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THE PLEA OF THE COWARD

THE refusal of those consistent lat
ter day saints who have been brought
before the courts on account of their
religion to pledge themselves to for-
sake their families and repudiate their
teacred covenants has been the subject
of many comments the barfbar the
benchbeach the pulpit and the press have
dilated on the position taken by our
brethren who have gone to prison
clidercheerfullyfully rather thas dishonor them-
selves andnd renounce their religion
but the following which appears in a
local sheet is perhaps about as child-
ish a plea on the side of submission as
anything uttered by preacher or judge

but itif any provide not for his own and
specially torfor those of his houhous setieetke hath
denied the faith and is worse than an innind
del i rim v c

the right meaning of fidelity is to
be true and faithful and the meaning
of infidelity is to be untrue and un-
faithful the modern meaning of
infidel is an unbeliever in christian-

ity whileweije the ancient meaning was
apostate but it makes little differ-
ence to this writing which
accepted then what is the meaning
of the passage just quoted it means
exactly what it says that is a man
who will not provide torfor his kindred I1

especially his wife and children is
worse than an apostateorifor if prefer-
able an infidel

now itif those who have been con-
victed under the provisions of the ed-
munds act will consider this matter in
their quiet deliberate moments they
will see that it places them in a very
unenviable position by refusrefusingilig to
promise to obey jhb law they enclose
themselves in a prison many of them
leave little children for
and who will suffer by the absence of
their father mothers have to take the
reopensresponsibilityity of caringcar ng foror and sup-
porting the family women and
children are made tot suffer un-
necessary hardships whathat for be-
cause their husbands and fathers
have refused to provide for
them by refusing i to stay out of
prison according to the bible such
men are worse than infidels god does
not require men to neglect their fami-
lies and he condemns instead ofef bless-
ing them for so doing neither does
god require men to disobey the law
but instead tells them to be subject

that be for all power
Is ordained of god it is a great
mistake for a man to think he pleases
the almighty by disobeying the lawslaws of
his country going to primon and neg-
lecting his family for all such work is1

in positive conflict with the teachings
of the bible

9supposeappose the authorities of the mor-
mon church should come forth to-
morrow and sayisay brethren god
loesboes not require you to brukbreas the laws

of the land neither does he require
you to neglect yourtour familiesmilieatala butonbatou
the other hand liehe commands you to
be subject to the laws and above aalto
support your families if aiariy of you
9lreare guilty of polygamy or unlawful
cohabitation go and plead guilty and
promise to keep the laws in the I1future
by doing this you will gain favor in
the sight of god undend nianman and your
sentence will likely be suspended
afterter ththisa go home to tthee bosom ofyourout familfamily and enjoy the blessings of
your hohomeses with your loved ones 1 it
the priesthoodriesthood would do something
like thishis and set an example to their
followers it would look like they had
the welfare of humanity aatt heart

according to this argument itif it maymav
be dignified by such a term every
christian who sufferedered martyrdom in
early ages and who thereby left per
sonsions adependentI1 upon him
Elori waea s an apostate and an infidel
fco

awnwithitli those sturdy and uncompro-
mising victims to the bigotry and bru-
tality of the vindicatoryvindicators of the law
under both catholicCat holle and protestant
persecutions who submitted to the
awotfagot and the flame the thumbscrew
and theth rackerack the dismal dungeon and
theth heads mans axeaxel tatherrather than yield
toio the demand uttered in the name of
the law io10 recant their so called
heresiesheresies by refusing to obey the
law they rendered themselves liable
to all the pains and penalties which
theythe endured and many of them leftliettelittle children for who suf-
feredf from the absenceambience of their fa-
thers 11 on the rule applied to the un-
yielding mormonscormonsMor mons such men were

worst than infidels
but is ottrue that the bible teaches

any such nonsense as that no it is
not true when a man provides for
his own to the best of his ability and
he is preventedr vente from continuing tais
familyam y dduty oyby others the blame will
no I1tall upon him but upon those
who create the sufferingssuffering does the
bible anywhere place personal
convenience or family ties before
dutydaty honor and fidelity to the truth
did not the savior declare that if any
man loved father or mother wife or
children housesbouses or lands before him
that he was not worthy of him did
ilehe not declare that all these must bbee
forsaken if necessary or he who
would not endure this trial was not
his disciple did not deterbeter and other
apostles when commandedto obey the
la wiand ceasee ffromrom ththeu ministryin ex
elclaim whethere ther it JB 1101ig in thee
sight of god tpto hearkeaet0 you1 momorere
than unto god jujudgedae yye 1 is it nonott
repeatedlyedly anjouannouncedd I1in ththe biblewe ought to 0obeybey god ratherratherAhanhan

