M:. R. C. Kendall in a communication to
the Working Farmer in relation tothe Chiloan
breed of sheep, says:

~ Belonging to Chili, and outlying its Southern
coast, is the Island of Chiloe,, considerably
larger than our Long Island of New York, and
famous alike for its superior firewood, its
abundance of black beans,( Frijoles Negree,)its
semi- eternal rains, and a breed of sheep re-
markable for their abundant fleece, and the
extremely fine flavor of their flesh.

The dried mutton of Chiloe is much sought
after, always in dewand, and highly prized
along. the whole coast, from Valparaiso ‘o
Panama. It is al'ways tender, is more readily
cured than any other flesh, and whatever may
be the age or condition of the animal when
killed, is always entirely free from that
objectionable, sheepy flavor, characteristic of
mutton generally.

Whatever the origin of the Chiloan shee
may have been, it is certain th -t at the present
t'me, they have several distinctive features
that place them something beycnd a tenth
cousinship to any other race of sheep extant,
Tuey stand quite a third taller than the South
Down, have a form more nearly resembling
the Springbok of South Africa, than the ordi-
nary she-p, and utter the shrill, plaintive cr
of the gazelle, inst-ad of the fiat, imbecile
baa-—a—a, of their Continental cousins, The
fieece, at a year’s growth, attains the enor-
mous length of sixteen to twenty inches,
hanging oa either side of the animal when at
rest, in4 glossy fringe; or floating out like a
gossimer cloud, as the startled creature bounds
away with the fleetness almost of the flying
antelope. The qualily of the wool is certain-
ly not quite so fine as that of several of our
improved breeds, but the texture is very soft
and down-like, having nething of the harsh-
ness of our native wools, while the coloris a
ptre, brilliant white., The fleece does not
part along the spine, as in all other sheep,
whom tlie arrangement subjecis to almost
in>vilable death if exposed to a protracted,
cold rain-storm, but lies in a compact mass
alonz the back bone, shedding the w.ter as
effectually as the plumage of a water fowl;
and thus enabling the Chiloan sheep to wi h-
rtand, with imp nity, the long, cold rains of
the country, and the piercing south winds
that come down with their ice-chills from the
Antarctic Ocean.

The main subsistance of these sheep, is the
black bean before mentioned, which grows in
great abundance all over the island, quite as
regardless of the incessant rains as the animals
tbemselves. Failing, however, to procur: a
gupply of beans, the Chiloan sheep will,
nevertheless, manage to maintain bimself in
mr 8t excell nt condition, on forage that would
tax severely the endurance of chamois. We
tested that quality once, a go d many years
ego, when we drove the O!d Junior—*fat-
catcher,” down into the Gulf of Anadir after
Jolin Whnale. We took in sixteen Chilcan
wooly ladies ‘and gentlemen, as passengers,
when we got ’round the Horn, and every oue
of them took to ship’s fare—becans, peas,
mon'dy ship bread, and musty
infinitely less grum! ling than fore castle Jack
did. And they kept in most exceilent condi-
tion, too, with three splendid ewes, supplied
us gentlemen of the grarler deck with an
abundance of rich milk for our tea and coffue,
durinz our four months Arctic ¢ uising.

As none of our aniwals appeared to suffer
in che least from tle severity of {he weather,

[ am inclined to the opinion that our eclimate |

in the Northrn States would agree with them
perfectly; and, do.btles-, had the Island of
Chiloa been but a quarter as well known to
us ge~erally, as England is, we shoul, at the
piresent time, have the Chiloan sheep among
ns as common as our Souih Downs and
Cotswolds.
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Points of a Good Ox.—At the recant

State Agricultural gathering in Boston,Mass,, |

the foliowing rles for tes‘ing the merits of an
ox were elicited:—*“You should stand before
him and be sure he has a fine hazel eye, large
noatrile, broad at and above the eyes, rather
gl m horn', toes siraight out before him,
gtraight in the knees,bosom full,back straight
a'd wide at his hips. If you fi d these points,
gaid the speaker, yon need not ask of what
breed he is, but il you want one, buy him.
He said that he had found that a black-eyed
ox was not to be depended on, as he will kick
and be ugly, while a sh rt-headed ox will
gtart quick from the whip, but he will soon

forget it.”
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811t to Save Manure—A recent issue of
the Gardencrs’ Chronicle gives the following
a3 a preservative of the fertilizing elements of
manure:—¢"Dissolve some come common salt

in water, sprinkie the same over your manure |

haap, and the volatile parts of the ammonia
will become fixed salts, from their having
unit d with the muriztic acid of the common
g1lt will quickly absorb carbonic acid, form-
ing carbona‘e of sola; thus you will retain
with your manure the ammonia that would
o herwis> fly away, and you have also a new
a .d most important egent intred-ced, viz.,

the carbinate of soda, which is a powerful |-

golient of all vegetable fiber,””

meal, with |

THE DESERET NEWS.

