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and upnecessary, and follows after the
fashions of the world, so wanting in
comfort, I consider that we are very
foclish and unwise,

This people are required to come out
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from Babylon and from the wicked.
They may say:

‘¢« Have we not done go0? We
have left our fathers, mothers, sis-
ters, brothers, our uncles and aunts, our

For one I shall take the rebuke of | homes and comforts, or our poverty,

Bro. Snow; I really
us, and the coat fits so perfectly
cannot help wearing it. I will appeal
to my breithren and sisters tosee if it
will fit them. I do not wish to cast
any reflections on any
beloved brother frem St. George will
stand up
see who is the best dressed, and who

think it belongs

one, but if my #

beside me, you will be able to |

to | and have gathered with the BSaints to | people together.
that I | build up Zion.”

This 1s all true; but still we are by no
meaus free from the traditions and cus-
toms of Babylon, We hear a sister
say:

“I want to send to New York to get |

the fashions;"” or, *'I want a dress or a
bonnet made;' or, ‘I want to get a dress

has the most foreign gooeds on; if he does
not wear as much as ldo I am mistaken,
I generally wear clothof my own make,
but I am not doing 8o to-day, I have on
a coat that was given me. But I must
say that the rebuke is just; it comes in
good time., Letus receive and profit
by it. There is a great deal in it, as
you will see, if you reflect. Bro. Snow
“says he is one of the two first men that
get their feet in this valley; and he has
a right to rebuke, guide, direct and
teach us, and to give that instruction
which is necessarv to make the peop e
of this and the other valleys acceptable
to the Lord. I am happy to hear from

him and the rest of my brethren that | have a fashion to suit myself, and I’

their whole hearts are engaged, and, 1
may say, their hands too, for his are in
trying to sanctify and purify the people
and make them in reality what they
profess to be,—namely, Saints of the
Most High, and to make them one in
building up Zion and in bringing forth
salvation and deliverance to all the in-
habitants of the earth.

This is a matter of reflection with a
great many. BrotherSnow talks about
our enemies and about the wicked we
have in our midst; also about our
friends, neighbors and relatives. I can
say that if our friends and our enemies
and the world of mankind knew what
we are actually doing, in the Lord, they
never would raise their hands or voices
against us while they lived; no, never!
It is hidden from them; they do not see
it. They cannot see it,unless the Spirit
of the Lord reveals it to them. Wae are
laboring fo® the rédemption of the hu-
man family. Let anybody leok at it,

’r

nal life, or even a desire for life ever-
lasting;let them examine for themselves
and learn what the Latter-day Saints
are doing.

We say, the ancients said, and the
whole Christian world say, that Christ
died for the sins of the world. All who
believe in the New Testament believe
that Jesus will do what His apostles
said He would and what He himself
promised—that is, to save all the child-
ren of men in a kingdom of glory, light,
purity, laaw?ineaa, peace, delight and
comfort. hom will He save? How
many will He save? Every son and
daughter of Adam and Eve, except
those who sin against the Holy Ghost;
they will become angels of the devil.
this is the promise of the Bavior; and
this is the work we are engaged in if we
are what we profess, believe and think
we are,—namely the people that God
has called upon to come out from Baby-
lon and separate ourselves from sinners
and from sin. ‘We are laboring with
the Savior to accomplish the work of
redemption for the human family,
and to bring them into glory, or else
we are doing nothing, Do the people |
of the world see this? Can they see it?
No; not unless they have eyes,—eyes to
see, and then see.