manmana and Is not this good common
sense and self evident to all rational
minds

the atrocities perpetrated in every
age and nation upon men andaad women
lorfor their adherence to what they be
lieveld to be the will of god in prefer-
ence to the edictsedicta of mauman were done
in the hamdname of the law jesusjesus of naz-
areth was crucifiedcruc ined in the name of the
law the apostles were imprisoned
and put to death in the name of the
law the same with all the mar-
tyrs from their day to the present
the powers that be 1 I1 have no right to

infringeringe upon matters of religion or pro-
hibit the free exerciseenelse thereof and that
obedience to kw enjoined in thethe sacred
books is limited to the things which
are and does not reach to

the things which are gods deity
asis supreme his law is above all that
is a truth beyond controversy when
human law and divine law conflict
the superiority of the latter is beyond

but it may be asserted that this law
to which the cormonsmormonsMor monsnall cling is not
divine that Is altogether another
question it is divine to us it may
not be to others and we must act
on our own convictions not
on the opinions of ouroar opponents
whether we are right or wrong
the question now under consideration
remains the satiresame we are not either
apostate or infidel by cleaving to our
convictions even though they lead us
to death and our wives and children
are made to suffer by ouroar absencetibsence

the advice conveyed in the com-
municationmuni cation above is that of the coward
and the slave itisit is in the very spirit
of apoapostasytacystacy and infidelity to escape
sufferingerlI g for themselves and their
families mormonscormonsMor mons I1 are to do violence
to their consciences forswear their
relireligiongloiaioa forsake the wives that are
bound to them by the most sacred ties
and dishonor themselves in their own
eyes and in the sight of god and all
just Is that biblical doctrine
iss it not rather the cant of the hypo-
crite and the counsel of the craven

what liberty civil or religious
would the borlaworld enjoy todayto day it such

those had prevailed in
olden times servile submission to
unrighteous and unjust laws simply
because they were the laws of the
land the requirementsrequirement of chepow
ersera that be would hhaveave kept the
world in the most cruel bbondage
and the liberties of the nineteenth
century would be unknown by re-
sisting those enactments valiant soulssoula
gainergained the favor both of gudbod andaad otol
man and their names are honored on
earth and are sacred in heaven butbat ilif
they hadbad yielded to the plea your sen-
tence will be suspended if you prom-
iseise to 0obeybey the ialaww they wowoulduld have
gone down to the grave in disgrace and
the names of infidel and apostate
would have then been appropriate to
them

and just look at the honorable pro-
posal in the last parparagraph of the
communication when you wehave
promised to put away the wives you
have vowed to keep and cherish
for ever after this go home to
the bosom of your family and enjoy
the blesblessingssinis of your homes with your
loved ones could the course of duda

a ny furt hergo make the pro-
mise but never mind about keeping it
agree to obey the law as construed
by the courts which means never
speak to your plural wives aaagaina in treat
them worse than strangersstranger utterly
cast them off and reject them anand
then after that agreement go home
and enjoy their society and have a
good time if that is biblical or reli-
gious or commonly honest we must
contessconfess we do not understand any of
these terms

we recommend the writer of the ar-
ticle we have clipped to take a few les
soobinin both biblical and secular his-
tory and also learn something of the
true signification of fidelity and honor
of duty to god and the recognition of
conscience until he or she has done
this and considerably more he or she
will not be qualified to give advice to
the mormonscormonsMor mons or to expound scrip-
ture even to the most ignorant of mor-
als

THE CORRECT POSITION

THERE is probably no journal pub-
lished in the country that is more out-
spoken and independent on all general
as well as special topics than the chi-
cago herald while its utterances
have no uncertain ring they are care-
fully sustained by facts and ressoreason
in the treatment otof the mormonmormo n ques-
tion the capable editor of that paper
makes no exception in the exhibition
of those qualities As BRar evi-
dence of the clear conception
he has formed of the situation we ex-
tract the following

the bill which nasass now passed both
houses otof congress and awaits the ac-
tion of the president is not so much a
measure against polygamy as88 it is a
legislativeattempt to cripple and de-
spoil the mormon church ththatat there
is a vast difference between punishing
a crime upheld in the name of religion
and taking steps to deprive the adher-
ents of that faith of the property which
their thriftt and indaindustryastry have built up
will btbe patent to the most ccasuala sual ob-
server