Lime on Diseased Seed Potatoes.

James Wood, of Esgex, England, deseribes,
in the Gardeners® Chroniclz, the result of an

application of lime to diseasecd  potatoes, as
follows:

“They were very bad, about one part in
four being fit for food. I teok them up in
September, and divided them into three sorts,
viz—the few that were good I put by them-
selves; the bad | made two sorts—the small
and really rotton I threw into the hog-sty, he
rest of them I put into an out-hous~, and
sprink’ed some unslacked lime all over them,
letting themw lie unprotected until February,
the lime protecting thiem from frost.

I then planted what had any signs of life in
them, which consisted of about three sacks
The sorts planted were the Pink-eyed, Forty-
fold and Red Ashleaf. I am now raising
them (Ang. 1.,) and am happy to inform you
that 1 have not found one diseased among
them, and have taken up several rods; in fact,
th-y are the best crop I have had for years,

and if there was one sound p tato planted, it
was by accid nt.”

:

Coarse and Fine Wooled Sheep.

Senator Collamer, of Vermont, in a speech

p (on the Tariff and Wool Iuterest, in the United

States Senate; called attention to the fact
that England produces no fine weol,in the fol-
lowing language: ~“To this day England does
not raise a pound of wool out of which you
can make a yard of broadcloth such as any
gentleman in th's house wears. For a long
time all her fine wool has come. from abroad.
After Spain went into the business of digging
gold in South America, all her woo! was ex.
ported to England, there mannfactured, and
sent back to Spain to be sold, and theydig
go'ld to pay for it. The result has been that
while they have run down, England bas run
up.” 1In regard to the quality of mutton fr.m

erino sheep, he said:—“In Vermont, where
we have so many fine wooled sheep, our peo-
ple use littie or no mutton, though we have a
little lamb occasionally. I never saw any
mutton there that compared at all with Vir-
ginia mutton which I see here.”
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Points of a Work Horse.—The California

|

| wium work horse shall be between filteen and
| sixteen hands; quick, hvely ears; b oad ‘be-
tween the eyes; round barrel; short loins; well
| up in the shoulder; deep chested; square guar-
ters; flat legs; short between the knee and
|pautern, and hock and pastern; hind legs we |
junder him;s speed equal to eight miles an hour
on the road, and at least three miles at the
' plow; with sufficient blood to insure spirit
and endurance,—[ New Hampshire Journal of
Agriculture,
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Produetive Sheap.—The Granile Slate N.ws
tsays that the gross product of four sheep,

N.H., during the last three years has been
about sixty dollars. Allowing $2,50 as the
cost of keeping each sheep a year, and the
i net income will be about $30, a good profit on
$11, the originsl cost of the sheep. One of
these sheep reared six lambs in two years.
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SOUTHERN ITEMS.

The Kentucky provisional government have
passed an @ct taxing. brokers twenty-five
dollars per week, who charge a discount on
Tennessee and Southern money. |

Johnson, the rebel provisional governor of
the state, in a message tothe Legislature, rays
Le will gladly resign his pos tion when Gov,
Magoffin shall escape from his virtual im-
prisonment at Frankfort,

The Bowling Green Courier says that fi'-
steen thous:nd Kentuckians are in the rebel
army.

The Wheeling Convention had disposed of
the bouniary question. They include, in ad-
dition to the thirty-nine counties includ d by
the ordinance of the August convention, the
counties of Pocahon‘as, Greenbrier, Monroe,
Mercer, and DMcDowell, and also take in
Hampshlire, Morgan, Berk ey; Jeffers 'n, Pen-
dicton, and Frederic, on the condilion that a
majority of the votes cast at the district, and
a majority of the counties comprising it, ex-
' press themselves in favo' of ccm'nz in at the
| eloction to be held on a day appeinted ly the
| legisiature.
| The Cincinnali Faquirer’s Louisville corre-
| spondent anrounced on Deze. 14th ‘that Gen.
"Jnhnsun, with 15,000 Federal troops, on the
no:thern bank «f Green river, and Gen. Rous-
seau seven miles distant, prepar'ng to join
him - Another brigade, under Gen. MeCook,
is also moving to concentrate at Mumfords-
ville. Gen., Buckner, with 25,000 nen, was
covering all the hills two miles back from
Green river, and was preparing to prevent
troops from crossing theriver. Gen.Thomas’s
division, on the left wing, is bearing down
from the east to get in Buckner’srear, aud a
battle was daily expec ed. 19
It was rumored at Somerset that eight hun-
dred cavalry had surprised a portion of Col.

|

Agricultural Soc’ely requires that a first pre-

owned by Jawmes Piper, of Tuttonborough, |

Hazzard’s regiment and killed a few and cap-
tured some of Hazzard’s camp, fifteen m'les
from Columbia.

