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A DISCOURSE
DELIVERED BY

apdo hiten D richarb

at the fifty kirth general confer-
ence in the tabernacle salt
lake city on sunday april
ath 181488

r

being requested by president snow
to occupy a little time this afternoon
I1 will take the liberty to read a few
verses contained in the ath chapter of
the first book of nepal in the book
of mormon etisait is a dream or vision
that was had by the ancient prophet
and patriarch lehilebi who led forth a
company consistingconsistme of his family and
others from the city of jerusalem
about years before christ and
being led by the power of god waswag
landed on the west snores of this
american continent this aged

veteran in hisbis experience has I1lefteft on
record the following dream or vision
which is found in the eighth chapter of
first nephi commencing with the ath
verseverae

5 and it came to pass that I1 saw a man
and he was dressed in a white robe and hebe
came and stood before me

6 and it came to pass that he unto
me and bade me follow him

7 and it came to pass that as I1 followed
him I1 beheld myself that I1 was in a dark
and dreary waste

8 and after I1 had travelled torfor the space
of many hours in darkness I1 began to pray
unto the lord that hebe would navehave mercy
on me according to the multitude of hisbis
tender mercies

9 and it came to pass that atterafter I1 prayed
unto the lord I1 beheld a large and spacious
field

10 and it came to pass that I1 beheld a
tree whose fruit was desirable to make one
happy

11 and it came to pass that I1 did go forth
and partake of the fruit thereof and I1 be-
held that it was most sweet above all that I1
ever before tasted yea and I1 beheld that
the fruit thereof was whitefowhitetetoto exceed all
the whiteness that I1 hadbad ever seen

12 and as I1 partook of the fruit thereof
it filled my soul with exceeding great joy
wherefore I1 began to be desirous that mmy
family should partake of it also for I1 knew
that it was desirable above all other fruit

13 and as I1 cast my eyes round about
that perhapsperli aps I1 might discover my family aal-
so I1 beheld a river of water and it ran
along and it was near the tree of which I1
was partaking the fruit

19 and 1 beheld a rod of iron and it ex-
tended along theie bank of the river and led
to the tree by which I1 stood

20 and I1 also beheld a straight and nar-
rowfow path which came along by ththee rod of
iron even to the tree by which 1I1 stood and
it also led by the head of the fountain unto
a large and spacious field as itif it had been
a world

3121 andad I1 saw numberless concourses of
people many of whom were pressing for-
ward that they might obtain the path which
led unto the tree by which I1 stood

3222 and it came to pass that they did come
forth and commence inthein the path which led
to the tree

23 and it came to pass that there arose a
mist of darkness yea eveneven an exceeding
great mist of darkness insomuch that they
who had commenced laim the path did losejose
their way that they wandered off and were
lost

24 and it came to pass that I1 beheld
others pressing forward and they came
forth and caught hold of the end of the rod
of iron and they did press forward through
the mist of darkness clinging to the rod of
iron even until they diddia come forth and
partake of the truitfruit of the tree

it might seem quite preposterous for
me to think of instructing and edifying
this vast congregation in regard to
anything I1 know of myself or any gift
of minelymine by which I1 might endeavor to
do so but if the saints shall exercise
their faith and inclinations it may be
N radventure that the holy spirit
aallshall rest upon us and that we may be
edineledified together

it seems as though the flood of ligh
and instruction that has been
out during this conference upon the
peoplecopl e which has been quite becom-
inging anand refreshing from the presence
of god that of those who have heardbeard
these instructions and have sought to
take them in and be profited thereby
they would be sufficient to satisfy any
honest seekers after truth in regard to
the principles of life and salvation and
enable himbia or them to lay holdbold off the
rod of iron and follow it to the source
of the river of life commencing with
the first principles of faith repentance
and baptism and coming on even to
baptism confirmation and
tion for the dead which have brought
us in our reflection and meditation to
a sense of unika with our fathers and
mothers that have gone before us we
have bad poured out to us the preciousbrecious
things of the kingdom of

