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Le even eariler. The worth of the tra.g-‘
ment is additlonally enhanced by its
excavation at a place where, tradition
pays, Noah burled the records. Not im-
probably there was a common origin
for these stories of the fiood, and there
was evidence that the Babylonians re-
garded the Assyrian God Aa, who,
as previously observed, gave the ordgr
for the building of the ark, as {denti-
ca] with the God of the Hebrews. There
Is llkewlse proof that another fragment
dlsctosed by Smith, relating to the de-
luge, !s really part of the third tablet
of the Schell series, leading to the In-
teresting conclusien that we have here !
the beginning of a second Babylonian
account of the fiood, which further dls-
coverles may make as complete as the
Gilgames legend, to which the precious
PBritish museum tablet belomrgs.
“UInguestionably, special Interest at-
taches to the language of the tablet un-
der review. That used in the Hebrew
narrative was manifestly the meost an-
cient in character; thls, belonging to the
smith and Scheil tablets, was much
more modern in style. On this important
feature, o writer accurately ohs¢rves
that the table text agrees not "v.:ith the
so-called nElphist' or “Yahvist,” writer
in Genesis, but with the supposed com-
bination of the two documents in that
book as finally edited. Slnce one at
least of these writers Is stated by the
higher critics to be of the seventh cen-,
tury B. C., It is difficult, as the discov-
erer remarked, to see how the ‘literary
analysis of the Pentateuch can be any
longer malntained.’ The dlscovery
shows the minute care and accuracy
with which the literature of the ex-
t+reme past was banded down. Ldition
after edition had been publishing the
astory of the deluge and yet the faot of
the Abrahamic &ge and that of the
seventh century B. C., agrees even tof
the spelling of the words. It is clearl
that many of the hasty conclu'sllous of
scholars will have to be revised,
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THE PEACE COMM [SSION,

of the American peace com-
m'il;gfo‘r:’eorrsk at Parls was commenced
yesterday, October 4, the first business
being a conference with General Merritt
on the conditions prevailing in'the
Phllipplne Islands. The reception given
to the representatlves of this couniry
by President Faure I8 described as sat-
{sfactory In every respect. The ex-
change of greetl{ﬂg? between the 1wo

vas cordlal.
reggglgga;ish commlsisoners have also
arrived, and judging from an ioter-
view with one of them, published ln
1a Patrle, the Spaniards are golog 40
try their best to complicate matters by
creat!ng Eurcpean prejudice agalnst
the Americans. Gen. Ratael Corero ¥
T.aenz I3 quoted as saylpg thal peace
bDetween the United States and Spam|
will complicate all the eAstern Uues-
tlons, already causing European states-
men o many sleepless nights, He is!
further represented as saying that the
war was brought on Spain by the;
Tfnited States; that the latter country is
responsible for the Cubanp rebeliion,
which was lnstigate% fi‘l)lr the purpose of

a casus belll.
tu{\‘?ilzm{?-ﬁe enough that this talk was
of a private nature only and that it
will not be repeated under circum-
atapces where the Spanish government
milght be called to account for it, buj. it
still shows the gpirit in which the
8panish representatlves approach the
work of peace entrusted to them, and it
1ndicates that our representatives pos-
slbly may some day find it Decessary
to remind them and the world of the
Malpe “lncident,” which seems to be 80
strangely forgotien by the Spanlsh peo-

seems utterly incapable of
situntion. Her plenlpoten-
to Paris with false accu-
e of the Unlted

ple.
Spalin
reailzing her
tlaries come
sations agalnst the peopl
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States. They are lgnorant of A'merlean'paper reporter. As to what I did say,

motives and sentiments,. Even the
events of the war and the courtecus
treatment of their scldlers In the hour
of defeat have taught ‘them nothing.
They meet with a stubborn determina-
tion to resist with all arguments at;
thelr command the reasonable de-
mands of their opponents. Under the
circumstances it js difficult to see how
the labor of the commissioners can re-
sult |n a speedy settlement of the difi-
cultles. Perhaps a naval demonstration
off the Spanish coast must be resorted,
to betore Spalp reallzes her position.

It is belleved that French sympathy |
is still largely with Spaln. If go,
France ought to urge on the Spanish
commissioners to acknowledge the de-
feat of thelr country and to appeal to
the magnanimity of the Amerlean peo-
ple for the best terms possible. 8uch
a course would secure a more Satlsfac-
tory result to thelr country than resort
to diplomatie tricks and stubborn re-
sistance to the dictates of reason.

[COMMENICATED.]
STRAWS THAT TELL, ETC.

