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Wlcker #eats. like those of some of ocur

smoking cara. The Aecond-class are

hullt like long street cars, with the
seatsn  running lengihwise under the
windows. I rode for some time second

¢lass to Bee the people. Half of the
passengers were Jamajca negroes, one-
third was made up of Chinese and the
rest were natlves Colombians. The
Chineae were the best dressed of the
lot, and tlie neatest, As the Amerlcan
conductor eame Iin I asked him as to
his health,” and' was told that he haad
been traveling over the road for seven
vears and had not been sick a day.

All wages of Amerlcans are paid In
#old, and those of the common labor-
erg In sllver. Engineers got $167 a
month, conductors $148 a month and
telegraph operators fromi $756 to $100.
The brakemen are natives, and they
recelive §1.76 a day In sflver. Common
laborerg gét from 36 to 76 cents a day,
and most of those who work on the
tracks are Jamalca negroes. They put
in ten hours a day beginning at 6 a. m.
and worklng until 11, Most of them
hring thelr firat meal of coffee and
TBread to the track nand eat it there.
At eleven they stop .for breakfast.
which i¢ usually made up of rice and
A bit of dried meat, apnd at 1 go to work
agnin and work until 6, when they go
home for dinner.

Mokt of the Americans here are well-
educated mhen, and many of them have
traveled all over North and Bouth
America. Some have literary ability,
and I haveé been much interested in a
little volume of poems by an Amerlean
named Gilbert. Here s one which will
be appreclated by any man who hag
apent much time in the tropies. It de-
geribes the isthmus and might be en-
titied
"Where the lomgitude’'s mean and the

latitude’s low,

Where the hot winds of sumer perpet-

ually bholw, i
Where the mercury echokes the ther-
mometer's throat

And the dust !s as thick as the halr

on & gont:
Where one’s mouth is dry as mummy
accurst.
There lieth the Iland of perpetual
thirst.

The following la more glowing by far
than the reality. The Chagrea is really
% heautiful stream. and not half so bad
ar pailnted. The terrible miasma was
At its worst years ngo, when the
swamps were dug up for the canil and
rajflvoad. Today, the isthmus in com-
paratively healthy:

Beyond the Chagres rlver

Are paths that lead to death;

To fever's deadly breezes—

- To malaria's polsoncus breath!

Beyond the trapie follage,

Where the alligator waits,
Is the palace of the devil—
His original eatates,
Heyond the Chagres rlver
Are pathsa tore’et Unknown,
With a spider meath each pebble,
A scorplon 'neath each stone!
"T{s here the bon constrictor
Hia fatal banguet holds,
And to his slimy borom
His hapless victim folds.
Beyond the Chagres river
Lurks the panther in his lair,
And ten hundred thousand dangers
Are in the noxious air.
Behind the trembling leafiets,
Beneath the fallen reeds,
Are the ever-present perils
Of a miltion different breeds.
Beyond the Chagres river.
'Tia aald—the story’s old—
Are paths that lead to mountains
Ot purest virgin gold;
‘But ‘tis my firm conviction,
Whntever talegs they tell
That heyond the Chagzres river
All poths lead straight to hell!

We crosged the Chagres and about a
hundred other waterways during the
trip and saw ~women with little or

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

nothing on them washing their clothesta-nd her 300 female companions In the
In the streams. All washing here s Crlmea. They trod a pathless field;
done with cold water, and my towels but hope and returning health to
at the hotel are frequently ornamented thousands followed elosely in their £o0t-
with burs caught from being dried steps. ‘They brought order out of
upon the bushes and weeds. chaos in the wretched hospitals, and
FRANK G. CARPENTER. men, snatehed from death, lifted their
el feeble hands in bleaslng of thelr benﬁ-
factress and kissed her shadow as she
OUR CUBaN LETTER. passed. Perhaps Florence Nightin-
Habana, Cuba, March 9, 1898,

gale’s ;.‘;iremeat service to humanity was
In proving, In the face of an enorMoun
an mpomant Tacion M the amalrs 0| YelEht of mneent  military =R

actor in e alrg old 3nd prejud at th fferings re
this unhappy island, my readers may AnCRpsi e o e & X
ke to learn more about It. Everybody

gulting from war are in large melllﬁures

] o ‘ ta
has heard of the beneficent organiza- Roeyentobie, Ondesthat thes g e
tlon iu a general way, but comparu-

power alone cannot poss!bly keep iﬂn
i ; operation
tively few know anything about Iits adequate, mediguy Esidas |0 OUg
history and methods. 1 have the honor

