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Kimberley, dated February 8th: “The
Boer big gung shelled us all day yes-
terday, but nobody was killed.'

The correspondent of the Times at
Lourenzo Marques, under date of Feb-
ruary Sth, says. '‘Recent visitors to In-
hambane report that the Portuguese
customs authorities there seized a
quantity of arms and smmunition con-
signed under false description,

The first lord of the admiralty, Mr,
George J. Goschen, Is preparing csti-
motes for a large increase in the navy,
t s thought possible that Pariiament

L

will be asked for L£20,000,000 for new
ships,

The war office hag reduced the mini-
mum standard of height again this

time to flve feet three inches for in-
fantry and five feet two inches for ar-
tillery.

pr. Levds has issged In Brussels a
statement for publication In English
denying the purported interviews in
which he 1§ reported as predicting the
intervention of the powers in the event
of 'he British invading the Free State
He says he is convinced that the war

lics have arms and ammunition. If
the Mauser cartridges give out, the
Boers, he asserts, will fall back upon
Martini-Henry rifles, for which they
that Is
practically inexhaustible,

BULLER'S DEFEAT CONFIRMED.

A special dispatch from Spearman's
camp, dated yesterday {Friday noon)
says that owing to the Boer cross nre
and the fmpossibility of Intrenching
Vaal Krantgz, Gen, Buller's foree with-
drew. The Financial News, which pub-
lishes thig digpatch, suggests that Gen,
Buller has not yet actually recrossed
the Tugela,

In the Morning Post today Mr, 8pen.
cer. Wilkingon, reviewing the milltary
situation, says: ‘‘Lord Roberts {8 evi-
dently about to begin his campalgn,
and there are signs that Gen, Meth-
uen's foree will make the flrst import-
ant move. It s probable that the sev-
enth division will soon be heard of as
co-operating with Methuon,

“The Jatest news regarding Gen.
Buller's operation is puzziing, It looks
now as If he never serlously contem-

plated an attempt to relleve Lady-
smith, but only a demonstration to pre-
vent the Boers from diverting rein-
forcements to Magersfontein,

“Looking to the distance from Lady-
smith to Kimberley, a journey In which
the Boers would get little help for the
transporting of thelr forces, Lord Rob-
erte has a clear week for the first blow,
which will put a new face on the gltus-
tion This hypoethegis would account
for the present state of things in both
the theaters of war, and the pecullari-
ties of the attacks on Monday and
Tuesday become intelligible, for if they
had been intended as a gerious moves
ment, Gen. Buller would have been
largely reinforced and would have
pushed the attack with greater ener-

LN

“The Times, dealing with the military
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“If Gen. Buller has
unlikely that another
attempt will be made, The te rrible in-
itial strategle mistake of abandoning
the principal objective for a subsidiary
operation still over welghts the cam-
paign, but the time approaches when
its baneful influence will cease to fetter
our nation, The great issues of the war
will not by ided in Natal"

Gen., Macdonald's retirement
Times congiders “inexplicable.”

Latpele,  Feb, 9.~The Neuste Nach-
richten prints a special dispateh {rom
a correspondent who clatms that Gen
Buller's third dattempt to relieve Lady-
smith has completely failed.

situation, says
failed, it seems

the

MoKinley a Mason.
Washington, Feb. 10.—Pregident Me-
Kinley has been notified of his election
as &y honorary member of the Colum-
bia Lodge of Master Masons of London,
Eng. The potification was given by
Col. J. H. Taylor, the magter of Colum-
bia lodege, He wag accompanied to the
White House by Grandmaster Hender-
son and Past Grand Masters Henry
Small Jr. and M. H, Parker, of the dis-
trict. The certificate of election is on
its way to this country,
It {8 handsomely engrossed.

