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ticular subject this afternoon.

The rise of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints and its history up to (his
day are viviily portrayed in my memory. 1
referred to that subject this morping, and to
the peraegitiu_n Wwe a5 a people have received.
and the persecuting the Prophet Joseph Smith
unte death. I have also in my mind the con-
dition «f the Christian world, as well as the

revealed religion of the Savior; alse the Jew-
ish as the forerunner of theChristian religion,

This m rning I referred to the intelligence
we have, and the position of th» world. The
people want to know a great deal—they want
to know all, but it cannot a'l be learned in one
day, nor in a short period of time, We ex-
pect te learn to all eternity. 4

This p ople ate an object of derision and
astonishment to our Christian neighbore, ard
to the whole world an ohject of reflection and
serious thought.  Almost every man occupy-
ing a public position in the political, religious
o heathen world wishes to possess g:Ir‘gat in-
fluence and to extend his power. ere is
eily ene way to obtain power and influence
in the kingdom of God, and only one way to
ebtain foreknowledge, and that is to so live
that that influence will come from our Crea-
tur, enlightening the mind and revealing things
that are past, present and future pertaining to
the earth and i's inbabitants, and to the deal-
ings of God with the children of men; in short,
there in no source of true infermation outsie
of the Spirit of revelation; it maketh mauif: st
all thipgs, and revealeth the dispositious of
communities and of individuals. By possess-
ing this Spirit mankind can obtain power that
is durable, beneficial, and that will resultina
higher state of knowledgze, of honor am:d of
glory. This can be obiained only by strietly
marking the path of truth, and walking faith-
fully tberein.

We are objectionablo to our neighbors. We
have a warfare. Asthe Apostie says, “For
we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
agiinst principalities and against powers,
against the rulers of the darkmness of this
world, against spiritu:l wickedness in high
places 7 This warfare commences within ns.

The spirits that live in these tabernacles
were as pure as the heavens, when they en-
tered them. They came to tabernacles that
are contaminated, pertaining to the flech, b
the fall of man. ' The Psalmisisays, “Behold,
I was shapen in iniquity, aud in sin did my
mother conceive me.”” This Scripture has es-
tablished in the minds of some the doctrine of
total depravity—that it is in possible for them
to have one good thought, that they are alto-

gether sinful, that there is po good, no sound- |

ness and no spiritual heaith in them. Thisis
no* correct, yet we have a warfare within us,
We have to centend against evil passions, or
the seeds of iniquity that are sown in the
flesh through the fall. The pure 8§pirits that
oceupy these tabernacles are operated upop
and it is the right of Him that sent them into
these tabernaclss te holdthe preeminence, and
to always give the Sp rit of truth to influence
the spirits of men, that it may trizmph and
reign predominantly in our tabernacles the
God and Lord of every motion, We rot enly
have this warfare continually, day by day,
within ourselves, but we also have an outside
influence or pressure to resist. Both the re-
lizious and the political world have influences
to contend against that very much resemble
each other; they are more or less exercised,
governed and controled by surrounding influen-
ces. We, Latter-day Saints, have an iufluence
of this kind to contend against. |
The inquirybas often been made of us in the
course of our history, why we do not eontra-
dict such and such statements,** Why doyou not
confute this or that?”’ “Why do you not en«
lighten the people in 1egard to certain state-
ments which are urged against yon, and dis-
abuse the public mind?”?  Our position at the
present day is far superior to what it was
sixteen, twealy and thirly years ago. Six-
teen years ago we were on the inhospitable
prairies, and in an Indian country. WFive hun-
dred of our able.bodied men had been taken
from us by the call of the government, and
went to fight the batiles of their couatry.
There are women and children sitting here to-
day,whose husbands sops and fathers went on
that campaign to prove to our goverament that
wo were loyal, who became widows and er-
hans in consequence of that requisition.
‘Pl'hou noble men left their wives and children
and their aged fathers and m«thers houseless
and without protection upon the wild prairies
and surrounded by savages, exposed to all the
rigers and changes of the weather, to heat
and cpid, to raius and sterms without protec-

I do not wish to canﬁnr.m]rﬂlf to any par- | boots and shoes to our feet? No.
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{ them comfortable a s ngle day.

