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I have felt with regard to the import-
aut subject allotted for this evenicg's
Lecture, that it would Le more appro-
peiate on my part to prepare iy mind
and also ny body, that I might be a
fitting receptacle for the spliritof reve-
lation, thau Lo prepare a stereotyped
and formal address, 1 deaire on this

. occasion to be a sitable lnstrument
through which the Lord can speak
such thiogs as will be for the edifica-
tlon, comfort and blessiog of those
who have assembled. And for this
reason, I wish not tolhe hampered too
closely bythe hmitatlons of time, or
reminded of its rapid expirution by the
spapping of watches or the rustlin
impaticoce.
subject that is vast as etervity, which
focQrporates ull things. past, present
and to come, and upon which we must
depcnd for the hops of everlasting
salvation; and it would be pleasing to
e, §f every mind this eveniag could

be called 1n from tne cares of the;

world, and centered upon {hese solemu
thooghts, The drst point to be dis-
ctigsed js—

WHAT 18 REVELATIONT?

As I understand it, revelation i the
slgritdcation of God’s power iu spesk-
tox to His children—the utterances of
the Fatherto Hlis offspring, for their
sulvation, spiritual aod temporai.
And thoe manifestation of this power ia
Just as great and as mighty, as the
manifestation of God’s power In other
‘ways; as great as it is in the trembling

of the earthquake, the romoling of the |

thuoder, the roarigg, of the catarace,
or the Hashing of the hgbtuing. Eli-
Lﬂ.b, the Propnet, relers to this, woceno

e says there was “‘a great; Blrong
wind, but the Lord was not in the
wind.”* There was ab earthquake, but
He wss potiothat. It was the still,
small volce of revelation, that spoke
with the grandeur.of Gud's greatest
power to the Prophet.

Revelation is the operation of the
Holy Ghost, in makln&: manifest to the
miond of manp the wljl, the purposes
and designs of the Ajmlghty, while
other manlfestations operate more
upon the exteronl senses,—an évidence
that the spiritual is grester than the
material; perhaps more silent o its
operations hut always mere powerfal
and permunent [u its results.

The next questien is, how does rev-
¢lation come, or by what menns does
tbe Deity express His wiil to man,
when iie dealres toreveal 1t? [t is not
only necessary to know that revelation
is the communication of the Father's
will to Hls offspriog, but we should
walso yoderstand how the joformation
is imparted, so tbat being ucquainted
with God'’s wethods we may be the
oetter prepared to hearken to Hls still
small volee, and pot into prudent and
proper execution the commandments
cenveycd by revelatipu. We have to
refer 'argely upon this polnt, to the

EXPERIENCES OF THE I'AST,

as shown in ancred history. How has
revejatien in the past been Eiven to the
world? In the first place, God has not
personully rone furth in His glory, to
the nations of the earth, :nd spoken
from the Hmhllc latforms, entered in-
to the pulpits of the various churches
and cathedrals, and promiscugusly
addressed .the people. Nor has
He stood upon the strect
coroers, elad  In all the pan-
oply of His power, zud beralded
His will with a voice of thunder. 1I:is
true He has personally visjted some of
His sons, and revealed greut things to
thew, a8 e did to Abrabam, Moses
und Joseph Sniith, but in the marcitul
deslgn of hesven God has generally
gelected *‘mer with llke passions unto
ourselves," as Paul says, through
whom to minister the Divine will unto
thelr fellows, efter baving revealed it,
And when raising up these special
mesgengers {rom thne to time, in the
various epochs and zenemtfons. He
has chosen difcrent methods ot com-
wunicating His commguds to those
messengers. Sometimes these persous
were called prophets, some were called
seers, aud others have been prophets,
gecrs and revelators, accordiny to thelr
zifts, du:.jy and mission. Tne Lord
has varied somewhat in the manner of
these menifestations, which probably
was largely owiog to a difference in
the individuais themselves; the patur-
ai covstitution and organization as
well as the menta] and spiritual pecuil-
arlties of the Prophet. This varlety
has also been occasioned partly by the
different circumstances und conditions
of the people, and the geperation for
whose benetit the servant of God was
sent forth, and the nature of the mes-
sage he was to deliver. Consequently
on some occasions, God has given rev-
elation to 1 man by appearing in per-
son atd speakine with bid own voice,
83 He did to Moses. At other times
le has sent an A
ANGEL FROM HEAVEN