goggod which
are calculated to stir up in the hearts
of thetb righteous a firm inclination to
adhere to the principles of the gospel
yea to hold on to the rod of ironthisthis vision that was here seen
though it applied to the people who
received it and to the new land to
which they were going still the cir-
cumstancescum stances attendant upon thengthem were
in some respects so analogous to the
circumstances of the present day that
it seems to me that from this lesson we
may derive profit and be strengestrengthenedhened
in our work and induced to hold ftfirmly
to this rod of iron that is bedew
of we are informed in the revelationrevelation
to st john that the lord shall subdue
all things and put all things under his
feet that 11 he shall rule them
with a rod of iron as the vessels

of a potter shall they be broken
to shivers and this rod olof iron as
nephi explains in the chapter and

verse is toethe word of god so thatlain regard to this expression there need
be no misunderstanding now in this
vision which I1 have read you will no-
tice that the prophet saw a great many
going along trying to walk in that
straight and narrow path but some of
therethen got out olof it and you will recol-
lect be says that there arose an ex-
ceeding great mist of darkness inso-
much that they who had commenced
in ade path lost their way so that the
only chance they hadbad to keep lain the
right path was to haugbang on to the rod
of iron otherwise itif that rod was near
the edge of the river they might tum-
ble into the river and be cut off from
the direct way

the prophet nephi further says in
the same connection that whosochoso
would hearken unto the wordward of god
and would holdbold fast unto it they
would never perish neither could ththee
temptations and the fiery darts of the
adveradversarysaTy overpower them unto
blindness to lead them away to10 de-
structionst wherefore nephi did exhort
hisbis to give heed unto the
wordw d of the lord with all thethe energies
wat s soul and with all the faculty
whichh he possessed they would give
heed to the word of god andaad remem-
ber to keep his commandments in all
things

now it occurs to my mind that in
our own day right here in salt lakecity there is great need for many yesyea
torfor all of us to cling tight unto this
rod of iron which is the word
of god one of the ancient apostles
in speaking of this says to the brethrenwe have also a more sure word of
prophecy whereuntowhere tinto ye do well that
ye take heed as unto a aig itt that
chineth in a dark place until the day
dawn and the day star arise in your
hearts 11 from this saysayinging we are ledto understandnd ahathat they who hadbad em-
braced the gospel those who had been
born olof the water and the spirit had a
sure word of prophecy to chica faey
must take heed this day dawn and
the day star that was to arise in
their hearts was that principle which
is spoken ofinof in another scripture
where it says the anno inting which
ye have received of him arideth in you
and ye need not that any man teach
you but as the samebarne anno inting
teacheth you all things and is truth
and is no liband even ILSas it hath taught
you ye shall abide in him this was
otof peculiar importance to the saintsas well as to the apostles ancientlyancie itlY
especially when some were being killed

and others seatscattered in different
parts of the earth it was of special
importance to them that they should
have the spirit of god 9 which is f
spirit of revelation within them t
it might bea source of light and I1
and an anchor to their souls couthanyally

now I1 ask have we not also received
this holy anointing andaad if we have
are not these same blessings promisfoeu
tonsto us even all who keep hisbis command
mento and inasmuchinasmuchasas we cultivate
these blessi gs by constant obedienceaea e we not precious in the eyes of god
we are told in thetae scriptures
his children are precious in his stshatht tas the apple of rifhis eye suppose
then that each one undertakes
hims elfand adopts the process
mended in the epistle which was read
yesterday suppose we wash our
eyes with eye salve and judge our-
selves in that marinermanner which is contem-
plated by the apostle namely we
rejudgedge ourselves so that we nee
be judged by no man Is it no
better to judge ourselves aud
putut anav all that is unworthy in our
livesfives andaid claim this great blessing
which is virtue of the holy
anointing Is not this our right and
privilege do we not feel the need of
noremore of the spirit of revelation in
these times of doubt and uncertainty
Is it not better I1 repeat to judge our
ourselves and put ourselves in a po-
sition to receive these blessings at the
hands of god one and all of us we
should then be in a position to get

