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REMARKS
v | By Eder E. T, Bénson, delivered fin thé Boiwery,
/ Great Salt Lake Cugy Aprit 7, 1867, .

[REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.]

I do not know that I have ever
seen a better time to preach the gospel
than the present, since I have been in
this Church. I have not come to this
Conference to preach, particularly, but

to hear and learn; yet as I have the|

privilege given me to speak, I am very
thankfulto bear my testimony to the
truth, as it has been revealed from the
heavens. I have had many reflections
since attending Conference, upon the
text given to the Elders of Israel to
preach from. It is before me all the
ime. It is a common custom with
gome fto criticise the remarks made by
the brethren while speaking. Some
will think a speaker has been interest-
ing; while others will consider that his
remarks were well enough, but without
point. I am happy tosay that the
‘‘point’’ is already made so far as I am
concerned. It is ‘“to be one;” inevery-
thing that pertains to the building up
of the Kingdom of God. And if we are
to believe what we have heard during
this Conference it is to be one in keep-
ing the Word of Wisdom, and in living
by every word that proceeds from the
mouth of the Almighty through His
servants. It is true that we have heard
this for years, and it will have to be
sounded in our ears until we are one in
Christ as He is one with the Father.
We have been taught during this
Conference to dispense with everything
in eating, drinking and wearing that is
not in aecordance with the will of God;
and I do not know what greater things
could be taught to the Latter-day
Saints. We all know that there are a
ﬁreat many things that we now eat,
rink and wear, with which we could
dispense to eur own advantage; but be-
cause one- has a thing, another must
have it too, and there is no peace until
all these wants are supplied.
Talking 'about happiness, I told a
- lady to-day at noon, that we, generally,
are very ignorant of it. 'We think that
a good bonnet, hat, a fine coat, a good
WY of tea, or a pipe of tobacco to smoke
will make us happy; but it is a mista-
ken notion. ' God never ordained such
things for that purpose. \We can be
happy only in keeping the command-
ments of God and in being wholly de-
voted to the the things of His Kingdom.
Some of our Flders think if they were
sent on a mission it would make them
happy; but I have been told that there
is no better field for missionary labor
than here in the mountains; and every
man here, bearing the Priesthood, has
ot & mission to preach the gospel at
ome, where his labors are most needed
and where he can do the most good.
At this Conference every presiding offi-
cer, Bishop, Elder, Priest, Teacher,
Deacon and member of the Chureh has
got a text to preach from in his future
ministrations; to bring this people to a
oneness in all things, is henceforth the
objeet: of ‘our labors. We. are already
united on many points; for instance,
we areone here to-day in partaking of
the Sacrament in remembrance of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. But
there are other things that require our
attention. Ve should be onein all our
movemeiiis, in sastaining ourselves.
This is a portion of the text.that has
been given to. us, and I fell that much
good will result from the counsel we
have had on this subject, and 1 intend
to lay hold of it with all my might.
And let us all endeavor by the help of
Glod, to leave off’ our tea, coffee, liquor
and other things that arve neither good
for the body nor for the belly. We can
overcome, for God will not require
more of us than we can do.. He has
borne with us these many years; but if I
can discern the signs of the times He is
now going torequire these thingsat our
hands. Supposing He had given the
Word of Wisdom as a command, how'
of us would bave been here? I
do not know; but be gave this without
command or restraint, observing that it
would be pleasing in his sight for His
people to obey its pre@eﬁtﬂ. Ought we
not to try to please our Heavenly Fath-
er, and to please His servants who are
aving the way for us into the King-
gﬂnm of God? Can we get there without
them? No, we cannof, and we need not
try. God has appointed these prophets
and apostles to lead and guide us inte
His Kingdom, and I do not expect to
get there without them, and I am not
going to tr¥. If I can get there with
them I shall be very thankful. How
many . blessings have you received in

'Pel and in the midst of my
‘This is the place I like to visit, and I

rtn be one:

