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occupied a central position between
them, being lashed to the timber, and
thus prevented froni sinking. Secured
in this manner all the people after de-
ciding to make their way to Tahiti if
possible, left the capsized vessel at 6
o'clock on a Friday evening, the cap-
sizing having occurred in the morning
A woman's shaw| fastened to a short
stick or paddle which was raised from
the rait served the purpose ol a satl, the
canvass taken from the schooner having
been used to wrap around the hoat.
Being exposed to the mercy of wind and
waves, the unique ralter was kept head-
ing in the direction of Tahiti for three
days, but as the wind was cobtrary, that
isiand was about as far ofl at the end ot
that time as when they startedout. The
wind blowing in the direction ot Rurutu,
it was now decided to change course
and head for that island and atter suffer-
ing terribly from want of food and wa-
ter, a singﬂ: box of oranges being the
only eatables secured trom the schooner,
Rurutu was finally reached on the Satur-
day, just eight days Irom the time of the
shipwrecking. As the raft was thrown
vio?ently against the reef, all the people
were cast into the sea, but they had
strength enough left to swim to shore,
and thus they were all saved. [Che peo-
ple of Rurutu treated the unfortumate
navigators with great kindness, and af-
ter recuperating for several days, they
were laken back on another vessel to
their own island, Tubaai. As an appre-
ciation ot bravery and true merit, Cap-
tain Teuira was subsequently awarded a
gold medal by the French government,
of which he appears to be justly proud.

Tuesday, February 18th  Early in the
morning the island of Kaukura was seen
straight ahead, and we were making
good speed towards it when the wind
suddenly died out and left us drifting
helplessly at sea. About noon, however,
a breeze sprang up which enabled us to
reach that particular motu or part ol
Kaukura which is known as Raitahiti
where some of the people are located
temporarily to gather and dry cocoanuts
for the markets. At 2 o'clock p. m,,
the ship boat was launched and Elder
Cutler and I lapded together with a
part of the crew who were going to
work with the cobra. The passage over
the reet at this point is a dangerous one,
and several accidents have happened of
late both to men and boats, but the
weather being good, we got safely in.
On landing we met a number of natives,
who greeted us warmly and invited us
into une of their huts, where we were
glven cocoanut milk to drink. We then
engaged in long conversations with
some of the leading men present,
among whom were Tetuarere who pre-
sides over the Josephite organization on
the istand of Kaukura, Elder Cutler
talked a long time to the people who
gathered to see us, and they all seemed
very much pleased with what they heard,
and when we lelt, they presented us
with two baskets ot cocoanuts and two
live chickens, We returned to the ship
after sundown.

The island of Kaukura is twenty.six
miles long from northwest to southeast
and ten miles broad on an average. Iis
west point is in latitude 15°337 south,
longitude 146°350 west, and about 195
miles northeast of Tahiti. It has a boat
entrance mnear the northwest end.
About 200 tons of cobra is exported irom
the island per year. The lagoen also
abound with pearls, but it is closed at

preseat. Among those Eider Cutler
and I met on shore the two white traders
of the island, one {Peter Peterson) was
a Shaleswick Dane, the other (George
Richmond) an American from the State
ot Massachusetts. No schooner or other
vessel from Tahiii having called fora
long time, the island had been short of
provisions for over two monthsg, and
even the traders asserted that they bad
been without bread for three weeks.
All the flour consumed here is imported
from San Francisco, and is sold by the
local traders at the rate of seven Chilian
dollars per 100 pounds, Mr Richmond
has.married a native wife with whom he
has twelve children. The other man
sitnply lives with a native woman.

Wednesday, February 1¢th. The
shipping of cobra was continued from
yesterday, and it took all day before the
crew finished their labors. In the even-
ing all the men came on board, and the
ship stood off and on ali night as she
had done all day. Elder Cutler and I
remaining on board,spent the day read-
ing and writing. The day was exceed-
ingly hot, and life on the Teavaroa that
day was in consequence anything but
pleasant. About tourteen tons of cobra
was taken on hoard. Cobra has only
been koown in the Pacific ocean during
the last twenty years. It was first intro
duced by Godeffroi and company, the
well known Hamburg House, who laid
the foundation ot the German interests
in the South seas. The introduction ot
cobra changed the face of the oil trade
and gave a pew value to the low atolls
or lagoon islands which are the cocoa-
nut's npatural home. The kernel ot the
put is dried and sent to Hamburp or
other European ports, where the oil is
extracted, and the refuse sent as oil
cake to England. The cocoa palm
loves the sea air, and the salt spray; and
on these low atolls it gets both. The
absence of grass or other competing
growths” makes the cosi of cultivation
smail. The cost of gathering the har-
vest is also easy. The Iruit which ripens
on the tree,is collected and husked
when it falls; and the kernel, after belng
dried in the sun, is cut up and lvaded in
bulk in the ship's hold. The natives are
very skilltul in the preparation ol cobra,
and they seem to like the work connect-
ed with it.

