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THE CLOSING NUMBER.

Tiis issue of THr DESERET
WEZKLY closes the current volume.
The last six morths have been
pregoant with many remarkable
evenls and developments. These
will ali be found recorded within
the contents of this magazine. Thia
preservation of current history is
one of iis chief features, and will
render i{ invaluable in years to
come as a1 work of reference. It

will be a faclor in the compliation of |

u ¢ondensed history of our times,

{ suddenly to His temple,” to mauni-
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'

ordipancer; the preachijug of lhut]diviue that appeats {0 be aupei-
Glospel to nlt nations; the galhering | natural.
uf the elest, that is, the Sainis| Baton is a factor in the suin of
of (o1l who are obedient to His will, | this world’s realities. lle is the em-
from all pails of the world; the es-l bodiment of all the opposites to
tablishment of Zion; Lhe restoration | those attributes ihat constitute
of the Jews to Iaicstine; the out-] Deity. Helstho Prince of the power
penning of the lalter-day judg- of the air, the rufer, within cer-
ments; sigus in hraven and on  tain bouunds, of the lower world, and
the earth; wars, plagues, fumine, he isthe Arch.deceiver of men and
eathquaken, land and ocean pheno- | nations. He iaa great imitator,nnd
mena, troubie, perplexily rnd dis. | will connterfeit the Divlue so a5 to
tress unexampled; aud the prepara- | lead nstray the most astute who have
tion of a people to receive Him in | uot the grand key to test and detect
His glary. his fwpositions. As an augel of
Ipcidenta} to His coming to take | light, nye as the Messiali Himself,
possession of His kingdom, there nre | e may appear to decelve and de-
to be temporary appearances of the | stroy.
risen Redeemer. He s to "come]| The Latterday Balnts should be
careful to preserve themselves from
error, aud to keep withln the lines
of the Iaw of God and the revela-

fest Himself to ‘‘those who look for
His appearing;’” to stand upon the

Mount of Oives; to descend as He
ascended after His resurrection, efc.
These are preliminary appearances.
His advent with ten thousnnd of
His Suaints in the glory of His
Father wifl be the c..#ning event
this wonderful age, the grapd

which wiill, doubtless, in due course | of
be written and published in popular ,climax‘ of the world’s drama, the
shape, But whether this shall be| Leginniog ol A new ern.
done or not, our weekly will always| Many of the occurrences which
be n source which can be npplied to | He and other prophets of old time
for correct information regnrding predicted ns signe of Hs coming
‘the current of events in vne of the have already takon place.. Others
most interesting epochs in the his- | Bre happening daily. Assurely as
tory of Utab and of the world at|the buds herald theBpriugso do the
large. Those who have been sub- | 8igns of the Lmes portend the Hec-
wcribing for this magnzine and have [ond Advent.
taken care of the back numblers| ©One of the warniogs He gaveof
whould have them bound loto vol- | His near approach and of which He
umes. Thosewho have ool can ob- | bade His people beware, was of
tain them ready bound at thisoftice. | *‘false Christs and false prophets.*?
Now is agood time to subseribe for | 10 another column we print an ac-
the forthicoming volume. eount of a few of the vagnries, de-
. ceplions and impostures which have
récently disturbe.d society, and led
A DAY O_F._[.).ECEPTION' lawny wnoy credulous people. These |

OxE of the prominent doetrines of | should serve as cautlon slguals to!
the Oliureh of Jesus Christ of f.atter- | the 8aiuts. There are to besuch
dn_y‘ Baints is the eoming of the|strong dejusions in the latter days
Savior agaio to earth. This advent that they will decelve, If possible,
is not to be like the first. Then He | flhe very elect.”
came ng “the babe of Bethlehem.’?| There s a disposition among
He was desplsed and rejected of | many people to accept as divine nl-
men, crowned with thorns, spitlm‘ost anythiog that appears miracu-
upon and derided, and flually cruci- | lous or out of the ordinary course of
tied and slain. When He comes nature. The love of the marvelous
again It is to be as the royal Bou of | I8 not confined to any class ot com-
David to reign and rale n« King of | munity. It exiata largely among
kinga and Lord of lonls. some of the Latter-day Baloty. Lack |

This advent ihe Raluts believe is | of faith is a striking charaeteristic |
pear at hand. As foretold in serip- of the age In which we live and par-
ture it is to be preceded by several | ticularly of the class who are called
important events which are to be|educated. Itisa great defeet. Bul
signs of His appronch. Among |the other extreme of too large
these are the restoration of the|credullly i8 an evil of which all
¢sGGospel of the Kingdom’ with allishould be on thelr guard. Every
its powers, gifts and manifestations | wonder is not n realily. And as alj
and the authority to administer ita!is not gold that glitters, s0 all is not

lions He has given for their guiile.
While they ought to “covel 1o
prophesy”’ nod ‘‘desire spiritual
gifts,” they should not-be too anx-
ious for imarvels. They fught oot
to nccept as divine every manifesta-
tlon of extraordinary power. And
they must beware of [mpostures,
which will multiply and become
moere and more delusive ns the adl-
vent of the Lord draws near. ‘

The promise of His coming is true
and faithful. It will oot fajl. And
to those wiio are prepared and
worthy, He may veveal himself in
vision or otherwise as He may con.
descend. But there will befalseap-
pearances and lying spirits, and de-
signing mer; and the loolish, Loth
ignorant and learned, will be led
astray. .

In the Church of Christ are ample
safegunrds agaipst delusion and
error. Underthe keys and guidnncq
of the Holy PPriesthood nonhe need
be beguiled by the Evil Ope. DPes:
sessenl of the Holy Ghost as a gift
from God, the humnblest Saint may
be kept from strayiog, and may
walk in the light though darkness
srrounds. Mystery is of Babyilon.
Simplicity and plainness are of the
truth., And safety lies in the strait
and parrow way of duty where no
ignis fatuus leads to the quagmires
of folly and despair.

By straightforward,every-day obe.
dience to the word of the l.ord and
complinnce with the rules ke has
revealed,and by seeking for the guid-
anee of that calm, common sense,
and rational 8pirlt which is His gify
to the faithful, they will learn ali
that Is needful to know of His great
designs and coming purposes,and he
prepared for the grand eopsumme-
tion. While those who are too enger
for the mysteries and too ready for
the marvelous, may be bllopded by
the adversary and become & prey to
the deceiver, Reware of false
Ghrists, beware of false prophets