to utter His message Lo man, as fu the
casd of Corpeling, Agein, He has at
times impressed men with His spirit to
such an extent that the will of God was
menifested to their minds, 50 that they
could say, like Jercmnlab, **Thus saitn
1he Lord!" Also as ligwas given
through Isaian, Malachi ahd others of
those ancient prophets who wrote

ol
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their miuds, aud it sprang forth unto
life everlasting. It was Jike Divinlty
begetilng in the mind of wman the
glorlous  gi{t of revelation, to
wuke him more like his Father—
God. Iu other words, it was the
lauting of the tree of jogpired thought
o the garden of toe intellect, Lo bear
all mapper of {ruits for the austenance
of the Salots, and whose leaves shonld
he for the healing of the nations, God
has det the seal ot inspiration upon
the minds of His chosen servants—
meu doubtless selected before the
world wus—and in the fullpess of this
Blesslng they have declared in 1llis
nsine the doctrines ot Ilis church, apd
the events which would come to puss
in the world's history. 1b other cuses,
guch as that of Daniel for ipstance,
the Lord manifested Himselt B: other
ways. (onone occasion when Danlel
fasted tor twenty-ove days, eating no
pleasuut food, God scot’ an apgel to
him, and this acgel poitrayed betore
his mentzl vision, or rafer
his spiritpal visjon I might ¥
a5 doubtless it was bhis
ual eyes which bebeld the things
shown bim; the grand and beantifnl
symbolism ol the world’s history; that
which has been 50 otten referred 1o, as
' the vision of the four beasts, wolcn I
will Dpot detail here this evening,
aud with w Ich all readers of Scripture
ure acquainted. Io this manper the
Lord mude manifest the future of the
world; thus symbolizing the riging up
of the four greatest empires maokind
bas ever seen,aud from which hava
descended the smaller nations which
pow control the custern worid. And
then by the volce of this snwel God re-
vealed to Daviel the meaniogol the
vision, Described the

ATRANGE SYMDBOLISM,

turoed the key in the lock of mystery
and made mubifest to bis miud, ao that
'he could write the same in plain lan-
guage, the things which were to come
to pass throughout more than two
tbonssud years of the world's future.
When God spoke Lo Adam in the Gar-
den of Eden, He appeared in person
wnd there gave commandments and in
formation. If the Lord bad pot io-
formed Adam, with regargd to the ex-
istence of the tree in the zurden which
was got good for food, but which pos
sessed certain elements of death, and
which would cause Aduin ard bis pos-
terity slckness and sorrow, it would
have been g reilection upon [lis just-
ice, And to' bave placed such a
tree in the garden without warning jts
occupants of the fact, would have been
Inconsistent  with the kindness of
the (restor. In fact revelation
must be regarded rather in the light ef
giving information, thao the ove io
which many people look upon it teday.
It is not because & prophet predicts
4 calamity, thal the calamity comes to
pass, =0 much as it is the {act that the
apirit which fursces all thiegs, re-
veals through the prophet that such
thinzaexlst aud such events will trans-
pire. We have but to refer to the
experieaces of Noab and the antediluv-
jals to see this point. It was not
becaus: Noah declared' that a flood
would come and s8weep Lhe earth, and
destroy the fuhablitants thercoi, tnat
the flood came. But it was because
the flood was destined to come, in or-
der 1o canse the earth and give 11 1ts
baptism ofs water by immersion, that
the I.ord raised up the pyrophet und
culled him to warn the people of 1ts
appreach, giving them ample time fo
repare themselves by righteousness,
or their safety, Whut did revelation
accomplish at thut time? It accom-
plighed the preservution ot a remnpant,
the eaving of a few persons—eight
sotls—so thet the earth might be re.
pleaisied by this t.y?ical Adam, who
weaot forth agaln after landing upon
the mount 1od became a ruling power
over a great posterity, a patriarch as
well n8 & propoet ander God's com-
mand. Yhatis the purpose or object
of rcvelation? Always to bezsefit man,
and bappily the inhubitants of the
earth. ’
REVELATION
sent Ahraham from the land of Meso-
potamja into Egypt for this purpose.
God has lo his mind the blesstnz of the
human race to cvery act that He per-
forins with regard to revesling His
will to man, We look back to-day
upon the aocient Kgyptians and we say
that their land was the cradle of learn-
ing. How did they cet 11?¥ They got
it from the Patriarch Abrabam, who
was sent {from his home with the spirit
of bis migsion, xnd be went among the
Ecyptians, and there be taught them
the science of astronomy and the art
ot srchitecture. It seems that the arts
which they manifested 1n buildicg, are
lost to t.bg worid today, that the most
sciewutiflc Of onr architests fail to de-
termine bow the pyramids were ooilt.
Wedo not know how the Egyptians
accomplished the vreat works which
they did 1o the direcilon of architec-
tare, 88 well as their skill in the pre-
servation of their dead, and many
other works peculisr to tbemselves.
And for many centuries whatr was
leazrned from the Egrptisus with re-
gard to astronoiny was all there was
in the scicntiflc world on the subject.
Apd if wbat was banded down
wuay  hperfect; if it varied
from the troth i sny particuolar,
it,wus becruse the key to the mystery
wus lost and reveiation ceased among
them, and they like all other people to
the absence of it, 1ailowed alter tra-
dition and substituted man’s wisdom

