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thus the indianaIndiani in factalitallpa nations havehate beenbeena
deceived imposed upon and injured througheth the
miselmischievousdevoVs efeffects of laiso splits yt

As we have noticed before the great difficulty
lays in the ignorance of the nature of spirits of
the lawslawa by which they are governed and the
sigala by which they may be known if it requires
thetha spirit of god to know the thingsfilings of god and
the spirit of the devil can only be unmasked

bugli that medium thentheu it follows asaas a natural
consequence that unlessidessu some person or persons
arite a communication or revelation from god
ulluilunfoldingfolding to them tiietile operation of spirit they
i nast eternally remain ignorant of these principles
torfor I1 contend that if one man cannot understand
these things but by tlethetie spirit of god ten thou-
sand men cannot it is alike out of the reach of
the wisdorridoryl of the learned tilethe tongue of the
eloquent and the power odtheof the mighty andeeand we
shall atitt last have to come to this conclusion what-
ever wave may think of revelation that without it
we cantan neither know nor understand anything of
god or tietlethe devil and however unwilling the
world may be to acknowledge thistills principle it is
evident from thetile multifarious creeds and notions
concerning this matter that they understand
nothing of this principle and it isiv equally as plain
that without a divine communication theyhey must
remain in ignorance thetile world always mistook
false prophets for true ones and those that were
sent of god they considered to be false prophets
and hence they killed stoned and im-
prisoned

m
the true prophets and they had to hidebide

themselves 11 iiiin deserts and dens and cavescaws of
the earth and althoualthonalthoughh the most honorablehono raulerabla men
of thetha earth they Canisbanishedlied them from theirtheli
ssocietydochety as vagabonds whilst they cherished hon-
ored and supported knaves vagabonds hypocrites
imimpostersimpostorsposters and the basest of men

A man must haehave the discerning of spiritsspirit as
we before stated to understand these ti lings and
howbow is hebe to obtain this gift ifir there are no gifts
of the spirit and how can these gifts be obtained
without revelation 11 christ ascended into hea-
ven

hea-
vert and gave gifts to men and lie gave some
apostles and somesomi prophets and some evangelists
and some pastorsmastors and teachers aridand how were
apostles prophets pastors teachers and evangel-
ists chosen by prophesy revelation anddd by
laying on of hands by a divine communicationcomma
and a divinely appointed bordinatardi w coce through the
medium of the priesthood organized accordingaccord ng to
the order of god by divine appointment thetho
apostles in ancient times held thetile keys of this
priesthood of the mysteries of the kingdom of
god ardaad consequently were enabled to unlock
and unravel all things pertaining to tiletiie govern-
ment of the church the welfare of society the
future destiny of men and the agency power
and influence of spirits for theythey could control
them at pleasure bid them depart in lleileliehe name of
jesus and detect their mischievous andarid mysteri-
ous operations when trying to palm themselves
upon the church in a religious garb and militate
against the interest of the church and the spread
of truth we read that they I1 cast out devils in
the name of jesus and when a woman peeps
ingin the spirit of divination cried before builuilul and
silasilasas I1 these are the servants of the most highgod that show unto us thetiie way of salvation
they detected the spirit and although shesho
favorably of them paul commanded the spirit to
come out of her and saved themselves from thetile
opprobrium that might have been heaped upon
their heads through anun alliance with her in the
development of her wicked principles which
they certainly would have been charged with ifit
they hadbad not rebuked the evil spirit

A power similar to this existed through the
medium of the priesthood iuin different ages moses
could detect the magicians power and shew that
lie was gods servant hahe knew when he was
upon the mountain through revelation that
israel was empimpengageded in idolatry lie could develop
the sin of korah and abiram detect
witches and wizards in their proceeding and
point out the true prophets of the lord joshua
knew howflow to detect the man who hd stolen the
wedewed e of gold and the garmentg arment micbic
halah could point out the falsefaise spirit by which the
four hundred prophets were governed and arbisif his
advice had been taken many lives woud have
been spared 2 chronicles elijah elishaellsha
isaiah jeremiah ezekiel and many other pro-
phets possessed thisthin power our savior the
apostles and even thetha members of the church
were endowed withnith this gift for says paul I1 co-
rinthiansrinthians xiii 41 to one isis giveng ven the gift of tonguestongued
to another the interpretation of tongues to an-
other the working of miracles to another pro-
phesy to another the discerning of spirits 11 all
thasethese proceeded from the saniesinies spirit of god and
were thetha gifts of god the Lephesian church
were enabled by this principle is to try those that
said they wereivere apostles aidald werawere notfiot and found
them liars revelations ii 2