Gen. Tressevant has a long communicat on
in the Memphis Appeal, showing the insuffi-
ciency of the rebel defences at aud about
Memphis. He says tbat Columbus once lost
the Federals would have no trouble in march-
ing directly to Memphis, and that Memphis
is entirely defenseless and indefensible, Ile
calls upon every male citizen of the State to

enroll, and threatens all who do not witi
death.
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A Good Take Off.

The ominous purport of Secretary Seward’s
circular has turned the attention of several
patriots to the condition of harbor defenses on
'the lakes. A writer who has given the sub-
ject much attention, and appears to be fami-
liar with the n.ture and cond:tion of the
defensive works at different lake ports, com-
municates the following to a Cleveland paper:

Burravro.—This port is so near'y played
out that it is of very little consequence wheth-
er it is taken or not. The bullrushes growin
on the docks will afford an excellent conceal-
ment for masked batteri-s; however, in case
there are ar.y who feel sufficient interest in
the old town from ear'y assocfations to de-
fend it. The probabilities of bhostile ships
{ be ng shattere. on the breakwater is so great
'that Buffalo requires fed defenses other than
' those which were provided years o.0. Nearly
'ieverybudj' in Buffalo has turped auctioneer,

and the enemy could not hold the city two
|days before they would be sold out—knocked
down to the highest bidder. Then, too, the
ffatamy of Buffalo creek, where the coroner

'is en.aged, night and day, in hooking cut

coid, unpleasant bodies, would have an in-
{Ruence in keeping the foe at a distance., 1t
‘all the above means of defense are unavailing
Bufialo has a final resort. Let the city give
the enemy such a recep'ion as they treated
Lincoln to last spring, and they will getaway
as soon as possible and never come again.
Duxgink.—The principal defenses of Dun-

whisky. In case of extreme danger, Fred.
 Clement’s Zouaves, of Fredonia, would doub'-
less run dow», Their march from Fredonia
to Dunkitk would be greatly accelerated if
the encmy attack Fredonia first,

Erie,—The sanguinary ferocity with which
the Erieans once carried on a railroad war is
not forgotton, and will show all foes what
‘they are to expect, if they attempt to take
the city. They make things “rip” when
'they get agoing. The  United States
'steamer Michigan lies in the bay dur-
ing the winter, and being n.ade of iron would
'add great weight to the defense. Some of 1he«
Michigan’s othicers play a very good hand at
“Duteh Rounce,”’ which would be rendered
‘avaiable in a hand-to-hand conflict, Perry’s
flag-ship Lawrence is sunk in Erie harbor,
and there are such unpleasant associations in
'the British mind conrected with the ship, it
would be no wondér if the rotten and water-
logged relic of the battle of Lake Erie
would be suflicient in itself to keep a British
fleet from round ng the peninsula.

Fairrorr.—A formidable sand bar across
the mou h of Grand River will effectually pre-
vent the entr ‘nce of hostile vessels—or any
thing else. If the enemy take Fairport, they
will have to visit Painesville to do it, for
nearly
| thﬁ former place haie been moved to Paines-
vill=,

MirwaAvkEE.— This

port is defended by

editorial guns of small caliber, ‘en barbette.’
It has a'so an outer line of defense extendir

to Grand Haven, Michigan, which line all
vessels ajproaching from the northward a'e
forbidden to eross, on pain of being ‘blown
up’ by the guns aforesaid. It is also defended

by an institution called an academy of musie,

to which the people would be sure to invite
the enemy immediately upon his arrival. His
only escape from such an afiliction wil: be to
keep away. But the princ paldefense of Mil-
waukee is Boo'h.
tempt to take it, they would have to take
him with it—a thing no cizil zed enemy would
consent to do. Milwaukee, therefore, may be

i

' regarded as crmyaratively safe.
ciNE.—Should the enemy attempt totake
this port, he will have to land in skiffs or flat-
boats above and b low the harbor, which no
navigator but a flat would be fool evough to
attempt to enter. The salely of ihe place
consists chiefly in the fact that it is the 1ezi-
dence of several lllinois wildeat bankers.—
Should the en«my take it, they will find that
the chief luxury done wiil be that which it
has ‘dun’.m.’ ‘

Kenosia.— Defended mainly by natu-al
earthwo ks, which it is safe to say no vessel
drawing more than six feet of wa er,canb
any possibility get over.

CHicaco.—Should the enemy
“ish enough to make a ‘charge’ u
' he will undoubtediy be arrested and brought
for trial before the common c:uncil, and as
'the proceedings will last till the war is over,
there will be no danger of the ‘charge’ bLeing
sustaiced. :

Caruvmer.—The only port on Lake Michi-
gan which can not be defended.