knowledgeBow ledge and intelligence of the
lord in all things as we might need it

tos obediobedienceenee to the will of god that
brings his arieno ohpah p and itshis bles-
sings

lain the early settlement of these val-
leys when each sambath we ate and
drank at the table of the lord ution
peace and love to each other and the
lordlard all was pleasant eveseven in our
deep bovepovertyty now in the face of all
the oppositionioa that we meet it is not
quite sofo easy to be a saint in some
respects it Is easy for a mariner to
gaideade his ship in a fair wlwindnd loutbut in a
hurricane abd rough sea he requires auall
the skill he possesses so with the ship
zion at onegue time all may be pleasant

behold we navehave been gathered to-
gether from the four quarters of the
earth many have cornscome here not for
the truths sake but to better their
condition temporally 1 would like
to bear my testimony here of the great
work and excellence of the institution
that has helped so many to gather to
this country presidents brigham
young and john taylor well managema
its affairs visas benet of our race
and regrendereddered it very efficient to bring
may thousands here

in our scooping in the net we were
not then able to discern those that
were good from those that were bad
the savior said when the net we
cast luteinto the sea that it was likeke
unto the kingdom of god it
all sorts of fish to the shore and vw e
find it to be true the good will be
put into vessels the bad will be cast
away there are some people here
who being traitors betray their

brethren and sisters men whom it
would have been better if they had
never come to this land ar perhaps
better still if they had not bbeeneen born
some of them and these together
with the enemies of zionZ ion who have
come up against the people of godare
doing their utmost to make things
very unpleasant among us

darkness covers the ear h and gross
darkness the people because they
have changed the ordinances they
have transgressed the laws and they
irive broken the everlasting covenant
tttL hathbath a curse devoured the
earth and it is devouring itnow then let us lookk at this darkassmssnt ss a little thetae prophet lehi said
he beholdbeheld in this vision that there was
great darkness thatthai he was led into
and he saw how difficult it was to getgel
ta rough and oat of it into the light
again indeed he found tttheie only aywayiy
tolofto getet through paswas by clinging to the
rorod of iron

this is characteristic of the saints
always that while they love the light
they fear not the darkness while they
have the spirit and power of god with
them

we are reminded of one of the early
hymns that used to be sung
we want no cowards in our handband that will

their colors fly
we call for valiant hearted men whore not

afraid to die

these are the kind we have been
seeking for andaed have found a great
many still while gathering them we
have hadbad to bring others with them
the wheat and the tares are so mixed
up and have grown together that itif
we pull up the tares we will be very
apt to pull some of the wheat also so
well wait until the harvest and the
angels will gather the wheat in the gar-
ner and the tares into bundles to be
burned in the due time of the lord

but concerning this darkness nolowiwi
know that a good many of the saints
teie put about over thesethee thing their
athesathers are taken off to krisun their

ahusbands are draggedaggedy away and they
lemiemselves are humored in the dust by

reason of the inquisition that seems to
take possession of them and their
most backed relationslons consequently
thare is a sad feeling and sorrosorrow v gets
into the minds of01 some but we tell you
it is iuin baese times that the test comes
to the increase of our faith

there is such a thing as walking in
the twilight when your light does notnoi
burn very brig it but your eyes be-
come adapted to the light and you can
see to walk steadily without
bling even if it be not in the full liga i

of the son of righteousness but bbyy
and by that glorious son will come inia
the fatness of his splendor

the dawning of that day has come
we are walking in the light of it but
when thethes m of righteous snail come
and dwell upon the earth the nrefalht
sous will have a falness of his glory

did you ever walk out in a dark
night when the vivid lightning flashed
and the pealing thunder rolled over
your headsbeads when it was so dark you
could not see a step before you when
the glare of light came you could see
what was butbuc a few steps ahead and
could go a start distance in safety
when aa glashofflash of light still further
illuminated your pathway until the
storm had passed and you were en-
abled to pursue your way steadily in
an even though perhaps not the bright-
est light so with the experience and
trials c f the saints though the storm
may beat upon us the ungodly hover
around us and thick darkness
may exist and threaten destruc-
tion of property and life still

