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I1 have felt with regard to the import-
antant subject allotted for this evenings
lecture that it would be more appro-
priate ouon my part to prepare my mind
andnd also my body that I1 might be a
kitting receptacle for the spirit of reve-
lation than to prepare a stereotyped
and formal address I1 desire on this
occasion to be a bitable instrument
through which the lord can speak
such things as will be for the edifica-
tion comfort and blessingbles ain of those
who have assembled Aandgd for this
breason I1 wish not hampered too
closely by the limitations of time or
reminded of its rapid expiration by the
snapping of watches or the rustlingrust liag of
impatience we are dealing with a
subject that is vast as eternity which
incorporates all things past present
and to come and upon which we must
depend for the hope of everlasting
salvation and it would be pleasing to
me if every mind this evening could
be called in from the cares of the
world and centered upon these solemn
thoughts the first point to be dis-
cussed Is

WHAT IS18 revelation
As I1 understand it revelation is the

signification of gods power in speak
finx to his children the utterances of
the father to his offspring for their
salvation spiritual and temporal
and the manifestation of this power isjust as great and as mighty as the
manifestation of gods power in other
ways as great as it is in the trembling
of the earthquake the ru moling of the
thunder the roaring of the cataract
or the flashing of thetha lightning eli-
lah

eli-
abte the Prop ncrnot refers to this
he says there was a greatJ strong
wind but the lord was not in the
wind there was an earthquake but
he was not in that it was the still
small voice of revelationion that spoke
with the grandeur of gdgodsIs greatest
power to the prophetkropht

revelation is the operation of the
holholy ghost in making manifest to the
mind of man the will the purposes
and designs of theibe Ai mighty while
other manifestations operate more
upon the external senses an evidence
that the spiritual is greater than the
material perhapsberbas more silent in its
operations but alwaysalways more powerful
and permanent in its results

the next questionquestien is how does rev-
elation come or by what means does
the deity express his will to man
when he desires to reveal it it is not
only necessary to know that revelation
is the communication of the fathers
will to his offspring but we should
also understand hokbow the information
is imparted so that being acquainted
with gods methods we mamay be the
better prepared to hearken to hishis ststillI1
small voice and put into prudent anand
proper execution the commandments
conveyed by revelation we have to
refer largely upon this point to the

experiences OF THE PAST

as shown in sacred history how has
revelation in the past been given to the
world in the first place god has not
personally gone forth in his glory to
the nations of the earth and spoken
from the public platformslat forms entered in-
to the pulpits odtheof the various churches
and cathedrals and promiscuously
addressed the people nor has
he stood upon the street
corners clad in all the pan-
oply olof his power and heralded
his will with a voice of thunder it1 is
true he has personally visited some of
his sons and revealed great things to
thetherv as he did to abraham moses
and joseph smith but in the merciful
design of heaven god has generally
selected men with like passions unto
ouourselvesselves as paul says through
whom to minister the divine will unto
their fellows after having revealed it
and when raising up these special
messengers from time to time in the
various epochs and generations he
has chosen different methods of com-
municatingmuni cating his commands to those
messengers sometimes these persons
were called prophets some were calledcabled
seers and others have been prophets
seers and revelatorsrevelatory accordingtoito their
gifts duty and mission the lord
has varied somewhat in the manner of
these manifestations whichwhick probably
was largely owing to a difference in
the individuals themselves the natur-
al constitution and organization as
well as the mental and spiritual peculi-
arities of tilethe prophet this variety
has also been occasioned partly by theche
different circumstances and conditions
of the people and the generation for
whose benefit the servant of god was
sent forth and the nature of the mes-
sage hebe was to deliver consequently
on some occasions god has given rev
elation to a man by appearing in per-
son and speaking with his own voice
as he did to moses at other times
he has sent an

ANGEL FROM HEAVEN
to utter his message to man as in the
case of cornelius again he has at
times impressed men with his spirit to
such an extent that the will of god was
manifested to their minds so that they
could say like jeremiah thus
the lord also as etwas given
through isaiah malachi and others of
those ancient prophets who wrote