Inrelation to the ports on th~ oth’r eide
of th= lake, their chienﬂﬂy consists in the
fact th.t none of them are worth taking.

n Chicago,

kirk are the high price of board and poor)

all the buildings that once constituted |

three or £ ur daily paper:, mounting several,

!

Sho.ld the enemy at-|

ever be f-ol- |

lonly

|
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ABSTRACT

Of Meteorogical observations for the month of
December, 1861, at G. 8. L. City, Utch, by
W. W. Phelps.
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MONTHLY MEAN,

Thermometer in open air.
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Highest and lowest range of Barometer:

Max. 25.— Min. 25.—

Highest and lowest range of thermometer in
the open air: Max. 55 Min. 18°,

MONTHLY JOURNAL,
1st. Rainy day; wind south.
2d. Clear and warm.
3d. do
4th. Cloudy; wind south; rained at 4 p.m.
bth. Cloudy and cold,
Oth. A.M. clear; p.m. cloudy.
7th. Cloudy,
gtﬂ. Elnud}r and warm. :
th. Cloudy; windy and stormy at 1ight
10th. Clear. o " <" $ it
11th. do
12th. de
13tb., Hazy.
14th. Clear :nd warrm.
15th, pt0
16th, do
1ith. A.M. Clear; p m. cloudy.
18th. Clou'y.
19th. Slormy.
20th. . do
21st. Cloudy.
| 224, do
234, do
24th. do
20th. Gale at 8 a'm; clcudy.
26th, Partially clear.
27th, Cloudy.
23th, Partially clear,
20th. Cloudy and warm.
30th, do
31st. do

The Canadian Gunb_ﬂat Fleet,

“

This swarm of hornets, deftined in case of
war to play an important part in the con est,
consists of about 220 vessels, and is divided
into four classes. The first class, of which
the Flying Fish, one of the Prince of Wales's
squadron, was a specimen, is composed of
screw-steimecrs of 200 feet in length, and 350
horse power, and carry two 100-pound Arm-
8 rong pivot guns,and four 42-pound A me
strong broadside guns. The pivot guns are
placed one abaft the foremost and one be-
tween the finiels. These boals are very fast,
and draw about nine feet whben light. The
crew is 100 men.

The second class are 150 feet long, 200
borse power, carry four 68 pounders, and the
gre;w number 80 hands. The draft is about 7

eef, :

The third class are about 100 feet long, of
60 horse power engin¢s, armed with one 6S-
pou der pivot gun, an1 1wo brass 24-pounder
howitzers on the broadside. This class is by
far the most numerous of the flotilla, their
light draft, frcm 4 to 6 feet, enabling them to
steam into shallow creeks and inlefs, while
their formidable armament renjers them elfec-
tive aga nst the strongest forts. The whole
‘bulwarks are r-rnvidef with movable wrought
iron plates, rifle-proof, and 1e ching about
seven feet about the d. ck, so as to protect the
men from the enemy’s riflemen, in case of
having to force the passage of narrow rivers
defended by sharp-shooters.

The fourth class is also a useful flotilla for
very shallow stieams and close in-shore ser-
'vice, It comprises ves els of about 80 feet
long, the engines averaging 20 horse power,
each beat carrying two 32-pounder pivot g uns
amidships, the crew numbering thirly-six
bands, exclusive of officers. The draft of
water, with stores, ammunition, provisions,
r;m; guns on board, does not exceed 3!5 to 4

eet,

The whole flotilla is provided with h'gh-
| pressure locomeotive boilers, the place neces-
'sarily devoted tn the machinery rende ing this
 expedient abso'utely imperalive to economize
the limited area. Yet, small as the horse-
power appears, the speed of the fleet of gun
‘vessels is by no means contemptible, the
‘8'owest averaging 7 to 8 knots, and the fast-
cest from 9 1o 11}, knots.
| The wortar boats, 100 in number, are eut-
ter rigged, with small spars. Their t nnage
‘averages 120 tons, and their draft of water
from4 to D feet., Each is about 40 feet long
and 18 broad, and armed with one 13-inch
mortar, weighing, w.th stand, Y tons. Some
idea of the immence strenglh of the corstrue-
tion of these vessels may be formed when it is
mentioned that under each discharge 1lie mor-
tar recoils with a pressure of 75 tons.
 The whole of this flotilla could be equipped
for sea in a few weeks, and tbeir hostile pre-
gence upon the Canadian lakes would not
cover all Western Canada from attack,
but render the American lake cities very un-
pleasant places of residence for peaceable
people. All can pass up the St. Lawrence
canals, and a great part of them through the
Chambly into e Char plain.
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