.

tors, until many sank under it and left their
lifeless remaios to he laid beneath the prairie
sod. When this call was made upon us, to
'put to the test our loyalty, we had traveled
from Nauveoo and were resting in the western
part of Potowatamie county, fowa. Had we
A few had,
but the majority of the people bad not. Had
our wives clothing to last them five years?
No. Had our child en clothing to last them
that length of time? Neo. The great majority of
the people had not clothing nor shoes to make
We were ob-
liged to leave our Rrop&rtj bebind us, with the
lame ard blind and feeble who were pounced
HEEH while we were 2bsent to find them a safe
abiding place.

Tuip 18 the out-ide pressure. It forced us
from Ohio te Misscuri, from Missouri to Illi-
nois, and from Illineis into the wilderness.
We were accused of disloyalty, a‘isnation,
and apostacy from the Constitution of our
country. We were accused of being seces-
sionists. I am, so help me God, and ever
expect to be a seceselonist from their wiek-
edness, unrighteousness, dichonesty and nn-
hallowed principles in a religious point of
view; bul am I or this people secessionists
with regard to the glorious Constifution of
our country? No. ere we pécessienists
when we so promptly responded to the call of
the Generar Government, when we were
houseless and friendless on the wild prairies
of Potawatamie? I think not. We there
told the brethren to enlisf, and they obeyed
without a murmur.

With regard to our goeing into Ihe wilder-
ness, and our there being called upon to turn
out five hundred able-bodied men to go to
Mexico, we had then seem every religious
and peliticalright trampled under fo 't by mo-
bocrate; there were none left Lo defend our
rights; we were driven from every right
which freemen ought to possess. Ia forming
that battalion of five hundred men, br. Kim-
ball and myse f rode day and night, unti] we
had raised the full number of men the govern-
| ment called for. Captain Allen said to me,
using his own worde, ““1 have fallen in Jove
with your people, I love tlhiemm as I never
loved a people before.”” He was a friend to
the uttermost. ‘When he had marched that
Mormon battalion as far as Fort Leaven-
worth, he was thrown upon a sick bed where,
I then believed and do now, he was nursed,
taken care of,and doctored to the silent tomb,
and the battalion went on with God for their
Friend. _

That battalion took up their line of mareh
from Fort Leavenworth by way of Santa Fe,
and over a desert and dreary route, and plant-
ed themselves in the Jower part of California,
to the joy of all the officers and men that were
loyal. At the time of their arrival, General
Kearney was in a straitened position, and
Col. P, 8t. George Cook promptly marched
'the battalion to his relief, and said to him,
“We have the bo' s here now that ean put all
things righ'.” The boys in that battalion
performed their duty faitbfully. 1 never
think of that little company of men without
the next thought’s being, “God bless th m for
ever and For ever.” * All this we did to prove
to the government that we were loyal. Pre-
vious to this, when we left Nauvoo, we knew

i

, | that they were going to call upon us, and we

were prepared for it in our faith and in our
feelings. I knew then as well as [ do now
that the governw ent would cail for a batta'ion
of men out of that part of I-rael, to test our
loyalty to the government. Thomas H. Ben-
ton, if I have been rightly informed, obtained
the requisition to call for that battalion, and, .
in case of non-compliance with that requisi-
tion, to call on the militia of Missouri and
Iowa, and other Stales,if necessary, and to
call volunteers from Illinois, from which
State we had bieen driven, to destroy the camp
of Israel. This same Mr, Benton said to the
President of the Uai'ed States, in the presence
of some other persons, ““Sir, they are a pesti-
lential race, and ought {o become extinet.”

[ will again urge upon this people to so live
that they will have the knowlrdge they de-
sire, as we bave knowledge not of all, but
only of that which is necessa Have we
not shown to the world that wd love the con-
stitntion of our country and its institutions
better than: do those who have been and are
now distiacting the nation? You cannot find
a community, placed under the circumstances
that we were, that would have done a8 we did
on the occasion of furnighing the Mormon
Battalion, after our leading men had been
slain and we had been compelled to jeave cur
farms, gardens, homes and firesides, whive, at
the same time, the general government was
called upon in vain te put a step to such a
series of abuve against an innocemnt people.
The people said, “Give us redress for our
| wrongs.”’ 4

|

‘of hearing;can’t hear a single word yousay.~

““Mr. President,Mr. Senator, Messrs. every-
ybody else, can you hear the cries of the
widow and fatherless?”

| wise.

fi2bt them, and you pave the way for the des-

Governmen': “I) d yousay nnytﬁing? Hard |
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Government: “Did you speak? Can’t hear

vou geutiemen; mark what { say, I can’t hiear

:Ju‘??