their glorious testimony with poetic
tirefire and sent downdowa to our age in words
of beautiful simplisimplicityelty their predic-
tions concerning the latter days
god impressed these souls with his
prophetic spirit he bowedsowed thesperthe spir-
itual seed in the fertile furrows of
their minds and it sprang forth uuntonto
life everlastingng it was like dividivinitynitY
begetting in the mind of0 man the
glorious gift of revelation to
make him more like his fathergod in other words it was the
plantinglautirig of the tree of inspired thought
in the garden of the intellect to bear
all manner of fruits for the sustenance
of the saints and whose leaves
he for the healinhealing of the nations god
has set the seafseal ot inspiration upon
the minds of his chosen servants
men doubtless selected before the
world was and in the fullness of this
blessing they have declared in his
name the doctrines of illshis church and
the events which would come to pass
in the worlds history in other cases
such as that of daniel for instance
the lord manifested himself thtb other
ways on one occasion when daniel
fasted tor twenty one days eating no
pleasant food god sentbent an angelangel to
him and this angel portrayedpon rayed before
his mental vision I1 or afreralfrrhis spiritual vision I1 might sayy
as doubtless it was his spirit-
ual eyes which beheld the things
shown him the grand and beautiful
symbolism otof the worlds history that
which has been so often referred to as
the vision of the tourfour beasts which I1
will not detail here this eveningevenin99

and with w ich all readers of scripture
are acquainted in this manner the
lord made manifest the future of the
world thus symbolizing the rising up
of the four greatest empires mankind
has everever seen and from which have
descended tuetae smaller nations which
now control the eastern world and
then by the voice of this angel god re-
vealedV aled to darnel the meaning of the
vvisionision described the

STRANGE SYMBOLISM

turned the key in the lock of mystery
and made manifest to hisbis mind ieso that
he could write the same in plain lan-
guage the things which were to come
to pass throughout more than two
thousand years of that worlds future
when god spoke to adam in the gar-
den of eden he appeared in person
and there gagegave commandments and in
formation if the lord had not in-
formed adam with regard to the ex-
istence of the tree in the garden which
vasvi as not good for food but which pos
hessed certain elements of death and
which would cause adam and his pos-
terity sickness and sorrow it would
have been a reirejectionlection upon his just-
ice and to have placed such a
tree in the garden without warning its
occupants of the fact would have been
inconsistent with the kindness of
the creator in fact revelation
must be regarded rather in the light 0off
giving information than the oveone in
which many people look upon it today
it is not because a prophet predicts
a calamity that the calamity comes to
pass so much as it is the fact that the
spiritpirt which foresees all things re-
veals through the prophet that such
things exist and such events will trans-
pire we have but to refer to the
experiences of noah and the
jauian s to see this point it was not
because noah declared that a flood
would come and sweep the earth and
destroy the inhabitants thereof that
the flood came but it was because
the flood was destined to come in or-
der to canse the earth findand give it its
baptism oti water by immersion that
the lord raised up the prophet lind
called him to warn the people of itsita
apan aab giving them ampleampie tipetime to
prr ebare themselves by righteousnessforfor their safety what did revelation
accomplish at that time it accom-
plished the preservationpie ot a remnant
the saving of a few persons eight
souls so that the earth might be re-
plenishedpleni shed by this typicallyrical adam who
went forth again afteraffer landing upon
the mount and became a ruling power
over a great posterity a patriarch as
well as a prophet under gods com-
mand what is the purpose or object
of revelation always to benefit man
and happily tilethe ininhabitantshabitants of the
earth

revelation
sent abraham from the land of meso-
potamia into egypt for this purpose
god has in his mind the blessing of the
human race in every act that he per-
formsfo with rregardard to revealing his
wlwill11 to mao wewe look back todayto day
upon the ancient egyptians and we say
that their land was the cradle of learn-
ing how did they get I1ii they got
it from the patriarch abraham who
was sentseat from his home with the spirit
of hisbis mission and hebe went among the
egyptians and there be taught them
the science of astronomy and the art
ot architecture it seems that the arts
which they manifested in building are
lostloat to the world today that the most
scientific ofbf our architectsarchi tests fail to de-
termine how the pyramids were built
we do not know how the egyptians
accomplished the great works which
they did in the diricdirectiontion otof architec-
ture as well as their skill in the pre-
servationSOr of their dead and many
other works peculiar to themselves
and forfoi minymany centuries what was
learned from the egyptians with re-
gard to astronomy was all there was
in wethe scientific world on the subject
and if what was handed down
was imperfect if it varied
from the truth in any particular
it was because the key to the mystery
wiswas lost and revelation ceased among
them and they like all other people in
the absence of it followedcd after tra

and substituted mans wisdom

torfor the truth of heaven and the false-
hood that may have found its way to
our time with regard to the sciences
ananddartsarts was not abe result of rrevela-
tion but was caused by men seeking
out for themselves the things they
failed to receive from a heavenly
source through inspired men

concerning other methods of com-
municatingmuni cating revelationsrevelation take torfor in-
stance joseph in the landofland of egypt
he did notnet comecolne forth like jeremiah or
Isaiahand say thus saith the lord
but stated hebe had hadbad adream or some
one else hadbad and be gave the interpre-
tation of it by the power of god and
the interpretation came to pass this
was another form of revelation it was
a revelation to the butler of pharaoh
in the dungeon of egypt that hebe should
again bear the cup of his master but
the object of revelation is still moremere
important if possible than theabe meth-
ods of its communication