—i

this kingdom without them? I do not

know of any. If we bave blegsings we

have received themthrough their coun-
§

sel and guidance. i gm
1 am thankful that we, tn-&)’, have

the privilege of olding the faces of
our brethren who have borne the bur-
den and heat of the day, and who are
still ready and willing to administer for
our benefit, I think that we above all
people ought to be willing to retrace our
steps in a great many things, that we

ma

an! not be cut short. I tell you the
kingdom is rolling; and as for the na-
tions of the earth, we need not be trou-
bled about them, the Lord and the devil
will take care of them. They are wast-
ing away, and they will go to their own
place, and Israel will be gathered out,
and the faithful will be saved in the
Kingdom of God. This is my testi-
mony, You need not have any doubts
or fears from this time forth; if you
are faithful and live fnur religion, you
are safe and you will land safe in the
Kingdom of God. I have no dubiety
on my mind with regard to these things,
and it is my study to know how to live
so that I may enjoy the Holy Ghost—
the Spirit of this gospel; and it cheers
and comforts my heart when I hear the
elders talking about the good things of
the Kingdom of Cod.

I have come nearly & hundred miles
through the mud and snow to visitand
hear the voices of my brethren and to
listen to their counsels. Not but what
we have some good folks where I live;
at any rate we havesome good preachers
among us occasionally, Only afew days
ago we had bro’s, Musser and Sten Liouse,
They preached good things to us, and
cheered and comforted our hearts. Some
of the brethren remarked to me that
“they J)reached splendidly and really
enjoyed the spirit of the gospel.” Baid
I, “of course they did; they are from
the fountain head, from the droppings
of the sanctuary,and, they possess the
spirit of our President and Prophet, and
of the Apostles with whom they asso-
ciate.” It is to be expected that men
who come from the head here will have
something new to tell te cheer the
hearts of those who live isolated and far
away. It proved to me, however, that
we in Cache possess a little of the spirit
enjoy€d here, or we should not have re-
ceived and been comforted by the teach-
ings of our brethren. And we have
come down to partake of the feeling and
to share in the blessings of this great
annual Conference, held by the Latter-
day Saints in the tops of the mountains,
in peace and with none to molest or to
make us afraid.

There is a little grumbling sometimes
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53, Vine Bt. LIVERPOOL,
February 11th, 1867, ..

HEBER C. and VILATE KIMBALL:
MY DEAR PARENTS:—From tﬂ’a head-

| ing of this letter you will readily per-

ceive that I am absent from my
al]])puinted field of labor, and perhaps
this may excite in your minds some
little wonder as to the whys and where-
fores of this wandering. My story will
be a long one, but I trust you will be
patient. |

During the latter part of December,
1866, I was proceeding through my con-
ference in the usual manner, fulfilling
written appointments in the various
branches. On one occasion, having
preached at a distant village, I was re-
turning, on foot, to a place of lodging
shower came on. I gave
my umbrella to some of the Saints who
were with me as a choir, and the conse-
gences of course was a rare soaking for
poor me. The night was well nigh
spent, and on reaching my temporary
place of abode, being wearied for
partaking of food or drink, I marched
up stairs, changed my clothing, replac-
ing a warm ‘fair of knit garments for a
miserable old pair of calico ones, which
had become wretchedly damp from the
surrounding walls. his act of indis-
cretion performed, I jumped into bed;
and what was my dismay the following
morning when prostrated by a most

of the lungs. - Br. N. Groesbeck, my co-
laborer, salleyed forth at an early hour,
and filled the remaining five appoint-
ments, while I remained to receive
necessary attention for the removal of
diseases. IExcellent treatment was be-
stowed upon me at the houge of an hon-
est and kind hearted family, by name
of Hanford. By judicious doctoring for
two or three days, all rhenmatism fled,
and its fervent grasp was of shorter du-
‘ration than we anticipated.