in tracing the thing to tiievie found and
looking at it Pailophilosophically we shall find a very
materia difference between tiletilo body and the
spirit thetho body is supposed to be organizedorganicd
matter andind the spirit by many is thought to be
immaterial without substance with this latter
staestacstatementment we should beg leave to differ and state
that spirsilisis a substance that it is material but
that it is moremora pure elasticclastic and refined matter
than the body that it existed before tilethe body
can exist in thetha body and willwiil exist separate fromiromthe body when the body witwi be illin
the dust and will in thotha resurrection bobe again
united with it

withoutut attempting to describe this mysterious
and the lawsjaws that govern the body

and spirit of man their to each other
and thetile design of god in to thetha hcrmanlitman
body and aritspiritprit I1 would just remark that the
spirits of men arera eternalebern if that they are governed
by the sainesamebame priestpriesthoodlood that abraham
and the apostlespostlesft werewera that they aheate organizedpd
accordingec to that priesthood which is everlasting

without beginning of dayscays or end of years I1
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that they all move in ththeirir res iiii ana
tiraree gogovernedvernei by the law 0f gd that whencheneytipetirey
appear upon 1the earth thy are in a abawinnaryar
state alidaridand are pieprepreparingparing I1if righteous fora filifuturetire
indand greater glory that ahe spirits of good- engoodmenmen
cannot interfere with the wicked beyond their
prescribed bounds for 11 michael the archangel
dared not bring a railing accusation against the
devil but said I1 theuhe lord rebuke thee satan

it would seem also that wicked miritsspirits have
their bounds limits and laws by uhwhich they are
governed or controlled and know their future
destiny hence those that were in the maniac
said to our savior is art thou come to torment us
before oethe time and when Satan presented him-
self bufore the lord among the sons of godgodfgody he
said that he came from going to and fro illin the
earth and from wandering up and down ioin it
and helie is emphatically called the prince of the
power of the air and it is very evidenevievldedaderi that they
possess a power that none but those who have
the priesthood can concontrolscontroltrolasras we have before ad-
verted to in the case of the sons of scevaseeva

havinghasing said so much upon general principles
without referring to the pecullarpeculiar situation power
andhud influence of the magmagimagiciansclanniciano of egypt the
wizards and witches of the jews the oracles of
the heathen their necromancers soothsayers
and asiroastroastrologerslowerslovers tiletilo maniacs or those possessed of
devildevils in ilethe apostles days we will notice and
try to detect so far as we have the scriptures for
our aid some few instances of the development
of false spirits in more modern limes and in this
our day

the 11 french prophets were possessed 0ofo a
spirit that deceived they existed in divaris and
dauphiny in great numbers in the year 1688
there were many boys and girls from seven to
twenty five they hadbad strange fits as in trem
illinbeingsgsandandend fara inlingsings which made them tt retch out
thel legs and arms as in a swoon they remained
awhileahl in trances and coming out of them uttered
all that came in their mouthsmonths see bucks theol-
ogical dictionary

now god never had any prophets that acted ina
this way there was nothing indecorous in the
proceeding of the lords prophets in any age
neither hadbad the apostles nor prophets in the
apostles day anything of this kind paul says
11 ye may all prophesy one by one and if any
thing be revealed to another let tilethe first holdfield his
peacepence for the spirit oftie prophets is subject to the
prophets but hereliere we find that the prophets are
subject to the spirit and falling down have

and paintingsfain tings through the influ-
ence otof that spirit beinbeing entirely under its con-
trol paul let everythingevery thing be done decently
and inia order but here we fiddfind tilethe greatest dis-
order and indecency in the conduct of both menmet
and women as above described the same rule
would apply to the fallingsfailings
shaking auciand trances of many of our modern re

lists
johanna Southe ott professed to be a prophetess

and wrote a book of prophecies in 1604 shesha be-
came the founder of a people that are now extant
she was to bring forth in a placepiece appointed a
son that was to be the messiah which thing has
failed independent of this however where do
we read of a woman that was the founder of a
church in the word of god paul told the wo-
men init his day 11 to keep silence inla the church
and that if they wished to know anything to ask
their husbands at home he would not summersuffer a
woman to rule or to usurp authority in the
church but hereliere we find a woman the founder
ofor a church the revelator audand duldeguide the alpha
and omega contrary to all acknowledged rule
principle and order

