rome, etc.:
revelation from Him thousands of years | not consider I was breaking any con-|from which it was alleged the Book of | While that authority had been confe 8hip’s company cousisted

ago.

Your Honor, it is also gratifying to
know that we are suffering persecu-
tion, that we are threatened with

fines and imprisonment for the prac- | you have given me at this time and I|gsubject. 1sm’™ or the Book of Mormon." the vessel and Trojenous

tice of precisely the same principle | ROW submit to any sentence you may| He invited us into the parlor, and | He said: “I was very well acquainted | Of his 18t Mate, one of the #
whicn Abraham, the Father of the |feel it your duty to pass upon me. when we were seated he asked,|With Joseph Smith in Kirtland, and I |ealled Droll Tem, anotherC
Faithful, the Friend of God prac- “Are you Mormons?”’ Of course |8&W him once in Nauvoo.” | were Lhree ladies of rank
ticed'in his life and taught to his chil- RIS s T PO 3 to this we had but onef e was also quite well acquainted | Women. On motion of one ¢
dren after him. If all the inhabitants THE FULL PENALTY IN unequivocal answer. He then enquired | With Sister E. R. S Smith; said she | Ors the women chose their |
of the earth at the present time were FLICTED how long we had been ia the country, | Used to write puetry for his paper, and | L-ucian, Fabias and Trojent
righteous before God, and beth males - ; our business, etc., etc,, to all of which | be always thought her “‘a very nice, in- | cOurse seiected by the tk

and females were faithful in Kkeeping
His commandments, and the numbers
of the sexes of a marriageable age
were exactly equal, there would be no
necessity for any such
Every righteous man could have his
wife and there would be no overplus of
feinales. But what are the facts in rela-
tion to this matter? Since old Pagan
Rome and Greece,worshippers of idols,
passed ja lawconfining & man to one

women: who. have. had--ho possibie | 1’ FRO05S 10 thé laqaley of Hon. | pULIAD UL, of puper, belore I got i\ jCppele, o oblection he wouldper- | rex wesrax vmiox vevest
. . ras : . : . — s .
chagce of getting married. You may | Honor said he’ woale bﬂ"{,"iﬂiﬁédﬂ{ﬁ is not one word nor sentence in itin|  There is no doubtin my mind that AMERICAN

think this a very strange swatement,but
it is a fact that those nations were the
founders of what is termed monogamy
and all other nations, with few excep-
‘tions, have followed the Scriptural
E.lan of having a plurality of wives.
hese Roman and Grecian nations,
however, were very powerful, and
- when Christianity came to them, es-
Eecmlly the Roman nation, it had to
OW to their mandates and customs.
Hence, the Christians grad uallgladu t-
ed the monogamic system, which
laid the foundation for prostitution,
and the evils and diseases which are
Inostrevolting in their character.
~ An honest monogamy is the next

institution.

s | mendation to mercy by the jury.

With me it has been no guess work, |
(od himself having revealed it to” me
for my own benetit, and, Your Honor, |
it is my firm belief that no man, al-
though God revealed this through the

into this lJaw until he receives a know-

stitutional law

N
tEis Territory.
Allow me to thank you for the liberty

OGDEN CITY, Utah,
July 11, 1835,
Editor Deseret News:

morning with gersuus who desired to
hear trom the Court the sentence pro-
nounced on the defendants, F. A,
Brown and Moroni Brown, convicted
of the *‘crime’ of unlawful cohsabita-
tion with their wives.

hear anything counsel had to say in
favor of the character of the defend-
ants. Hesaid F. A. Brown was a man
highly respected in this com munity,
and had held many positions of 2

HONOR AND TRUST.