Feeling somewhat restless to reach
Nottingham, (after an illness of one
week,) I took train, and landed safely
at the conference house, where I was
snugly stowed away in my bedroom.
Here I lay forsome hours with no other
companion than a raging fever. Fina!]-iy
I was aroused by the melodioussqualls
of what appeared to be an infant in the
adjoining room; sure enough it proved
a New Year's gift for our landlady in

on the outside, a little showing of the
teeth; but no bitin% and no harm done,
The Saints are still living their religion,
persevering, going ahead, striving to do
the will of God, that they may eventu-
ally take the Kingdom. Not the king-
doms of this world, for we do not want
them. A great many men in the world"
are afraid that we are striving to take

their kingdonis.  'We are not ‘after the

kingdoms of the world; but it is the

Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of life

and peace that the Latter-day Saints are

after, and we expectto have it,

Short sermons are the order of the
day, and I do not wish to occupy the
time. I am thankful to my brethren
for the opportunity of bearing my testi-
mony to the truth. I have all the

reaching I can attend to when I am at
Enme, which is wherever I am called to
labor. I feel free and easy in talking
anywhere, where 1 am required so to
do. 1 feed free in the spirit of the gos-
brethren.

would spend all my time here if duty
did not eall me elsewhere, Here in the
mountains isour field of labor, and no-
where else, unless we are sent,: If we
receive'a mission to the various nations
of the earth, let us go and do the best
we can.. Until then, let us take a course
one in dollars and cents,
one in obtaining woolen, factories and
machinery, one. in keeping the, Word
of Wisdom and in everything else that
will tend to bring about good results
and inerease good feelings in the minds
of the Saints. Unless we keep the
commands of God we cannot attain
to this. It is no use for anybody
to say I shall be happy if I can have
everything to gratify my taste.” It is
perfect nonsense, and the individual
who entertains such a notion is deceiv-
ind himself. Nothing short of the
bread of life, that comes down from (God

‘out of Heaven, can supply the wants

the shape of a fine boy. This circum-
stance, unhappily threw me minusa

I'nuree, and I was left to battle as best T

could with a determined disease. . Four
long days elapsed ere help came, and
duaring the whole time I was solely de-
pending upon the tardfr movements of
a small and =illy girl, who brought
from time to time a dish of fat pork,
boiled potatoes, bowl of cold coffee, &c.,
to tempt my very obstinate appetite. -
Finally the news of my sickness
spread among the Saints, and two aged
women soon arrived atmy bedside with
no end of wonderful prescriptions. For
the want of wisdom in these good na-
tured ladies I was doomed to an illness
of one long month, Twenty-one suc-
cessive nights the perspiration dripped
from my body like rain, and I 'was
melting away under it, as the snow be-
fore a moon-day sun. ' You ask, did my
spirits faint? T did ‘ponder for some
moments upon the seemingly melan-
choly fate of Jesse Y. Cherry, but my
thoughts soon reverted to more pleasant
subjects; and indeed one momentary re-
flection upon the blessings predicted by
God’'s servants, and confirmed by my.
father and mother upon my head, ban-
ished all unpleasant imaginations,and I
would feel buoyed up on the wings of
faith that health and a happy greeting
with the loved ones at home, awaited

| myv unpleasant and trying afiliction,

~ _Br. Gibson came to my rescue on the
third week of my illness, and he cast
aside doctors, nurses and their medi-
cines, with prescriptions, &ec. I gay
‘“‘rescue,”” betause I was swimming for
life, and when he removed the barriers
that obstructed my progress toward the
shores of health n to make head-
way i'mmediateiy. ebility was now
the enemy to be conquered, after an
appetite could be obtained, When able

first of this mionth, brother John W.