Thursday, February 2oth. We awoke
early enough to behold the heautifui
sunrise, at which time we were only half
antile off Panau, the only village of any
importance on the island of Kaukura.
At 6 o’clock a m., Elder Cutler and niy-
selt landed with toe ship’s boat which
brought goods on shore. The boat
landing liere is quile sate, and consists
ot a break in the reefl through whicha
small vessel can approach the dry
sandy beach withino one hundred feet or
so. As soon as we landed the inhabhi-
tants of the village flocked around to
shake hands and bid us welcome, and
we were at once conducted through the
main portion ol the village to the house
of Teura, the native trader whom we
had met before ou the neighboring
motu, The priocipal men of the island
soon gathered or rather followed us
there, and we now spent about an hour
in lively conversation, telling them some-
thing about Church history, and showing
them views, specimens of rocks from
some of our Temples, etc., which seem-
ed to interest them very much. When
we were ready to leave, some of them
made us presents of shells, and said
they were much pleased with our visit.

The village of Panau occupies nearly
the entire surface ot the niotu known
by that name, which is about half a mile
long by a quarter of a mile wide. and is
covered with young thrifty cocoanut
trees. These have all been pianted
since the ¢cyclone in 1878, when the en-
tire island was bereft ol its fine growth
ol trees and brush of every kind; aiso
the whole village was destroyed, only
one house being ieft standing, and the
ruined condition of that one was point-
ed outto usas we passed The most
imposing structure of the village is the
Catholic Church, a stome building sur-
mounted with a little spire, which pre-
sents a fine appearance (rom .the sea.
The meeting house which the Josephites.
are using i3 a plain lumber structure
with board shutters instead ot windows.
This also was built after the cyclone
mostly from the matertal which had
been inthe former one that was blown
down by the storm. The maln thorough-~
fare ol the village is lined on both sides
with cocoanut trees, and the houses,
many ol which are built in European.
style, lle scattered somewhat irregular
on both sides of the alley. Before the
cyclone the island contaioed over 200
inhabitants; now it has scarcely much
above half of that number according to
the best information we could obtain, as.
one hundred persons perished during
the storm. This catastrophe neednot.
have happened; but when the natives
saw, their island almost inundated by
ocean water which the terrific wind
blowed over it, and their cocoa-nut trees
pulled up by the roots or break square
over in other instances, some ol them
seemed 1o lose their presence of mind.
and ordinary judgment, as they took to
their boats and pushed oft on to the la-
goon; but of course no boat could live
upon the water in snch weather, and the
consequence was that all those who em-
parked were drowned, while all who re-
mained on land escaped with their lives
though they lost nearly ali their property.
No other island of the Tuamotu group
suffered in that storm to suci an extent
as Kaukura,as the centre or the heaviest
part of the cyclone seenied to strike it
with all its force,

Among the patiwes with whom we-
conversed at Panau was an old man by,
the name of Teliopea, who clainied to
have met the late Elder Benjamin F.
Grouard on the island of Ragiroa about
%the year 1852, or just before that Elder
returned to America. He also said that
there was a continious branch ot lhe
Church on Kaunkura from the time the
American Elders leit till the josephites.
came.

About 7:30 a. m., we returned to the
ship which about half an hour later set
sail for the neighboring island of Arutua
about twenty mies distant. About 10
a. m., the tree tops of that island were
seen ahead; but as the wind was con-,
trary, it took us till late in the afternoomn ,
to reach a point off Rautini, the name of
that particular motu of Arutua where
the viliage stands and the people live.
About 3p. m.,, the ship's buat was
launched and lett for the villape, I
jumped in at the last moment, but Elder
Cutler, who was not through with his .
toilette, was left behind. As the wind
blowed toward the island, the ship dared
not go i close to the reel, hence the
crew had to row the boat a long distance
to the pilace of landing, and as the sea
bad a very heavy swell on, the rowing
was difficult, and we were tossed about
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