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“MORMONS ™ AND “NON&MORMON."

WE have received the following let-
ter of i» quiry:

‘S Editor Descret News:

“Can yon explain the object in having
the words ‘Mormon’ nod ‘non-Mormon’
applied to the eohool children im this

ertitory?

“Granting tho object 1a a proper one, is
it right to uso the rlang term ‘Mormon’
when Latter-day Saint should be used,
and re%uirc parentr or guardlans to en-
dorre thoterm om the scholar's coriifi-
cate?

“Supposing the party who originated

the printed forms werea member of the
Roman Catholio Church, how do you
think be would relish the question, ‘Is
your child a Papist or a nen-Papist?* *!
% We do not know what object wae in
vlew in the ineertion of the words
“Mormon’ and “non-Mormon’’ In the
forms which have lo be filled up for
school statletice in this Territory, other
than the deeire of certaln government
ofMciuls to learn the relative numbers
of each ¢lass in the school populatinn.

We 2re of the oplnion that the term
“‘Mormon* ehould not have been
used, and thal the term Lintter-day
Bajnt would have been far better, if
the d:slgn had beem tn show the
religiova attachments of the achoal

children and the parenta But this
wag Dot contemplated, Only two
claseea of people were recognized

namely, *Mormons’® and “Q@Gentiles,”’
and these not particularly in 8 eectat-
ian sen=e but rather as dlstinot orders
of citizens.

The party who originated the printed
formae was not actlpg im & religinus
capacity and therefore the query in
refation to the ‘“*Paplist” or *‘non-
Papiat’? will not apply.

No indlvidual Is responslble for this
unpleasant diecriminatten. It le s pro-
vislon of the EKdmunds-Tucker Act.
The Terrltorial Commissoner of Bchuols,
who {urnishes the blanks, has to con-
form lo the act of Congresa which
created the office. Bectlon 25 of the
ael provides that

*8aid soperintendent sbail collect nnd
clasafty 8tatlstice and other information
respecting the district and other schools
in said Terri'org', showing their progreas,
the whole numbor of children of sebool
age,the oumber who attend achool in
each year in the respective counties, the
average length of timoe of their attend-
ance,the number of teachers and the com-
peiealion paid to tho same, the numbar
“of teachers who are Mormons, the num-
ber who are so-called Gentiles, the num-
ber of children of Mormon parents and
tbe number of ohildren of &ro-called
Gentila parents, and their respective
average attendance at echool; all of which
atatistics and information shalt be annu-
ally reported to Congress, through the
Governor of said Territory aod the De-
pariment of the Interior.”

It will be observed that the word
(Gentilen s ustd {n the statote,but ““oon.
Mormons?’? is substituted 1n the forms
prepsted. Thls, we suppose, is con-
sjdered a softer term, but 1t Jdoes not
comply with the letter of law. It ao-
complishes the intent, however, nnd Is
perhaps lesa objectionable to many
people,

There are gquite a nunber of oav
cltizens of both cluseca w ho regard thie
provlsion with sfavor, The fault
must not be laid upon the Conamissioner
nor npon any other school officer in
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the offenelve diecriminntlon in the
law, we can afford to put up wlth it for
the present, with the sure and certain
hope that statebiood will, before many
yeury, relegale it to the oblivion which
ought to cover a greal many disagree-
able things conpected with the treat-
ment of the so-ealled “*Mormon prob-
lem, *’

MRS, HARRISON'S ILLNESS.

THE people of the country, without
regard to party, wilt be pained to learn
of the serious llloess of Mrs. Harrison,

wife of the Presldent, who hes the
reputation of betng A most estimabie
lady. It is evident from the nature of
the latest information as to her co..dl-
tino, that her gituation is critioal. The
sympathy of the natlon will also be di-
recled to (#en. Harrison. The illners
of his wife will be doubly distresslng to
bim undet exinling eircumstances, the
country belng on the verge of a heated
campaign in which be is one of the
two princtpnle. The politival conflict
requires all the nerve and mental con-

centration that s man im hia
position can glve to dt, And
in supgh a struggle, happy ie he
who can turnm from the turmoil

of political tumuM to the sweet repose
of the domestic cirele. If 2 man does
not flnd peace there he has it not at
all. In the case of President Harrl-
son, the chief figure in his domestle
abode Is proetrated with u dangetrous
illoess, and when his mind reverts
from his onercus and important duties
to the afuirz of his home, it s neces-
sarily w,th deep concern, Indeed, 1o
auch a condition itis difficult, if not
impoeeible, for n man to centre his
mental powers to their fullextent upon
matters of the greatest moment outside
his domestic hearth when there te
gerious trouble within that charmed
clrole. We hope to hear of the early
recovery of Mrs, Harrieon, although
the reports of her situation glve that
se nliment but slight enccursgement.