racking rheumatism and inflammation |

to quit my room, which was on the

from Londony conveyegd
the fresh air in

e through

a light icgle, and the
“out’’ proved ¥ | 1. his
was repeated on the day following, and
I was so revived as to be able, on the 3d

linst., to attend two of our Nottingham

conference meetings, at which br. O.
Pratt and others of Zion’s Elders were
present, and a good time we had
throughout the whole Sabbath. Num-
bers who werenot of Saint-ish persua-
gsion called on me with fruits, wines,
“pnick-nacks,” and money. Great in-
terest was shown me, and the Lord, I
felt assured, had not fuafntten His pro-
mise that, ‘‘friends should be raise al.:ip
on the right hand and on the left to ad-
minister to my wants, &c.”” Many
were actuated by deep sympathy to acts
of benevolence,

Bro's. O. Pratt and John W. Young
thought it advisable for me to accom-
pany them to Liverpool, in order to re-
cuperate. And accordingly, on the 6th
inst. we took train from Nottingham for
Liverpool. The journey was rather fa-
tiguing for me, but the change proved
very beneﬁciaf, and I felt somewhat
stronger the next day. 1 am residing
at the house of br. Brigham Young,
junr., and the food which is prepared
three and four times a day seems the

roper medicine for me. Br.John W.
s my doctor, and a capital one he is.
We have a comfortably furnished room
on the second floor and all seems to go
off as smooth ‘‘us a marriage bell.”
Rister Young and little ones are quite
well.

With the exception of a slight ecough
and general weskness I am in a well
condition. I am gaining strength and
flesh in a marvelous manner. ‘‘Doctor”’
Young has provided me with bitters,
but I am so ravenous that he deems it
wisdom to debar meof this appetite cre-
ator, I am prospering admirably and
will soon reach the high standard of
perfect health, with God’s blessings.

February 13th. I will try and finish
my pamphlet this evening. The letters
of mother, E. R. Snow, Bis, Luey and
B:ll reached my address by due course
of mail; and they were perused with no
little satisfaction by Isaac and myself.
I am sincerely rejoiced to learn that
mother’s health is so excellent, and that
she is in sueh buoyant spirits. You
think I bave net written monthly, but
indeed, with the exception of last Janu-
ary, 1 have not failed in the promise
made some months ago, but have been
punctual. The last letter I wrote was
enclosed in br. Groesbeck’s to his wife.
The letter inclosing Marion’s and Bell's
pictures came safely to hand. I shall
take great pleasure in replying to sister
Snow’s very interesting favor at some
future period when time will permit;
and will likewise endeavor to make

ood my promise with sister Luey, who

ad expressed sentiments of high regard
for my welfare and prosperity.

Br. Edwin Walker and Robert N.
Russell spent the day with me on the
11th instant. Both were quite well, and
in first class spirits.

All seem anxiously awaiting the arri-
val of Pres. Young, junr,, in this coun-
try, as our destiny for the present year
apparently rests with him. None as
yet have [received changes or appoint-
ments. Iantici Eate an early release from
my labors in this land to return home,
and will, perhaps, set sail for America
sometime during the latter part of the
month of March or first of April.

Father, please advise me, in answer-
ing this letter, how you would have me
cross the plains. I do not care to cross
in the stage, but would far rather com-
mand the money and place it to good
account in the shape of a share in a
wagon and span of mules. Bros. B. Y.,
junr., and John W. talk of purchasing
a good wagon or two between them,
with the money or expenses which a
stage trip would cost.

Time after time 1 bave had pressing
invitations from the relatives of father

‘and mother, to pay them a visit at their

various homes, in the United States,
when I land in America. If it meets
your mind for me to call on these good
people, please make it known by the
time 1 reach the great metropolis of
America, and be kind enough to state
about the length of time you would
have me spend among them.

Br. John W. has just come in from 42,
Jslington, and he aays that Bishop Wm.
Smith is released from his labors in the
Manchester Conference to aceompany
me across the Atlantic, and that we are
to prepare to sail on the 27th inst. Br.
Smith, like myself, is an invalid, yet he

Young, who arrived the previous day |

is tolerably strong in body, not having
been bed-ridden for any length of time.




