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EARLY CHURCH HISTORY IN ENGLAND

the following letter gives an interest-
ing account of a visit to preston eng
sand in february last by elder robert
aveson who has lately returned to his
mountain home

having a desire to attend the liver-
pool conference and to take a view of
sights of early church history I1 left
patricroftPatri croft sunday february irth
walked to monton green about a mile
and then took the train for blackburn
via wigan having to wait at wigan
nearly half an hour an acquaintance I1
had made on the route showed me
around a portion of the oldoid town I1
took a glimpse of the old parish church
the market place and a few other at-
tractionstrir then back to the station we
went and continuing our lourneyjourney
blackburn was soon reached A gentle
onananan on the tramtrain took me to clayton
street where the conference was being
held there was a tairair sized audience
of saints and few strangers and twenty
elders from utah including apostle A
H lund an excellent spirit prevailed
a very sociable time spent and some
edifying instructions given by elder
lund and several other elders all
felt to for the divine influence
they enjoyed according to the report
of the labors of the elderaelder for the past
six months there had been over 18
tracts distributed and twelve bap-
tisms performedpe this number of bap
ismsiams compares favorably with other
conferences of the size that have been
held recently

statistics show that blackburn has a
population otof over inhabitants
the main industries are ironworks
cotton mills and colliercollieriescollieriesfes on account
of the recent cold weather there has
been and is now much distress in that
town aass well as hundreds of other
towns soup kitchens have been opened
and other ways provided for the desti-
tute poor I1 have witnessed so many
scenes of poverty in this land sinsincea inmy
arrival here my heart has often acied I1

and caused me to look forward to labehe
time when my mission here would bitbe
finished and I1 should return to the loved
scenes of utah

ahoh ye mountains high where the clear blue
sky

arches over the vales of the free
where the pure breezes blow
and the clear streamletsStream lets flow

how ive longed to your bosom to flee

A missionary amongst the many ex-
periencesperien ces he possespasses through impressive-
ly learns one lesson as dear to him as
any other and that is to appreciate his
mountain home

the next day monday fefebruaryauary xyth
1 I1 went to 11prestonreston ainan old townton of about

inhabitants the day following
in company with H C boden V P
wells and M A romney spent a great
portion of the day in viewing the sights
of preston principallyprincipally those which
pertain to churchC history as it was in
that town where the gospel was first
preached in england elder boden
who is president otof the liverpool con
ference was our guide it was a beau
ticul morning

before entering into details concern-
ing our visit it may be well to state that
the first elders set apart for a foreign
mission were heber C kimball and
orson hyde june 1837 these
brethren in company with J fielding
willard richards 1 goodson I1 russell
and J snider sailed from new york
for england on the ship garrick july

1837 and arrived at liverpool on
the irth of the same month after a
three days stay at liverpool being
prompted by the spirit they went to
preston and it was here where they
witnessed the first fruits of the gospel
they lodged at the house of a widow in
saint wilford street brother FiFIfieldingding
went in search of his brother a minister
residing in that town and soon after-
ward found him therhe following morn-
ing sunday the brethren went to bear
the rev mr fielding preach in his
chapel and at the close of the service
without being requested by them he

gave out an appointment for the elders
to preach in the afternoon elder kim-
ball was chosen to address the congre-
gation the elders also occupied the
stand inn the evening and the following
wednesdayWedwednesday evening learning that a
number 0of his flock had become con-
verted to the new faith the rev mr
fielding shut his doors against the
elders preaching their doctrines but
afterwards again gave them the privilege
of speaking in his chapel the result
was that ere many days elapsed a large
number received the truth and were
baptizedted
to proceed with our visit we soonsaon

approached the old flag market the
noted spapt t where elder 1I russell a
few days after their arrival in preston
delivered the first sermon in the open
air to a large congregation many of
whom were pricked to the beatt v it
is situated on cheapside adjoining this
market place is the town hallhal a large
massive rock structure just at this
moment the ponderous bell at the hall
pealed twelve a doleful soundwe were informed that at the request
af the citizens the bell is muffled to a
certain extent on account of the loud
noise it makes not long ago a gentle-
man residing in preston who was lying
dangerously MLill at man otof wealth sent
word to the mayor and hidhad the dockclock
stopped torfor several days

entering this large buildbuildingng we wirewere
kikindlyvd1y chownshown through vanvariousous rooms
Ttherehere isis a very large room used for
dancing parties entertainments leclectures
etc cooledlooked inin the mayors room coun-
cil room committee I1 and other
apartments also the regalia art room
where were exhibited some exexcellentcellen t
oilenoil engravingsakingsavings

theth nextext sight which attracted our
attention a short distance further on
was the famous cockpitcock pit where
the first conference of the church of
jesus christ was held in this country
at that time it was a large and corncam
iodiousrt brick building it had been
formerly used by the people to witness
the sport of cockfightingcock fighting hundredsHund rids
of people had often shouted their
buzzas in honor of the barbarous sport
it had been latterly used as a temper-
ance hall but what a contrast when the
gospel of christ was preached and the
songs of praise sung the old building
is very badly demolished the only re-
mains left being the west wall nearly
complete and a portion of the north
wall much has been said concerning
this old relic and oftentimes has
viewed especially by the missionaries
to england there is nothing par-
ticular to see about it in fact I1 think
there is less of note than any sightright I1
ever saw but its fame has brought the
sightseer to take a view of it in order to
satisfy his curiosity elder kimball and
party rented this hall for nine shillings
per week and they held meetings there
AsAs before stated it was in this guilding
the firt conference was held christ-
mas of 1837 was the day on which it
convened

about twenty rods from the cock
pitit is the old parish church the first
building erected on this sacred spot was
built about A 0 since that time
it appears that the old portion has been
removed and a new one butleinaurittinin its
stead we did abt learn when the
present buildtbuildingI1ng waswaso erected but judg-
ing from the condition odthe structure
it can be clearly seen that it is not a
very lengthy period
we proceeded from thence to the vaux-

hall ctchapellapel it is situated on66 a toadroad by
that name vauxhall road it stands a
few yards back the street and is
enclosed with a leneelence t the building is
a very plain one built of brick two
stories carved onaon a rock slabsab above
the door is an inscription particular
baptist church A lady of about
forty summers residing next door to
the chapel kindlykedly admitadmittedtied us in thebuilding we went into the pulpit
where elder deberc delivered
his first sermon in gnat britain it
was biere to a good sized audience
atre the tad were proclaimed
of the glorious gospel which had been