1
apirit- |

source, through inspired men.

Concerning other methods of com-
mnonicating revelation;—take for io-
atance Joseph in the land of Egypt.
He uid not come forth like Jeremian or
Isaiah,and say,**Thus saith the Lord!"
but stated he had had a.dream, or some
one else had, and hegave the fnterpre-
tation of 1t by the power of God. And
the intetpretation came to paas, Thia
waganoetber form of revelation. It was
a revelation to the butler ot Pharaoh
inthe dungeon of Egrpt,that he should
agzaln bear the cup of his master. But
the object of revelstion is still more
important, if posaible, than the meth-
ods of its comm unication,

TO MAKE KNOWN TO MAN,

the great purposesof llfe, regardin
his salvation. To show bim the roa
to eternal glory, to mark out asafeand
secnre patp, in waich thq Saints may
walk. All tius {s most important. Wnen
the Lord wanted to protect the peaple
in the days of Noah, He revealed tc
hiw the coming of the lood; bnt there
was 4lso another and still greater ob-
ject in relation -toit, not merely to
preserve the people from temporal de-
struction, it to save them from the
effecta of their 8ins by calling them to
re?en}auce. *‘They were eating, and
drinking, marrying and giving in mar-
riage,' and were corrupt tefore the
Lord, and cousequently they had to be
chustened, Sometimes the veice of
revelation speaks in words of comfort
to the weary and digconsolate. Some-
times it speaks in the sweet tone of
hope to those who are despairing and
downcast. Atother times, it is the
volce of chastisement apd correction,
or the volce of caution, lest the chas-
tisement may follow. Aad God, in His
kindpess and mercy communicates to
His offspring the course they siould
foltow, to reach His presence and
dwell in His glury. And we may ask
right here, whatis the reason, this
belng tke purpose of God in giving
revelation to man, and communicating
Hig will, knowledge and mystery
to the mind of Ilis offsprisg,
what 18 the reason after lie has se
communicated information and doc-
trine, and watrned the world, that man
ahould suffer sorrow? What 18 the
historical record with rezard to this?
What has been the fact from the very
begiuning with regard to this? It has
besn that where disobedlence to the
thing+ which have been revesled hus
followed the revelatioan, sorrow, pain,
suffering, disease and death have been
the resulta. It all the world had ac-
cepted the truths which the Lord re-
vealed to any one prophet, they would
baye escaped the penalty of disobedi-
ence. This is very plain in the case of
Jopah heing sent to., the city - of
Nloneveh to ery upon the wulls of that
city, *‘repent for in forty days Nineveh
shall be desiroyed.”’ The whole city
at the requirement of the Kking went
luto sackcloth sod ushes, and

