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Wrillen for this Paper.

CRITICISM DEFINED.

—_—

One of the easiest thinge in life is to
criticize, to find faull, to tear downD;
and yelthere s » criticism whioch ie
healthy, 8 faultfinding whioch grows
put of intense interest in the work
belng Jdone, e tearlng Jown which ls Lo
prepafe the ground for a grander ed)-
fice,

The qusality of comment ls deter-
mived by the apirit thereof. Lte jntent
i luminous, 1ia etfort one of Jove. Apd
it is quite posuible to exbibit o IDLeusl-
ty of zeal which comea from the pos-
pegnion of & grand fdeal. The nearer
perfect thnl in, tbe more lmpatiently
js objection treated, and frivolous com-
alenl seems unworthy of any repiy
guve Lhat of silepce, while fallure fe
Inoked Bpon ne among the jmpossiblll.
ties,

But s good thing may meet with
repulsé-becsuee if aD unworthy pre-
gentatiop, Thers la wiedom in »ll
thinge. and the more precioue 5 posses-
sion, the more sacred ite characler, the
ieen ciap aition 1s ibere oo Lbhe poreesaor
to “ecast hin Lesrls betore swine.’” No
mon proolaims ajoud tne virtues and
eatimuble gualities vl his wife, ar the
devution sud ocbeuiernce of his famlly.
These ars *‘thinge with which a siran
ger o th ot meddle.” But .there can
be nop wifjection to the recommendation
of murried life to a friend, or the ex-
pression of the wish that others may
be equsally Dlesned.

We heard of one who waa sept out
with that most precious and sapred ol
all teioge, ‘‘the Goapel.,” Tu three or
four days he telurned to beadquarters
anyg reported that **he had deliverey
the messase, which had heen rejected,
and aB & coukequence he had senled up
the district to condemmuation, &anu
washed Bbis feel 8s 8 testimony agaipnat
themr.’” This intemperate aud impul-
aive ad vocate had preciouslittte knowi-
edge of human nature, kpew nothing
of the power of tradition, and weeun-
familiar with mental processes, to aay
nothing of thoee subtie apiritual influ-
encee which are needed to carry von-
viction Lo the best uisposed.

We were familiar with one who
stood In the couwncils of the Church
who used to throw off bia cost aud
sigive it tu bis lletepers from the
shonlder;’? bul we never could count
on the number of his converte, he-
cause his methoids were rather more
ealcnlated to repel than to wip, to
provoke revellion thau to allure. Itie
not the bpursting cloud, the foaming
torrent, which fills the eye with green-
ery apnd covers the earth with beauty.
This comes rather from the soft and
gontie ralp, which penetrates, suk-
dues and bringeto forth Aower and
fruit.

Men bhave bern 8o eager to display
their prowess and ability to destroy,
that the dweller in that bouse sacred
tobim a8 the home of hie fatbers, hae
been tnveetted with additionsal glory,
or the preference of aesoclation at
Jeast. Dogmatlsm, even abllity to
prove anoiher 1p error, doea not sl-
WARye OQw«mmand reapect, But when
the wise master builder comea
along, be guietly clears the ground.
in comparative silence be lays the
foundation, and the egifioe comes to-
gether beneath his t0ll and insplration,

ae did Bolomou’s Temple, ““without

the sound of ax or hammer or any ool
of irou bejng heard thercin ™ And as
the owner of the Ilitle tenement goen
forth to hls dally work, be sees created
a home of symmetry and besuty,
of order and propriety aod so
joyouely he leaves his stormswept,
antiqunted manbuillt structure, good
though it msy bave been for abelter in
the past, for tuat palace uf divine archi-
tecture which hus been provided for
bim ip respopae to his faith and his

integrity. 1t 1s tthe realization of hie
dreams, the scrl of his Illlumipateu
fden),

Yetif Truth ia to make its way {1
dois not suggest aDY compromise, uny
more than it fears mtsrepresvntntion,
it Ia content **to bide ita time,?* for “‘the
elernal years of God are bers,” and if
it oarries no sweetuees within (tself to
the longing soul, It canobt be made
palatable or more benetlcin]l by any
admixture witn wuodoabted er.or.
Karly Coriatjenity wus shorn of its
glory whep it formed an slljacce under
Conetantine with peganlem apd tra-
dition, %+ ® ¥

1t bas not yet been made plain why
a eacred prinoiple loses charucter when
it is made the object of derislop; why a
sacred ordioance becomes common
when handied from mouth to m:outh or
the unregenerate. But eo It 1s and ha.
beer, HMpeers and ridicule have
counted more thun argument: and the
represeptative of 80 unpopular cause
Is  generally wonplussed emsier by
eiiber of theee, than by gentiemaanly
yet more insinaating opposition.