laws already on the statute books
provide ample pains and penalties for
polygamists01tyga mists to enforce these laws jtittashas been necessary to deprive one
territory of the right of self govern
meat godenyto deny to itsj inhabitants the

protection and guarantees of the con-
stitutionution of the united states and to
set up among them a system of juris-
prudenceprudence which would do credit to
siberiaberla or timbuctoo but as to thesethee
extreme measures no one would be
justified in making serious complaint
as under the circumstance she pun-
ishment of crime and the enforcement
of the laws would be impossible with-
out them As much cannot be
said relative to the supplement-
ary legislation which has now been
hadhada it goes beyond the aesuestrevortion of polygamy and attacks the mor-
mon church as a church closes up its
financial corporation and confiscates
its property the precedent estab-
lished by the original mormon legisla-
tion was cited by the members of that
church as dangerous because it was
claimed that if a majority of the people
should ever come to the conclusion
that any otherether faith was practicing
some ceremony which was held to be

to morals it too could
be attacked in the same manner
did not cause much trepidation any-
where for it is not at allali likely that
any religious sect will ever aaaadoptfromt a
practice which the laws have from
time immemorial held to be pernicious
As to this later legislation however
the precedent established is of a differ-
ent character

polygamy has been the convenient
weapon of the enemies which the
mormon church has made if it had
not been a part of their faith some-
thing else would have been found on
which to base the attacksattack which inte-
rested parties are making upon them
the fact is unquestioned that very
few mormonscormons are polygamists aside
from that tenet there is nothnothinginginin
their creed to which any american can
lawfully take exception it has been
the aim of the gentiles and of the fan-
atics itat the east to have never under-
stood the situation in utah and who
have never made any effort to under-
stand it to destroy the church
and come into posse OU of its
vast temporalitiesties it was driv-
en from nauvoo it was burned
pillaged and murdered out of missouri
itif it can be legislated out of utah
some precious scoundrels will make
their fortunes by the operation and
thatthai is the prespresentelit object by dwelling
uupon0 a polygamy the agitators have mis-
led

mis-u
le

pd
millions of people and covered

their own tracks when it is notorious
that they care nothing at all for polyg-
amy that even in salt lake itself it is
rarely heard that but for thevul-
nerabilitynerability of the churchcharsh on this scoreacore it
would be attacked on other lines in the
same Interinterestdat the spoil otof the church
is the bait which has attracted the at-
tention of the avaricious and while
that is permitted to tempt them I1 they
will clamor for laws more and more
severe until they at length comecoma into
possession

I1 no necessity exists lorfor the legisla-
tion which has jastast been made it is
not for the suppression of polygamy
but for the destruction of the mormon
church the laws against polygamy
are being enforced with much success
nine men out of ten who are arraigned
are convicted the crime is punished
lain utah with much more zeal than it is
in any other territory or state
in the union beyond this the
people of the united states have
no legal or moral right to go they
may punish the crimes committed by
members of a religious society but they
cannot lawfully punish the society itself
95 per cent of whose members are not
guilty of0 any offense to set up this
right in the present case will maklamake it
easy to do so in other cases A major-
ity may someborne day conclude that some
other church is getting rich enough to
rob and it will be robbed the very
instrument of oppression and injustice
which some rellreligiousoua bodies are now
applying to the cormonsmormonsorm ons may one day
be turned against themselves it is a
dangerous business to permit a major-
ity to overrideover ride the constitution in
obedience to a passing clamor

A BRACE OF protracted
FIGHTS

6

thicTHE states of indiana and new jersey
hadbad two of the most protracted lightsfights
over their respective Senatorships that
ever occurred in the country they
began about the same time and the
former ended her struggle first by the
election of david turpie to the united
states senate new jersey did not
complete the task till yesterday when
rufus blodgett was elected both the
gentlemen named are democrats
and as they succeed repub-
licans this makes a difference
in the voting strength of the senate of
four I1 which the change in a california
seat increases to six the democrats
also gain a senator in virginia but
this is offset by a republican gain in
nevada where stewart republican
will succeed pairfair democrat the
present majority of the republicans in
the senate will be reduced to four af-
ter the ath instant it is nowBOW tentea