REPENTED OF THEIR SINS,

aud torned from thelr evil ways, and
asked the Lord for fereiveness, And
He saved theclty. And Jopah felt aj-
most disappoiuted becavse his predic-
tion had apparentiysfalled. But the
Lord repents himself of any promises
of punishment, when His people re-
turn unto him with humble hearta and
are obedient to His laws. Congeguent-
ly e showed Jonah-by the symboel of a
witbered gourd which tiledy over kis
nead, the necessity of His baving saved
the ch.y. I'be many thousaods of jn-
babitaats It contained having returned
unte Him, at least for the time being;
it wonld have been an injustice to des-
troy them. And in the case of any pro-
phet who has been sent to the world,
and wbo uttered the declaration ot
God'swill to the feople. and made
predictlons coocerning the calamities
which would follow s disobedience of
those commands, il the people had
hearkened to that Prophet, abd fol-
lowed in the footsteps which he
marked out as the pathway of rlghte-
ousness, they would bave escaped the
diflicultles which followed hig rejec-
tion. Christ Himself was the typical
Prophet. Almost every sentence, I
will say every sentepce of Hls
teachings was a revelation. HEvery-
thing which he uttered was tilled with
the apirit of revelation. It was for the
2o0d of 'man. It was a perpetyal
warning to the ungodly, and a kindly
cautiecn to those whno were straying
from the path of rizght¢onsness, teach-
iog doctrines which they ahould re-
ceive o order to obtain the bleasiegs
of eterpalllfe. What was the result
to those whoobeyed it? It was the tes-
timony of Jesus Cbrist operating
and moving npon their hearts, For
the law of the Fatler which Christ
taught them was sealed uopon their
minds by the testimony of the Holy
Ghost, which dwelt iof their hearts as
a recompenge of obedience, and to
lead, gulde and strebgthen them, so
that thevy could say with Job of old,
“] know that my Redeemer liveth, and
that He shali stand in the latter days
upou the warth *and so that they counld
go through trials and difficulties for
the gospel's sake. For we must re-
wember that altheugh sorrow and
tronble have Jegitimately followed a
rejection of the Prophets, at the same
time those who have obeyed the law
and the reqnirements of the Gospel,
have also at times beeh re ulredpt.o
suffer for His name’s sake. But how
different their feelings! While the
disobedient suffered like those without
hope, the fajthful saw by the

thelr feet in the stocks, sang psalms of |
praise to God, aod glorified Him be-
cause of their experience ; not boasting
at all over the world, but rejoicing
nﬁause the spirit of revulation within
i#em showed them that these trials
were the steppiog-stones to glory and

exaitation. And that by bumbly aud
patiently bearing these thines, they
were testifyiog to the truth of heaven
which God had revealed to their own
minds and bhearts. Men are not willing
to suffer for what {hey don't belleve.
Consequently, it being the purpose of

tie Almighty to benetit man by giviog
bhim revelation, those who have
received it, have enjoyed the benetit
and the hlessings themselves, and been
required to teatify of it, in various
ways, for the benelit of others. While

on the other hand the real sorrow of
the world »f those who buve heard
revelalion, bas been cansed by lis re-

jeg¢lion. Such events, for ipstapce
ag the destruction of Jerssalem
show this very plainly. Qne singie

utterance of Jesus wad a revelation to
the Salots upon this polnt. He saidg,
*When e see Jerusalem surrounded
tl)‘{lnrmles, then fiee to the monntuiins."