He has filled them with dignit , honor
n:.ud integrity, and counsel gdes{red the
Court to be lenient, and that His
Honor would remember the recom-

also entered a similar plea for Moronl
Brown.
The Courtsaid it zave him no

whatever to sentence them Or even an

* thing to an impossibility. Wherever
it is practiced it is a system of hypoc-
risy. It is aveil of abstemiousness
assumed to conceal a mass of hidden
- corruption. Its direct tendency is to
stimulate the contemptible vices of
inturalilue and lying, as well as the
equally detestible ones of prostitution
v b 215 g If fthisl Nation would

opt the system of polygamy as prac-
ticed by t{e Latter-day Saint.ap and
make death the penalty of sexual co-
habitation outside the marriage rela- |
tion, there would be no housés of ill-
fame in the land, no illegitimate chil-
dren crying in the streets of our cities
for ‘'bread, having no fathers or
mothers to claim and protect them:
infanticides would also be less fre-
que;:t and soon become a thing of the
past.

Under this system of monogamy it is
impossible for more than half the
women to marry; their number being
80 muach greater than that of the men;
and then there are tens of thousand |

and adultery.

' he gave the defendants credit t
' conscientious in the g s

the Court and w

dience in the court

man for breaking the law. But while

ractice of plura
ve him credit for

n the discharge of
Officer of the

marriage they must
being conscientious
Em duty as an

overnment in administerin th
law. He said he was Erieveg
to be compelled to pass so severe a sen-
tence upon them, but the majesty of

the law must be uphbeld. Fran
Brown then received i

THE ¥FULL PENALTY

of the law, namely, to be impris
iu t{ B.:E:: ans indthﬁ Penitent?ary?gig
in , and that he -
mitted uotil it is paid. Gt
Moroni Brown then stood u
read a statement (the full text of which
is published elsewhere), which was lis-
tened to with respectful attention by
h seemingly almost
by the immense an-
room,
At the conclusion of his speaking

p and

it
breathless intereag:

but have broken a law | Mormon wa
ecially prepa'red for the people of | ana curinsuﬁv

He | wwhen Mr.

pleasure | 4
Ylold

Un going to the house we met a very
aged, but intelligent looking man at
the rear of the dwelling, whom we
found to be Mr. Rice. After intro-
ducing ourselves, I informed him that

Prophet Joseph Smith, should enter | I had seen an article, published in the

papers by Mr, James H. Fairchild, rel-

ledge for himself of the truth of the|ative to

derived, and thatinterest
had led us to call on him,
in hopes of seeing it, and of having

somwe conversation with him on the

we gave appropriate answers, so that
he seemed satistied that we had come
no great distance for the special ob-
ject of our visit. He then began to

The court room was crowded this talk about as follows (to the best of

my recollection).

**1 have no objection to show you the
manuscript; you shall see it; but it is
of no value to anybody. I have, with
others, compared it with the Book of
Mormon, and I undertook to copy it,

common with the Book of Mormon.

THE ONLY POSSIBLE RESEMBLANCE

is: they both purport to give an ac-
count of American Indians. This
manuscript is nothing but a simple
story about the tribes of Indians sup-
posed to have inhabited the country
injthe vicinity ot Conneaut,Ohio.,where
some anclect mounds existed, and it is
& very poor story at that.

‘It came into my possession in 183—,
and I bought out the
rinting establishment formerly owned
¥y Mr. E. D Howe in Painsville, Ohio
n connection witha large amount of
pers found in the place and
turned over to us with it. I have had
it ever since in my possession. I have
looked at it scores of times, and often
thought I would look into it tosee
what it wus, but never did until & vear
a

go, on the occasion of Presideat Fair-

child’s visit. Since then I have often | 50me forty years. It seems that

wondered that I did not long ago de-
Stroy it with other wortkless papers.
I have recently had letters from several
parties making inquiries about this
manuscript, and all desiring to obtain
possession of it.

Mr. Howe thinks he has a claim up-
on it, but I have told them all they
carnot have it, When I get thro

preach as a Campbelliteand as a **Mor-
mon.” He was a very smart man, but
I never knew the cause of his leaving
your Church, or whether he ever de-
nounced **Mormonism’ and the Book
of Mormon or not.”

