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Freedom ie the other settlement in
Bajt River Valley. The townsite of that
name is on fhe Btate line of W yoming
and Idaho,and centers at mile post
No. 138. It issurveyed into hlocks of
ten acres each, with streets 8ix roda
wide, which cross each other at right
angles. Iach block contains four lots.
The east hali of the ftewn is in Wyo-
ming and the west half in Idahoe, but
only a few families reside on the town-
site, as the majority of the pettlers still
live where they flrst located in a scat-
tered condition on their ranches and
farms, whieh on the west side of Salt
River extend up and down for a dis-
tance of about eight miles. There are
also o number of settlers on the east
gide. Those on the west side irrizate
their lands prineipally from Tin Cuap
creek and Jack Knife creek,twostreams
which put into Sait River from the
mountain range on the west. The
townsite of Freedom is about twenty-
filve miles northwest of Afton, in Star
Valley, twelve mile2 southeast of the
point” where Sait river empties into
Bpake river, and sixty-five miles hy a
trail or rough mountain road nertheast
of Boda Springs. The Freedom ward,
which ponsists of about thirt¥ families,
or 150 souls, embraces the more central
part of Salt River Valley,and contains
thousande upon thousandsof good,level
an fertile 1and, with splendid water
facilities and other natural advantages;
but it will require years of patient toil
and labor to wrest the country from ite
present wild and desolate state, and
turn it into well cultivated flelde. [
am, however, of the opinion that this
valley possesses as many atiractions
.and natural facilities for the formation
of new settlements as any in the west-
ern part of Wyoming,

The Salt River Valley, formerly
called the luwer Balt River Valley, tv
distinguish it from the upper Sajt
River Valley, Dot called Star Valley,
is about twenty miles long from . south-
east to northwest, reachlng from the
low mountain ridge which separates it
from Btar Valley, on thesouth, to the
point where 8alt River empties into
the Snake on the morth, Its width
varjes all the way from two to eight
miiles, the wideat part being near the
center, where Freedom is situated, on
the west side of the river. The moun-
tains on the east and northeast are
lofty and their summite and shady
sides are covered with snow a great
portion of the year,which makes water
plentiful, and the mountain streams
putting 1nto Balt river from both sides
are pumerous and rome of them quite
large; the water is also good and ciear
and the climate not too warm or suitry,
Hence I do Dot hesitate to recom-
mend this valley to the kind
attention of Latter-day Sainis who
are seeking for homes and are
pot afraid to brave the dangers of the
mountain wilde and pioneer life gen-
erally. In fact, this valley is capable
of giving the settlers who chovse to
locate within its borders nearly al! the
experience that the Utah _Pioneers

asred through over forty years ago.

ere, indeed, ia stili an opportunity to
ki)l suakes and huild hridges, and to
achieve the glory and fame connected
with being the first—the pioneers.

There Iz no doubht but what Salt
River Valley in some future day wiil
teema with thousande of {amilies and
be dotted with towns and villages

throughout ite entire length. A nd when
the Lord shall have tempered the ele-
ments here to the extent that He has
in many other parts of the great inter-,
mountain region{where the Latter-day
Baints in former years have com-
menced their settlements under the
rnost disgouraging circumstances) this
extenaive valley of the north will vu-
doubtedly contain a prosperous Stake
of Zion fully organized, and the soil
produce ail that is necessary tosustain
life and give comfort tofte inhabitanta.
But now it is cold and dreary, especi-
ally in the winter season, and many of
the people so far have had to leave
their homes for several months in the
year and go elsewhere to earn bread
for their families, their own crops hav-
in% heen ‘Jestroyed by the frosta,

he first settiers in Sait River Valley
were Wm, Heap (then of 8t. Charles,
Bear Lake County, Idaho), John 8.
Rolph and four sons, and John Hill
and Meroni Hunt, with their familfes,
who arrived on the presentsite of Free:
dom in May, 1879, They went to work
immediately and put up four log ¢cabins
on the south side of Tin (lup Creek,
thue named from the simple fact that a
company of mining prospectors had
lost atin cup while campiney on the
stream some time previcus. This first
location was in [daho zbout a mile
northwest of the present townsite of
Freedom, and these first settlers came
in by way of Montpelier over the
mountaine to Star Valiey, and had to
make the firat road down Crow Creek
for a distance of about fifteen miles.
For several years the four families
named lived in the valley alone, mak-
ine their living by ranching, and ne
attempts were made at farming
untll about 1885, when olher settlers
oegan to come in and the first grain
was raised, Sincethen there has been
a slow but gradual increase in the
population, until there are at present
about 8ixty families or between three
and four hundred people residing in
the valley, who, in June, 1891, were
organized into two wards of tife Bear
Lake Btake of Zion, namely the Free-
dom ward with A.B. Clark as Bishop,
and the Glencoe ward, previously
dercribed. ANDREW JENRON.