Jemijemimahmalimaii wilkinson was another prophetess
that figured larlargelyelyelx in america in the last cen-
tury she stated that she was taken sick ardandald
died and that her soul went to heaven where it
still continues soon after her body was reaul
mated with the spirit and power of christ upon

luchinch she setupset up as a public teacher and declared
she had an immediate revelation abw the scrip-
tures positively assert that christ is the first
fruit afterwards those that are christichrists at idslles com-
ing then cometh the end but jemimah ac-
cordingcoricord dg to hertier testimony died and rose again
before the time mentioned in the scriptures the
idea of her soul being in heaven while lierher body
was oilon earth is also preposterous when god
breathed into mans nostrils lie became a living
soulsoui before that he did not live and when that
was taken away his body died and so did our
savior when the spirit left the body nor did illshis
body live untilunil his spirit returned in the power of
his resurrection butbat mrs Wilkinwilkinsonssons soul life
was in heaven and her body without the soul or
life on earth living without the soul or with-
out life

thetha Irving ites areara a people that have counter-
feitedfe cited the truth perhaps the nearest of any of our
modern sectarianssectarians thythoy commenced about ten
years ago inin the city of01 london in england
they have churches farmedformed in various parts of
england and scotland arldand some few in upper
calacaiacanadaI1 d a vrr irving their founder was a learned
and talented minister of the church of scotland
helie was a great loylogicianician and a powerful orator
but withal wild andnd enthusiastic in his views
11movingoving in the higher circles and possessing talent
and zeatzeal placed him in a situation to become a
cconspicuous character and to raiseralso up a society
similar to that which is called after his name

the have apostapostleslesi prophets pastors
teachers evangelists and angels they profess
to have the gift of tongues and the interpretation
of tongtonguesmes and in some few instancesiustances to the gift
of healing

ththe first prophetic spirit that was manmanifestedbested
was in some missmisa campbells that mr irvin met
with while on a journey in scotland theythes had
what isis termed among their sicto 11 utterancess

which were evidently of a supernatural agency
mr

irvinirving fallingtailing into the common error of con-
sideringsiderisi a allail11 rusupernaturalpernatural maillemahiremanifestationsstations to be of
god tooktool them to london with liimhim and intro-
duced them into his church

they therethe e v n las ahelielle pioph esses
0 godard whenh theyhe spoke arr ananyy
otol01 illliihis keep silence64 tiletine were
peculiarly wrought uponupon before the cowdrecongregationdoll
and had strange utterances uttered withalth allan nnun
natural shrill voice and with thrilling
they frequently made use ofor a few broken uncon-
nected sentences that were amba incoher-
ent and at other limes they
were more clearly understood they would frefro

oatout there Is iniquity thereTherelsoisis
iniquity andandarmr irving has been led under
thetile influence of thi charge to fall down upon his
knees before the congregation and to con-
fess his sin not knowing whether hahe had sinned
nor wherein nor whether lleilethelie thing referred to
diniroor somebody else duringdaring these operations
the bodies of the persons speaking were power-
fully wrought upon their countenances were
distorted they had frequent twitch ingslugs in their
hands and the whole system was powerfully con-
vulsed at intervals they sometimes however it
is supposed spoke in correct tongues aridand bad
true interpretations

