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THE CLOSING NUMBER

THIS issue of THE DESERET
WWEEKLY closes the current volume
the last six mouths have been
pregnant with many remarkable
events and developments these
will all be found recorded within
the contents of this magazine this
preservation of current history is18

one of its chief features and will
render it invaluable in years to
come as a work of reference it
will be a factor in the compilation of
a condensed history of our times
which will doubtless ininduedue course
be written and published in popular
shape but whether thin shall be
done or not our weekly wllwill always
be a source which can be applied to
for correct information regarding
the current of events in one of the
most interesting epochs in the his
tory of utah and of the world at
large those who havehav beenabeen sub-
scribing for this magazine aandnd have
taken care of the back numbers
should have them bound into vol-
umes those who have not can ob-
tain them ready boundbou nd at this office
now isin a good time to subscribe for
the forthcoming volume

A DAY OF DECEPTION

0ONEE of the prominent doctrines of
the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints is the coming of the
savior again to earth this advent
is not to be like the first then he
came as the babe of bethlehem
he was despised and rejected of
men crowned with thorns spit
upon and derided and finally cruci-
fied and slain when he comes
again it is to be as the royal son of
david to reign and rule as king of
kings and lord of lods

this advent the saints believe isin

biearnear at hand As foretold in scrip
ture it is to be preceded by several
important events which are to be

signs of his approach among
these are the restoration of toethe
9 gospel of the kingdom with all
its powers gifts and manifestations
and the authority to administer its

ordinancesordinance thehe preaching of that
to all nations the gathering

of the elect that iiia the saints
of god who are obedobedientlent to his will
from all pails of the world theesthe es-
tablishment of zion the restoration
of the jews to palestine the out
pouring of the latter day judg-
ments

judg-
ment signs in heavenhcan en and on
the earth wars plplagues famiie
earthquakeseath quakes land and ocean pheno-
mena trouble perplexity and dis-
tress unexampled and the prepara-
tion of a people to receive him in
illshis glory

incidental to his coming to take
possession of his kingdom there are
ta be temporarytempo iary appearances of the
risen redeemer he is to come
suddenly to his temple to mani-
fest himself to those who look for
hisale appearing to stand upon the
mount of olives to descend as he
ascended after his resurrection etc
these are preliminary appearances
his advent withalth ten thousand of
his saints in the glory opof his
father will be the ewawningc owningning event
of this wonderful age the grand
climax of the worlds drama the
beginning otof a new era

many of the occurrences which
he and other prophets of old time
predicted as signs of Hsha coming
have already taken place others
are haphappeningng daily As susurelyrely as
the buds herald the spring so do the
signs of the times portend the seesec-
ond advent

onoone of the warnings he tave of
his near approach and of which he
bade his people beware was of

false christs and false prophets
in another column we print an ac-
count of a few of the vagaries de-
ceptions and impostures which have
recently disturbed society and led
away many credulous people these
should serve as caution signals to

the saints there are to be such
strong delusions in the latter days
that they will deceive if possible

the very elect
there is a disposition among

many people to accept as divine al-
most anything that appears miracu-
lous or out of the ordinary course of

nature the love of the marvelous
is not confined to any classclaes 0or com-
munity it exists largely among
some of the latter day saints lack
of faith is a striking characteristic
of the age in which we live and par-
ticularlyticularly of the classclam who are called
educated it is a great detectdefect but
the other extreme of too large
credulity is an evil of which all
should be on their guard everyevary
wonder is not a reality and as all
is not gold that glitters so all is not

divine that appears to be11 superalper
natunaturalna ral

satan is a factor in the sunisum of
this worlds realities lie is the em-
bodiment of all the opposites to
hose attributes that conaticonstitutetuti

deity he is the prince of the power
of the air the ruler within cer-
tain boubounds of the lower world and
he is the arch debeideceiverver of noenmen and
nations he is a great Imitator and
will counterfeit the divine so as to
lead astray the most astute who have
not the grand key to test and detect
his impositions As an angel of
light aye as the messiah himself
he may appear to deceive and de-
stroy

the latter day saints should be
careful to preserve themselves from
error and to keep within the lines
of the law of god and the revela-
tions he has glgienen for their guide
while they ought to covet to
prophesy and desire spiritual
gifts they should not be too anx-
ious for marvels not
to accept as divine every manifesta
tion of extraordinary power and
they must beware of posturesimposturesim
which will multiply and become
more and more delusive as the ad-
vent of the lord draws near

the promise of his coming is true
and faithful it will not fallfail and
to those who are prepared and
worthy he may reveal himself in
vision or otherwise as he may eon
descend but there will be false ap-
pearancespearances and lying spirits and de-
signing men and the foolish both
ignorant and learned will be led
astray

in the church of christ are ample
safeguards against delusion and
error under the keys and guguidance
of the holy priesthood none need
be beguiled by the evil one pos-

sessed of the holy ghost as a gift
from god the humblest saint may
be kept from straying and may
walk in the light though darkness
surrounds mystery is of babylon
simplicity and plainness are of the
truth and safety lies in the strait
and narrow way of duty where no
igniignis fatrus leads to the quagmires
of folly and despair

by dayubeday obe
diance to the word of the lord and
compliance with the rules he has
revealed and by seeking forthe guid-
ance of that calm common sense
and rational spirit which tois his girl
to the faithful they will learnlearh all
that Is needful to know of his great
designs and coming purpose fand be
prepared for the grand consumma-
tion whileW hile those who are too eager
for the mysteries and too ready for
the marvelousmarvelouB may be blinded by
the adversary and become a preprey

balso
to

the deceiver beware orof bals
christsOhristp beware of false prophettri