Some there are who beijeve that
progreés chn only come from modi-
tication of pretensico:; that this s
not the time for sell-aseertlon or
for authoritalive decluratior. ‘Ubey
want *‘to lay low, ! {0 cater to every
oppopent, to be resirained to the ex-
pression of unwelcome truth, and to
aet agide practices which are misunder-
stood or decried by ap enemy. Dipio.
macy is the wstchwor!, and Lo be *'all
things to u]]l men’ 1@ deemed now the
highest wiedom.

Mormonism came to the world us the
expouent of divione method, 8 pome-
thing origioal. It wap agmressive,
yet tearless. It proclaimed fjteelt ae
the panacea for the ille of bumanity.
Itcleimed divine autbority. It held
to the pelf-tufficiency uf the Gorpel. its
mewmbers nesged no orders or comhi-
patiope outside the Lrotherbood. Its
literature gave the *Voice of Warn-
ing,?”? and tract di:tributlon presented
“The Only Way to be Baved.” OQut-
side of it there saremasny who reside In
Bunyan’s Doubting Caatle. “*They are
pot quite psure.’’ Many of this
generation wapt bpolbing post-
tive or decided, least of all in
religion. Freedom Js the war cry,
liberly i8 the pass word, acd the evil
obDe saye, ‘‘wo are all golng to ouoe
plece, aitbough we go by different
roade.’?

In the early days of our ministry the
brethten aald to eacbk other, “If Mor-
monism i what we think 1t js, we
vught to rbake this conuervative towo
from center lo circumference.’’ And
it was shaken to the ‘ingatberiog of
mauy soule.’? Formany years sectarinn-
fsm 1D every guise has planted jtseif 1D
this Territory, It bas provoked but
iittle comment and but one ortwo
solitary debater. Yet there are bubp.
dreds of Elders who “bave [ought

!

with wild beante at Ephesus,’? and are-
more familiar withh the creeds cobpfes-
pione, catechisme and articles of their
churches thap are the majonty of these
increartug congregations.

Old map-made inethods may ag well
be diecarded flrst s luel; that machir.
ery wae yood for the purpore §: tended.
Lt accompilshed jte purpose. Deviced
of mnp it may anawer man’senda. Bul
surely none who apprehend the mie-
sion of the Prephet can expect to work
out the great revolution to which be
devoted nis life, by apiug the outside
world o their methods of flnance, pe-

iiticy, tcboole, goveroment, trade ot
social life; to attempt this is
but to reproduce on & small

acrle Lthut *'mystery, Babylou?’? ipstead
of the *Mystery of Godliness” which
ja to bring mep into commuulon with
the beavens, lesding them to that
vquality spoken of by all the propbete,
akd using every man’s special ablility
for thut apecial busineas which, In alt
rut Babbath asremblies, Is claimed to
be the obDe rubataptia)l duty of Lhe
Latter-day Siinte.

JUAB STAKE CONFERENCE.

The regular qunarterly confetence of
the Juab Btrke of Zion convensd
on Saturday, at 10 a. w,, Auguet 3rd.

Htake President Wm. Psxman had
heen vielting in the northern purt of
Utabh and in Idaho Juring several
weeks, but returned op Baturday worn-
ing’a traln. Elder Jubp Henry Smith
came with Elder Psxmap snd re-
malned during the conference.

Elder Coarlea Bperry, couusslor in
the Biake prestdency, called the con-
gregntion to order, sod after the usual
pingiog and pruyer, Kider Bperry ex-
pressed his pleasurv and grotitude for
the privilege of again meeting with
the Baints of the Juab Btake iD the
guarierly 1 onference.

Elder William Pasxman spoke of bis
v.8st to the north, and of the satislac-
tion he bad experienced In roeeting
with the SBaints inother portions of the
vineyard, He had been present at the
dedication o7 the Opelda Btake aead.
emy, an edifice that bas cost rising of
$40,000. Lile s noble monument 10 the
twitn wod energy of the Hailnts of the
Orneids Btake, of Zion. The speaker
alsn pointed put the gracd results that
have (ollowed the vatabliapment of the
firet Stuke academy st Provo under
the direction of Drv. Karl G. Mueser.
Elder Paxman aiso exprersed his greal
pleseure of again being at honie and of
meeting with ni8 friends, bretbren snd
steters of the Juab Biake.

Elder Jobn Henry Bmith eaid there
were eeveral duties Loat con/ront ue ut
tbe aame thme, Just now, the wmoat
jaapurtant one with the farmers s to
secure the harvest apa thus pro-
vide for the joner man, aud for
that renson are no doubt detained {rom
this conference, Elder Bmitb spoke of
the great var:ety of organulz.ilons thare
are found amony the children of wen;
bow epme turn naturally to religlon,
whiie otbhers delight in studying the
witdom of tbe world, There afte
vthers who luve to sccumulate wealth,
and in mney Instances, they #acrifice
every noble ambiiion to the greed ot
wgold. The S:ints should coueluer ali
of those various orgabnizatioos sod
exercise charity lor those that are oot

as strong a8 themeelver.