under thothe influence of this spirit the church
was organized by these women apostapostleslealeq pro-
phets ac were soon called and a systematic
order of things introduced as aboveaboyo mentioned
A mr baxter afterwards one of the principal
prophets upon going into one of their meetingsmeet
bys 11 1I saw a power manifested and thought
that it was thetho power of god and asked that it
might fall upon mearpei it did so and I1 began to pro-
phesy eight or nine years ago they had about
sixty preachers going through thothe streets of lon-
don testifying that london was to be the place
where the 41 two witnesses spoken ofor by john
were to prophesy that they the church and
the spirit were the witnesses and that at the end
of three years and a half there was to be an earth-
quake and great destruction and our saviorsaylor was
tot come their apostles were called together at
the appointed time watching the event but jesus
did not come and the prophesy was then ambi-
guously explained away they frequently had
signs ggiveniven them by thothe spirit to prove to them
that what was manifested to them should take
place mr bixter related an impression that he
had concerning a child it was manifested to
him that he should visit the child and lay hands
upon jtit and that it should be healed and to
prove to him that this was of god liehe should meet
his brother in a certain place who should speak
unto him certaincerlancertan words his brother addressed
him precisely in the way and manner that the
manifestation designated the sign took place
but when he laid his hands upon the child it did
not rfcoverrecover I1 cannot vouch for the authority
of the last statement as mr baxter at that time
had left the Irvingites but it is iuill accordance with
many of their proceedings and the thing never
has been aftemattemptedted to be denied

it may bobe where is there any thing in
all this that is wrong

illihl the churchchureh was organized by women
and god placed in thetile church arstfirst apostles
secondarily prophets11 and not first ownen but
mr irving placed in his church first women
secondarily apostles and the church was founded
and organized by them A woman has po right
to found or organize a church god never sentcent
them to do it

ad those women would speak lain the midst
of a meeting and rebuke mr irvingtrying or any of
the church liowtiowow the scripture positively says

thou shall not rebuke an elder but entreat
him as a father not only this but they fre-
quently accused the brethren thus placing them-

i selves in the seat of satan who is emphatically
called 11 the accuser oforthethe brethren

ad mr baxter received the spirit on asking
for it without attending to thetile ordinances and
bewanbean11

to propprophecybecy whereas the scriptural way of
attaining the gift of tilellie holy ghost is by baptism
and by laying on of hands

ath As we have stated in reregard
11
ard to others

the spirit of the prophets is subject to the pro-
phets but those prophets were subject to the
spirits the spirit controlling their bodies at plea-
sure

but it may be asked howbow mr bixterbuxter could get
a signeign from a second person to this we would
ananwer that mr baxDaxbaxters brother was under thehe
influence of the same spirit as himself and being
subject to that spirit liehe could be easily made to
speak to mr baxter whatever the spirit should
dictate but there was not power inthe spirit to
heal tilethe child

again it may be asked howbow it was that they
could speak in tongues if they were of the devil
we would answer that theythey could be mademode to
speak itin another tongue as well as their own as
they were under the control of thathat spirit and the
devilcevil caircaty tempt the the turk the jew
or any other nation and if these men were under
the influence of hhhis spirit they of course could
speak hebrew latin greek ItalitaiitalienI1talitailianirnn dutch or
any other language that the devil knew

some will faypay try the spirits by thefordthe word
41 every spirit that confes seth that jesus christ is
come in the flesh is of god andarid every spirit that
confes seth not that jesus christ is come in the
flesh is not of god john iv 2 3 one of the
Irving ites once quoted this passage whist under
the influence of a spirit and then said 11 1I confess
that jesus christ is come in the desh and yet
these prophecies failed their messiah did not come
and the great things spoken of by them have
fallen to the groundaround what is the matter here
did not th Apostlepostlepostie speak the truth certainly
he did bbutu t liehe spoke to a people whoeho were under
the penalty of death the moment they embambembracedaced
christianity and no one without a knowledge of
thetife fact would confess it and expose themselves
to death andarid tim was consequently given as a
criterion to the church or churches to which john
wrote but the devil on a certain occasion cried
out I1 know thee who thou art the 11 bolyholy one
of godi here waswms a frank acknowledgment
under other ctcircumstances that 11 jesus haidhadd come
in tilethe flesh on another occasion the devil said