TO MAKE KNOWN TO MAN

the great purposes of life regarding
his salvation to show him the road
to eternal glory to mark out a safe and
secure patupato in which thath saints may
walk all this is most important
the lord wanted to protect the people
in the days of noah he revealed to
him the coming of the flood but there
was also another and still greater ob-
ject in relation to it not merely to
preserve the people from temporal de-
structionst but to save them fromirom the
effects of their sins by calling them to
repentance they were eating and
drdrinkingaking marrying and giving in mar-
riage and were corrupt before the
lord and consequently they hadbad to laebe
chastenedchasteneychastened sometimes the voice of
revelation speaks in words of comfort
to the weary and disconsolate some-
times it speaks in the sweet tone of
hope to those who are despairing and
downcast at other times it is the
voice of chastisement and correction
or the voice of caution lest the chas-
tisementti may follow andaad god in his
kindness and mercy communicates to
his offspring the course they should
follow to reach his pregrebencebence and
dwell ton his glory and we may ask
right here what is the reason this
betabeingg tte purpose of god in giving
revelation to manirian and communicating
his will knowledge and mystery
to the mind of his offspring
what is the reason after he has so00
communicated information and ddoc-
trine

oc
and warned the world that man

should suffer sorrow what is the
histohistoricalrickI record with reregardgard to this
what has been the fact from the very
btbeginningginning with regard to this it has
been that where disobedience to the I1thing which have been revealed has
followed the revelation sorrow paiopain
suffering disease and death have been
the results itif all the world had ac-
cepted the truths which the lord re-
vealed to any one prophet they would
have escaped the penalty of disobedi-
ence this is very plain in the case of
jonah being sent to the city of
nineveh to cry upon the walls of that
city repent for in forty days nineveh
shall be destroyed the whole city
at the requirement of the king went
into sackcloth and ashes and

REPENTED OF THEMTHEIR SINS
and turned from their evil waysatys and
asked the lord for forgiveness and
he saved the city and jonah felt al-
most disappointed because his predic-
tion had gutbut the
Llordordrerepents himself of any promises
of pulipunishmentlehmentlihment when his people re-
turn unto him with humble hearts and
are obedient to his laws consequent-
ly he showed jonbyjonjonah bytoy the symbol of a
withered gourd which died over hisbis
head the necessity of his having saved
the city the many thousands of in-
habitantsbabi tants it contained having returned
untoante him at least torfor the time being
it would have been an injustice to des-
troy them and in the case of any pro-
phet who has been sent to the world
and who uttered the declaration ot
gods will to the people and made
predictions concerning the calamities
which would follow a disobedience of
those commands if the people had
hearkened to that prophet and fol
lowed in the footsteps which hebe
marked out as the pathway of righte-
ousnessous ness they would have escaped the
difficulties which followed hishid rejec-
tion christ himself was the typical
prophet almost every sentence I1
will say every sentence of itshis
teachings was a revelation every-
thing which he uttered wasilwas tilledlIed with
the spirit of revelation it was for the
good of man it was a perpetual
warning to the ungodly and a kindly
caution to those were straying
from the path of righteousness teach-
ing doctrines which they should re-
ceive in order to obtain the blessings
of eternal life what was the result
to those who obeyed it it was the tes-
timony of jesus christ operating
and moving upon their hearts for
the ladoflaw of the fattler which christ
taught them was sealed upon their
minds bytheby the testimony of the holy
ghost which dwelt id their hearts as
a recompense of obedience and to
lead guide and strengthen them so
that they could say with job of old
1 I knowkanovi that my redeemer liveth and
that he shall stand in the latter days
upon the earth vt and so that they could
go throughh trials and difficulties for
the gogospels sake for we must re-
member that although sorrow and
trouble have legitimately followed a
rejection of the prophets at the same
time those who have obeyed the law
and the requirements of the gospel
have also at times been required to
suffer for his names sake dutbut bwbow
differentferent their feelingsfeelingsl while the
disobedient suffered like those without
hope the faithful saw by the

