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Binging:
This earth was once a garden place,ete.

Biehop Kesler was the first epeaker.
He was pleased, be sald, Lo ses such
an Gssembly present-—especially o to
8€0 B0 many whp were lntimately ac-
quaioted with the Prophet Joseph
Bmlth, He became acyuainted with
the Prophet in the year 1839. He
lookeu upon Joseph Bmlth nethe greut.
esl Propuet thalt bad ever Jived upon
the earth-—because be was the only
personage tust the Fa'her aud the

Bon bad both appeared lo =2t the
eame liaye upon the earth. The
epeaker related Dumerous Instaneer

with whioh the Prophet Joseph was
conoecied in the early history of the
Charch, which teuded to sbow thal
(God was with bim in all bis under-
tekings tn do good and to help the
rolling ou of His great work.
. B. Clawson, Bistop of the
Twelfth ward, eaid he hecame ne
quajuted with' the Prophet in 184)
when he with his parents removeu to
Nauvpoo, The speaker attended a
school in what was called *Joseph’s
slofe,” and oarrated & little incident
that pciurred when he had made ap-
pllcation to become a member of a ger-
tain dehallng sociely. He was aso
srmsll that geversl of tue members op-
osed his Leceming enrolled, when the
rophet arose and In a geotle rebuke,
seored lne memhbere for the action
tuken by them agasinst him. The
Prophet sald, ¢ *Tis such boye 8s theen
that we want to join our agavciatious—
hoye that are willing and anxious to
take parl in pur societies Bre the kind

that will make B rsucoess of
. Te.ese remarks  had u
greal hearjug on the sapeaker
abd belped nim to strlve onward

through life, Bpoke of the many gooa
gaalitles of Joseph, and stated that he
wae Doled for his kindpess of heart
to »ll with whom bhe came in contaot.

George Rombey, Bishop of the
Twentieth ward, said he tirst sa® the
Prophet . when his parents pame (o
Nauvoo in the mooth of April, 1841,
Brothers Leach, Cluwson and others
arrived there al the same time. in re-
ferring Lo the martyrdom of Joseph,
the speaker etated that on thal day
hardiy 8 dry eye could be seen in Kirt-
Jand, Nauvoo and vicinity. Sorrow
fillea the hearis of tbe people—hecause
they bad learned to love him, apd ap-
preciated the apirit that prompted all
the remarks that he ever made.
Elder Romaey paid & visft last
fall to the towns which were
inhabited hy the Baints in the
early uays of the QCbhurob. “What a
ohabnge haecime over the Iapnd!?’ Toe
once thriving settlement of the SBainte,
are uo Jonger thriving. A hlight
s@eme to ha ve come over them and the
places whloh were once eo lovely Lo
lovk unon, ere pow almust deserted.

Luoy Walker Bmith, one of the
living wives ot the Prophet, was intro-
duced to tbe andience, Fifty-three
years ago she eptered jolo the
covenant of marrjage with the Prophet.
Bbe was led to this etep Lhrongh pray-
ing earnestly to God Jo obediencs
to the teaculnge of the Prophet
who had told her that Gov
had deoreed that she shouid he bis
wife. 8Bue hnd always loved Joseph,
because she belleved he wae truely a
prophet of God, bul when asked Lo be-
come his wile, that wae anotber thing

—abe dido’t feel wililng to do tii,
However, 1n gnoswer to ber prayers
tod had given her 2 testimony that 1t
wae Hie will that she should he sealed
to Joseph 1o marriage, and having re-
rejved thise teetnmony she yilelded,
Koew that the Goepel was tiue and
hoped the Bajute would try to emulate
the examples set them hy the Prophet,

Presldent Joseph F. Smith felt that
he was one of the yonngest persone
living who had been acquaiuled with
the Prophet, He was ahout six years of
agye when Joseph wae killed, and hence
bad a Yery meagser recoltection of bim.
He, however, remembered haviog
been tiken oo to the knee of the
Prophet, at whigh time Joseph had
asked Hyrum (President BSwmith’s
father) what the matter wes wiih
Jogeph, as be looked very pale at the
time, He alio remembered having
seen (he dead hodiee p! his father ano
Joseph as lhey were lylng in the
Propbet’s bouse. The epeaker here
read a memworands made hy him oo
Sept. 27, 1878, on the ogession of a
visit by Orson Pratt, himsejf anu
pthers to Nauvoo aod gsurroundineg
country. 1t referred to an joterview
bhad with David Whitmer in which he
bhore witness to baving eeen the plates
from which the Book of Mormon was
iranslated, and had testifled ae to the
authenticity of the tesdmony of the
eight witnesses,