1 between there will come to those who
are true and faithful these manifesta-
tions from time to time that will
sshowhow them from one step to the next
the way to tree of life lehllehi saw in
hisbis vision an exceeding greagrea mist ofif
darkness many who
commenced in the narrow path did lose
their way aud wandered off sadand were
lost while those who clung to the lodiod
of iron made their way safely
to the tree and partook of its fruit

herein my brethren is where we
come to the trial of our ffaith though
not so80 much a trial of our faitfaith per-
haps as of our integrity to the truth

some feel their weakness and are a
little shaky when they see our great
government is taking away ouroar prop
arty the hard earnings of our labor
and the toil of forty years and in the
midst of this confusion and jar won-
der what the outcome will be sup-
pose we should be stripped of ourpos-
sessions by unscrupulous agencies our
frugality temperance industry and
faith in god would soon enable us to
place ourselves on a better basis of
wealth than we ever before enjoyed
we could scarcely be brought to a
lower condition in that respect than
when we arrived in these valleys and
exist my brethren and sisters
C odid has given us indubitable
ni such unqualified assurahsuces that he would establish hisaris
kk egdom in this dispensation and
that it shall never be givengevea to another
people but that he will deal with his
saints discipline and prepare them so
that they will have that assurance and
confidence that they will never doubt
and when satan comes around and
tries to disturb their confidence and
unsettle their integrity they would
say get theeibee behind me satan it is
written thou serve the
lord thy god and him only
ahalt thou serve and as for me
aad mine we will serve the lord
therefore I1 sasay to you my brethren
and sisters akenwhen you are troubled
with any manner of or afflictions
and are depressed do not forget your
god get away inino0 your secret places

i and pray unto him and do not allow

yourselves to be diverted from the
right way of the lord but move care-
fully and by and by baese clouds will
have passed away the light will come
then oh howbow thankful you will be if
you have not said or done anything
that you will have to be sorry torfor and
that wod take you perhaps years to
recover I1 wouldwould like if I1 could
to say a word to strengthen the breth-
ren in these times so they may
feel encouraged and invigorated to go
on their way rejoicing

we should teach onourr children the
right way of the lord instruct them to
pray and not get in a hurrylurry and neglect
these things when you are sad then
is the time to pray and when you are
joyful sing psalms of praise dont
forget to acknowledge the hand of the
lord at all times and in all things
then he will order your way in great
inmarcyarcy and I1itsts grace shall be sufficient
tor you his promises to his children
will never fail though the heavens
and earth pass away still not one jot
or tittle of his word shall go unful-
filled it will goge forth and not return
voldvoid but shall accomplish the
thing whereunto it is sent
then 0I1 ye saints lift up your heartshearte
be glad and rejoice although darkness
may lower around youyon and maymav dwell
upon vou r path for season kemem
ber that god has ordaordainedinea the nightbight
as well as the day and one is just asaj
important as the other itif tireane sun
shone on the earth all the time it would
dry everything up there would be no
moisture which now sustains vegeta-
tion causes the verdure of the earth
and makes its various products agree-
able pleasant and profitable for our
userise

we have received during this con-
ference some very incisive suggestsuggestionslons
and instructions concerning the course
that is belag pursued by many of the
people do we realize that we live in
a day in which all the known forces
seem conspiring to hasten the fulfilfulfill
mentmeat of the purposes of god in hisgreat litterlatter day work itif is therefore
the more essential that we live nearer
to him and have more of his spirit
being careful to deev oil in our vessels
having our lamps trimmed and burning
brightly that we may see and know
hohow to redeem the time because the
days are evil and are liable to be more
so80

