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THT DESERET NEWS.

How to Study the Doctrines of
the Chureh.

A LECTURE
n

ELDER JOEN NICHOLSON,

Delivered at the {dereral Conference of
the Young Men’s Mutual Iinprovement
«Association, Salt Lake City, Sundey
Afternoon, June 3, 1888.

REPORTED BY F. E. BARKER.

The subject that bas heen glven to
your humble servant to treat upon
this afternoon Is entitled, How to
Stady the Doctrines of the Churca.

After baving listened to Lhe eloquent
leCtures and discourses which ve
been dellvered in this house since the
commepcement of this great confer-
ence, [have felt some regret that I
baye not more amply prepared myself
for th= dlacharge ef this duty. I, how-
ever, dismiss thia feeling, as it 1s not
altogether dissociated from selfish-
pess, which | desire, ander all ¢itenm-
stances, to discard. I simply wish to
offer a tew suggestions that I hope
will be of usedin the Matnal Improve-
ment Assoclations in s practical
Bense.

l-bave loag recognized the need of

is-that Lhe should He possessed ot the
required information, snd, secondly,
that he should

cn’ip, only the chlip has the advantage.

Rere are some peuple who have, in
wy opinion, a mistaken idea repurding
the tunction of that Spirit in reterence
te the preaching of the Gospel. It is
somewhat the game a8 the delusion toat
possessed the mind of Oliver Cowdery

who desired of the Lord that he shouid
have a similar power to that which
was entrusted to the Prophet Joseph
Smith—the gift of translation. The Lord
informed bl that he did not cxercise
the giit because he imagined e could
do 8o without the use of his mental
powers. He should bave studled it
out, and if it was correct toe spirit
would bave borne witness. If it wes
erroneous be would bave no such teat-

ony. .
gJSome people think all that i8 neces-
8ArY 1N order to preacy the Gospel is
that-they stould be called upon, aud
go out and stand up, and the Lorad
will immediately pump them 1ull of
jntelllgence. Such do not comprehend
the ecenomy ef God. They do notun-
derstangd tbat He intends that men
shall cultivate the gifts that they bave
loberited and received from Him; and

some simple process, or system, that
would enable the young of the|
community to ursue A& course

. ef study that wou'd make them, ln‘
the ghortest time poseible, convers-|
ant with the principles of the Gospal]
of the Redeemer. I assert Jt to be the|
duty of every youth within the pale of
the Cburch to place himself in a posi-
tion that will enable him, whenever
occaslon shall demand 1t, to give an
intelligect reason for the hope that 1s
in bim.

In connectlon with this question,
there is an important reason that has
been touched upon by those who bave

* preceded me, agd has been epecially
mentioned in the address of the Su-
perintendency that bas just besn read
—the magnitude of the work that de-
volves upon this community of Saints,
the burden of which must necessarlly
and paturally devolve upon the young-
er elementof the people. It s no less
s labor than tneﬁ)roclamatlon of the
Gospel of the Kingdom jn all tbe

world, a8 a' witness, that in
passing judgment upou  the na-
tions the Lord may be  Justifled.

There' should be s preparation for
the discharge of this duty commen-
surate with its vastness. It is the

- greatest work ever impoesed upon any
people. There are now fourteen hun-
dred milllons of God’s creatures on
the tace of the earth entitled to hear
the proclamation that has been re-
vealed from beaven in this day. This,
ot itself, gives a commensurate idea
of the scope of the obllgation involved.

. Having spent a number of years in the
ministry, 1 bhave puffered person-
ally from ignorance, especially When
at the outset I undertook, at thecall ot
the servants of God, the performance
of this greatdaty. I bhave seen bands
of young Elders who have left their
homes tn the mountalns arrive at the
port of Liverpool, and have been prea-
ent when tbey attended their flrst
meeting abrosd, and, perhaps for the
firet time, eudeavored to sddress a
publlc audience nad explain the natnre
of their megsage. Many of the sceues
hsve been of & humliiating'character,
because of the inability of some of
them to perform the 1ask that they bad
undertaken. I remember oue stene
thay comes up before my mind ylvidiy
now, when pefbaps & dozen Eiders
came into & meeting, the flrst of their.
mission. The bench on which they
git rattled on the flaor,.because of

thelr tremblivg, 50 great was
their  anxlety, as they aweited
their turn  to be called on

