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superstructure of ages, with all its ab-

THE RACRED PRINCIPLES OF THE strdse. technical, contradictory and im-

GOBFEL.

Whether in these times of belliger-
ency any tople save that of war will
command elther reading or reflection 15

possible thedries as the cobwebs are
swept from the darkened chamber by
‘‘a master workman who needed not to
be ashamed.” To those who received
this glorious light before its full de-

almoat questionable. The general mind! velopment,it was the key of knowledge;

i8
were over ''a storm In a teapot,’” that
Mterati and illiterate, priest and people,
are all on the gqut vive for that ‘and
nothing more.” Yet the interests of hu-
manity are still as varied, as deep and
broad as at any period of greater or
less excitement and some would no
doubt question whether wisdom could
hecome %0 Infatuated as to subordinate
the greater to the lesm, the eterpal to
the transitory, or ‘the quarrels of na-
tions—whether intoxieated with a hun-
dred yentrs' success, or blase wilith
patrictan excesses and in dotage after
centyries of rule and wealth have
“vanished llke a dream of the night.”
The conservative, well balanced. intel-
ligent observer sees that there im a
director of the storm, that beyond the
fleeting paseions of man (right or
wrong) there I8 control, and that the
"'upexpected whioh happens” to the
clearer vislon is but the shifting scenes
here and there in the great drama of
humanity, which move forever onward
toward a certain consummation,
‘whether men hear or whether. they
forbear.”

That this age is to be strangely pro-
lific in changes and events seems to
be universally conceded. Men of all
shades of opinion. religious to fanati-
cism and skeptical to a fault, have
faorehodings that surely hbespeak cata-
clysm and may he chaos, unless tha
elements ot Insubordination are
checked by a power seen or ubseen,
acknowledged or otherwise as the case
ymay be. To the former, faith finds its
own solution for the exigency; to the
latter, human strategy, human wis-
dom, wealth, might, rule, are the only
weapons. These with an innate natur-
al(?) conservatism are all that can he
depended upon when the whirlwind
rages and institutions go down with
the crosh of thunder, until destruc-
tlon, as In history (sacred and protane)
satiated by excess and reft of pos-
gegged and maddened element there
comes retirement from sheer exhaus-
tion and despalr.

Among the striklng phenomena of
our age, indeed the most astoenlshing.
were those manifestations of profound
and continued divine Interest in man
with which this age and century
opened, As a Iad, bhorn and reared In
a religlous home and‘subject to mod-
arn religious dogma and organization,
we were continually reminded that
we were “living in the full blaze of
Gospel day.”” Years of experlence have
proved that this was only “a figure of
apeech,’ that spiritual and religiocus
darkness was intense; that clouds of
surmlise, tradition, criticism, super-
stition befogged the earth; that
“ight had {once) come into the world.
but that the light had been rejected
inasmuch a8 sSome loved darkness
rather than light, because their deeds
were evil:"” that the record of that light
wasg all that was left to man, save the
measure of pood which {s laft to him—
a5 the proof of his dlvine origin and
that glimmering of “true light” which
‘“lighteth every man that cometh Into
the world.”

Two days of celestial time elapsed
and again the loat or hldden light
streamed forth; "truth—eternal truth.™
was once more declared—mot at once.
or men only half used to twilight might
have been blinded by Its effulgence,
but soft and gentle as day breaks upon
the earth, a brief intlmatlon by angelic
vigitation, then, the simple manifesta-
tion of “the Father and the 8on.”
demonstrating that “"they lived.' and
by this, sweeplng away the theological
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so0 wrought up, a0 ahsorbed as it|God lives, revealed the secret of ages,

it was a demonstration, often imagined,
hoped for, prayed for, belleved in, but
deemed unproved and unprovahle by re-
ligion and eonly inferred by science.
The grandeur and magnitude of that
revelation is hardly comprehended hy
the Latter-day Saints; and Ilke the
“littie leaven’ Dbarely beginning to
work In that“harrel of meal,”the world;
it is a glorious theme for the poet and
prophet, for the spiritual man and the
moralist, for the student of human na-
ture and its philosophy and value; and
for the seer who would plerce the mys-
teries of Providence and the destiny
of earth and its associated myriads; it
is the entering wedge which when driv-
en home by future revelation and al-
mighty power, can only explain and
mMake comprehensaible the universe of
God.