Bryan and His Throat,

New York, Feb, 10.—Willlam J, Bry-
an left for Washington this morniug,
He expects to gpend the afterncon in
Washington and leave there tonight
for Austin, Texas. The strain incident
to the numerous speeches which he has
delivered since he came East two weeks
ago, hag told heavily on Mr, Hryan
and hig throst (s {n bad ndition. He

will take a long vest lo Texas before he

| returns to his l‘.\'..w;-“ i..x Nebraska,

WEBSTER DAVIS, WHO IS WITH THE BOERS.

Webster Dgvis, the assistant secretary of the interior, whose visit to the
Transvaal is just now being so widely discussed, is a Missour] lawyer and a man

who has had a varied career in politics

The state and interior departments

deny that Assistant Secrctary Davis is intrusted with a diplomatic mission,
but he h'ml’nﬂkut Kruger's private car and is receiving many courte

ses from

He is pow with the Boer army ia Natsl

LORD SALISBURY

RETAINS HIS HOLD

No Likelihood of Overthrow of
Present British Cabinet,

OPPOSITION TO00 DIVIDED.

Healey's Speech-Centennary of Phos
tography-Morganatie Marrluges

~ Soclety News,
London, Feb, 10—(8peclal London ca-
ble letter, Copyright, 1000, by the As.

goclated Press.)—It has been a greal
week for the gove! As foretold
in these dispatehes, Lord Salisbury held
his own in parliament and with the
country The disunited Hberal party
was no match for the congervative or-

nment,

ganization, and even the small minor-
ities mustered into the lobbles were
largely leavened with discontented

members, who,much against thelr wills,
voted In favor of the party amend-
ment

The crushing government victory in
the bye-election at York and the defl-
nite break between the liberals and the
reunited Irigh leaves the fleld clear
for the party in power. Already a
meeting of the liberal party has been
called to express confidence in its lead-
er in the house of commons, Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman, and it is freely
rumored that he meditates throwing up
the thankless task of the nominal Jead-
ership, and that the opposition is turn.
ing wistful eyes in the direction of
Lord Rosebery, That so-called sphynx,
however, 18 must too astute to retake
the guidance of guch an {ll-conditioned
body during a period so cruecial in the
country's history, and though, spasmod.
feally, he evinces a desire to re-enter
the field of active polities, he Is the
last man in the world to take a pig in
a poke; hence the remainder of the
gesglon will probably be only marked
by desultory opposition, the lberals
taking the middle of the road course
and the Irigh adhering to out and out
denunclation of the government and
its war. But, neither will be able to
prevent the chance or of the exchequer,
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, from passing
any financial measures he decldes upon
to meeg the tremendous draln caused
by the hostilitics In the same way,
the hand of secretary for war, the mar.
quiz of Lansdowne, cannot be forced,
and whatever explanalions, investiga-
tiong or reforms may be forthcoming in
relation to Great Britain's military sys.
tem, they must awalt the consent of
that much abused cabinet member.

The reuniting of the Irigh members

under Mr. John Redmond may be re-
garded more as a personal triumph for
that stalwart independent than ag hav-
ing a serlous bearing upon the politics
of the immediate future. The organs
of all the Irfsh partles are unanimous
in dedlaring he Is the right man in the
right place Yet, since the downfall
of Charles Stewart Parnell, Mr. Red-
mond's hand hax been agiinst almost
every other man's, steadfastly refusing
all compromige, until, by sheor strength
of character, he has foreed his country«
men tn acknowledge his abllities as
a leader of no mwean order. However,
while hig party continues to act with-
out alllance with any English section,
he can accomplish practically nothing.
If the present felicitous organization

|
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ADMIRAL DEWEY
NAILS THE LIE.

Hero of Manila Uses Emphatic Lan-
guage Towards His Traducers,

NEVER RECOGNIZED REBELS

Had to Communicate With Agulpaldo
~Story of Recoguition Started by
& Disreputable Adventurer.