ON TOP

THE belligerent remarks of senator
ingalls on the occasionoccabion of the passage
in the senate of the retaliation bill
against canada were expected to ex-
cite great indignation in england
they occasioned much commecommentat in
this country being applauded by the

pugnaciousand explosive sort of pa-
triotstri and deplored by the pacific
anandd clearheaded promoters of ustice
and coconsistencysis tency the utterances of
the london press were looked forwithfor with
some anxiety and it was expected
that through that medium the british
lionlien would roar in anger and defiance

but the papers of the british me-
tropolistro polis treated the bitter sayings of
the senator from kansas as
cant and informed their readers that
ingalls was a very unimportant per
abageamage without a friend or supporter
either inslinsideordebr outside of the ameri-
can capitol this might have been
considered a politic kind of revenge
and was not very flatteringnatt ering to the caus-
tic and spiteful orator

however lavaingallsIncallslial turn hashall come
now his election as president of the
senate pro terntein puts the london press
into an unfortunate popositionsillon it
shows that they were either
densely ignorant of the gentle
mans status and influence or that
they were enendeavoringeavor inz to throw dust
toin the eyes of the public and to meanly
detract from the reputation ofa power-
fulfat opponent ingalls though in our
opinion a rash and unreasonable as
saillant of the mother country condollin this
little scrimmage with the Llondon
press has certainly come out on top

AN OPEN

THERE is considerable discussion yet
over the question whether the anti

mormon bill liashas become a law or
not this difference of opinion is not
confined to utah it is the subject of
dispute inia washington as we learnlarn by

telegraph the is considered
settled here by some in consequence
of a dispatch from attornattorneyayiy general
garland who in answer to the ques-
tion from chairman carlton of
the utahutah commission on friday
has the utah bill become a

law replied in the affirmative
mr garland is as likely to know
as anybody and yet it is just possible
that hebe may have erred in the same
manner tsas it is thought the agent of
the associated press erred

the constitution provides
66 if any bill shall not be returned by

the president within ten days sun
days excepted after it shall have bbeeneen
resented to him the same shall be a

lawEaw in like mannerbadner as it hebe had sinnedsigned
it unless the congress by their ad-
journmentjournment shall prevent its return in
which case it hhall not become a law 21

the quesquestiontiou then turns on
time when the president received
the bill from the senate it has
been positively stated that the bill
kasnotwas not sent to him until monday
february on the other hand it is
claimed that it was engrossed and for-
warded to him on saturday feb
if the latter statement is correct the
argument is at an end the bill hhas be-
come law without the Ppresidentsre 8ide nts sig-
nature but it it did not reach him
until monday the question is still
open

some claim that if the bill was sent
to the president at any time before
midnight on monday it became a law
because monday is counted torfor one
day in the ten others alqan among
them men of legal learning and ac-
quaintedquainted with parliamentary usage sare
emphatic in the opinion that tuesday
was the first day after the bill was pre-
sented to the president presuming it
went to him on monday and that the
ten days did not expire until didulmidnight
of march ath the adjournment of
congress at noon jonon that day would
thus leave the bill Wout and it would be
void without the presidents signa-
ture

up to this writing we have not been
able to obtain a definite answer as to
the exact time when the bill was pre-
sented to president clevelandClevelandw and soad
we regard the question as not yet
finally settled

KNOWLEDGE IN PLACE OF
DOUBT

THE controversy over the reappoint-
ment of mr hume as a foreign mis-
sionarysio nary which behave previously ex-
plainedplained has been decided by the pru-
dential committee of the american
board and he is to be permitted to re-
turn to his field of labor notwithstand-
inganghishis position on the question of

probation after death it appears
that the gentleman has expressed no
positive conviction on that doctrine
he endorses the report of his views to
the committee in which it is said

he firmly holds every doctrine of
the evangelical faithanafaithand takes the po-
sition that no man will be finally
lost for lack of a gracious opportunity
of salvation through christ but only
for refusing it inin regard to gods
method of giving this gracious oppor-
tunity to the heathen who never heardbeard
of christ he does not profess to have
any certain knowledge since he be-
lieves the bible tois not explicit on this
point

this it appears was sufficiently
vague to suit the prudential commit-
tee and hebe is sent back under theabe as-
surance that he will work in harmony
with the desire that he avoid the
preaching or teaching otof any i

tion in favor of ti ffuture prOaprobationtion 91

thus recantsdecants nothing but vir-
tually agrees to holdbold hisbis tongue onoil the
great question while the prudential
breafcommitteeommittee yield nothing as to their
position in regard to it all this is
qute in line with the doubt and un-
certainty that prevail in the religious
world on most theological questionslops
that agitate inquiring minds andand apieape
lack of any authority to decide is pain-
fully apparent the dead letter of
ancient scripture is their only guide
audand this is susceptible otof so many

private interpretationsinterpretational according to
the bent of the mind of the reader that
it becomes no fixed standard at shall