David Whitmer was the last eurviv-
ing witness to the Book of Mormon
and hie testimobny to its divinity re-
malned with him tlll bia death. The
speakel referred tuen interview had
with a scientiet, who, while admilting
tbot Joseph 8mith was ap honest.man,
clalmed that bis peeing aud talkiug
,with God, the Fatbher, and the Son,
was Blmply an hallucination that he
wnaa laboriong under and not an actusal
pecurrence, Tois same man, though
'when cunifonted with the questiop:
‘“In It possible for three men to be
Iahoring ander the same hallugioation
at the same time?? when sbown Lhe
testimony of the three witnesses,
koew not whal toeay, but eimply re-
malked that he was Dot prepared to
anawer thal goestlon. Prosideut
Smith closed hie remasrke by declaring
that while the birthday of the Prophet
dia not excile much sttenlion st the
present tlme, the Jday would ocome
when all the Baints every w here,wonld
celebrale and commemorate, the day
when the heloved Propbel firat saw
the light,

Ellzabeth D. Roucdy being calied to
the gtand, read an excellenl article on
the Propbet Juseph, Its introduction
rap thut: ‘““Whalle we have not met lo
honor of the inauguration of Utah ap a
elate, we have assemhled, to commem-
orate the ninetieth anpivereary ol the
birth of he who made It poseible for
Utk to be epshrined Intp the rlater-
bood of slutes. He who intioduced tu
the people that which took from tbem
the darkness which hovered over them
apd ocaused that star to enlone Which
ied the Salnta of God to thesv valleys
which we call (Jtab and which are ip
be abortly bonored and endnwed
with Stalebood,’* At the conclu-
glon of ber adJddress, whigh wua
replete with words bearlng witness to
the high character of Joseph 8mith,
she read & testimony from Jacoh
Weiler, an old friend of the Prophet?s,

in which he bore witness of the holy

spirit which accompanied the Prophet
in all his walke and con vereation.
Archie M, Hill, who embraced the
Gospel In Canada in the year 1840,
spoke uf his acqualplance with Lhe
Prophbet Joseph and reluted a number
o! ingidents in cunpection therewith.
He fe)t pleased with haviog Lthe privi-
lege of su arquaintance with the
Prophet, and bore wituess to the Spirit
of God that accompanied all bis re-
| marke,
| Otber reraarke equaily as interesting
as those already made mestloy of were
made by Joseph €. Kiuvgebury, one of
the twenty-four Elders who assisted in
Isyiug the corper stoue of the Kirtland

Pemple, Waiter Willcox and old
time playmate wnd friepd of
the Prophet’s, James JMeach, who
fouud pileasure 10 quoting the

saylngs of 1he Prophel, James W,
Phippen whoste scgualntacce with
Joseph had heeu one ol unalleyea
pleasure and buppiness, and B. M.
Aldrich, who hre receutly located in -
thege Valieye, but who firet saw Joseph
at his father’s bouse In Hancock cuune
1y, 1lilnois, in the year 1843,

‘I ha cholr And conelevati n 8ANDg:

The Spirit of God like a fire is burning.

Boneulcipn Wsa produuuced hy
Patriaren Jobhn Sxith.

WINTER QUARTERS.

ScorFIeLb, Dec. 21, 1895.—A fire
broke out st the residencs of Arebls
buld A nderson at. Winter Quarters on
‘Thursday eveaijng, Dec., 18.L wt8:30
o'clock. The bouse (4 iram e) sud ail.
Iis contents weregonsumed In jeesthuan.,
an hour.

The tamily barely ercaped with their
lives. Mre. Aquérson, who wus Higk
1m bed at the time, and a baby four
daya pld, were somewbat 8colched
while gettiug out of the hounse.

Pay Jday came to both of the mines
here this week to gladden the haarte of
the peopls for Christmus, that is, thote
who were foltunate enongh to get a
good puy.

The c.al trade s heglopiog to
slucken o{l, und the mines are not
working fo steady.

Beven inohes of suow fell here last
night. MoryMoN Beox.

TAMPA, Fla,, Dev, 23.—A speclal
gourler from Gen. Mageo’s Command
arrived here last night. He reports
the Cubsn army marching loward
Muutlanzse In three columus,one under
Jose Liscrete and Buarez with 2,000
men,anotterin the north under Maceo
witn 3,000, Thecenter column, under
den, Gomez, hass 6,000 men. Each
columb has two field-pleces of modern
artillery, The extreme vanguard, 1,000
men, j#» ocommandud hy Brigadier
Fraucleco Perez, nnd the resr guwnrd
uf 1,000 e under Quivtin Bandera. In
Gen. 3 )mez’s flist eugsgemont at Mal-
uemio with Col. Arigooo, detsched
expresddy to detalu the former’s marob,
the Spanish loss was 340 dead. Up to
tbe tlme the steamer leit Havana
pothing had been henrd of the two
companiesof the hattalion of Canaraise.
It is rupposed they feli futo the Inpur-
gents? hauds, Mauanuscise was occupled
for three days by the Insurgenis, who,
upon leaving dJestroyed ibe town,
(den. Maceo wus al Liajas When the
Jutest reporis concerning him oad heen
received.