New York, Feb., 10—~The Tribune
says: "I have never by word, act or
intimation efther personally or thr
A representative, conveyed Lo Aguina

or any of his assoclates the assurance

that the United States government
would recognize Filipin dependence

The foreguing statement was mad
by Admiral Dewey In the mos

phatie tone last night. This de

tion was brought forth in a discus-
slon concerning the repeated asser-
tions that Admiral Dewey while In t}
Phillppines consuited with Aguinkl
and told him that the United States
government would recognize the Inds
pendence of the Philippines. The state
ment wag elleited principally by ar
article bearing upon this subject which
was sent in 1o the Tribune for publi

tion, The article was shown 1o tl
admiral in his apartment gt the Wal.
dorf-Astoria, The admiral read 1t}
arvcle carefully, The article contains
a letter signed by Howard W, Bray,
who ig alleged to have goted ag inter
preter between Aguingido, Consul Gen
ernl Pratt and Admliral Dewey Mt
Bray asserts that Aguinaido had an
terview with United States Cons=ul Gen-
eral Pratt at Singapore on Aprll 26
1898 that the conditions of Aguinaldo’s

policy were cleavly stated; thut thes
were submitted to Dewey, and that the
latter cabled with all haste to Hong
kong, and that Dewey brouglhit back

Aguinaldo to Lugon under promise of

independence

When Admiral Dewey had read th
article he gald impressively

‘I have gome reports, docume

statements before me which I

proves permanent, which some people
doubt. it may be a powerful factor after
the conclusion of the war, especially

subsequent 1o the next general glection
But until then it {8 hard 1o see how
the Irish members can effect anything
except intermittent obstruction and o¢-
carional advoecacy of the Boer cause,
which dally diminishes the possibility
of securing home rule. However, It
must always be borne in mind that the
government's supremacy would be cons
siderably modified in the event of an
overwhelming defeat or fallure to ats
tain some definite and jmpartant ob-
jective, But such is Lord Salisbury's
strength and go inured has the nation
grown to reverses, that it ls goarcely
featible to concelve that the greatest
of such disasters could accomplish the
compiete downfall of the present min.
istry.

The most Ingtructive index of publie
feeling is the cessation of bitter orits
feiam of the government by the leads
ing organs after the voung in the house
of ofmmons and at York had proved
that, right or wrong, Lord Sallsbury's
cabinet yotained its hold

With the exception of Mr. Joseph
Chamberlain’s stutesmanlike speech Mr,
Timothy Healy's stands out as a bright

exception to a rather featurcless de-
bate, While he stirred the anger of the
liberale and conservatives allke and
outraged thelr patriotism, Mr. Healy
was unanimously, though grudgingly,
accorded praise for making the finest

rhetorical effort heard gince the houses
convened,  His delivery and language
were worthy of Kdmund Burke and the
best orators who have spoken the Eng-
lish tongue, And, those who are saying
this have added In the same breath that
the man ought to be shot for a traltor.

8o much for the political happenings
which, with the war, have divided the
interest of the }

WwWees
The centennary

of the birth of the
late Wm., Henry Fox Talbot (Feb, 11
the father of photography, is being cele-
brated by raigsing & memorial fund,
which is to be devoted to the restoration
of the church at Laycock abbey, Wilt-
shire, Talbot's old bhome. His services
to photography have been revived in
editorials

The scerious illness of Gen. Sir Wm.
Lockhart, the commander-in-chief in
India, will probably oblige him to re-
turn home, He has not been well gince
he went out, and his duties have great-
Mal, Gen, Bir Wm, G

ly devolved on

Nicholson, the adjutant general who
has now gone on Lord Roberts' staff,
Another staff ofMcer, to whom Lord

Roberts Is reported to submit all strat-
ey, is Col, Henderson, who gained a
reputation by a “Life of Stonewall
Jackson"” and a minute study of the
Clvil war

