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of one gun, spckes shot out of the
wheel, and yet no one hurt. Young
T.ever had a bullet burn him across the
stomach and left 1ts mark, then struck
a spoke. He has sent it home.

A1l of the boys have interesting
stories to tell of thelr experiences and
some of them had very narrow escapes.
I went all over the ground a few days
since and it the Americans had had the
barricades that the Spanish had they
wotrld have stayed there forever with
o more oppositlon thany they had.
They had sacks filled with sand and
dirt, six to eight feet high and from two
wo fifteen feet thick; but when the big
guns got to working, it made them
shaky, as they can't stand shells burat-
ing all around them, and some of the
boys Baw some terrible sights on their
way in town. There was a loss of about
forty killed of the Americans and the
lowest estimate on the Spanlsh side is
from two to three hundred kiled and
seven hundred wounded. The Spanish
are 1n what i8 known as the old eity,
which is surrounded by a large, thiek
wall, well fortifled with a large eanal
each side of {t. They have thelr free-
dom !p 'the city but nobody 8 allowed
to carry arms except Unfited States sol-
diers. Some of the Spanish are quite
epmversant and try to talk with us
when they get the chance, but most of
them have very little to say. They evi-
dently don't care a great deal for us.
They are not very large men, elther.
One of the boys visited the Spanish
hospital a few days since, and a soldler
with both legs and ome arm off told
him: “Boom, boom, Americano,”
meaning American big guns. Every-
body respects the Ttah battery for
their fizhting quaiities, which were the
best of all

Sept. 6.—The mall leaves tomaorrow,
a0 1 will have to close for the present.
There 13 very little difference in the
routine of Hfe here at present and It
is beglnning to get monotonous, but we
cannot tell what may happen any day
or wuntil a settlement Is made with
&pain, and then the insurgenits may
show their hand.

We are faring much better here than
since we left home. Plenty of whaole-
some food and well-cooked. OCur ofMcers
are Iliked and they are clvil, but dis-
clpline Js strict, and everybody !s sat-
isfled.

Sunday night a M, I. A, meeting das
organized and <CTaptain Young took
part as a member. We wlill have meet-
ings Sunday evenings from this on.

1 send three pleces of peari shells
that are used in this country for window
glass, it 1s 1n most of the houses and s
about three Inches square. These pieces
1 picked up in the house by the trenches
where the tboys stood such heavy fire.
It js impossible to find a space a foot
square that i3 not riddled with builet
or shell holes. The weather has been
very good since we arrived. only an
oceasional raln, but very 'warm. My
health stil) continues good and I am as
earefut ag possible.

Remember me to all friends who en-
quire, and let me know the news when
you write. Thiz letter wlill have to do
for all 1hlsrtljm? and I will ‘I‘i-rl-teumore
next week. Hoping you are all well.

Your sons. D. J. DAVIS.

FROM BOUTH ALABAMA,
Sister Martha J. Bradley, writing
from Lapine, Ala., September 23rd,
states that she and her busband have
~ ambraced the Gospel and feel happy
in the knowledge that they have found
the truth. They are thankful to the
Providence that led the Elders to their
door and for the light they have seen
in the Gospel
Bradford, Ark., Sept. 27, 1898.
At the early age of 18 was called to
fill & miasion in what was then the In-
dlan Terrltory mlssion but is now the

BSouthwestern States mlesion. I wes
called from the La Belle ward in the
Bingham Stake of Zion, state of Idaho.
When I recelved my call I regretted
my inabllity, but realizing I had been
called of God and knowing He was
able to assist me, I prepared to go. At
the time appointed for me to leave Salt
Lake City I was on hand and accord-
ingly Jeft Salt Lake City on October

23, 1897. After the train started I
learned that there were ten other
Elders on the same train. We had
a pleasant trip, sweeplng over the

country from there to St. Johns, Kas.

At St. John, I and three others of
the Eiders, were assigned to labor In
the East Arkansas conference, with
Elder John H. Peterson as conference
president; so four nights after leaving
Salt Lake we left St. John for Brad-
tord, Ark., arriving there two nlghts
later.

Elder D. M, Nelson of Woods Crosa
and myself were assigned to labor in
Woodruff county, Ark, On the 4th of
November, 1897, we arrived in our field
of labor and commenced canvassing the
ecountry, distributing traects at every
house where the people would acecept
them. We also held meetlngs in all
publtic places where we were permitted
to do so. Maost of the people are poor;
vet we have found tHem hospitable
and kind. Most all of the people are
renters, the land being owned by land-
owners who often possess thousands
of acres.