®to speak. There was ope wWho ap-
peared to have more confldence tian
the rest. He arosg  with greater us-

gorance. When he undertook to &d-,

dress the small audience that had

gathered in a small room, everything
that he had thought of vanished from
his mind—and he had not probably
thought of much eitbher. He told me
sfterwards that, although the room
was but a few feet in length, It secmed
to him to be at Jeast three miles long.
He stood with his mind a perfect
blank; but he recellected haying heard
the Elders, in the Old Tabernacle, say
when they arose to speak, “Brethren
and sisters, I noize I will edify you ;"
and, after a brilllant pause, he salid,
] ruess [ won't say auy more,’—for
the reason that he hado’t any more to
say. Itis peedless to state, that the
congregation, in that lnstance, were
not edifled by him to any appre-
ciable extent.
Iu my ¢pinion, in %ursulng the study
of the doctrines of the Church, there
. should be a method that will caltivate
that ¢lass of ability that will enable
120se who pursue the study to explain
to others the information they acgyuire.
Public speaking should be cultivated
Isrgely in this community, becanse It
8 by that medium that we reach the
people, when we do Dot reach them
through the printing press.

Now, what are the main essentlals
for. a.preacher of the Gospel? He
should, in the first place,have his mind
stered with a knowﬁedge of the doc-
tyines he s sent?to dellver. It is
said In the Scriptures, ‘‘How shall
the hear without & preacher,
an how  shall the preach
except they be’ sent;” I will
add a little more, and say, How shall
they preach except they kunow what to
preach about, Therefore, a pre-
requlelte to the success of the preacher

that be never bas from the beginning,
#nd never will, worlds withsut end,
Flace a premium upon [aziness. There
8 o excellence without iabor, and tbe
operations of the Holy Spirit snggest
(o the mind thoughts that are proper,
and bting to the memory, when need-
ful, those things that are appropriate
to be spoken, a8 occasion may reqaire.
It is presumable that no person iu this
audignce would bave the stupidity to
take ab empty bucket, lower it into a
deep well, Iift it out aud expect ft to
be full of water. When he drew it ont,
the water would be conspicuous for ts
absence. Yet some people expect the
Spirit of God to do'all the work,bring-
ing the waters ot lile out of a dry and
empty mind; empty because indolent.
Some people have announced them-
selves in favor of what are called de-
bating clubs or societies. If 1 am not
imistaken, some soch jnstitntions ex)st
in the community now. 1 know that
they have existed in the past. It has
been claimed that by this method we
learn principles and 8180 gain practice
and facility in presenting them to the
public, I am prepared to aonouoce
miysell as oEposed todebating societies
among the Latter-day Saints as not 1o
harmony with the geniug of the Gospel.
But I do not believe in making atate-
ments without giving a reason for the
fopositions that are uffered. ln de-
ates it is Lthe cnstom to select a subject,
snd an aflirmative snd negative sre
tormulated. Tbe Ssubiject is treated
negatively and sflirmatively. Oaevery
toplc, then, under such a svstem, some

erson ,Or persons must speak
rom false premises, and resort
10 8ophistry to susiain error. Que ef-

fect of this is, that It drives away the
Spirlt of truth, which recedes from
coaditions that are antagonistic to its
own pature. Youbg then mav obtein a
species of brililancy by purauing the
study Of a subject hy the debarine pro-
cess; bat it Is likembe brilllapcy of the
cog;m., It fs eccentric aud unreliable,
and® pot atall like that of one of the
fixed stars, It leads to sophistical
reasoning xnd tends to intldelity.

You ask wbat asystemn I would sug-
gest? I should 8ay the one that comes
the uearest to obtaining the benpeflcial
results of debate without any ot its
deleterious effects. I bave formulated
a method of that character, and have
practically demonstrated its beneficial
results among the young people, bav-
ing personally taught o pumber of
classes in accordance with it. It is
simply this: The sublect is selected;
supposé that we call the themecthe
First Principles of the Gospel. I form-
ulate a number of prepositions, one
set of which are opposite in chetracter
to the views that we desire to sustain,
and the other in harmony with them.
1wl give you an example 6f the
the process by naming some of the
propositions that are, ln one instance,
based upon the vilews generally enter-
tained by the rellgious world. and the
other thoge that ‘can be consistently
sustained by the student. I will here
repeatthem in thelr order:

Positions generally
gustained by sectarians
(notably Protestants)
{o be reasoned away
and ovcrthrown by the
student.