Although the Latter-day Saints are
called to such a high and important
mission, we have many foolish customs
and habits existing amongst us.  While
beholding this, we, on the other hand,
can also behould the sincerity of the
people. Look at their sacrifices! Is i1
nof a spectacle to behold the Latter-da)
Saints gathering from all parts of the
earth—for we have them here from al-
most every nation under heaven—fm
the sake of heing with those who are
building up Zion? Yet if we view our-
selves as 1u a HE' we find that maun)
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of us indulge foolish fashions and
customs, and feelings which are
worse than thécut of a coat or the
shape of a bonnet. I do not conside
that the coat makes any difference i1
realh;y. I do not consider that it makes
any difference with regard to the love o
trath in the heart of a lady whethes
she has three straws aud a ribbon o1
her head or whether she has a corn-fan

as we used to call the old fashioned bon-
nets. Buat, still, when the heart cling:
tfo these things that are so perishable

. - i
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from New York or Paris or London,
and I want to see the fashions.”

‘“‘Sister, do you take the fashion mag- h

azines?”

‘“Yes, I take them, for I want to see
how to have a skirt cut, or the waist of
my dresseuf, or how to have this over-
garment cut, made and trimmed.”’

Now, instead of being influenced and
controlled by the follies and fashions of
the world, asensible lady Would say:

““Who cares what other folks wear?
I have just as good judgment and taste
as any lady who lives in New York,Lon-
don or Paris. My taste suits me, my
judgment will answer for me and 1 will

will cut and make my garment for my
comfort, beauty, and excellence, and I
will dress according to my own taste;
I ecare nothing about the fashions of the
world.”

This would be in sccordance with
the dictates of good seuse and consistent
with the instincts of a true lady. 1 do

not mean those female loafers Brother |

Snow has been talking about, who are
so useless; who think of mnothing but
riding, or patrolling the streets, for the
sake of displaying their dresses or their
fine bonnets, while their children, if
they have any, are perhaps at home in
the dirt, uncared for, unwashed in the
morning, and ranning the streets, with
uobody to teach them their letters. I do
not call such characters ladies. A real
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Yes, every person who believes the Bi-
ble acknowledges that. Well, is God
coming here to build our houses and
temples, to make our streets, or set out
our orchards and vineyards? O, no,
we do not expect that. Is He going to
send His angels here to perform this
labor? No, I rather think not. 1 have
not yet learned any such thing. Then
how will He build up Zion? He will
build up His Zion by gatbering His
Suppose the people
believe the gospel, and, when they
gather together, bring Babylon with
them, are they gathered from Babylon?
| No, they are not; they are only gathered
from one part of it to another,

There is a great work to be donein
building up Zion on the earth in the
latter days. I know very well that our
enemies do not believe that we are build-
ing up Zion.
Why? Because they are helping to es-
tablish this Zion. Shall I say they are
doing all they can? No; they are doing
a little, but they do not Enow it; they
are fulfilling the prophecies,butthey do
vot understand it. Do you suppose the
enemies of God’s kingdom would fulfil
the prophecies if they knew they were
fulfilling them? No, I think not. 1
| know they say they are not the enemies
of God or righteousness; but, if they are

ness? If they are not the enemies of
(God, why not obey His commands? If
they are not the enemies of truth and
peace, and to all the blessings that per-
tain to the holy gospel, which make
men and women pure in heart and pure
in their lives, why do they not prac-
tice the principles of that gospel? Do
we not know men by their works and
deeds? Is not a tree known by the
fruitit bears? They say they delight in
righteousoess and feel to promote it, but
they never do it. They say they bear
beautifal fruit, but when it is plucked iv
is sour and bitter to the taste. All peo-

the fruits thereof. I think that is the
way that the Lord has said He will
judge the people of the nations of the
| 'earth,

TheLord has spoken to the whole world
of mankind through His servant Joseph

lady should possess all the refinement | Smith, the Prophet; He has sent forth

and good behavior necessary in good

society; she should

the words of eternal life to the whole

ss all the| worldso far as they would receive them.

knowledge of things pertaining to the | If there is a few who have hearkened
cares of life devolving upon her in her | to the still small voice, a few who have
even our most bitter enemies, and all | sphere as a woman:—how to take care | lent a listening ear to'the whisperings
who have any hope of eternity or eter- | of herchildren, to keep her house clean | of the Spirit of God, and have gathered

and Jike a little
s, make bre

alace, how to make | out from the wicked, they do not want
¢ook, cleanse the | Babylon in their midst. The question

cooking utensils,—and in addition toall | may arise,

this she should be wirtuous, and should

knowledge of God. All these qualifica-
tions are necessary for alady, butsuch
things are disregarded to a very great
extent now-a-days, espezially in fash-
jonable life, among those who are styled
ladies. |