who can contemplate the many
judgments that have spread de-
structionst through the earth during
the half century lain which the gospel
hishas been revearevealedted and preached amoamongg
the nations the waves of the seaa
roaring and heaving themselvesvei bbe-
yond their bounds as instanced in
china quite recently when over one
and a halthalf million of human beings
were reported swept into eternity by a
terrible concussion of the elements or
as in india during a famiaewhen someseme
hundreds of thousands perished in

rious other parts where towns cit-
ies and islands have been sunk oi01 jeen
overflooded with all their teeming pop

ioosioris these together with the
earthquakes cyclones pestilencespentilences and
tornadoes that have visited our own
much favored land with their terrible
consequences in souta carolina still
fresi in our memories cannot be
contemplated without feeling the
evidence that the lord is following
the testimonies of his ministers with
his own canthconfirmationmation of their words
and realizing that it is in fulfillment of
his promises I1

we have lived in these mountains
forty years and have raised up a new
generation some of our soussots have
grown up and become elders bishops
presidents judges and attorneys we
have another generation that has
grown up among us how mucheh do they
realize of what their tattersliers and
mothers their grandfathers and grand-
mothersmot tiers had to pass through to get to
these valleys of the moun-
tains and commence to establish
homes very few indeed entertain
any realizing sense of the experience
their parents had on the plains or the
trouble they had before they beltleft nau-
voo or the persecutions they anduendureded
in the Stastateteofof missouri

it is necessary that ouroar young people
should entertain some idea of these
things else how can they appreciate
the value of the peaceful and happy
homes they are now permitted to enjoy
if our people young or old forget
god and riohip great deliverances liehe
knows just how to teach the present
generation as he did their parents

we have coraecome to be a w peo-
ple we have among us bankers
merchants well to do artisans and
farmers who are in very comfortable
circumstances so far as this worlds
goods are concerned the lord causes
our land to be fruitfulfruitaal and gives usas
plenty Now what I1 want to drewyourdraw your
attention to is this while we have
abundance given unto us while we
have all we need to sustain life and
makeinake us comfortable does it occur to
you that if we do not conductourselves
so as to preserve the favor of god with
us that he can stop the earth from
yielding forth its fruit can close uup
our mercantile establishments antand
banks and bankrupt us all we are in
his hands he can do with us as seem
eth him best tois being so80 we
should make him our friend keep our
covenants andobey his laws for he
can bestow upon us abundantly or
he can of his own will permit us to
be brought down as low as when we
first cametocame to these valleys but then
we need not make any great worriment
about that certainly the old folks will
not I1 have heard many of them say
1 I shall never be afraid of going hun-
gry after this after crossing the plains
and locating in these valleys under the
circumstances that we did butbat it is
within the providence of god if we

should depart from him or forget
ourselves and not value and aappre-
ciate

pre
his blessings to eringbring

us down from our pres-
ent prosperous condition you
know he can do it he has permit-
ted us to get homes in which we could
settle down with no one to molest us
if however we disregard these hohomesines
and are ready tp sell them out to those
who hatebate us the lord may chastise us
torfor so doing it seems as it some otof
the brethren had said to themselves
1 I may as well do as others do and
the betbest reason that they can give torfor
their course is itif I1 do not bell I1 myay
neighbor will just as the man rea-
soned in regard to putting up a saea
loor itif I1 dont put up a saloon
somebody else will and I1 may as
well do it as be it seems as if some
of our brethren hadbad actually gotot scared
for fear they could not get rigrid of their
homes and they have employed in-
trigue and deception to bring itic about
there must come a time when ahks
will have to stop or the displeasure of
the lord will bebe incurred upon the
people it is a principle utof truth
and justice that ifif men go
astray and brinsbring the displeasure of
god upon themselves and those around
them they necessarily are accountable
for the mischief done to a certain con-
siderablesidesid erableradle extent I1 recollect well a
saying of the prophet joseph when
there were men laying in wait for him
and for his life and when there were
brethren around him who did notdot know
what they were about tiehe said hebe had
not only to protect himself against the
malice of his enemies but also against
the follies of hisbis friends so it is in
these days we have tpto protect our-
selves not only against our enemies
but frequently against the follyfelly of our
friends who bring trouble needlessly
upon us by their unwise conduct and
conversation