First, That salva-
tion can ba obtnined
by betief in Obrist
and his alonement
independent of good
works.

Second, That bap-
tism may be adminis-
tered iy sprinklivg,
pooring  or immer-
sion; that it is not
positively essentinl,
and not for the re-
miasion of sins.

Third, That the
Holy Ghost can be
obtained by bellef in
the Lord Jesus Christ
without attending to

Any ountward ordt-
NUNCLs,

Pozitions to be sus-
tained by the student:

* First, That salva-
tion cannot be at-
tained by Dbelief in
Obrist and His atone-
ment without geod
works.

Becond. Thnt tae
only correct mode
of baptlsm is immer-
slon; that itis posi-
tively  essendal to
salvition, and is for
the remission of ains.

Third. That the
Holy Ghost s ob-
tained after belief,
repentance and bap-
tism, by tbe ordin-
ance of laying on of
the hands of men
having divine author-

ity.
Fourth. That Apos- Fourth. That Apos-
tles, Prophets and tles, Prophets and

other ingpired teach-
ersundrevelation are
a8 necessary to the
Church now as ever,
and” cannot be dia-
penged withs

other ineplred tench-
ere and revelation
. were necded in the
primitive cond:tion
of the Church, but
are done awny be-
cause no Jomger
needed.

l

The numsber of propositions may be
increased to any extension desired,

ain the necesdsary cx—lnccordinq aslit may be Decessary to
perience to enable him to commuui- ; dtivide and simplify the subject. Any
cate it to otbers; thirdly, tod prin- | theme cap be treated fu thls way, re-
cipally, he should possess the =pirit of | liglona or
God, Tor withou? it he is as dry auy a [opon the dbémopstrated

It 18 founded
truth that
there i3 an opposite in all things and
that nothing stimnlatea mental actlv-
ity in mau to a0 lutense & degree ag
opposition. Ilence the phllosophy of
formulating snd speaking to an oppoa-
ite proposiiion as an objective poiat.

The method of fustructing a class of
youong mmen in this routine is simply
this: Suppose that,k the Ero ositions
ite seveéu in numbc’.‘. and the nam-
ber of the class twelve. I as-
sign to the head of the cluss No.1,
te the &next number 2, and
80 on until No.71ia reached, apnd thén
zive the balance 1o the remalnder of
the class. Asteacher, [ deflne to the
class what a dlscoutse oa the first prin-
ciples of the gospel I8, in order to give
them a gulde. Each member prepares
bimself with scripture apnd reason to
annitilate the onw proposition and sus-
tain the other. He addresses his fellow
members of the class, not longer than
iiiteen minutes, 48 if they were a lot of
unbkelieving sectarians sitting in cloudy
darkness; apd esth eimber goes
through tne whole of the seven propo-
sitions. If a student has only ordj-
naty aptitude, after he has treated
esch divislou of the subject and collat,
ed the evidence necessary to demollsh
and sustain, at the end of the exerclses,
or the course, he possesses a fund of
fnformation combived with practice
public speaking, surprising to himself,
and that will enable him, when heen-
ters the gvangellcal field, to go there as
4 missiopary with a foundation, at
least, for the labor confronting him.

Yoo see the advantage of such a
simple method as this. It gives the
student some conception of the erron-
eous views with which be has Lo con-
tend in the world; it gives him ap
‘understanding of the priaciples ot the
Gospel that he has to. proclaim, and
also endbles bim to explain bhis doc-
trines to others. Therefore it does
pot kill two birds only witk ope
stope—It kills three,

1f twelve young men of moderate
education and fair intellizgence be sel-
ected zod put through a catechisation,
to show taat they can say litile o
nothing regarding tbe principles and
doctrinea of ihe Gospel, in twelve
weeks, or after going through this
course, if exawmlined again, it will be
found that, almost witheut exception,
they witl be able to discourse intelii-
gently apon the tirst principles,

To show the simpliclty and.aptitnde
of this system, take for instance, one
of these propositions; the second one,
iu relation to baptlsm:

The sectarian. as a rule, holds that
this ordipance muy be udm{nismred by
sprinklinyg, pouring ¢r immetsion, that
it i3 not poﬁni\'elf essential 10 salva-
tion, and ls not for the remisslon ol
s8ins. 1tis for the student to show In
opposition to that view,that the proper
mode i3 immersion, thag it is indlspen-
gable, and is for the remission of sins.
He apeaks as il he addressed an audi-
vnce of ugbelievers, citiug the words
of Jesus to Nicodemus; ‘‘except a
man be boru of water and of the
apirit he caunot enter into the king-
dom of God,;" and the exawmple of the
Savior when He was abont to be bap-
tized by John, when Ile says, " Thus it
becometh us to fulfill all righteous-
pess.” He thus clioches the essen-
tiality of the ordinance by the nnquall-
ted word and unmistakable example
of the Redeemer. IHe provesthe mode
to be immecre:ion, by quoting the words
of Pau) in the sixth chapter of the
Romans, whurein baptism 18 compared
to belng buried with Christ. No other
mode is comparable to a burial, any
more toan it would be proper to say a
body was buried by sprinkling & small
guantity of dust upor 1t. The student
48 easily proves the object of baptism,
by quoting the words ot Peter, in the
second chapter of Acts, when address-
ing the muhtitade: '*Repent and be
baptized, every one of you, for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Gbost.”’ Thus you
will see how readily the student can
master these subjectis, piece by piece,
‘until he becomes familiar with the
doctrines -of the Church, line apom
line, precept upon precept, and at the
same tilme acquires the ability to ex-
plain them to others. Every depart-
ment of the subject is 48 easy of treat.-
ment as the one now cited as an ex-
ample; and tbere is scarcely any limlt
to the proofs and arpuments thut ca
be found to sustain them. d
Yousee how the atudent proceecds
to acquire his ioformation and prepare
himself to go out inte the world as a
mioister of lile explaining intelligent-
ly the message which he has to deliver.
In this metnod there ia thls advan-
tage; that it is not the teacher that
does and says, but the stndent. I have
dizcovered that it i8 wot wbat the
student hears that does him the most
good sud flxes principles upon his
mind, but what he does gnd 8&¥8 him-

therwlse.

self.

In addition to the information im-
parted and the gaidance offered by the
teacher in other respects, he can-alsg
aid the pupils greatly lu eliminating
‘those faults that so frequently mar the
effect of public speaking. bdome, for
Instance, have the practice of looking
up at, the ceiling instead of at the
audience, as lf there was somebody
aloft that they were endeavoring to
convioce of the correctuess of the
views that they are eouonclating.
There are young men Who get intu a
babit of standing in a slack aud care-
leas way, 68 if they were held up byla
stripg attached to the top of their
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hesds and that!f it were cut they would
arop to the oot in a near. Otbets
aave a way of expressing thelr thoughts
| as il they themselves did not belleve &
word of what they were suying. ln
| order to ¢convince others, & maun muat

tirst convince himself. He must be o
esrnest and bave a1 soub 1o bis sub-
ject. Otherwise his words will, to use
a nomely phrase,fsll apon bis suditors
like watu upoan the Dack of a goose,
only to roli off.

There are other discrepancies that
cal be coriected aud the teachber can
be a great ald to the students io plae-
iug them ip a path that wili nelp them
10 becowme efficient and polished mis-
sionsries for the Lord.

Writing can be.adopted as well as
speaking, where it |s desired. But
there is too much writing and speak-
ing of a desultory character that
i8 not caiculatea to make the
student’s mind expand, or caose
him to progress to auy greal ex-
tent. Waen the young engage in exer-
cises eftber ol speaking ,or writingy
they shounld first select the subject,sn
then look at it 1o &ll {ts hearings. Sup-
pose that a theme of thid kind be
chogen: that Joseph Smith I8 a Prophel
of God. _Hbw shounld we treat jt? We
should treat it as though we were ex-
pecting to meet ihose who do not be-
\leve as we do. Therefore, we speak
ayainst the following proposition:

That Joseph Smiwn was an mpostor.
To prove that his mission und charac-
ter were genuine, we show what con-
stitutes a propbet, and we point out
that Joseph Smith bad those constit-
uents. This is exhibited, firstly, by
scriptural evidence, in ihe shape of
propheciea which polot to the raising
up of & propbet in the latter times.
Secondly, that many of his own pre-
dictions bave been fuldlled. Thirdiy,
that he organjzed the Church of Christ
in its compltencas, after the pattern
glven by the Redeemer himaself
Fourtbly, that-those who conform to
the docirines He enunclated receive
the Holy Ghost; the testimony of
Jesus, In this way, instead of belng
disjointed and jumbiicg, an arecumen-
tative bulldiog is made complete, *'a
tbing of beaury and a joy torever.’