PROPHETIC LIGHT
within them the joy which was to
follow their suffering they saw by
faith beyond the vail the glory which
awaits those who williwillingly4 I1 endure for
christs sake they like unto paul
and silas when sitting in the jjailail with
their feet in the stocks sang psalms otof
praise to god and glorified him be-
cause of their experience not boasting
at all over the world but rejoicing
because the spirit of revelation within
mom showed them that these trials
were the stepping stones to glory and
exaltation and that by humbly and
patiently bearing these things they
were testifying to the truth of heaven
which god had revealed to their own
minds and hearts men are not willing
to suffer torfor what they dont believe
consequently it being the purpose of
wethe almighty to benefit man by giving
him revelation those who have
received it have enjoyed the benefit
and the blessings themselvesthemselves and been
required to testify of it in various
ways for the benefit of others while
on the other handband the real sorrow of
the world off WLwi have heard
revelation hahm been caused bby itsita re-
jectionjec tion such events for instanceinstance
as the destruction ofat jerusalemJerasalem
show this very plainly one stagiesingle
utterance of jesus was a revelation to
the saints upon this point he said
11 when ye see jerusalem surrounded
byay armies then flee to the mountains
this wiswas a short sentence but it bad a
wonderful scope of meaning afterjesus was crucified and within a ffewe W
years otof that time one of the romanboman
generals came with titshis armies and sur-
rounded the city of jerusalem the
saints were still there those who
believed the words of christ and had
received the revelations of god were
there as well as those who rejectedd
them how were they to be protected
and howbow was this caution of the
savior to be followed for some un-
known reason historians state they
cannot tell why they give no reason
for their own conjecture but they say

that torfor some unknown reason I1 the
general called the armies away from
the walls of the city and took them off
a little distance by themselves Ddur-
ing

ar
this particular period the saints

had time to escape and those who be-
lieved in the word of the lord gath-
ered up just what they could carry in
their handsandadd tiedfled to the mountains
and escaped while those who

NOT
to the spirit of revelation through the
savior and fled not to the mountains
had no other opportunity for soon the
armies returned and after the beige
the disobedient were taken out and a
great many of them were crucicrucifiedded
upon crosses setbet around the walls of
the city I1and others wewereresoldsold as slaves
and went into captivity the suffering
in that besieged city wawass so great that
women actually ate thetheirir own children
to save themselves from starvationI1on
consequently the revelationrevel ailon of jesus
christ to the people in this simple sen-
tence was life to those who obeyed it
and fled to thitthe mountains but it was
death to those who disbelieved aniand re-
jected his testimony the lord has
producedreduced a great many results whichgave
have been of benefit to the world
through revelation there were cer-
tain men who lived in the east just
prior to the confounding of the orig-
inal language who through having it
revealed to them concerconcerning this chosen
land of AmericaAmericsandand being moved upon
by the holy spirit went before the
lord in prayer and there receivedrec elvad in-
structionst with regard to the building
of vessels and the lingerfinger of god
himself at the request of the brother
of jared touched certain stones andanal
made them give light in those vessels
that their people might cross the
mighty watersbatera and come to
asaAs a result a people grew urup here
called the people of jared jared andaad
his brother merethewewererethethe patriarchs of that
posterity but in the course of years
after that time they tellfell into corrup-
tion and were destroyed that is suc-
ceeding generations were again in
the case otof lehi you will remember in
reading the book of mormon how
beautifully it is told that just before
the captivity he was
warned of the lord andfact Wwas com-
manded to come scrollsacross the mighty
waters to this land and by heeding
this revelation he was saved from the
captivity and became the patriarch of
a great posterity the NepNephileshites and
the LamaLaw aultes upon this continent are
descendants and remnants of this
great family and it was not until
they sinned against the

LAWS OF HEAVEN
and forsook the almighty and went
into crime and corruption that the
lord suffered them tto be wasted away
and some to become a dark and a
loathsome people while others wereviere
entirely destroyed while those who
disbelieved the testimony of lehi in
jerusalem and who rejected the warn-
ing of jeremiah and the other prophets
who foretold the captivity were en-
slaved tarfor seventy years nosethose who
would not heed this testimony fenfell
lotsinto the hands of the ChaldeaChaldeansus and
suffered many sorrows the reason
that the jews have been scat-
tered in all the nations of the earth is
because they rejected the revelationsrevelation
of god because they declined to re-
ceive that great prophet that was to be
raised up like unto moses and who
came in the meridian of time and de-
clared unto them the words of salva-
tion and of truth how has revelation
operated upon thetbt world so as to pro-
duce the condition of wage as we
now find them it afas operated in the
interest of inventions and dascodiscoverieseries
for the worlds good it has helped

to bring to light the
truth and blessed toeth

many great thoughtsh aa
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BLESSED BOYIBOY JOSM
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