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another noteworthy point in the
book of mormon record is the re-
markable clearness which character-
izes accounts of the erection and
uses of buildings for public worship
and other religious purposes three
distinct classes are mentioned
temples synagogues and sanctu-
aries those edifices were construct-
ed after the manner of the jewsjewe
a distinction of great importance
as this bold declaradeclarationilon establishes
one of the crucial tests of the verityverify
of the record

about 40 years after the landing
of the lehine colony nephi in
consequence of the hatred of his
brethren left the main body of the
people and with a considerable
number of friends and relationsrelation
went out into the wilderness and es-
tablished a new settlement in what
was called the land of
nephi great prosperity attended
the little band nephi says

and I1 did teach my peopeoplell11le to
build buildings and to work inn all
manner of wood and of iron and
of copper and of brass and of steel
andcopper

0of I1gold and of silver and of
precious ores which were in great
abundance

and I1 nephi did build a tem-
ple and I1 did construct it after the
manner of the temple of solomon
save it were not built of so many
precious things torfor they were not
to be found upon the land where-
fore it could not be built likelike unto
solomona temple but the manner
of the construction was like unto
the temple of solomon and the
workmanship was exceedingi ang fine
II11 nephinepal v 16151616

an interesting and suggestive
feature of what squier calls sacred
enclosures so frequently met with
all over north america is the re-
markable resemblance they bear in
lineament arrangement and style of
architecture to Ismelitish taberna
clem temples and sanctuaries they
were always laid out with great
topographical skill and displayed
careful attention to a general and
peculiar design to which the con-
structorstors conformed with accuracy
and precision they were of vari-
ous forms but the square oval and
circular vastly preponderated

there is no doubt that the charac-
ter of the surface to be covered had
a great deal to do in determining
the shape of the structure as was
the case with solomons temple at
jerusalem sometimes the styles
above named were combined in one
and the same design there is an
enclosure of this complex character
at liberty ohio and another at
portfort hall in the same state

the outer walswalls of the first
enclose an area of III acres

inside of this is a smaller
square and this encloses a still
smaller wall of circular form these
inner enclosures are considered by
squier and others to be places
sacred to religious rites or to the
councils of the chiefs 11

breckenridge in his views of
louisiana 11 describes in pike coucoun-
ty

n
penn a perfect square enclosed

within a circle constructed with no
less regularity

at portsmouth are four concentric
circles intersected with wide ave-
nues perfectly true to the cardinal
points breckenridge further says
the mounds near st louis formed

three sides of a parallelogram about
yards long by wide the

fourth side was shut in by three
smaller mounds 11

conant speaks of an enclosure on
the root riverbiver miss the most
important tois an elevation 12 ffeeteet
high by 34 in diameter it is per-
fectly round and enclosed by an-
other circle A triangle formed of
equal ridges feet in length with
entrances at each angle completes
the design

the diameter of these ridges are
three four and five ffeetee ta re-
spectivelyively it is remarkable that
these heights taken together i1 e

equal the height of the
central mound and when they
are multiplied together the length
of the sides of the triangle are at-
tained viz
in I1 footprints of vanished races

page 30 mention Is made of several
other earth works of rectangular
form where a similar relation exists
between the different measurements
of heights and lengths and breadths
these peculiarities of tritrl unity in
configuration this concordance in
measurements and geometrical pre-
cision with regard to the pointspointa of
the compass must strike every one
as being remarkably mosaic in
character

and the city lieth foursquare
and the length is as large as the
breadth and he measured the city
with the reed twelve thousand fur-
longsion s the length and the breadthanyand the height of it are equal
rev axi 16

undoubtedly many of the tem-
ples synagogues and sanctuaries
erected by the Nephites were costly
and magnificent structures when
they were first designed and built
and while that mighty nation was
at the zenith of its civilization and
glory such edifices would suffer
from the wear of ages and the attri-
tion of the elements as alsoalio from
the ravages and spoliations of suc-
cessive generations of a declining

race every traveler in any part of

the world is constantly regain led of

what time and spoliation will effectefreb
for the ruin and annihilation of the
most splendid and costly works of

man
in their primitive times and

while they were struggling with
the hardships of war and poverty
the Nephites would construct their
sacred and other public resorts of

the natural materials earth and
stone and these would resemble in
general design the more elaborate
edifices and these natural elements
would endure offering no induce-
ment to the spoiler their general
figure and dimensions would not be

altered or destroyed it is the handi-
work of man that decays and the
richest adornments and the most

skillful products of his labor aream the
first to be rifled and destroyed

but the earthy subsubstancesstances remalremainit
to mark the spot where the treasure
was enshrined hence so many otof

the earth works remain almost in-
tact not only those arecerectedd as forti-

ficationsficat ions but those also believed by

eminent scientists to have been used
for religious purposes in soulesome

cases the entire structureture exists ala
most as it was reared because it was

formed of materials that time could

not demolish nor plunder carry
away

if the book of mormon is true
there should be found upon the fat

of this land signs and relics of jew-

ish
jell-

ish religion and sach

architecture explorers and tjtravelravel
ers testify that such mementoes do

exist in great abundance ar

it is probable that each 1 ao
sodcity had its temple synagogues an

other sacred shrines and eva

aouwouldid notnothat the smallest village
be without its sanctuary and pupuwWic

lecternlec turn the character off the exist

ing reinremainsains and their
according to a general curton

makes this supposition almost oeCW
thetto

tain some writers believe that
small inclosure always joined to the

large one was the chiefschiefIs dwelling

but recent discoveries have shown

that this notion is incorrect thertheir
mode of construction and the naturenata
of the remains found in themthein
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against the idea of their being
vate dwellings

while there exists a singular bar

mony of the parts to the entire PIAi

thein each individual structureturey

structures as groups are unotot un
nadi

in size or figure some are rot juta
others ovalova polygonal or square

they always end in a platform ata ulc
t
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top geo E squier in his an
monuments express his belief


