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what would be our fate I1 know
though what has been in the past
joseph through false brethren had his
life taken from him those nearest to
him betrayed him in the days of which
president woodruff has spoken and at
the very last those who were nearest to
him were among the men who were the
means of bringing him to his death
now how is it with i he first presidency
do we have a mind of our own those
who know us can judge of this it is
our duty to make our thoughts known
upon every subasubjectact but we should not
be hard in our heartscarts we should be soft
and tender so that the spirit of god
will influence us it does not do for us
to be opinionated and set in our feelings
and think that our view is the correct
view but to hold our hearts open to re-
ceive the manifestations of the spirit of
god I1 suppose each one of us is fond
of having his own way I1 know I1 am
1I am willing to confess that I1 like to
have my own way but I1 do not like
naymy own way well enough to want it in
opposition to my breth rens way that
is our duty as the first presidency of
the church it is the duty of every
presidency throughout the church the
residentspresidents of stakes and their counse-
lors the bishops and their counselors
and all who act in presiding positions
should be united it is our duty as the
first presidency of the church to seek
torlor this spirit of union for which the
savior rayedprayed and to be one to bring
our feedingsfeelings in subjection and when
two agree on a thing and the third can-
not see it let him say 1 I am going with
youou no feeling that enters into my
Khearteart shall stand between you and me
suppose that one man has more wisdom
than another it is better to carry out a
plan that is not so wise if you are
united on it speaking generally a plan
or a policy that may be inferior in some
respects is more effective if men are
united upon it than a better plan would
be upon which they were divided but
somessome may ask where comes in the
inspiration of god in such cases as this
we should understand that god uses
men as instruments in carrying out his
purposes he uses them according to
their capacity he gives them oppor-
tunity to exercise their agency and to
work out self development the lord
gave to the children of israel after
leaving egypt what is called the law of
carnal commandments it was ad-
mittedlymitt edly an inferior law to that which
liehe desired them to have yet it came
from the lord he inspired his servant
moses to do that for the people because
they were not prepared to receive and
put in practice higher truths and live up
to higher laws

the first presidency ought to have in
the first place their hearts single to the
woryalory of god to have no personal feel
ingig that will influence them in any
policy but have their motives pure and
then when they unite on anything and
givee any counsel I1 tell you that godvilwill sustain that and carry it through
he will supplement it by his wisdom
and power and make it effective for
the first presidency are but mortal men
we can only see a certain distance
god sees to the utmost limit there
are no bounds to his sight but there
are bounds to ours does he require
superhuman wisdom of us no only as
he gives it to us he points out the
path and if our motives are pure and
we are united on any plan or policy he
will bless and sanctify that and he will

make it successful that constitutes
the strength of the first presidency
their unity tindand the purity of their
motives they may errerrandand who does
not As I1 said we are fallible men
whatever my views may be concerning
the church and its infallibility I suppose
there are none of the officers of the
church who claim infallibility cert-
ainly I1 do not claim it for myself but
when we are united our motives pure
and we divest ourselves of every per-
sonal desire and bias and ask god to
take away all hardness from our hearts
and all blindness from our minds and
then supplicate him for his blessing it
will surely come then the twelve
apostles and the other officers of the
church when they carry that counsel
out and in the same spirit will
be blessed and the church will be
blessed and as I1 have said god will
supplement our weakness by his
strength and our want otof knowledge by
his infinite knowledge and his great
power

in this way the church of christ has
always been led occasionally men
arise who tower above the multitude in
the extent of their knowledge such as
the prophet joseph and others whose
names I1 need not mention for as the
lord revealed to abraham there are
differences in spirits he spoke of the

or the stars and of the
difference manifest in them that one
star was greater and brighter than
another until dolob was reached which
is near the throne of the eternal and
he said it was so with the spirits of
men there are differences in spirits
there are different grades of intelligence
among the spirits of men we are not
all on a dead level but god sends
forth occasionally a man that towers
like a giant in the midst of his fellow
men the prophet joseph was of that
kind there have been innumerable
examples of men not of our church of
that kind whose knowledgknowledgee foresight
and intelligence were so larfar ahead of
their compeerscompeers and those who lived