anere are many things thidthat we might
take into consideration I1 will men-
tion another one not only are we in
a condition where the lord can
deal with usas in the way
taftt I1 have mentioned but let
me remind youyot thit while earthquakes
cyclones terrible convulsions of na-
ture and the heaving of the sea beyond
its are happening in other
countries quite as strange things may
happen here we have been greatly
blessed having experienced but a
spspockshockock or two of earthquake with no
disastrous consequences but it may
be borne in mind that we are living on
a strip of the earth where from the
geysers of the yellowstone to the trotrop-
ical region of the west indies it is
nothing motemore or less than a line of stsi-
lent earthquakes and volcanoes go
down and louwill find the land
for miles around gives evidences of
terrible volcanic eruptions in leaving
great fissures and craters in the
ground go north and you will find
the same thing we are living on a
portion of the earth where we are lia-
ble to be more than any other place on
this hemisphere subject tote these great
didisastersgasters as chastisements

I1 merely refer youion to this to show
how easy in the natural course of
events it would be for oar heavenly
father to bring affliction upon us anin
our peaceful and happihappy homes I1 do
not wish to terrify you intonto obedience
but to remind you thatabat we are in the
handsbands of god our father and that hebe
will deal with us in his infinite wis-
dom and itif we keep his command-
ments and walk in the way of his
judgments landand statutes we
need not fear the legisla-
tion of congress the rulings of
judges nor the decision of nations
but we leave that to god let him
judge between them and us he knows
how to rebuke strong nations afar offof
bandand howbow to teach senators wisdom
and he will do it he will order allali
these things in his own good way and
in his own good time armies have
already been here in our midst and
gone away as harmless as the boys toin
the twentieth ward that were
imprisoned by the federal officers
for playing with their wooden swords
we are talking with the nation and
the nation with us about the princi-
ples of the gospel we are inquiring
to fledfind outoat as to whether we shall gain
our liberties or remain in the condition
we are now in we are not now un-
der governor ford of illinois nor
the captain oflot the carthage aleyegreys
we have come outgut here and the lord
during all these different trials huhas
broubroughtglit us unto an 0openen field like unto
that which father lettlebi saw we are
assuming another aspect entirely we

are in another class of society if youyon
please itlains the nation of the united
states who talks with us and we with
them concerning our rights and previl
ages as citizens we should not lorfor
get this we should maintain the faith

and have it continually in ouroar minds
our lives should be consistent it waswao

very pleasant for us when we were
here by ourselves when we were not
troubled bybv drunkenness or houses of
III fame ouroar sisters could then walk
out in the evening without the care of

their men and feel jjustast sm86 ifflatee as they

did in the day time in these early
daysdavs it was very pleasant to be so ele-
xclusiveclu sive but thatwas not the object
of our coming here As the savior said

ye are the light of the world A blyeltcity

that is set on an hillbill cannot be aid
neither do men light a candle and plitpat
it under a bushel but onOB a
candlestick and it light unto
all that are toin the housebouse ourjar light
should not be hidbid under the bed or
under a 13bushelushel but it tefee lit
up here in these mountains and it has
got to so that this wholebole nation
shall see it and all nations must see
audand have a chancedchanchanc cefept accepting or re-
jectingI1 the gospel we must frater 10 i