A young man thinks he would like to
get married, and baving selected a
young lady whom he thinks he would
like for a partner, he says:

“] have some idea of entering the
matrimonial state, and, having ob-
served you for some time, I think I
would like to make a proposition to you
with that end in view. Can you milk
a cow?"’

“Oh, no, I never milked in my life.”

“Can you make bread?” ot

“Oh, no, my mother or the hired girl
does that.”

‘“*Cau you make your bed?”

“I never made a bed in my life.”

“Can you wash dishes?"’

‘“Well, really, my hands don’t look
as though they had been in the dish
water.”’

The young man is discouraged; he
looks forward to life. Says he:

‘“We have to eat and drink; we want
a good bed to sleep on, a good house to
live in, good food for our bodies and I
am looking forward to know how to ob-
tain these articles, and I say to this
young lady can you do these things and
help me to gain a livelibhood, and gain
knowledge for ourselves, bring up a
family of children and give them a good
education?”’ -

When a young gentleman finds there
is no prospect for these things he leaves
in disgust. This is the condition of the
world to-day—with a few exceptions, in
the higher ranks who have means—
everybody, especially the female por-
tion of society, seems to be anXxious to
obtain means to spend without labor.

The Latter-day Saints are called to
something else; they are-called to build
up the Kingdom of God, and every pers
son who has read the 0ld and New Tes:
taments, and believes them, can easily
understand that the performance of that
work involves a great amount of labor,
Is Zion to be bhuilt up on this earth?

How do you know you do not; have

| strive continually to serve and obtain a | you tried it?. ' Yes we have, and to our

‘We have prnmuted the inter-
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| fed and clothed them; we have made
ourselves poor by giving them our
money, and they have used that means
to destroy us. Would they do it again?
Yes, they would do it again and again,
if we weuld permit them. But, saying
nothing of tga past, the time has now
come for us to say we will build up the
kingdom of God,and build up the kiug-
| doms of this world no more. Is there
any treason in this? No. Anything
contrary to the Constitution of our
Government? No. Is it contrary to
any of the laws of our country? Noj it
is not. I can go and trade with James,
my friend, just as well as to go to Mr.
Jones’ store. 1 say, -

“Friend James, I wish to do my tra-
ding with you, and I shall send my or-
| ders to your store.”’ _

James says to Joseph, ‘‘Joseph, if
thou wilt do thy trading with me, I
will do well by thee.”

80 they mutually agree, and Joseph
trades with James, and buys all his
goods at James’ store, and there is no
harm in it. He is not obliged to go to
the store of a Catholie, Presbyterian,
Methodist, Baptist, Universalian, or in-
fidel, or anywhere else; but he can trade
| with James only, if he pleases, because
he is his friend, and theré is no sin nor
| harm in it whatever.

Is there any evil in the Latter-day
Saints trading with one another? Ob,
no, not the least; but ‘it is impolitic”
some will ery; ‘‘it is not, policy for you
to shut youselves up in this manner,
you should not be so isolated and ex-
clusive in your dealings.” 1 say we

20 in the past. We bhave made scores
of merchants rich in this city who never
dared tell the truth about us; but when
lies came along they would sanctiop
and foster them, and they do the same
to-day. There are men here in our
midst to-day who tell that which is as
false as false can,_be with regard to the
character of this peojle, They court
contention and discord and alienation
of feeling. Is this righteous?