Woodruff county is a kw bottom
country, on White river and covered
wlith lots of timber, such as oak, hick-
ory, cypress. ete. Part of the country
overflows from excesslve rajnfall. It
s very level and abparently quite fer-
tile. The prinelpal ¢rop here I8 corn
und c¢otton which are ralsed on small
patches of land cleared off and pre-
pared for this purpose. We labored
here for two months until winter raln

=et in: then we could not
get - around afoot. I was as-
slgned to labor in Cleburne

county with Elder 8. O. Rush of Utah.
I tound a great contrast between Wood-
ruff and Cleburne counties, as In the
latter and In fact most all of the upper
counties the people generally own thelr
own farms, but the country s very
rough and broken composed of undulat-
ing hilis over which such timber as pine,
cedar, pak, hickory, gum, ete., grow in
abundance, which is used for firewood
and building purposes. I labored here
until our conference convened on May
18th, 19th and 20th, 1898, and was held
at Bradford where the good Spirit was
made manlfest abundantly., At Brad-
ford where the first church house of the
Latter-day Saints was built In this
state thls =spring, there are a few
Saints and a Bunday school organized.
Aftter our spirftual refreshment I was
assigned to labor in Independence
county, Arv.. with Flder George E.
Wlikins of Provo, Utah as my compan-
jon. Although we were the youngest
Elders In the conference (Elder Wilkina
being 21 and I 19 Years old) we were
full of the spirit of our mission and
wentt to work In earnest. Before long
we were permitted to see the fruits of
our labors. .
After finishing the western part of
this coumtry, we wWere asslgned to la-
bor In Izard county, the same alate.
Here we have found many friends.

I have been in the misslonary fleld
nearly a year and have seen the powers
of God made manifest in various ways,
by the heallng of the sick through the
Iaving on of hands, by His power of pro-
vectlon from harm and sickness, and al-
though the enemy of truth is not asleep,
our hopes for the cause of truth In this
pectjon, rest on a sure foundation.

LEONDES L. CLIFFORD,

FALL PLOWING.

There are many excellent reasons
why the Utah farmer should prefer to
have as much as possible of his plow-
ing done In the fall and early winter.
That he may get an early start in the
spring 18 perhaps one of the least of
the many henefits he derives from this
practice. Yet this reascn alone is no
small advantage, as it w©ften enables
the farmer to be forehanded with his
work during the whole season, glving
him time to do his planting less hur-
riedly, and in a proper manner, insur-
Ing more satisfactory returns when the
harvest time comes.

Fall plowing, especially if the land
[s left very rough by the plough, en-
hances the fertility of the soll, through
the action of the frost and snows Ibp
T'berating the nutritive elemewts of
the s0ll and making the fertility more
avallable for the future crops to ab-
sorb. Lamd.that has been exposed to
the elements—to alternate freezing and
thawing—during the winter, makes the
best possible seed bed If fined and lev-
eled by a good harrowing commenced
as early as the ocondiion of the s=oil
will permlt, and contlnued at frequent
intervals till planting time.

But undouhtedly the moat urgent
reason why fall plowing should be the
almost universal rule In Ttah and in
fact throughout all the arid West, is
the mecessity of saving or comserving
moiature for the future crops. Land
that §s plowed deeply in the autumn,
and subsoiled to the depth of 15 or 20
inches where conditions warrant 1t, will
absorh nearly all the rain and snows
of winter. If all our smow and rainfall
eould be retained in the sofl till needed
by the growing crops of the farm,
there is enough natural moisture to
mature many crops, and # much Irri-
gation a8 we now practlee would be
unnecessary. Fall plowed land should
be left rough and open through the
winter, that it may be exposed to the
mellowing infiuence of the elements,
and that it may absorb all the molsture
that falls upon it, forming a natural
reservoir just where needed during the
growing =eason. To retain this mois-
ture tlll called for by the growing
plants, the land should be fined and
leveled with the harrow as early in the
spring as the 8011 can be handled satis-
factorily, and if followed with frequent
harrowing till the crops are planted
and growing thriftily. The purpose of
this early and frequent shallow eulhi-
vatign with the harronw {s bo prevent
evaporation. Every farmer has noticed
how rapidly a warm south wind, so
prevalent in spring, will dry out the
soll, especially where 1t 1s unplowed
and uncultivated. Twenty-four hours
of this warm wind w|l) dry out severat
Inches of moisture unless prevented by
shallow cultivation. Drouth may be
circumvented by culbivation if started
early and continued frequently: the
moisture ocannot be retalned in any
other way. -

When spring plowlng must be done,
the better class ,of farmers do not per-
mit the newly turned soll to be long
exposed 10 the drying effects wf the sun
and winds, but cover it as quickly as
possible with a blanket, made with a

harrow. The harrow should follow the
plew withln three or foflir hours at
minsat,

An old farmer was nsked by a young
and less experianced tiller of the soll
how he could keep his farm from dry-
ing up. as his crops were perishing
with the drouth. *‘"Why,” he anawered,
“*‘eover it with a blanket.,” Astonished.
the young man asked how that ¢ould
be possible, and was informed that
leaves or straw or any half decomposed
litter would answer, but If his farm
was too big to cover in thls way he
might cover it with dust—"a& blanket
of dupt,” sald he, "|s nearly gs effeg.