Morganatic marriages are becoming
popular. It {8 finally announced that,
in spite of all delays, the Crown
Princess Stephani of Austria, widow of
the Crown Prince Rudolph, will marry
Count Von Lonyay March 8, angd now,
according to Vanity Falr, the helr to
the Austrian throne, Archduke Ferdl-
nand, three months ago married Count.
ess Chotek, for her sake resigning his
claims to rule. She is 4 handsome lady-
fn-walting of Princess Stephani

The forthcoming marriage of Lord
Chesterfield to Miss Lnid Wilson will
be a brillant affair, and will set pre-
cedent at naught, the bride wearing a
gatin train emtroidered with silver
1ies, doved and stars, while the brides.
malds will wear scarlet cloth coats with
triple eapes and pleturesque felt hats
Lord Chesterfleld’s gifts to them are
big sable muffs, Instead of the orthodox
bangle, while his gift to the bride is a
dinmond tara and a check for £2,000,

Once &galp this week the little band
known as the Dickens soclety gathered
in Westminster abbey, and placed
wreaths on the tomb of the novelist, to
show that hs anniversary was not for.
golten. Ameng the many floral tributes
was sne inscribed “Annle and Edwin
Drew.” while several Americans were
among those who, in the quiet poet's
corner, Hstened to the Jow-spoken ad-
dress of society’s geceretary

Countess Ruseell, who has recently
been touring in “A Runaway Girl,” an.
nounces that she is going on the music
hall stage, and will do a song and dance
act,

On the Metropolitan stages the sole
novelty is the revival of “Dandy Dick"
at Wyndham's

Ag predicted Saturday last, the new
Galety plece 18 a great success

BE. 8. Willard denies the veport that
his re-appearance on the stage I8 im.
minent. He say¥ he has completely
recovered his health, but he adds, his
hollduy I8 much too pleasant to be in-
terfered with, and he hag no intention
of acting until his return to England in
Novawm b

[ upon my return to Washington b
mit to the Senate committes on forelge
relgtions It 18 better, however, {
gtrike this He as It arises, and | wil
ngwer the charge as it comes, [ never
#aw thlis man Bray. 1 never Knew hin

I never heard of him except aas a dis
reputable adventurer in the pay of the

Phillppine lunta. Bo far as this story

concerns me there I8 not a word of
truth in It.”

Admiral Dewey then took up a re-
port which he had before him. It was

typewritten and destined to go to the

Senate. It was made by Lieut R, P.
Hall, ehiet engineer of the Peirel, Tt
was a voluminous decument and s«
forth in detail all negotiations with

Capt. Wood, at that time in command
of the Petrel, who actéd as Admiral

Dewey's representative has dealings
with the Phllippine junta in Hong-
kong, lLdeut, Hall set forth how the
Filipinog, through & banker named
Levy, usked for an interview with

representative of Admiral Dewey I'he
Interview was arranged and Lieut Hall
kept the appointment, In his report
he tells In detall of the meeting; who
pttended it and what was sald. TV

salient point made by Lieut, Hall is

voncerning Aguinaldo’s attitude at that

time This Interview was at Hong-
kong on April § 1865,

When Aguinaldo was asked, so Lieut
Hall, who is now at the Brooklyn nay
yard, reported, what part he Intends
to take in the war which seemed {1
evitable between Spain and the United
States, he replied that he had made an
agreement with the Spanish govern
ment to leave the Philippines; that he
had received a promise of a sum
money for so doing, a part of which
money had been puid, and he did not
care to break his word or take any

part in the probable war between Spaln
and the United States $

“I never had any dealings with Emillo
Aguinaldo,” continued the admiral
“You see, I never even ealled him ‘gen.
eral’ You see now just where the mat
ter rests, I want you to nail this lie
hard, You can say as coming from

me that it Is absolutely false
PORTUGAL PREPARES TO PAY.