I said: **One cause of his leaving the
Church was that he assumed to be the

through Joseph Smith upon the Twelve
Aposties, and that to my knowledge

Lr. Rigdon had never at any time de-
nied or denounced either “*“Mormon-

telligent E
know if the was still living.

part with the manuscript or allow it
to be copied, I ssked him if he would
rt with the copy he had made, 8o

compensation for his time and labor.
At first he refused, but after some talk
on the subject he promised to write
Mr. Fairchild by the next mail, and ¥

this is the identical, much-talked-of,
long-lost, much-belied, but very inno=-

cent
“MANXUSCRIPT FOUND.” .

The facts already demonstrated be-
youd coatradiction stamp its identity
with unmistakable certainty. In 1
it was obtained by Hurlburt from
Jerome Clarke at Hardwicks, New
York, ugon an order of Mrs. David-
son, the widow of Solomon
Spaulding, certified to as
Eha wrmlng of Snlum:;zu S

¥ several persons perso y Knowin
the fact, and subscribed to b D.l%
Hurlburt himself, by whom ft was
taken to the printing establishment of
Mr. E. D. Howe, the reputed author of
‘“‘Mormonism U‘nvaﬂe&
ferred to Mr. L. L. Rice on his pur-
chasing the printing establishment,
and by Mr. Rice preserved until now,
without even knowing what it was for

_ being
inuldlng

THE HAND OF PROVIDENCE
is plainly visible, for some wise pur-

se,
m been cnrefullﬂ examined and com-
red with the Book of Mormon by
r. L. L. Rke, Mr. James, H. Fair-
child, President of the Oberlin College
Library, Ohio, and by others, and by
them declared without similarity in

with it, 1 shall most likely deposit 1[:"{3
the Oberlin College Library, as I have
promised President Faimhﬂt’l."

l remarked: *‘There is no wuse dis-
guising the fact that we would like to
obtain it or a copy of it,” to which he
very emphatically replied: *‘‘Well, sir,
youcan't have it.” 1

He went into another

art of the|From his remarks we inferred that it
house and soon returned vl:it.h a parcel ' Was his belief that

name, incident, purpose or fact with
the Book of Mormon,

Mr. L. L. Rice declared to Brother
Farr and myself that he believed it to be
the only romance of the kind ever
written by Mr. Spaulding,” and, said
he,'*somehow I feel that thisisa ?act."

them, sold them a |
for ﬂity pieces of scarfet |
fifty knives,” and establish
them a covenant of perpetusl
Not daring to venture ti
and uncertaintiées of the
deep over which they had b
teriously drivenm, they cone

seven of whom were

who had embarked at Rom
their relatives in England,
Lucian was the name of the

oung lady,” and wanted to | rank, but six poor fellow
As he had refused so emphatically to | etc

r as he had gone, for a reasonable!

" and trans- | and 5,000 copies of Stetson H¥

in the whole affair. And now it|and these papers will be

without wives, or marry th

This is about the thread of
80 far as we have read.
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WASHINGTON, 16.—A fire
to-ng:t in the building oce
the Daily Post National .
Washingtor Critic, Sunday &4
| Unitea States Eqgctric Light’
and several other tenants, The*
ial, composing and press roo
four papers are completel
the business offices flooded Wi
The building was owned
Hutchings, and was valued 8 ¥
insured.  The Post and 8
used the same press, valued$ __
The Cm
.

insured for ,000,
valued a:; $16,000, i?m

ment was a
ex-Secretary Umdi . P

new book,""Was n, Past &
seut,’’ are a total loss, T },;
is owned by Thomas S. .
loss is not heavy. The total
reach about ,000, about W
of which is covered by insuré®
KEvening Star at once te _ av

1
e

of 1ts office to the Post

interruption. ¥
* DENVER, 16,—This foren®
assenger train was being ™
the Denver & Rio Grande
empty chair car was run 0¥=°
age of dynamite, which expi
great force, wrecking the ¢
juring the switchman. It ¥ 5
the dynamite was intendediss
ular passenger train,
fews minutes,
Graunde officials say
the work of

i

as o]
& I
i

ald bey
]

- f';_.

cave' about *'8 feet deep,” ki

-
» 1
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