Tothe youag, should be polnted out
the necessity of inteuse thought, It
tuey think strongly and methodically,
they will speak and write vigoroasly,
and vice versu, If they are taught to
think syatemetically, they will exhiblt,
the beauty o! tbe principles of the
Gospe} tn their clearness. Instead of
doing this, and invoking the nid of the
Spirit of God to assist us we some-
times act like a huntsman who goes
into the fleld and shoots almrtessly In
the air, hitting nothing, becanse there
is no objegt in vien.

There may be an objection raised to
the methed [ have attempted to detine,
on the ground that it requires classi-
dcation. ‘nstead of that veing an ob-
Jection, it is, t3 my mind, a8 recommen-
dation. In these matters, we canonot
afford to lay aside the demonstrated
truths of ages. When a school 18 con-
ducted, you do net take the whole of
the pupils together angd teach them one
subject at a time en masse. You have
to grade and classify them according
10 their capacity and degree of ad-
varcement. - Unless we do this, we
will notrpake the progreas in the As-
sociations, that we can by adoptisg a
more systemitic and practical conrse.

I should. bave been pleased to have
expressed myself further, as the sub-
ject opens before my mind; but, in the
words of the bymn that we ofteo sing,
"“The time is far spent, there is littie re-

maining,'
with this difference, that there isn't
any left at 1. N

May the Lord bless you, is my prayer,

in the name of Jesus "Amen.
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SUNDAY SERVICES.

Religious services were held in the
Taberoacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday,"
June 17, 1888, commencing at 2 o’clock
p. m., President- Apgas M. Cannoon
preslding.

The choir and congregation 3a0E:

How firm o foundation, y¢ Saintg‘of the
Lord, 3
Islaid for yonr falch in His excellent word?

Prayer by Elder Edward'Snelgrove.
The cholr sang the hymn: 9

He died ! the Great Bedeewmer died,
And Israel's daughters wept around.

The Priesthood of the Sixth Ward
ofliclated in the administration of the
Sacrament. * L4

BISHOF FREDERICK S8CHOENFELDT

Was called to address the congrega-
tion. lie said he reallzed that it was
a greattask to speak to the Saints, and
he desired thatthe Holy Spirlt mizht
inspire bim. It was a blessed thing to
have the privilege of dwelling in the
mldst of the Saints, He had never
seen occasion to'Terret having gath-
ered with the Lord's people, but had
been greatly blesased in doing s0.

©Oa Oct. 6, 1883, he was called to take
a missign to Europe, there to preach
the Gospel of Chrigt. He had been
promised, years before, that be would
be sent oo such a mission and had re-
alized the fulflment of that promise.
Hs had labored in the Swiss and Ger-
man miseion, the Saints in which were
not very numerous, and those who
were there gcattered over the country.
it was in those lands a gleaning time,
and, there was much hard werk for
the Elders. Those Salnta who were

falthful were gathering out as rapidly

a8 their circumstances woul

When men desire to s‘;rvedcﬂeurm"'
wlil find means to convey [Hg Meg) He
to themw, no matter what coupgry . | 5¢
Jive in, and it was because of this ‘{}“
the Suints were pathered from g g
tlons—they sought after the traty o
the Lord opened the way for l.he;ﬁmd
obtain i3, In the Bwissang Germy,
mission, during the past twg ,m”
there had been much oppogyy
to the preaching of the g ok
pel, snd .sometimes Talters
seemed lo a very critical condmum
But all thizgs had been overruleg 1:‘
the good of the Lord’s people. Wy
the speaker had been president of m‘
mission he dad endesvored to gy
the aftairs of the people in the pjg:
way; and keep the Sslots Posleq g
what was going on. e knemh"
toe condition in which the people by
beén would result in blesaPugs 10 th,
s%?tg' Schoenfeldt dagi :

sbop Schoenfeldt dasired to

his influence for good. He was sa.u_;ue
that the Lord wouid deliver bis peop,.
but felt that it was their duty oy,
worthy of that deliveratce, If ip.
did the Almigbty would bring apy;)
His purposes and thelr salvatjog and
His name would be glorified.