Indication that Dom Carlos Will Re-.
tain South African Possessions,

New York, Feb, 10.—A speeial to the
Herald from Washington says:

In anticipation of & verdict belng
rendered against her In the McMurd
claim, Portugal is collgcting the neces-

sary funds for the satisfaction of the
award, Bstatements to this effect are
being made in Portuguese newspapers
whitch have just been recelved by M
Ignacio Da Costa Duarte, charge d'af-
falres of Portugal here,

M. Da Costa Duarte pointed out that

this was an Indication of the (ntentlon
of his government to retain its South
Afriean possessions and besides, infor-
mation he hasg recelved from Lisbon
thows conclusively it is not the pur-
pose of Portugal to allenate any of her
territory., It Is expected by the Lis
bon authorities that the amount of the
award against thelr governwment will
be in the neighborhood of $4,000,000

It i understood that the award of
the arbitrations in the McMurdo claim
has been further delayed by n of
the action of British and Americar
claimants in  submitting additonal
facts and arguments to the Swiss arbl-
trators.

The McMurdo clalm arlses from the
confiscation of the Delaga Bay rallroad
running from Lourenzo Marques to
Pretoria, In South Africa, by the Portu-
Kuese government.
built by the late Col. Edward McMurdo

Industries Still Ahead.

New York, Feb, 8~R. C, Dun & Co.'s
Weekly Review of Trade will say to.
morrow: “The industries are still sur-
passing in actual output the week of
any previous year. Their new business
i not correspondingly large, nor could
such orders be accepted by most Indus.
tries If offered, but enough are coming
to prevent stoppage of works or much
decline In prices

“Iit woolen goods new business of re.
markable volume sustains o marked
advance In prices, and in other lines of
Importance, a8 In machinery orders,
indicate a surprising forelgn demand

“Megnwhile, though encouraged
the abundance and ease of money
speculation does not in any direction
as yvet go without check far enough
to do mischief, There is much of the

ren

cantion than {8 usually shown after a

year of exceptional prosperity, Per.

haps the war in Africa, with iis possi-

bilitles of dally surprize s in that re.
ond "
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THE SALARY OF
POSTAL GLERKS.

Effort to be Made to Get Their
Compensation Increased,

LARGE LOBBY MAINTAINED.

Resiguations and Deaths (o Present
HouseTen Seats Thus Vacated
~WPlaces Hurd o ¥11L

Bpeclal Co pondence,
Washingt Feb, 6—A v strong
eff will be made at the present sese
{ Cor 10 pi bills which
il wnd Increase the gaiaries
‘ vay postal clerks, letter carriers
1 ) in var is frst and second
1 throughout the coun-
try. There has been a pressure for
l Kind of leglslation for 4 dozen
years or more, and bills have been ine
I Gt every Congress, but as is
1eal Increase in the appro-
priations on account of the salaries,
o would be much higher than here-
1! bills have never found

It is understood that & cone
will be maintained by

the organizaution of the different clerks
for the purg ¢ of urging legislation
d g the present segsion, and several
eading members of the Congress seem
to think thore I8 a possibiilty that the
bill will go through It 15 sald that
there are about Jo,000 men who will be
iffected by U legisiation If it 18
pasged, ) { the principal objections
mude | me members of the House

t {ing the wal in which this
legisiation 18 being urged, the ground
being Kenn that the government eme
ployes shou not band together for
the purpose of bringing aboGt an ihe
crease of their salaries It 18 the alm

every man who gels 4 government
place 1o get a higher salary elther by
promotion " throughn leglslation,
Where one scl falls another 18
tried Ti is n AW aginst organ.
jzation of the clerks for the purpose
of forwarding their legisintion, but
from suggestions that have béen drops-
ped It would seem that as much harm
a8 good will be brought about if lob-
[ malntained for the purpose of

tion and looking 0

snlaries,

! WORISIE

v".hulh\’!l\.n' of thelr
CHANGES IN THE HOUSE,

As early as it is in the life of the
Fifty-sixth Congress, ten of the men
elected to hold seats in the present

