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A nother noteworthy poiut in the
Book of Mormon record is the re-
markable clearness which character-
izes accounts of the erectlon and
uses of buildings for public worship,
and other rellgious purposes. Three
distinet e¢classes nre mentioned—
temples, synagoglues, and ranctu-
aries. 'Those edifices were construct-
ed “after the manner of the Jews,””
o distinctlon of great importance
as this bold declaration establishes
one of the crucial tests of the verity
of the record.

About 40 years nfter the landing
of the Lehite colony, Nephl, in
consequence of the batred of his
brethren, left the mnin body of the
people, and, with n considerable
number of friends and relntions,
went out inte the wilderness nnd es-
tablished n new settlement in what
was aftewnrds called the **Land of
Nephi.” Great prosperity nttended
the little band. Nephi says:

“And T did tench
build buildings; and tgl{.'ol:‘la(o xlxentlt:
mauoner of wood, nnd of iron, and
of copper, nnd of b and of steel,
nud of gold, and of silver, and of
precious ores, which were in great
abundnnce.

And I, Nephi, did bulld a tem-
ple; and 1 did construct it after the
manper of the temple of Sulpmon,
spve it were not built of so many
E;'ccious things; tor they were not

be found upon the land; where-
fore, it could not be built like unto
Bolomon’s temple. But the manner
of the construction was like unto
the temple of Solomon; npd the
workmnanship was exoee(iing fine.”*
11 Nephi, v: 15, 18.

An interesting and suggestive
fenture of what Bquier calls “‘snered
enclosures,” o frequently met with
all over North America, is the re-
markable resemblance they bear in
lincament, arrnngement and style of
nrchitecture to Israelitlsh taberna-
cles;temples and sanctuaries. They
were nlways Jald out with great
topographien] skill, and displayed
careful attention to n genernl and
pecullar design, to which the con-
structors conformed with nccurncy
and precision. They were of vari-
ous forms, but the square, oval and
cireular, vastly proponderated,

There is no doubt that the charne-
ter of the surface to be covered had
n great deal to do in determining
the shape of the structurc, a8 was
the case with Bolomon’s temple ni
Jeruralem. Hometimes the styles
nbove nnmed were combined in one
and the «ame derign. There s an
oenclosure of this complex character
nt Liberty, Ohlo, and nnother at
Fort Hall, in the same 8Btate.

The outer walls of the
encluose nan arca of 111

firat,
RCI'CE,

Ingide of ¢this i5 a
square; nnd this encloses a  still
smaller wall of cireular form. These
inner enclosures are considered by
SBquier nnd others to be “places
sacred to religious rites, or to the
councils of the chiefs.”
Breckenridge in his “Views of

ty, Penn., n perfect square, enclosed
less regularity.

circles, intersected with wide ave-
nues perfectly true to the eardinal
points, Breckenridge further says:
¢*The mounds near 8t. Louis formed
three sides of n parallelogram about
328 yards long, by 215 wide; the
tourth side was shut in by three
smaller mounds.?’

Conant spenks of an enclosure on
the Root River, Miss.: **“The most
important is an elevation 12 feet
high, by 34 in dinmeter. Tt is per-
fectly round, nnd enclosed by an-
other gircle. A trinngle formed of
equal ridges 144 fect in length, with
entrnnees at each angle. completes
thoe design.??

The diameter of these ridges-are
three, four, nnd five feet, re-
spectively. Tt ia remarkable that
these heights, taken together, i. e.,
3+4+5=12, equal the height of the
centrnl mound. And when they
are multiplied together the length
of the sides of the trinngle nre at-
tained; viz., 12x12=144.

In ‘Footprints of Vanished Races”
page 30. mentlon is made of severnl
other earth-worke of rectangular
formi where n similur relntion exista
between the different measurements
of heights nnd lengthannd breadths.
These peculinrities of tri-unity in
configuration; this cencordance in
measurements, nnd geometrical pre-
cision with regard to the pointa of
the compass, must strike everv one
AR  being remarkably Mosaie in
character.

“And the city listh foursquare,
and the length is n large ns the
breadth: and he measured the city
with the reed, twelve thousand fur-

lon. The length and the breadth
nnd the height of 1t nre equal.””
Rev. xxi: 16.

Undoubtedly many of the tem-
ples, synagogues nud sanctuaries
erceted by the Nephites, were costly
and magnificent structures when
they were first designed and built;
and while that mighty nation was
at the zenith of its eivilization and
glory. Buech edifices would sufler
from the wear of ages nnd the nttri-
tlor of the elements; ns also from
the ravages and spolintions of sue-
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cessive generations of n declining |

THFE DESERET WEEKILY

smaller| meo. Every traveler in any part of

the world is coustantly remin led of
what time nnd spoliation will effect
for the ruin nnd anuihilntion of the
most splendid nnd costly works of
man.

In their primitive times, nnd
while they were struggling with
the hardshipa of war and povertys
the Nephitea would construct their

within a circle constructed with no |swred nnd other publie resorts, of

the nntural materials—earth nod

At Portsmouth nre four concentric | stone; and these would resemble, 10

general design, the more elnborate
edifices; and theso natural elements
would endure; otfuring no induce-
ment to the spoiler, their gen
figure nnd dimensions would not be
altered or destroyed. 1t is the handi-
work of man that decays; and the
richest adoruments, nnd the must
skillful products of his labor are the
first to be rifled nnd destroyed.

But the earthy substances remait
to mnrk the spot where the treasure
was enshrined. Heuce so many ©
the earth-works remnin, nlmoat in-
tact; not only those erceted na fortl-
fications, but those also, believed bY
eminent scientists to have been U
for religious purposes. In som®
cases the entire stuclure oxists al*
most s 1t was reared; because it wA8
formed of materinls that time cout
noi demolish, nor plunder carly
away.

If the Book of Mormon is LIUe:
there should be found upou the e
of this land signs nnd relics of Jew-
ish religion and Iaraclitish sacred
architecture. Lixplorers nnd travel®
ore testify that such mementoes 40
exist in grent nbundnnee. .

It ia probable that each jmporta®
city had its temple, synagogues 38
other sacred shrines; nand ©¥98
that the smallest village would 10b
be without its snnctunry and pnl 18
lecturn. The character of the exist:
ing reinning, nod their arrangeme®
according to n genperal custor®
mnkes this supposition nlmost €&
tnin. Home writers believe that 61
smnl] inclosure always joined to the
Inrge one was the chiet’s (lwel]i“.g'
But recent discoveries have show!
that this notion is incorrect. The!
mode of construction and the natur®
of the remains found in them
agninst the idea of their being P!
vate dwellings.

While there exists n singulnr o
ony of the parts to the cutire P13
in ench individunl structurc
structures aa groups nro not unifer
in aize or figure. Some Are I'Uunl't
others oval, polygonnl or syunre; bt
they nlwnys end in a platform nt
top. Geo. E. Squier, in his "Ancic‘it
Monuments,* express hiis belief the
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