Salt Lake City, Utah, Oct. 3. 1808,

The New York Herald of Sunday,
BSept. 26, contalns a communicatlon
frent “Rev."” Anthur T. Rankin, of
Br:gham City, In which among other
misrepresentations the following ap-
pears:

"Straws tell the direction of the wind,
G. A. Iverson, a lawyer and a Mormon,
addressed the Presbyterians upen the
situation in Utah. He said of polyga-
my: ‘Every honest, Intelligent Mor-
mon will admit there is a general re-
turn to old relations In Utah '’

Mr. G. ... Iverson {8 a “Mormon,"” but
Is not a lawyer and does not make any
clailm #o such a profession. That In-
accutacy, however, is but slight com-
pared with the untruth concerning his
alleged remarks at the meeting in
Manti. Desiring to know the exact
truth of this matter, T wrote to Mr.
Iversen, Sept. 230th, and this merning
recelved the following reply, for which |
I respectfully request space in the
'Degeret Evening News:”

Manti, Utah, Oct. 1, 1893,
Elder C. W. Penrose:

Dear Brother—Your kind favor of the
30 ult, at hand. I assure you It ia
with genulne pleasure that I make this
reply, particularly as it gives me an
opportunity of defending mysell
against the unwarranted, untruthful
accusations of certaln members of the
Utah Presbytery. You refer to an ar-
ticle in the New Yeork ITerald of Sept |
25 from the pen of Arthur T. Ranpkin,
of Brigham City, stating that I made
this remark {n the Pregbyterian as-|
sembly at Mantl:

“Every honest, intelligent Mormon
will admit there is a general return to
old relations all over the State.”

That statement contzins not a
shadow of truth. It is absolutely
false in every partlcular. No refer-

ence was made In my remarks to any |
subject whatever, such as is intended
to be displayed in the above.

T attended the last sesslon of the
presbytery here as a newspaper re<
porter. en I came In (the meeting
had probably gone om an hour or more)
there was in progress a rather anmimated
discusslon of the resolutions about to bé
adopted, “Church Influence’’ nnd th~
polygamy question comipg in for tne
greatest solicitation. While the heat
was yet om, it was moved and carried
unanimously that as there was a mem-
ber of the Mormon Church present, he
be asked to speak. I explained to the
reverend gentlemen that 1 was not
there representing the Mormon Church,
but simply in the capacity of o news-

i Brlgham City Bugler

the followlng statement made and
slgned by a prominent member of the
Presbyterlan church of Mantl, the
superintendent of the Sabbath schoo! of
that denomination, will probably throw
the necessary Hght upon the sltuation:

Manti, Utah, Sept. 4, 1898,

As it appears that in the remarks
made by Mr. G. A. Iverson at the meet-
Iing of the presbytery on Monday, Aug.
29, 1898, he has been misquoted, Iln jus-
tice I make this statement:

I +was at the meeting and heard all
that was said. Mr. Iverson did not "ac-
knowledge that many of the charges
made against the Mormon Church wera
true.” As I remember it, he only re-
ferred to two of the charges, one as to
the Church contrel in pollitics, which he
emphatically denled, and the
other on the question of polygamy.
As to the latter, the speaker noted with
pleasure that the resolutions dld not
claim that any new mariial connectlons
had been made slnce the issulng of the
manifesto against that principle, but he
did not deny that the practlce of polyg-
amy was maintained among people whe
had entered the polygamous relation-
ship before the Issuing of the manifesto,
The speaker further stated that while,
perhaps, the resolutions were perfectly
conslstent from a Presbyterian point
of view, they were not from his.

GEO R. BRAITHWAITE.

Very truly, vour brother,

G. A. IVERSON.

To every one who is acquainted wlith
. A. Iverson hls own statement whl
he sufficlent. It is supported, however,
by the testimony of Mr. George Bralth-
walte, a Presbyterian Sunday school
superintendent, who was present when
Brother Iverson was sald to have made
the remark published in the New York
Herald, and their united evidence pro-
clalms the character of the pretended
quotation and of the individual whe
fabrieatad lt.

My attention has been called to a let-
ter, also from Arthur T. Rapkin, In the
cf Beptember
24th, in which he says:

“I wrote to C. W. Penrose requesting
3256 coples of his Reply to Fresbytelans,
that I might aend the antidote ocut with
each dose of poison to that many Pres-
byterien. After time to counsel, he tel-
egraphed at my expense (as I request-
ed) declining to send them.”

The truth of this matter is that I re-
cefved a letter from Arthur T. Rankin,
which requlred a reply in a very short
time after it reached me, apnd 1 imme-
diately went 'to ‘the “Desgeret News' of-
fice to learn whether I could obtaln 325
coples 'of the paper contalning my arii-
cle, and wasg Informed by the business
manager, that every copy had been
sold,and the only way by which it could
be reprmoduced was to make It in the
form of & pamphlet, o print and pub-
llgh which would have taken more time
than that allowed by Mr. Rankin for
its receptlon. I so Informed him, ac-
cording to hia request, by ¢elegraph. I
did not "decline” to send them.

This 1s a very small matter, but to
use +that person’'s own quotation,
“Straws tell the directlon of the wind.”
An alr of falsehood ls breathed through
both his statements in the Bugler and
that In the New York Herald. I shounld
perhaps have refrained from notlcing
elther the Brigham City preacher or
his statement, neither being of any
great importapce, but for the desire
that my friend Iverson should not re-
main under the cloud which had been
temporarlly cast over him by deslgn-
ing persons. Every man is entltled to
freedom in the proper expression of hls
opinions, rellglous or otherwise, but no
men or assembly of men have the right
to suppert such opinions by misrepre-
senting and traducing thelr fellows,

Yours for the right,
C. W. PENROSE.