18 was 4 short sentence, but it bad a
wonderful scope ©of mesaning. After
Jesus was crucified, and within a few
years of that tlime, ooe of the Roman
generals came with hid armies and sur-
rounded the city of Jerusalem., The
Salnts were still there. Those who
belleved the words of Christ and had
received the revelations of God, were
there, as well as those who rejected
them, How were they to be protected
and how was thia cautlor of the
Savior to be followed? For some um-
known reason, histuriang atate, they
cannot tell why, they give no reason
for their own conjecture, but they say
‘‘that for somne unknown reason'’ the
zeneral called the armies away from
the walls of the clty and ook them off
a little distance by themselves. Dur-
pg thia particular perlod the Balnts
had time to escape, snd those who be-
lieved 1o the word of the Lord, gath-
ered up jast what they could carry in
their hands sad fl=d to the mountuins
and cacaped, while those who

4 HEARKENED NoT

to the spirit of revelation through the
Savior and fled not to thenountains,

 had no other opportnnity, for soon tne

armies returned, and after the seige
the disobedient were taken out, und a
great many of them were crucilled
npon crosses set aronod the walls ef
the city,'aod others were sold as slaves
and weut into captivity. The suffericg
in that besieged city was so great that
women actially ate their own children
to save themselves frem starvition.
Congequently the revelailon of Jesus
(Christ to the people in this simple sen-
tence was life to those wko obeyed 1t,
and fled to the mouutains; but it was
death tothose wlo disbelieved and re-
jected HIs testimony. The Lord bas

roduced & great many re¢sults, which

ave been of benoeiit to the world,
through revelation. There were cer-
taln men who lived in the East, juat
priorto the contounding of the oric-
inal lapguage: who through having it
revealed to them concerning this chosen

land of America,and 'betng moved upon

by the Holy Spirit, went before the
Lord in prayer and there recelvad in-
atruction with regard to the building
of vessels. And the finger of God
Himself, at the reguest of the brother
of Jared, touched certaln stones, and
made them yive llght in those vessels,
that their people might cross the
mignty walera and come to this land.
Asa resnit a people grew np here
called the people of Jared. Jared and
his brother were the patriarchs of that
posierity. Buot inthe courge of years
after that time they fell into corrap-
tion, and were destroved—thit i8, soc-
ceeding generations were. Agaln in
the casn of Lehl, you will remember in
reading the Book of Mormon, how
beantifully It istold; that just before
the Babylonish captivity, he was
warned of the Lord, and was cem-
manded to come across the mighty
waters to this land. And by beeding
this revelation he was saved from the
captivity and became the patriarch of
a great posterity. “The Nephites and
the Lamanites upon this Continent are
descendants and remnants of this
great family. And it was not until
they sinned against the

LAWS OF HEAVEN

and forsook the Almighty, and went
ioto crime and corruption, that the
Lord suffered them to ne wasted away,
and some 10 become a dark and a
loathsome people, while others were
entirely destroyed. While those who
disbelleved the testimony of Lehi, in
Jerusalem, and who rejected the warn-
ing of Jeremiah and the other prophets
who foretold the captivity, were en-
alaved for sevenly years. Those who
would not heed this testimony fell
iate the bands of the Chaldeans, and
suffered mapy sorrows. The reason
that the Jews bave been Bcat-
tered in all the nations ol the earth, is
becanse they rejected the revelations
of God. Because they declined to re-
ceive that great Prophet that was td be
rajsed up Hke untu Mopses; and whe
came in the meridian of time, and de-
clared unto them the words of salva-
tion and of truth, How has revelation
operated upon the world so as te pro-
doce the coodition of thinge as we
now find them? It has operaied inthe
interest of inveniions nod discoverjes

-people

Tevelyp
God manifestlng itaelf turgg‘&“n g':‘
sions of the Eoly Spirlt Upoy 'ﬂm
of , Columbus, that brongy, “t*<|
this new contlnent; pew tor b |
world, becuuse generatlong b, %
since they board of ft. Agg delq
koow nothing exvept by !E!IM
concerning the existency g Ty
oant  of  those peoply gy -
long before gone from J, b X
the posterity of Lebt upop {fﬁ%
Sclentific research fulls to g Iy
who were the fathers gf yoits |
posterity that wander theo -t
American fOTests, Who copy b 4
here and sk for a morsel o'
But revelation has 101d up, 5, %
us the history of thls people, ty,
canses of their sorrow ud“@h
have been made glaln. Rew_mﬁ.
tezches us that the day willggy, e
they will again be u White ;n;'kl
ligntsome pecple. Columbg ‘ﬁ|
mov.d upon by the foly Spiy; l‘q
the mizbly waters in the laul,fﬂl
came bere¢ apd disenvergd tnt?h
1o you suppose thul I wy, |'h‘
man? Do y0u suppose tal Gy i
nothing and cared rothing ubmuu‘ |
reat thinzs? I tell you thy et
the oﬁganlzer and ruler of thegy '+
and His hand has moved g
from the beginning fo: the salns,;‘
His people. America is the {