AN EXTRACRDINARY MOVEMENT.

WE bad no desire tn throw even the
shadow of a straw in the wey of the
pertial hofiday, given by the bankera
and business houees to their employes
today, that Lhey might have ao oppor-
tunity of going to the big tent to hear
Lhe revivalist and the pinger, who have
appeared belore lurge audiences during
several daye and evenings past. The
holidny will be over before what we
have to say appesrs in print.

But we are nof the opinlon that the
whole proceeding la extraordinary and
at the same time somewhat inconsiet-
ent. And the proclamation of the
Mayor fe still more s, Jt looke to us
entirely cul of place. The ecivic
authority which Be reprecents shculd
be kepl entirely.separate from ecelesi-
awtion! affaire. It it had been a “*Mor-
mon*? Mayor who had lssued such a
proclrmation, crles of “Church and
State? would have stirred the country
from the Rocky Mountsine, east and
west to the shores of the Alnantic and
Pacitic oceane.

Io about three weeks there will be
in this city a great conference of the
Latter-day HBalnota from all arls of the

the Territory. And while we object to

country. Will ‘the stores and banke

 mate,

= _—

aod trading houses be closed oh B week
dny on that occasion? Not very likely,
A nd yet thero would be more probabil-
ftiee of a larger mitendance in the
Tubernacle of persone thus releaseq
from ordinary duty thano there has beeq
of similar perscne in the big tent,
Before the *revival” was com.
menced here, ome of the slatementg
mede to boom tihe revivalist wge
that so greai was Lhe nltmotion, ‘fmagf
netism’?? nod what not of lhe

Freacher,
that merchants uanod bankers iy
a certuin California city closeg

their business places to flock to heap
the great revivalist. The impresasion
conveyed was that It was g epon-
taneous rueh of people aroused to reg.
tiglous fmpulses.

We hope this will not be pajd of the
cloging movement iu Bait Lake City
It was worked up by tbe resident
preachers and the whole (hing
proclamation jooluled, was Jope uf
their earnest solicitation. .

Ap tothe resulls of the tent mervices
we do mot prelend lo give any eaty-
From what we have seen gpg
heard we are of the opinion that they
will not be of any grent profit, either
in numbera added to the churches or ig
1 financial sense. We bolieve the
preacher to be very much In earnest,
and we hope some permanent good to
the cauee of morality will uccrue from
his energetic efterts. But the closing
movement we look upon as very muaj,
of a farce, and the Mayor's pryclama.
tlon as exceedingly absurd.

—rt——————

HOME AND THE BALLOT.

A GREAT denl is 8ald by the oppo-
pente of equal suffrage about “{he pro-
tection of the bhome.” It [s made to

appear as though the bome would be
Jdeserted If women took patt ip public
ufTalre sufficiently to cast u Lallot at the
polls. How this desecration ia to be
the inevitubie result of sugh g ohange
fn the laws that governo elections is not
made very clear. The Rev, Appa
B8haw, a lady preachet ol note and of
great forensio and lotellectus) ahllity
takes up this phase of the womau,
suftrage questivn in  the American
Journal of HFolilica for the present
month. After eloquently expressing
her opinlon of Lbe boliness of home,
the primal duties of wilehood apnd
motherbood, and the absolute necesst-
ty to woman of not mngrely a house
buta home, sbhe shows that s there 1
nothiog that should come belweon a
woman and her husband and children,
8o there is nothing that sbou come
between a father and bls duti®; to his
chil ren and his home, Also that a
w.man a8 Well asa man may be able
to do a great deal outeide of {the house
an well as inside for the home, And
she goes on to Eay, with good reasom,
wethiok:

#Y believe in the ballot for womeoen it
for notbiog but the orotection of the
home itgelf, Ifanyone ought to have the
right to vole it surely is the mothers of
our counl.riy. I belisve Lhat power and
reepousibility go together. Woman has
1he responsibility of rearing hor children,
Why take from her the power by which
aho may rear her children? In order
to bring up ber children =as they eught
to be, phe must have some way of
controlling them after they got ont
on the sireet, and 'tho only way for

ber 1o do this ie to bhave some con-