3 After a'l this,to prove our loyalty to the con-
stitution and not to their infernal meanness,
we welt to fizht the battles of a free country
to give it power and influence, and to extend
eur bappy institutions in other parts of this
widely extended republic. In this way we
have proved our loyalty. We have done
everything that has been required of us. Can
there anything reasonable and constitulional
 be asked that we would not perform? No.
But if the government of the United States
United States should now ask for a battalion
of men to fight in the present battle-fizlds of
the nation, while there is a camp of soldiers
from abroad located within the corporate
limits of this city, I would not ask one man to
go; I would see them in hell first. What was
the result a ycar apo, when eur then Gover-
nor, and I thank God for such a Governor as
we had a year agoe, calied for men to go and
guard the mail route? Were they promptly on
hand? Yes; and when President Lincoln
wrote e me requesting me to fit out one bun- |
dred men to guard the mail route, we at once
enlisted the one bundred men for ninety days.
On Munfi%y evening I received the insfruction,
and on Wednesday afternoon that hundred
men were mustered into service and eucamped
ready for moying. But all this does not prove
any foya]ty to political tyrants. We guirded
the mail route,

They do not know what we know with re-
gard to guarding this route, and they will find
that out by and by. We do not nee! any sol-
diers Dere from any other States or Territo-
ries to perform that service, neither doeg the
‘government, as thry wou'd know if they were
I will, comparatively” speaking, take
one plug of tobacco, a shirt and three cents’

——— e ]

ernment bad always been so wisely adminis-
tercd as to bind the best feelings of the people
together, and to create and still coutinue to
create 2 union instead ef alienation. The
affections of the masses of American ci‘izens
North and South, and in the North and in the
South, are alienated from each other, and
they are divided. We would it could be
otherwise, but thisis the result of the azts
of leading politicians of our nation. When
the people’s affections are interwoven with a
Republican government administered in all its
purity, if the administrators act not in virtue
and truth it is but natural that the people be-
come disaff. cted with mal-administration, and
divide and subdivide into parties, until the
body po itic is shivered to pieces. There is
no other platform that any government can
stand upon and endure, bat the platform of
trath and virtue,

What can we do? © We can serve God, and
mind our own business; keep our powder dry,
and be prepared for every emergency to which
we may be exposed, and sustain the civil law
to which we are subject. We have an adju-
dicator of the law in this Judicial District
who hag been here some eight or ten years.
Has he found any difficalty or troub'e in the
performance of his official acts in this Dis-
trict, which we may say is the brain, the
lunge, the vitals of the whole Territory?
Has he met with any difficulty in administer-
ing the civil law here? He has not, except in
the case where tyrants have sought to inte--
rupt the even course and administration of it,
Those who aim to soar to power and fame by
taking such a course, pluck out the pinions of
their own wings, and rob themselves .f the
glory and power which they so earnestly
seek, |

We have our own aiffien'ties to enconnter
as a prople, arising from influences that can-

worth of paint, and save more life and binder
more Indian depredations than they can by
expending millions of dollars vested in an
army to fight and kill the Indians, _
clothe them a little and vou will save life

2
tructien of :he innocent. This will be foun
Lout after a while, but now it is not known ex-
ca% by comparatively a few.

¢ complain of the barbarity of the red
men for killing innocent wen, women and
children, especially for killing women and
children. They are to blame for this. Bat
remember that they are savages, and thatit is
an usage among them to kill the innocent for
acts of the guilty.

I will a~k every peraon who is acquainted
with the history of the colo~ization of the
continent of North and South America, if they
ever knew any colony of whites to got along
any better w.th their savage neighbors than
the inhabitants of Utah have done.  Talk
about making tfeaties with the Indians! Has
there been any one treaty with the Indians
fulfilled in good faith by the Government? If
there is one, I wish you wonld let me know.
But we call them savages, while at the same
time the whites too often do as badly as they
have dan», and worse, when diffsrence of in-
telligence and training are taken into account,
This has been so in almost every case of diffi-
culty with the red sk ns, Whensoldiers have
pounced vpon th se poor, ignorant, 'ow,; de-
graded, miserable creatures, mention a tiwe,
If you can, when they have spar:d their wo-
men and children. Theyhave indiseriminate-
IE massacreq the helpless, the blind, the old,
the infant and the mother,