with them that they
could not come up to them this
church could not come up to joseph
he towered above us he would have
revealed things to us if we hadbad been
prepared that would have been far
greater than those that we have received
but the lord deals with his children
mercifully he gives them intelligence
according to their capacity to receive it
therefore wise men such as joseph
and others give the counsel that is
adapted to the conditions and circum-
stances of the people though they may
see that it is not exactly what ought to
be better to ilivegive the people some
thing they wwin obey it it is not the
fullness of the law of god better to
lead them on until their capacity is en-
largedar ed and they are prepared to receive
hhigherigahe r principles and truths ththatat is
the way god has done with his people
there are many things that the leading
men of this church can see and under-
stand that they cannot to the
peopleople nor ask the people to do themmywhy because they know that the
people would not come up to the re-
quirementquirement and that therefore they
would he disobedient better to give
them line upon line precept upon pre-
cept here a little and there a little
than to give them something that they
could not receive and that they would
rebel against that is the manner in
which the lord deals with his children

and it is the manner in which wise men
ingfredinspired of the lord deal with their
fefellowow men speaking as a first presi-
dency if we could have our way there
are many changes that we would make
but you know how difficult it is to have
people see alike upon manmanyy poinpointsts

now if the first presidency are inin
the condition that I1 have heretofore re-
ferred to god is with them and he will
sustain them I1 do not think you can
find three men at least I1 do not know
of any three men who feel a greater
sense of their unworthiness for the posi-
tion they are called to fill than the three
presidents of the church the first
president you know and you know the
feeling that he has respecting presi-
dent smith and myself I1 know that
we have both been overpowered by
the sense of our own weakness god
knows I1 never would have stood in this
position if I1 could have had my way I1
have acted only because it was gods
willill that I1 should act I1 may not seem
that way in the sight of my brethren I1
do not think I1 do possiblepossibly my brethren
do not think I1 feel as I1 do0 because it
is natural for me if there is anything
to do to go at it energetically but I1
feel as though it required all the power
that god can give to help me to be
what I1 am I1 would have no connection
with this office I1 would not touch it if
I1 did not know that it was the will of
god that I1 should act in this position
and I1 know this is the feeling of presi-
dent woodruff I1 know it is the feeling
of president smith I1 know it is the
feeling of the twelve and of the elders
generally when the spirit of god
comes upon us we feel our unworthi-
ness and that nothing but gods power
and blessing can sustain us in bearing
up under this great responsibility which
he has placed upon us

my brethren and sisters I1 speak of
union the first presidency must be
united the twelve must be united
not among themselves alone but with
the first presidency they must see
eye to eye with the first presidency
they should come and ask counsel of
the first presidency and as was said
by president joseph F smith this mornmom
ing when men do things in secret and
are not willing to bring that which they
have into the light of day there is
always cause for fear we should have
our hearts open and be willing for all
our brethren to read our hearts and our
thoughts we should enter into no
arrangement nor have any connection
with anything that we have to conceal
it is not the spirit of god that prompts
concealment nor should we enter into
things without being willing to ask
counsel respecting them no matter what
they be it is our duty to ask counsel

to seek the mind and will of god
for god does speak through his ser-
vants and he does give counsel through
them unto the peopeoplePle the twelve
ought to be in this condition they
ought not to shun the society and the
counsel of the first presidency do we
want this for our self glorification the
lord knows we do not but it is the
order of the church that the twelvertwelve
should seek counsel from those whom
god has placed to preside and they
should be free in asking counselcounselandand
and not do anything without it in the
same manner the residentspresidents of stakes
and their counselors should ask coun-
sel the bishops and their counselors
should ask counsel and the seven presi-
dents of the seventies in their place