From thia great central truth, radi-
ates all collateral truths, yet so natur-
al is their order, so harmonious thelr
unity and heauty, so far-reaching their
poteney and influence, that the most
profound thought must return through
the eterntties for comtemplation. And
yvet thelr development i{s s¢ consecu-
tive, so gradual and simple, that to use
an ¢0ld expression "the wayfaring man
though a fool need not err therein.”
Bring home to a human scul or con-
seiousness this  fundamental truth,
which testifles to Ita own secret feeling
ahd deepest thought, and you turn the
tides of life into richer channels, New
aspirations and querles arise as to re-
lationship with God and Christ, and
faith springs t0 a comprehension that
He ig 'the God who made the heavens
and earth, the sea and the fountalns of
water," that He is "the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob;” that He is the
Creator—nay, “the Fnther of the
spirits of all flesh;” and that this in-
volves the responsihility of relation-
ship; that this God ls not only a God
of personage—a llving God, but a God
who is interested, who can hear, who

can anawer—the od of individual
man, as well as of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Faith grasps.ardently this position,
vot acknowledges discrepancy; and the
thought of pre-existence steals in upon
the mind, with all its assoclations, edu-
eation, opportunities and knowledge,
This life seen as a probation takes on
new glory. It becomes a school, a mis-
sion. an avemue for experience, for
trial, The idea of purpose, of exalta-
tion, follows, for all analogy shows
that "ltke begets like,”” that possibil-
itle@ are enormous, but that '"the flesh
Is weak;"” that sin is the heritage of
violated law; that Inflnite Father's
wisdom hath provided a remedy-<a
way of escape; that a Father's
prescience will and does comprehend
the situation. Thus faith, humility, {n-
spiration, point out the stages of a
spirit-influenced life.

Even bold reason would discern the
order of revealment thus far at least.
Faith and ‘repentance are like 'the
Siamese twins,” united together as the
fruition of lYfe by the ligament of
spiritual thought, and to that thought

principle of eternal potency; repentance
from a sense of relatlonship and over-
powering weakness takes on new fea-
tures; sense of sin finds remission in
the waters of baptism: ¢leansing in "“the
laver of regeneration, under new
conditions, makes the humble convert™”
a new creature in Christ Jesus;” and to
impart unto him special power there ias
communicated that monitor and friend,
the indwelling Spirit that the excellency
and power of the great salvation
might be of God and not of man.
When to thls 1s superadded the organ-
ization of "the Church of God and
Christ,” with Its advisary, corrective
and restraining wisdom, with Itz gifta
and hlessings, its helps and govern-
ments, its Priesthood and supervyision,
what could be created or devised more
worthy of being called '‘the everlast-
ing Gospel” than that which has been
restored to the members of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-diay Saints?

How grandly these giant celumna of
eternal principle tower above the re-
ligious architecture of uninspired men!
Beautiful, symmetrical, - consecutive,
natural and orderty, every truth in ita
place, nothing foreed, nothing crowded
in, nothing superfluous, nothing to be
unlearned, nothing to be supérseded
or overthrown—they are certainly in
their present stage exhibiting the
affiuence of divime wisdom; the es-
gsential geniis of religion as found in
unsophisticated man, rejolees in them;
there Iz aliment for all, milk for the
spiritual babes in Christ and strong
meat for those of maturer years; truth
easy of comprehension and graded
lessons for the improvers, problems
for the wise and solutiens for the faith-
ful, until by translating any task from
day to day into actual, positive, round-
ed life we approximate through what
can he learned and practiced here
unto ‘‘the Church of the firsthorn ami
the spirlt of just men made perfect.”

FROM THE GEORGIA CONFERENCE.

Buchanan, Ga., April 2, 1888,
To- the Editor:

Two Mormon Elderg were se¢n ¢om-
ing into the eity of Buchanan on the
26th day of March. They had been
sent thither by Elias 8. Kimball, Presi-
dent of the SBouthern States mission.
They had been laboring in the South

Alnbama conference, one in Antauga

county, and the other In FLee county.
They had been instructed to hold a
two days' fasrt upon meeting. but as
they met In Lee county, and there be-
ing no friends there, they were forced
to start on their long journey without
fAirat holding thelr fast. but petitloning
thelr Maker, on the way, to raise up a
friend. where they might carry out this
counsel. They egntinued on from day
to day until mear to their county, but
as yet not having found a frlend who
would keep them longer than over
night, they then conciuded to fast one
day and walk and ask the Lord te
raise up o friend who would keep them.
When within a day’s walk of their
county, they found friends who wersa
willing to provide for them, They
spent a most interesting tlme holding
meetings and conversing with them on
the SBcriptures. They spent the great-
er part of two days conversing with a
minister of the Congregational church,
who made the time quite pleasant for

them.
having finished

The Elders, after

there comes conception of order, sys- thetr fast, went on thelr way rejoleing,

tem, purpose, power, such as i3 finally
found in the mission, message and Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ, who was “the One'
assoclated with the Father In this ex-
rosition of salvation

dispensation of time as it was from;
them to the Prophet Yoseph in “the dla-| was granted.
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and arrived at Buchanan as above stat-
and proceeded at once to visit the
He being very husy did not
talk long with them, but after explaln.

in the meridian Ing briefly their business, they asked

permission to canvass the city, which

They also visited the

pensation of the fullness” thereof, as ordinary or judge and asked permisaion

understood by all believers. In this ays-
tematized form. faith is seen to be a

"
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to preach in the court house, which
privilege was granted. But on account