The nations of Europe are
disturbed at the present time,
are great fears among the peeple ol
the early outbreak of war. Extragg,
nary preparations are being Dided,,
war with neighboring natioos, yat
government is trembling more besay,
of the secret secletlca thay ey,
among the people than becansy
danger trom without. ‘I'ie Propnes g
the Lord foretold this,state of thing
and said that war would be poup
out upon all nations. Such & e
seemed to be near at hand, and if . &,
should come to Europe the result mpy
be terrible. The masses uf the peay,
are getting poorer, and their condpl,;
mnole hopeless koM YEaT £O Fear.

The Saints are blessed in belng 1,
removed from such fearful things, ang
bave great reason to be thankiul 1oy,
almiphty. The conditlon thab ezl
among the world i3 produactivee] ,
feeling of fear that cannot be des.
cribed. In some nations the honest|p
heart were becomibi few and farpe.
tween, In othera there are sy ,
great many who are uprlght and hoy.
orable men of the earth. But then
is not much inqalry regarding i,
principles of the Gospel, sud thy
chagtening hand of God must neces-
sarily fall upon them to tara them fron
the ways of datkness.

Elder Bchoenfeldt swas happy
agaln baving the privilegze of meetiy
with the Saints, apd with hjs frlends
His desire to worship God arlght wa:
intensifled by the experience he hy
passed through. He realized that
Gospel was a peat] of great price, Er.
horted the Saints to, foliow 13 lawsiy
all circumstances, and {o gever swerr.
{rom the trutds revealed hy the 4l
mighty. Lf they were faithful the
victory must be with them, for it
truth was all powerful, and wounlg
overcome sll opposition. May, b
Lord enable tbe -people to be firm |p
the right. .

Slster Louie Poulton sang,

Not a gparrow falls,

[ KELDER WM. FOTHERINGIAM

sald it was the calllng of thae Saints to
set aside thelr secular affalrs ang as.
semble on the Sabbath day to.worship
God. If t.h%y did this they would he
atrengthened by the ipstruetions whkick
tbey would receive. Fhey %vonld be
given greater power in their labors for
the saivation, not only of themselver,
but of all mankind. They were pass.
{ag througn a school, as It were, to

nalify them for the great work which
?}ed required theo to take partip. * [f
they understood this they would realizs
that the tribulations they were called
on to endure were for thelr own bene-
fit; they wounld teach patience, azd
love and charity.

The Saints should s0 live that the
Holy 8Splrit should be thelrconstant
guide and companion. It waa the anly
means through which they could ape
tain & knowledge tbat Jesus wasthe
Christ, the only means for therm tose-
cure the blesgings of eternallife. Il
tbe Holy Spirit wag tbelr constsnt
gﬂ:lde, they would receive light from
the great centre of lnlelligence—light
that could not be obtained from any
other source. How careful ther,
should they be to keep open this chso-
nel, throughl which they might know
the wlli of God concerninf themselves,
and be continually in tae light. Itwas
the right of the Saints toepjoythe
spirit of revelation, that Js, when they
are living in purity and faithfainess.
But they do not have that right when
they tarn aside from-the command-
ments of the Almighty.

There are great events at gut very
doors, and the Salnts ghouold rejolcs
therein. If they were humble they
would always have the testimens ol
the truth with them, The speaker bad
expericnced this on many occasions,
especially during his labersasa mis-
sionary in southern Africa, doringthe
war of the Rebellion. ' He bad alsoex-
perienced it frequentiy under other
circumstances. FPrayed that the pesce
of heaven would abide with the Saints
and guide them In the path of safety.

The choir sang the anthem:

Bing to the Lord in joyfel strain.

Benedictlon by Elder George Gode
dard. - :

_ Arrest,

Joseph T. Johnsor, of Ogder, hes
been arrested on a charge of nnlawfal
cohabltation. He gave bonds befere
Commissloner Cross,

ETeat]
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