61 ahad lffesus we I1tabioc 6w of course
cacomeine iciln memann nornorses 0of men without
thetile regularregular constituteld3 authorities theariethe prie th0 od
and or true from falsetalie
spirits this power the possessed infit the apostles
day but it has departed from the world for ages

tilethe church of jesus christ otof lulatter
i

day
saints havehare aloalso had their false spirits andaud as it is
made up of all those different sects professing
every variety of cpopinionhilou and having been under
the influence of so many kinds of spirits it is not
to be wondered at if there should be found
amongst us false spirits

soon after the gospel was established in kirtl-
and and duringdurin the absence of tilethe authorities of
the church many false spirits wherewere introduced
many stange visions were seenbeen and wild enthu-
siastic notions were entertained men run ouiout of
doors under the influence of this spirit and some
of them got upon tilethe stumps of freestrees aud slisllshouted
and all kinds of extravagancies wrewere enentered into
by them one man pursued a ballbal that he saidsaiasa I1id lieha
saw flflyinggilgi

1in thelielle air until liehe came to a precipice
when he jumpedu duped into the top of a tree which
saved his life and many ridiculousrid culous things were
entered into calculated to bring disgrace upon tilethe
church of godGO to causecausa the spirit of god jobepobeobe
withdrawn andarid to uprootu and destroy those glori-
ouson I1 principles which add been developed for the
salvation of the human family but when theilie
authorities returned the spirit was made mani-
fest those members that were exercised withetli it
were tried for their fellowship and those that
would not repent and forsake it were cut OXoff

at a subsequent period a shaker spirit veisiwaswas on
the point of being introduced and at another timotime
the methodist and presbyterian falling downdo wikwil
powerpower butut the spirit was rebuked and put down
and those who would not submit to rule and good
order were ped we have also hadbad
brethren and sisters who bavehave had the gift ofor
tonguestongued falsely they would speak in a muttering
unnatural voice and their bodies be distorted like
the irvIrvng ites before alluded p whereas there is
nothing unnatural in the fcperit of god A cir-
cumstancecum stance of this kind took place inIII upper cana-
da but was rebuked by the presiding elder an-
other acomanawo moanroan near the same place professed
to have the discerning of spirits and began to
accuse another sister of filings that she was not
guilty of which she saidsald she knew was so by the
spirit but was afterwards proven to be false she
placed herself in the capacity of the accuser of
the bybrethrenethren 1 audand no person through the discern-
ingrig of spirits canpan bring a charge against another
they must be pioproprovenen guilty by positive evidence
or stand

there have also been ministering angels in thetho
church which were of satan appearing as an
angelofangelaugel of fightdight A sister in the state of newNev york
had a vision who said it was tod her that if shebhe
would go to a certain place in thethy woods an angel
would appear to0 her shephe went at the appointed
time and saw a glorious personage descending
arrayed in white with sandy colored hair he
commenced and told her to fear god andraidandaudbaidbaldsaidbad
that her husband was called to do great things
but that liehe must notcot go more than one hundred
miles from home or he would not return where-
as god had calelcaliel him to go to the ends odthe
earth and he has since been moremora than one thou-
sand

ou
miles from home and is yet alive manynanyahany

true thingsfilings were spoken by this personageper andind
many things that were faisefalse how it may be
asked was this knownku own to be a bad anangegel by the
colorcolor of his hair that is one of the signs ahat
he can be known by and by his contycontradictinga a
former revelation

we have also had brethren and sisters that have
hahadhaid written revelations and llavehave started forward
to lead this church such was a young doyin in
kirtland isaac russel of missouri and Gladgiadglattlegladdenilitle
bishop andarid oliver olney of nauvoo the boy
ia13 mynow living with illshis parents who have sub-
mitted to the lawsjaws of the church mr russell
stayed in farfur west from whence be was to kgo0 to
the rocky mountains led by three NepNephihitesfestes but
the Nephites never came ardat d his friends forsook
hamallhihimmailmaiimallallali but some of his blood relations who lavehave
since been nearly destroyed by the mob mr
bishop was tried by the lighagh council hisln 3 papers
examined condemned and burned and liehe cutcutoffpar

the church he acknowledged he justice orthe
decision and said 11 that liehe now saw hisbig error for
ifit he had been governed by the revelations given
before hebe might have known that nodo man wasstoto
write revelations for hefile church but joseph
smith and begbeggeded to be prayed for and forgiven
by the brethren mr efney has also been tried
by the high council and ped be-
cause liehe would not have his writings tested by
the word efof god evidently proving thathat lie loves
darkness rather than light because his deeds are
evil
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