SALT RIvER VALLEY, Wyo.,
December, 1891. -

MALAD STAKE CONFERENCE.

The quarterty conference of the
Malad Btake of Zion was held at West
Portageon the 13th inst. Onp the stand
were President of SBeventiea Seymour
B. Young and a goodly number of
Stake officers and Bishops. President
0. C. Hoskins presided.

On the forenocon of the first day the
time wae occupied by the Seventies,
who delivered practical discourses on
the every-day dutiesof the Saintes, and
exhorted all to diligence apud faithful-
nere,

At 2 p.m,, after the opening exer-
cisen, Btake President O, ¢, Hoskins
made instructive and appropriate re-
marks, A duet was them sung by
Prof. Hoozley and Misgs Minnie Davie,
Presfdent of Beventles SBevmour B.
Young spoke upon**The Resurrection.’’
showing that the righteous oceupy ai
place of happinesg during the time in-
tervening between death and the re-

will take upon himeell the identical
partioles that form his body when he
| laid it down.

During the evening session, First
Stake Clerk Jpno. M. MeCrary and
Becond 8take Clerk Wm. H. Gibbs
epoke instructively, and President
SBeymour B. Young continued his re-
mar%s on the suhjectof the resurrection.

On Monday, Dec. 14, only one meet-
ing was held. High Ceuncilman
Jesse R.'Dredge trested on the educa-
tion of the younyg, encouraging all to
support the Malad Stake Academy.
Bishop M. J. Richards adviged all to
remember that even the Lord will mot
take the agency away from the numan
family, and that this should keep us
from being overbearing with our
family. His remarks were instructive.
The High Councilmen and RBishops
were then sustained a8 home mission-
aries for the next quarter. Stake
Clerks Gibbs and McCpary made ap-
propriate closing remarke, after which
conference wae adjourned for three
montha.

Proi. David C, Jones and his Stake
choir were highly eulogized for their
renditions duting conference.

WM. ANTHONY, Btake Sec’y,

PORTAGE, Dec. 18, 1891,
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WEEKLY FINANCIAL REVIEW.

HENRY CLEWS, in his report for the
week eniding December 19, 1891, savs
the stock market, as already fore-
shadowed, remains inactive. This is
caused by the near prospect of Christ-
mas festivities, Under a gulet exter-
for, there isthe throhbing of great ex-
pectatiope and impatience for the be-
ginning of the promisd active cam-
paign.

There hae been a lack of disturbing
political pewr from Europe during the
week, with the exception of the little
affair between France and Bulgaria,
which may prebahiy amount to neth-
iog. Itseems to suit the purpose of
European nations to conceal their
heliigerency so long & they can net
afford to indulge it, and especially the
two powers supposed to be most dis-
pored to malke trouble,

The prosjrects of new legislation re-
ceive little attention fre m Wall street.
In respect to the silver-Guestion, the
theory is that pablic opinicn has come
to the conclusion that there should be
no further legislation on this issue un-
til an
created, establishing the free coinage
of both gold and eilver among all lead-
ing nationw. :

Acronding to a report just issued by
tbe Depsrtment of Auriculture, the
market value of this vear’s crops of
wheat, corn and onts exceeds that of
lant year’s by §310,000,000,

— o rr——

New York, Dee. 27.—Eleven cases
of death from grip are reported to the
he lth board of this city taday.

Rome, Dec. 27.-~The tomb erected by
Pope Leo to Pope Invocent was un-
velled today with ¢rea: pomp.

Yuonkerr, N, Y., Dee, 27.—Lawyer
Murphy, one of the vhtima of the
wreck, died lastnight.  Up to iate to-
tight nothirye hasbeen heard of Brake-
man Herriek whose neeligence, it b

surrection, He argued thut a person

charged, caused the wreeck.

international union has been .