through a long and eevere ca-néll:algn-
This splendld object-lesson was the be-
of belbg temporarily a member of theig‘innln';); of the émvement xwhich ham
RedCross family,(though not of the So- since grown to a systenmt which reduced
thety) domlolled in a beautiful villa iD | 4p. miserles of soldiers in the fleld to
the suburbs of Habana, which has been ! | . inweat posslble degree.
rented for the occupancy of Miss Clnra!' To Henrl Dunant, of Switzeriand.frst
lBu.rt.otl and her stafl during her stay Inloceurl‘cd the idea of the Red Croas—
Cuba; and from the honorable presl=1,p.+ 12" or forming p-rmanent socle-
dent himself, and from an excellent|,i.c among all natlons, to be bound to-
article ’!n The Literature of Philan- zether. by! solemn ngreemenl, SforNilie
threpy,” by Laura M. DO'?““IG' I have prevention of unnecessary suffering
ﬁ%j:ed WDRNOGRED ro.llm\ing Informa- during future millitary campalgns. He
y i was travellng Italy jn '59, when the
PI‘ODGIIYI s;_weaklnlg. ;hedREd Cross 16y e of Solferino occurred, and tak-
nulal asoclety, as it holds no r%gu]ul: Ing part in the care of the wounded,
meetings and has no electlon of otficers; was profoundly Impressed with the lack
it ia rather a confederation of the rellef of tacillties. Shortly afterwards he pub-
socleties of ull countrics. Ils gonerd) |jjupeq a littie book, called A Souvenir
Halllg'8.t0 QZIEL OLE ¢ condition ol} . gnifering,” descrihing the scenes he
the sick and wounded soldiers In time had witnesscd. The hnattles of the
|of war; but the speclal object of thely .0 campalgn were fresh In the
American branch is to relleve suffer-| .o ¢ ype people, and his vivid ple-
Inge ebeyer [ountt, npiong) pedplEc tures of the horrors of war, transiated

whatever nationality or calling.
) Into several languages, produced a wide
Though the Red Cross order = only 34 apread wsensation. The Internatiobat

years old, its operations already extend | e
over most of the eivilized world, and c?“,‘éj““?" ﬂ‘h Gg?'f\ﬂ{ in the asu'mtme':
forty nautions, enrolied under its banner, | ¢ alt LS Il de‘ r:lc result. Ex &=
have pledged themsslves to carry out nations, including all the great Huro-
its humane precepts. To understand | PERD POWers, except Russla.ﬂwere rep-
its spirit, one must glance back into 1'eaenleq,. and the celebrated “Treaty of
history. From the barbarous ages of | G¢teva’ was born. The century has
antiquity,down almost to our own time, prudu&‘ed nothing !_r.'nore heneﬂcentr.. tg'
the maintalning of natflonalitles and | 1t8 code marks the beginning of the
end of war. Never again will the

governments depended upon the inces- forcers of an enlightened country set out

1 of b
?::r:’nlr.n;lg‘lnn%‘%gsrglil‘];ih‘iﬁ;r:gmy ‘:;FB':‘ ito encounter battle and disense with the

tem supported by the state for the re. | accompaniment of a civll sanitary ser-

1 O e e St vice ag complete a8 money can supply.
bl::ﬂoe. o du:inng :lgecai\?;npi&:gn?é Never again will wounded sodlers he
wars, when FEurope's bravest and best | €t a‘s dn Inn.l:er. _ot é:uurse_ to m}ﬂ!:r
were being slain by thousands, no med- | Untended—to starve, die and decay on

0 t en W the field where .they fell; nor amateur
Ikc:c])\%:f] %'ipnléﬂ?o;e;fg:e golg{::i ‘f:_;;er: surgeons saw off limbs without an-
mere machine, and the most that kings | ¢stheties, Never more will the fallen

. lle in heat. or wet or frozen to the
and counclis were willing to grant him
was the glory of dying In the rervice|®arth, for lack of the flag of ftruce
of his country, The great change for which would make sn_te the rellef corps
the better 48 primarily due to the news. | B0INE 10 their resgue; nor will an am-
papers. When the English army set | Pulance, pleldng ita way among the
out for the Crimen a few war corres-dead and dying, risk heing fired on by
pondents went with them. The elimate | the victors who hold the fletd.
was deadly, the struggle mighty and In the Arst place, the treaty neutral-
desperate, After the first scene in that | izes all partr in their efforts at rellef.
trenzled carnlval of blood. the corres-!and hrires 1o the ald of the medical
pondent poured upoen Britain the awful {and hospital departments of arinles the
story of the suffering of her troops. |direct, organized and protected help of
One regiment wns quickly reduced from | the pecople. By its International ecode,
1.100 men to 20;another had only 10 able | all military hospltals under Its lag can
men for duty. Wounded soldiers lay | neither he attacked nor captured, and
where they chanced to be dropped hy|all the glck and wounded within them
their comrades when dragged from the | remain absolutely unmolested. Sur-
front, untended; unfed, suffering untold | geons, nurses. chaplains, attendants,
agony from festering wounds, Pesti-|and all non-combatants at a fleld, wear-
lence had its way unhindered, for the|ing the inslgnia of the Red Cross. are
overcrowded hospitals were little hetteri nrotected from eapture or Interferente
than dens of death. All these horrors ! with their work, wounded prisoners,
set forth by the newapaper correspond- | lying on a eaptured fleld, are dellvered
ents, stirred the heart of England to|to their own army, if degired. All sup-
its depths. Then, for the first time inlpfies deaigned for the sick or wounded
the world’s history, a system wa# Inau- | of elther army and bearing the sign of
gurated of voluntary clvil care of the|the Red Crosa, are protected and held
aick and wounded, to Rupplement that:pacred to their use, Convoys of wound-
of the milltary, Lord sydney Herbert, | ed, or prisoners in exchange, are safely
her gracious majesty's minister of war. | protected in transit, and cannot he
wrote to Florence Nightlngale, who' harmed without the breaking of an in-
was then In charge of a London hos- ! ternationnl treaty and all the serlous
pital, asking for ald. A tetter from!consequences that would follow. An-
her to Lord Sydney. begging permis-|other of its provisions ls that persons
slon to help, was already on it8 residing In the vielnity of battle about
way. The world 18 famillar to take place shall be notifled by the
with the story, of thls brave woman generale commanding both armies and