I'am a human being, and I have the eare of
human beings. T wivh to s1ve life, and have
no ¢ sire to destroy life. If I had my wish, I
should entirely stop the shedding of human
blood. The people abroad do net genera ly
understand this, but they will. Like Paai,
they'do that they wou'd not do, and leave un-
done that they would do becanse of the sin
that reigns in their members. The natiens of
the werld mnay apply this same text to their
own case. They want to do something, bat
what to do rightly they do not find,

We have not onrly the man of sin to contend
with, but also the outside pressere.” Now
then, what should wesay concarning this peo-
ple? I will answer. There has never been a
time or circumstance since this Territory was
organized, but what the civil law has reigned
‘riumphantly in the hearts and acts of this
people. The outeide pressure now is that this
people, cslled Latter-day BSaints, are peces-
sionists in their feelings, and alien to theCon-
stitution and institutions of our country. This
ia entirely false. There is pot anotlier people
upon the face of the earth that cenld have

|

loyal to our brethren as we have been and are.

ey might be displeased with some of the

of the Governmen®,

This people are filled with patience and
long suffering, clinging to the institutions be-
queathed to us by our fathers as closely and
as tenaciously as ever babe clung to the Ma-

Feed and/ us

borne what we have, and still remained 2s!

#acts of the administrators of the law, but not
with the Constitutional laws and institutions

not be fully comprehended by those who are
not of us and are not living with us. As for
cflering refutations to charges made against

» It would be impossible to keep pace with
the theusands of freshly invented falsehoods
that the powe 8 spiritual and the powers teme
poral would produce to feed the credulity of
the ignorant massrs, Bunyan says thatif re.
quires a legion of devils to wateh one Cliris-
tian; it would require a legien of refutations
to keep pace with one infernal liar, therefore
we say, ‘‘lie ony falsily every thing you want
to falsify, and say what you pleases there i3 a
God in Isreal; and if you have not yet learned
it you will learn it.”

Some of my friends and brethren have lately
thought that there is an influence being got
up azainst us. I would not give the ashes of
a rye straw for any influence that our officials
here, who are operating against this p ople,
have in Washington. If their true characters
were only known there, thetr influence would
be devoid of weight in the mind of any right
thinking man. Iamin no way concerned
atout what they ean do against us. I wish
one course to be pursued by this people, and
all the rest will be right, If they will walk
faithfully in the path of their duty, in upright.
ness befere God, clinging fo right, ard so
conducting themselves that no ie{ug in the
heavens, on the earth, under the earth, or in
bell, can say in truth that they are guilty of
an unjust or wicked action enmmltteg know-
ingly, all will be right. God rules in the
Leavens, and he does his pleagsure among the
inhabitants of the earth, he causes victory to
areh here, and defeat and Jisgrace there, as

e will, and contending armies know not the
cause of their vielory or of their defeat. It is
God who rules, _ '

We are in the midst of these mountair s, and
we have good and salutary laws to govern us.
We bhave our Constitutional laws aund our
Territorial laws; we are subject to these laws,
and always expect to be, for we love to be.
it there is any manamoug us who has violated
any constitutional law, try the law upen Lim,
and let us see whether thereis any virtue in it,
before we try the strong arm of despotism and
tyranny. 1stand for Constitutional faw, and
if any transgress, let them be tried by it, aud,
if guilty, suffer its penalty.

n 1857 it is estimated that e'even thousand
tm?a were ordered here; some seven thou-
sand started for this place, with several thou-
sand hangers on. They came into this Terri-
tory when a company of emigranis were
traveli g on thie south route to California,
Nearly all of that company were des royed by
tte Indians. © That unfortunate affair has
been laid to the charge of the whites. A cer-
tain judge that was then in this Territcry
wanted the whole army to accompany him to
Iron county to try the whites for the murder
of th«t company of emigrants. I told Gov.
Cumming that if he would take an unpreju-
diced judge into the district wherethat horrid
affair vecurred, I would pledge myself that
every man in the regions round about should
be forthcoming when called for, to be con-
demned or acquitted as an impartial, uspre-
Judiced judge and jury should decide; and I
pledged bim that the court should be pro-

|

ternal breast, and we would that the Gor-

LT

tected from any violence or hindrance in the
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