I am really glad of it.

not,why do they not practice righteous~ |

ple will be judged by their works and |
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| Wedonot want Babylon in our midst,
do we? If we are the people that
we say and believe we are, we never
{should do another deed to foster
Babylon in our midst, Is there
any barm in this? 1 ean not see
that there is? I have the liberty of
trading, dealing and doing just as and
where 1 please,as far as I can,if I trans-
gress no law and do not infringe upon
the rights of any of my fellowbeings.
This is the law of liberty. All things,
says the Apostle, are yours: height,
length, depth and breadth; every glory
and every blessiug and privilege; every
power that you can imagine is yours,
provided you do not infringe upon the
rights of others. This is the liberty of
the gospel, 1Is thereany harm inlivin
thus? There would be no harm that
can see if my sisters were called upon
here to form themselves into a society
and make a covenant to make their
head dresses of material that grows in
the country. In the fair that has just
been held I saw some hats and bonnets
made of straw throughout; there was
no foreign or imported n aterial used
in them, and they were the handsomest
and most lovely and delicate I saw
there. I can recollect when straw trim-
ming first came into fashion, They
seat from KEngland to Massachusetts,
and would pay four prices for bonnets
that were trimmed with straw alone.
Why not wear such bonnets now? Has
it become less beautiful, or has it less
lastre than it had forty, fifty or sixt
years ago? Then why is it not worn?
It is not fashionable. That is a ve
silly word to say, very silly word indeed.
How short-sighted we are to say ‘‘it
is not fashionable!”” = 'Why, the fashion
is whatever we are disposed to make it;
we can make the fashion just to please
ourselves, IfI am disposed to wear a
hat with a brim twe and a half inches
wide, that is my fashion as long as I
continue to wear it, and it is just as
good as to call it after any other name.
It is so with boots, hats, bonnets or
dresses. Ifa dressis made, possessing
some peculiarity, and is called after a
queen or some fine lady, it is fashiona-
ble, and others must copy sfter it just
on that account. What folly! ave

ests of the wicked in our midst; wehave | P

should be strictly so; we have not been

wenot minds? Has not God endowed
us with all the qualifications to think
and judge what is good for ourselves, as
well as anybody elge in the world? He
has. All the attributes that we read of
Him possessing are in mankind; we see
them. They are developed more or
less. Why not usetheseattributes, and
think and say that our own fashions
are as good as anybody else’s?

Suppose we should ask our sisters if
they will covenant and agree to make
their own head dresses out of material
roduced here!  'We are raising silk,
and if the ladies do not Enow how to
make ribbons, our silkweavers do; the
raw material is on hand in abundance,
and they ean go to work and weave silk
ribbons enough for the ladies to cover
themselves. We are capable of making
any kind we please, and we can certain-
ly make the straw. Suppose you ask
the brethren if they will wear a good,
substantial home-made straw hat in
warm weather. 'Would there be any
harm in it? No. How much woulds it
save this community if the ladies and
gentlemen were to wear home-made
head-dresses for twelve months to come?
Have you any idea what it would save?
Do you think it would be a thousand
dollars? If it were no more,a thousand
dollars would bring out ten, twelve or
fifteen poor Baints, with what they
could do for themselves, Say we savea
thousand dollars, that would help te
emigrate some poor Saints. Ifwesaved
ten thpusand, that would emigrate a
hundred perhaps, with what they could
do for themselves. If we do this, it
would help to relieve suffering creatures .
who would lick the dust off our feet to
have the privilege that we have to-day.
Hundreds and thousands ofthem would
crawl on their hands and knees to this
house and lick the dust where we
walked to enjoy the privilege we enjoy
to~day. Do we esteem it? Do we rea-
lize whereand who we are? Do we
realize our position before God: and
angels? Think of these things! Now,
brethren and sisters, suppose we say
that we will make our own head dress-
es, and savea hundred thousand dollars
annually, and with that amount feed
the hungry, clothe the naked and put
in the possession of those poor, ignorant
ones who come here the knowledge how
to live,teach them from good books, what
the world is, what God is; would not
this be infinitely better than to waste
our means for the gratification ot vanity
and fashion? |

I may ask again, are we obliged to
import? Is it the law of the Jand that
we shall purchase our goodg here in this