House of Representatives have either
fallen vietlms to death or tendered
thelr resignations, Of those who re-
signed, ex-Speaker Heed i8 the most
frominent, while Warren B, Hooker of
New York was another prominent
member who voluntarily severed his
connection with the national House,
Ihe third man who resigned was John
W, Bfmith, who gave up his congres.
slonal office to accept the governorship
f Maryland, to which he was elected
ast fall, Successors have been chosen
to Reed and Hooker, Amos L, Alien
succeeding the former, while E, B.
Vreeland fills the chair formerly bes
longing to the distinguished New York.
er The third seat will remain vacant
intil there has been a special election
held for filllng that place Among the
dead Nelson Dingley stands out most
pnrominently, inflicting the greatest loss
ipon the State of Maine, which will

we ite last famous man in the
through the retirement of Bou-
dehard P Bland of Missourd
a distinguished figure in the

H ' { became well known a8 a
st ifast supporter of silyver and the
llar which bore his name Others

ho have died are Greene of Nebraska,
Raird of Louisiana, Danford of Ohio,
rmentrout of Penngylvania and Sets
of Kentucky, but each has been sucs

eded by a4 new man. In place of these

lecoased members we now have such
men In the Hous as Littlefleld of
Maine, Neville of Nebraska, Ransdell
f Louislana, Shackleford of Missoun,
G of Onlo, Greene of Pennsylvania
nd Gayle of Xentucky Several of
these men bid falr to make names for

themselves when they have once learns
od the ropes, and, while there will nevs
or again be another Reed or anothee

Dingley, there 18 no reason why some

{ these 1 men should not come bes
tore the publlc after a term of probas
tion in the Hous

HIS PENSION REQUEST,

We sometimes hear of men talking
in a manner that indicates a large
strain of foreign blood, but we seldom
find ome of the men writing In that
same way. Put here |s & letter received

by Senator Teller from a pension appll.

nt., which proves that & man can
write a8 well as speak broken English
with a German accent, The letter is

gigned by & man whose name (ndicates
German birth, It 18 follows:

H Mr., Teller--Mine frens say for
me rite you bout mine penshun., 1 ba
jong time and it no come, 1 be old man
1=¢ I8 old num.
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The rallroad was |

by l

speculative spirit abfoad, but also more |

cant work much, Mine«
het Mine company I Company §
Misgory infanry, I was in 1861 ti] 1864,
Will vou please ask what I8 matter,
Your Fren,

e e, @1 yRATS,

UNCONVENTIONAL REMARKS,
A fad for making unconventional re.

marks has reabhed Washington this
winter, and its devolees seem [0 8-
sume that In saying something recke

« or shocking they are giving theme.
o8 an alr of most captivating dia-
and their eflorts are most amus.
ing If not altogether fascinating, At a
finner the other evening I heard a
prominent soclety woman asked if she
vere going to see  a certain highly
niced play later, and when she sald
No" the questioner smilingly Inquired,
Too bad?” “Oh, dear, no!" she eXe
claimad, “I have no principles!”
On another occasion recently I saw
two young matrons presented to each
ther and heard one inquire of the othe
er. “How many little beasts have yout™
sasmmammate Bl
Anti-Trust Delegates Coming.

Chicago, Feb, 10.—The advance guard
of the delegutes to the National Antle
Trust conference, which will convene In
this city Monday morning, began arfvs
neg today. Chalrman M. L. Lockwood
gald today that acceptances had been

ived from more than 1,000 invited
guests to attend the conference and
that the governors of nearly svery

State in the Union had appointed deles
gates. Arkapsas {8 expected to send
targest delegation from the South
and Caltfornia from the West. Chair-
in Lockwood will preside over the
nference untll a permanent chalrman
i« chosen in his place. It wan gald last
evening that probably the conferencs
would be extended to Thursday.