the action of the prudential com-
mitte may be perfectly consis-
tent in the case of mr hume
for that body though holding different
views from laimbim is not competent to de-
cide as to which isAs right but its sub-
sequent action on other cases appears
W ther in another light two a p

pit to for missionary beserviceivice mes
and morse have been re-

jected solely because tajtheyy stand on the
same ground as mr hume as to the
probationrobation question here toIs mrair
morses statement in regard to it

kat am not prepared to affirm that
all those are lost who do not re-
ceive the gospel inthisin this life I1 donotdo not
believe that the bible teaches such a
doctrine I1 do believe that the

of the biblical teachingteachie is
that now is the day of salvation ams

teaching it is my purpose to tzerteach all
I1 mean with reference to the hypothe-
sis of a future probation isie that I1 do
not know pipractically it affects
neither mymv belief nor my teaching

it will bibe perceived that mr morse
is as much of a know nothing
on this point as mr hurnehume he
does not intend to teach what tiehe
thinks in relation to it but liebellsits re-
used

re-
fusedf an appointment while mr humehube
is acceacceptedted11 and the only reason of-
fered yaforr the difference is that mr
hume was an old missionary and mr
morsemorias well as mr torrey is a new
applicant Bbuttney are not rejected
because they are nenewiw but because they
occupy the samefame groundroar kd on the proba-
tion aquestion Asaa firmr hume

we refer to this subject again al-
though it is of no consequence to us or
most of our readers whether these
persons sogo out to mystify the heathen
or stay to speculate onoa theological
mysterieslies at home but the whole
matter illustrates the condition of thisthe
sectarian world sutand shows the im-
portanceportauce and necessity of present rev-
elation and living authority to dispel
the darkness that clouds toeme minds of
men and establish the truth beyond the
reach 6161 controversy and yet the
professed ministers of the gospel of
aristchrist not only refuse to listen to the
voice of inspiration which has settled
the are
thoughtful throughout pergCChristendonristendopii

but alsoalso to seek lorfor information from
the source of all lihtlight and knowledge
and wisdom

we do not mean by this theythel
do not in form ask for divine
guidance but that athey idodo not
expect any definite communication
from on high for their creed shutsshut
out a direct answer to their forcinalfortail
petitions they do not believe that
god will speak that jesusjeans will reply
thatangels will minister as in days olof
old and they not only despise the

latter day saints for being so simple
as to give credence to revelations pur-
porting to have come from heaven in

this age of the world but utterly re-
pudiate the doctrine 91of modern revela-
tion and thus virtually shut up the
heavens over their own headsbeads and re-
pel the atryvery idea of expecting actual
and direct knowledge itomfrom jaothe su-
preme being

in this condition they are bound to

remain without present revelation
and the perplexing indecision voiced
by both mr hume and mr morse isii
shared by multitudes who cannot be-
lieve the orthodox doctrine of eternal
torment lorfor millions who never heardbeard
of jesus because they have not accept-
ed him as the christ and yetknow not

how this awful latefate Isis to be averted
the glorious vision given to joseph
smith and sidney rigdonbigdon february
16 1832 unfolding the ffuturefuture of man-
kind in the world to come casts all

doubts and disputes on this questquestion
to the moles and the bats with the

idols and vagariesarites of heathendom
and christendom and manifest
the justice mercy and olof

the almighty in such resplendent co-
lors as to fill1111 every believing soul with

wonder love and praise it is to beb

found in the doctrine and Covericovenantsants
page and te is all in 6 harmony
with biblical fetchingtetteachingching unclouded by

the notions and and renderings of un-
inspiredins ired men91no0 son or Usdaunteraureliter of adam will be

lost through totd learn the pla
of salvation all nations and tribes
and tongues will bear the one eve-
rlasting and only true gospel of me

demdempttionlon either inthein the flesh or in the

spiritp r t and that portion only of the

eternal punishment always readreadyI1 fotfor

transgressorsgoo rs wiwill11 be meted out osloas n
deserved in different cases the finalAW

result will be the redemption of every

soul except those who sin against the

holy ghost after having received 19li
and the entrance of the redeemed jutointo

vaivariousbous degrees af glory according to

their works let the christian
world read and receive that vision and
the gospel it proclaims and knowledgeknowledg
will take the place of doubt andana itlightt
andad joy will radiate to the ends of thee

1 I I1eeartharth

sambain jones creed is Isa botbottomlessbottomto lesaess i

hell and a topless heaven thatt creed

cant be saideaid to lack means ofI1
tion


