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TRAVELING THROUGH SOUTHERN
UTAH INTO ARIZONA.

[EIGHTH LETTER.]

while it i8 in the proviuce of mo
archaeologist to throw a great deal of
Jight upon the history ol an auoclent
people Y making careful examina-
tione of the remusjoe they have left
behiod, it1s 8 very difficult matter for
pim to form Boy fuen of datea. Thus,
when ao Btiempt is made to lell the
time when a people seitled o a cer-
taip country, and huw louy they
occupled 1t, and how muany years have
assed siuce they abandoned It, the re-
pults must be vague npd uocertuin,
Probahly there bae oot a slugle
archaeologlul made & ziudy of the ruine
of Central Amerlcs and Mexico who
has Dot 10 bie owu mind furmed sume
iden ue to the time that has eiapsed siuce
ghe Toltees first enlereu thuse regiuvns ol
country und the Bges that have passed
since they apbanuoned them; yet we
Hopd no twu Don who wgree us tu the
length of those periode, while the dif-
ferences beltween ibem extend over
maapy centuries. It wiil thus he seen
tna;whlle there are thiugs thal con-
wey to us sume lden of time, such as
the ages of treed found growlug upou
apclent mounds, and the geologleal
churges that bhuve laken place siuce
the sbandonment of the old cliies, we
ot form wny sBalisingtory 1des of
r Ustes excepl by relereuce Lo
:‘l,l:;a_eun history, anu when thn.t i8 lagk-
ing, the opl:.ions or luesas of 0Ur best
& nd most congervalive sludents are
wery unsatinfaciory. o
Tpue, When we try to lorm no idea
of the time when thesnclent pwople
Aral reacbhed the valleys of Arizons,
anu the lengih ot time they remuaineu
o pusseeriou of the countiy, we Hod
ourselves confronted with obstacley
thust We canpot surwouant, It s vlear
to all whu bave studieu the voun-
try that when the old prople
came here  ihey diu su in
smail Dutmbers, that thelr growih
aud dovelopment in the  ewuu-
try wuas glow sod gradual,  'hey
dg¢ pot ebem tu bave vuud the countr y
vecupivd DY nny peopic, aud tue b oc
thut silefwar1s desifoyed them uiust
have cuthe ity the country Bl u Jater
period. Everything louicaies a long
residence here; where theold canwnls
were vcul through the hard rock the
latter bus been wotu smooth vy the
actijon ol the water. Ounthe Biack
Moes, Lbhirty-five mblles below the
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junction of the Balt and Gils rivers,
there is &an old cannrl that ¢rosses a
mesn 0f hard velcanje rock and fulls &
distance of about Afieen feet Lo n lower
mesa. At the point where it leaves
the upper mesa the water carried by
the cansl hee cut 1oto the bard rock
sevora) inchee, smoothing and polisk-
my it inx manver that has defled the
effuclug influences of time and the
slements since the wuater has veased to
flow there. 'v have acocomplished
this, even with s large body of water
flowing rapidly, murt have required
oenturies, It has not been wany years
since this country wae re-settled, prob-
ably twenty years at most; yel in that
short time trees have hee . planted aod
sprung up of thelr own aceord umntil
now every canal everywhere is linsd
with them. In the olden uays it is
very probable that the same Lhing oc-
curred, If “so there must have been
(rees of imnmense size growing along
soEie 0ol the cannals at the time when
the people were destruyed aud their
cilies abandoned, Yetthe time betwuen
that shandonment and the arrival of
the first wuite tmen wus Bo greit that
all traces of aWwoody growth along the
the captls had disappenred. Aud it
should be remembered that this coun-
try 1s so Jry Lhut imber would be pre-
served (frum decay for u loog time,

T.,e more [ siudy the rulpoe
and the hbistory of the peuple, the
more cooviuced I am that the olifl
Jwellers of Anzios and Uwmh wers
descendants of the old people who for-
merly inberited the vailleys, nod who
espaped the genersl destruetiou by
fleving to the mouutains, and who fur
years elied out » miserable existence in
the nurrow valleys wund deep gorges of
the Colorado, [udeed, it is npol im-
prolbuble that tbe Moguisand Zuni In-
ulans o1 the pressnt day ure degenerute
Jdescenuduots ol the old race, T'berv are
many points of slmilarity between
tbese peuvple. Their pultery was de-
slgned sod decorated much the same.
Tvey used wlone implemeunts juentical
inshape sud finish, They cultivated
thesnme kKindsof graln apd vegutables
»Dd domesticated ihe spame kind of
tcwlie,

The Zuol and Maricops Lndiaos of
the preevnt day presedve their history
by meaus uof what migbt e
called bistorie famiiles. Toere are
frsnihies ol this kivd o every tribe.
It is Lthe duly of the head o! the family
to call hla Bons sronpd hiwm at wtated
titoes a0Y Fehearss 1o thein the history
ol his peuple, se it hee hevu rebvarsed

to him and his forefathers for many
generations. In this way [ uunder.
stand many things nf jmportance con-
nected with the biatory of the people
hee been preserved. Prol. Cusehlng
remained With the Zunpis for some
yeurs studying their history, and it is
expected that when his book 1s pub-
lished 1t will throw much light upon
the pust ol that atravge people, :
I was told ibat the Muricopa Indians
still preserve a iradition smong them
tbat at one time they llved In a
country far to the south; that duriog
their residence there the country was
vigited with w great drouth that dried
up the rivers, destroyeu thelr crops
anu threateved the people with utter
destruction. Duriuy tbe drouth they
sent forty of their men northward to
luok vut anuther any better country to
which they couid emigrate. The party
wraveled Durtbward a ¢ reat distaner and
flually came upon A mountaio south of
the Balt river valley, any from wbic
they could see the valley spread out be-
fore them like & map, cuvered every-
where with orcharde and flelds, among
which the many canals woubd in and
wvut llke threaus of sllver. Three of
the purty were gelected to go down into
the valijey nnd recounolter, whiie the
oihers remnined on the mountain.
Progeeding oautiously, they discovered
the valley to be inbhatnted by & white
people who wore beariis, and by whom
tbey were received and sntertained
kindly, After three udays they reiurn-
v to their companions on the muun-
taine agaln wnd Arranged that they
shouuld go back to their old hume and
cuilect all their people and returu and
talieé poseesslon of the rich valley,
while they would return to the valley
and remaln untll the arrival ot the
army, arranging that s signal fire
should be ifton a certain p sk 1o give
them warning. ‘The program was car-
rled out., The three returned to the
valley and parcwok of the pospieailty
uf the peuple while they spled out thelr
strength  and plaoned  for  their
uestruction. After muby duye the sig-
pal Hire was seen on, the mouuiain.
The three haeteneu there, uud fouuu
all thielr people preparea for wa).  Dur-
ing the pight they led tuem intu the
vulley, where they feil uy on the ug Bus-
pectiug  Inhabitunts =nd uestroyed
them, For a while they fared well,
but they were unvecust )med Lo irri-

‘gation wod aliowed Lhe canails to vu to

Jecay, and gradually the country be-
came parched wod dry llke wwe aur-
rounding Jeasrl.



