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country and it was stated at the time
that his baggage consisted of eighty
trunks he has entertained more mag

than the chinese ministers of
the past and has made a number otof
innovations in this respect in the chin-
ese legation he brought his family
with him and contrary to the usual
custom of chinese ladies his wife has
taken part in the social festivities of the
capital

the minister himself has strong pro-
gressivegressive tendencies he looks at mat

in a common sense way and his
answers to my questions were short
sharp and to the point one otof his
secretaries had a list of my questions
and when his excellency had taken mme
into his private parlor he began to talk
by pulling a chinese manuscript from
his sleeve and handing it to the chinese
graduate of yale these were the
answers his excellency bad dictated in
chinese to my manuscript questions in
english the questions were repeated
and the secretary read the answers in
english from time to time I1 asked
other questions these were inter-
preted to his excellency and he answer-
ed them in chinese which was in turn
translated by the secretary to me

THE CHIN JAPANESE WAR

the first object was the chinese
japanese war and I1 asked his excel
lency as to what in his opinion was the
cause otof the chinese defeat

he replied the chinese were de-
feated because they were not prepared
for war they are as brave as any
other people on the globe and I1 be-
lieve if properly trained they would
make good soldiers japan has been
preparing for this war for the past
twenty years she has been remodel-
ing her army and organizing perher troops
on the modern plan japan isis a small
country it is much easier for it to
adopt foreign methods that a great
nation like china

the result is that the japanese gov-
ernment have been able to adopt mod-
ern methods they have established a
better navy than we have and they did
all this quietly and in such a way that
the other asiatic nations had no sus
dicion of their plans japan was our
neighbor we knew that she was
changing her civilization but we had no
idea that she was studying the arts of
war as they are practiced in europe to
fight her next door neighbor I1 look
upon it as a mistake on our part that we
did not discover this fact we should
have known it and prepared for it

then you do not think that the re-
sult is any index of the real strength of
the chinese nation I1 asked

no it is not was the reply of the
chinese minister through the interpre-
ter the chinese have not had a
cliancechance to show what they can do they
had no transportation facilities and they
could not move their troops speaking
of the characters of the people the jap-
anese have for years patterned after us
for centuries they were imitating the
chinese civilization they considered us
their superiors now if they can learn
the arts of war in the space of less than
a generation therehere is no doubt in my
mind but that the chinese can learn
them I1 have no doubt olof our capacity
to do anything equally well if not better
thenthan the japanese
THE EFFECT OPOF THE WAR ON CHINA

but your excellency said 1I what

do you think will be the effect of this
war on china

it will probably teach us a lesson
was the reply our government has
learned of the wonders of foreign war
fare it will now realize that we must be
prepared to defend ourselves against
the other nations otof the world and that
in time of peace we must prepare for
war there is no reason why china
should not have stronger defenses than
any other nation on the globe we
have a vast country made up of one
people we have vast resources which
are yet undeveloped and we have a
people wwho0 are wonderfulwonderwonderfullyfu y industriousn usuriousrious
and I1 believe as brave as any people
on the gloglobee what we will now have
to do is to develop our resources we
must cover our country with railroads
so that we can bring our supplies from
one part otof the land to another at a
moments notice we must reorganize
our army and navy and must have our
troopstroop all trained after modern methods
we must have new ships and pewnew forts
and we must so increase our military
strength that we can defend ourselves
against any nation or all nations J

THE CHINESE ARMY OF THE FUTURE

how much of an army might china
have if it were properly organized

it is hard to estimate its wonderful
in this regard replied the

uhchinesei nese minister there ireare now
more than of people under
our government wewe could easily put
twice as many men inin the field as could
any other nation of the world the
chinese army of the future will be num-
bered by millions and it will be ably
commanded the chinese do not lack
ability to organize forces and to carry
out undertakings we have men full of
courage men endowed with great ex-
ecutive ability and men who ought to
make good strategiccj leaders and
then our country is digbig enough and
rich enough to support a vast army
there is no soil better than the chinese
soil and few countries produce more
inin comparison to the area cultivated
we have all kinds of food and we havehav
the material resources which will en-
able us to make with our own coal and
iron the guns and munitions of war
which we need we have already a
large number otof arsenals there is one
in operation at shanghai which employs
thousands of handsbands and which has shown
that it can make guns with chinese iron
there are iron mines near bankow
which we expect to see developed and
there are arsenals and gun works in a
number of the cities otof the empire
such works will now be increased new
plants will be established and the con-
dition of china will I1 believe in a short
time be materially changed as to her
possibilities of sellself defense

MODERN MACHINERY IN CHINA
then this war will lead to the intro

of modern machinery into
china

of some kinds yes replied the
minister we will have to have much
new machinery but it will be only of
certain kinds we will need all kinds
of machinery for making ordnance and
munitions of war we will have to have
railroad material and the machinery for
ship building such machinery isis very
expensive and the importations will
probably cost a large amount of m oney
theyhey will be introduced as a necesisnecessityity
As to ordinaryy laborsavinglabor saving mathimachinerynery
however I1 think china will keepeo out as

far as possible all which comes into
competition with the trades and the la-
bors of the common people we have
a vast population and we cannot afford
to take the bread out of our own
peoples mouths it would be hard to
make them understand that such ma-
chinery would eventually be to their
benefit they would certainly create
trouble if it was introduced in large
amount at the start I1 think you rpymay
safely say that the introduction ot0 ordi-
nary laborsavinglabor saving machinerymachinety as to mat-
ters outside of railroads and gun works
will be slow

CHINA AS THE WORLDS FACTORY
will china ever manufacture for the

whole world
1 I think so replied his excellency

we have as skilful workers as you will
find in the world there are few things
we cannot make and there is nothing
we cannot copy we have enormous
natural resources there are large de-
posits of undeveloped coal and iron all
over the empire and our country seems
to be well fitted for a great factory our
labor is very cheap and our people are

ad to work for the wages they getmyhey are willing to work a whole day
at a time if they get paid for it instead
of eight hours and I1 think the time will
come when we will go into manufactur-
ingin we will some day export goods in
larlarge quantities to foreign countries
we will know what the wants of the
rest of the world areare and we will
probably be able to satisfy those wants
cheaper than any other people olof the
world and quite as well the time
when this result will be obtained how-
ever will be far distant have you ever
reflected about the chinese market
think of our hundreds of millions and
remember that every man woman and
child of them has his wants that must
be satisfied the chinese markets are
enormous and they will be big enough
for us to work for years to come you
cannot quickly change such a vast
nation as the chinese it must move
slowly the export manufacturing trade
will hardly come until after the railroads
I1 think in fact that it will follow them

how about the development of
china your excellency I1 asked

will the country be developed by the
chinese or by outsiders

1I think we will be able to develop
our own resources the chinese are
good business people they are ac-
customedcus tomed to the handling of capital and
labor

CHINA AND AMERICA

what ought we americans do to
increase our trade with china

1 one great thing wwouldguld be the build-
ing of the nicaragua canal this would
bring you closer to the chinese markets
you ought to study the wants of the
chinese people andnd make your goods as
cheap as possible in order to compete
with those which are sent to us front
europe

are the chinese friendly to ameri
cans

there is no doubt about that re-
plied the minister both the chinese
government and the chinese people are
friendly to the united states they
think that the americans are sincere
andamid just and they are glad to be friends
with them there is some opposition
to americans in south china it is
from this part of the countrycountr thitthat those
chiaese whom you hehave iina tthe unituniteded

I1 states have emigrated their hoaffity