LAND OF ZION,

and it has been brought o lighsjy
recent century for the very pyp.
establishing His reat Chumh.mﬂl
bas been preparing the peggl .t

thelr fustitutiona on it ever sy,

b
lumbus dld not know anythy, 4
taining to this land. But he wypt s
npon by the power of the Hopg |
to come here and. opea Loe way o
In the due time of the Lord 1l ‘|
porposes in the generations y [g‘t
might be carried out. And thype, '
which were dlacovered by the p =
Joseph Smith in our own ﬂtnt
were hid away In the hii| (g
1400 yesrs before they were disgy,,
They were here when Columbgy g
but be dld not find them bepp.
knew nothing ahout thew. Py
Prophet und iadividual 18 moved 'HL
azcording to nis particular aphep
calling in the great work of God, ?‘
nniverse was created by Hig p,-
God 18 the Father qf o
who  inhabit ft; g
spirits are His own oﬂsg:ring,mh
i8 interested In all of them,
uently when I say the grea Wy
d, I do not merely ullude 1o
whlch has been revesaled in the |y
deys. Columbus was a servante
raised up for this special purpos
te fnd the records, bat to discoss,
land upon which these records s
to be found. And in the due cogy,
time God had others that Ile rajs
to accomplish further things fyp;
tion to the salvation of His
And among these we flad the [t
between fourteen and fiteen yeny
age, called Joseph Smith, who'shiy |
a yonth—almost In bis jofancy-—w
called “Qld Joe SmithY Tm’s n
only the fat2 of other Prophets i}
ridiculed, derided gnd maligoed. ¥
bear of the ancient Prophet Elishy |
whom they sald, '*go up thog o
head!" And the power of God re
down bpon him to snoch an e
that the curse of the Almighty felg.
those who ridlculed Hia servan.
not because v man has & detect thy
cannoi be chosen of God, andendsr:
with sgpiritual power. Now the P
Joscph, what was he sent for} v
sume great purpose, God had ik
the salvation of thls lstter-diyp.
eratlon. He intended to bringtain
thls preclious record, wbich had be
bid away in the Hill Cumorny, b
away by the I'rophet Moron), of %
seed of Lehi. And this Proptaios
1g an zngel of God, and revesldy
the

o

LRLESSED BOY, JOSEPK,

where these records were tobefie
1nd what was the object of then, i
he was told that it was not 10 e
money out of them; that it s g
for the purpose of speculatiop i
they were to be delivered lob i
hands, but that he must porkly dgsd
with an eye  siogle to Gali
glory, that His *people mighi k
brought to the light of &
gospel. And it was shown tohinu
the christian world In the bepouy
had the gospel in its purity, sege
by Christ to His disciples, but bt i
people had subsequently, throngdie
lack of revelatlon, lost the troeode
of the gos})el aod hadfallen jatoent
They bad followed after tradhioas
folly and had adopted in many respett |
the precepts of men, and largelystt |
doned those traths which bad beenit
vealed from heaven. And it 27

was the time” and this was teay !
when God wonld sat His hapd tese-
ond time to gather the rempastolfe |

people which, was scattered smesg i
nations 0f the earth. Those ol i
house of Judab who bad become:
*'higy and & by-werd,’* and alse $x
of the house of Isriel who, 1l
prophet says, had beep “sprini
among all people.'” ‘That the U}
would come when the Loid %
gbing to bring this people topeltt
a;.rﬁaln, and give to them the blessis
which He had promiged to thelefom
fatbers.  Wes therc aoythiog Wi
atrange in such a Prophe$ risieg®
and saying that the Lord had e

this to him? Was there aoythiog pet
liar in the Lord choosloe thisik
boy, iike David of old, instead ol

Archbishop of mome yreat cart |

for tke world’s good. It has helped
]
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