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THE PLEA OF THE COWARD,

THE relusal of those counsistent Lat-
ter-day Bainta who bave been brought
before the courts on account of thelr
religlon, to pledge themsclyes to for-
suke their families and repudiate their
wacied covenants, has been the subject
of many commuents. The bar, the
beoch, the pulpit aod the press, have
dilated on the position takern' by our
bretbren who have gone to prison
cheerfully rather thaa dishonor-them-
selves and repounce their rellgion.
But the following, which sppearsina
iocal sheet, 19 perhaps abont as chiid-
1sh a plea on the side of submlssion ns
doything uttered by preacher or judge:
*RBut it any provide not for hie own, and
speciXlly for those of his oyn honse.be Lath
denfed the faith und i5 worse thun an Jnd-
del.” (1Tim. v. 8} o .
*The right meaning of fldelity is to
be true and faithful; and the meaning
of infidelity 15 to be untrue and uu-
{aithful. “The modern meaning of

‘Intldel’ is an unbeliever in Christian-;

ity, while the ancient meaning wad
spostaté, But it makes little difter-
ence to this writing which definition’is
accepted. Then what ig the meaning
pf the passage just quoted? It means
exactiy what it says, that ls, & man
who will not provide for his kindred,
especially his wite and children is
worse than an apostatesor, if preler-
able, au infidel.

Now if those who bave been con-
victed ucder the provisions of the Ed-
miunds act will cousider this matter in
thelr qulet, deliberate moments they
will sce that it places them in o very
upnenviable position, By refusibg to
promise to obey_the law they enclose
themselves in u Prlson. Many of them
leave little children unprovided for
and who will suffer by the absence of
thelr father. Motbers bave to take the
responsibility of curiug for and sup-
porting tbe family, Women apd

children ave made- suffer un-

necessury hardsmgs. What for? Be-
cause thelr husbands and fathers
have  refused to provide for

them by refusing to stay out of
pricon, According to the Hible such
men are worse than infldels, God does
not require men to negluct their fami-
lies and Ile condemns instead of bless-
ing, them for so doing. Neither does
God require men to-disobey the law,
but instead tells them to be ‘‘subject
unto'the powers that be, for all power
is ordained of God.! It isa great
mistake for a man to think be pleases
the Almizghty by disobeying the luws of
bis country, zoing t0 priscn and neg-
lecting his
1o positive conflict with the teuchlngs
of the Bible,
* Suppose the authorities of the Mor-
mon Church should come torth to-
morrow snd sayi ‘“Dretiren, God
does not require you to bréak the laws
* of the land; nelther docs he require
you to peglect iol.lr families; but,on
the other hand, he commands you to
be subject to the laws and above all,to
support your tamilies. If ak of you
sre gulity of pely um{

or uplawful
cohabitution, go and plead gullty and

: firomise to keep the lawsin the future,’

y doing this you will gain favor in
the slght of God ®nd  map, and your
senteace willi likely be suspended,
Alter this go home top the bosomm of
your fumily and e¢njoy the blessings of
your homes with your loved oves.’ If
the Priesthood would do something
ilke this, and set an example to their
foliowers it would look like the¥ had
the welfare of bumanijty at heart,”

According to this argumment, it it may
-be digpified by such a term, every
Charistinp who suffered martyrdom in
euriy ages and who thercby left per-
sons dependent upon him ubnprovided
for, was “‘an apostate and au infide],
S0 with those sturdy and uncompro-
mising victims to the bigotry and bruo-
tality of the vindicators of the law,
under both Catholic and Protestant

craecutions, ;who submitted to the
g0t and the flame, the thumbscrew
und the rack, the dismal dungeon und
the headsman's axe, rather than yield
to the demand, nttered in the name of
the Jaw, w recant their so-called
heresies, "*By refusing to obey the
law?’ they rendered themselves liable
toall the pains and penalties woich
they endured, and *many of them left
lttie children unprovided for who suf-
tered from the absence of their fa-
thers,'* On the rule applied to the un-
yielding ‘'‘Mormons," such men were
‘‘worse tbau Intddels.”’

But js it*trua that the Bible teaches
apny such nonsense as that? No, It is
Dot true, When a man providea for
his 0wn to the best of his ability, and
he s prevented from continuing this
fumily duty oy others, the blume will
no 1all wpon him but upon those
who create the sufferingg Does the
Bible auywhere place™ personal
convenlence or family ties before
ds:ly. bonor and fidelity to the truth?
Did pot the Savior deciare that if any
wan loved father or mother, wife or
children, bouses or lands before Him
that he was not worthy of Him? Did
He not deciare that all these must be
torsaken,” if necessaty, or he who
wonld not endure this trial was not
1lis disciple? Did not Beter and other
Apostles when commanded to ovey the
law.andrcease from their ministry, ex-
claim: *'Whether it rigut in the
sight of God to besarke to you more

thao unte God, judge ye?' {s it net
repeatedly snpounced o the Bible:
“We ought to obey God rather 4bhan

sense und self evident to all rational
minds?

The utrocitics perpetrated in every
age and nation, upon men und women
{or their adherence to what they be-
Lieved to be the will of God in prefer-
ence to the edicts of mun, were done
in the name of the law. Jesns of Naz-
afeth was crucitied in tie name of the
jaw. The Apostles were imprisoned.
and put to death in the name of the
law, The same with all the mar-
tyrs from their day to the present.
“The powers that be,' bavenoright to
infringe upon matters of relizvionor pro-
hibit the free exercise thereof, and that
obedience to law enjoined in the sacred
books, ts limited to the ‘*things which
are Cmzar’s’ snd does Dot reach to
**the things which are God’s.” Delty
116 supreme, His law is above all. That
i{s 2 truth beyond controversy. When
human . ldw snd Divine iaw coofiict
the superiority of the latter ls be}'ond
debate. .

But it may be asserted that this law
to which the *‘Mormons™ cling is not

f&milv, for all sach work 1s th

ents of thatfaith of'the property which
their thrift acd fndastry hnp\'e bFuUL up

has been npecessary to deprive oue
territory of the rignt of self-govern-

Divine. ‘That is altogether another
question. It is Divine t0 us, it may
not be to others, and we must act
on our own couvictions not
on the oplnions of our opponents.
Whether we are right or wrong,
the qnestion now under consideration
remains the sa;pe. Weare not either
apostate or infidel by cleaviog to our
convictions, even though they lead ns
to Jdeath and our wives and children
are made to snffer by our dibsence.

The sadvice conveyed In the com-
munication above ig that of the coward
and the slave, Itis in the very spirit
-of apostacy and intidelity. To eacape
suffering for fhemselves snd Lheir
families,**Mormons” are to do violence
to their consclences, forswesr thelr
religion, forsake the wives that are
bound to them by the most sacred ties,
and dishonor themselves 1n their own
¢yes andinthe gight of God and all
just pepple. 16 that Biblical doctrine?
{3 it not rather the cant of the bypo-
crite and the counsel of the craveu?

What liberty, clvil or religious,
would the world enjoy to-day, it such
preadings as those had prevailed in
olden times? Servile snbmission to
unrighteous and utojust laws siwply
becsuse they were **the laws of tpe
land,’ the requirements of ‘‘the.pow-
¢rg that be,”” would buve Lepi the
world in the most cruel hondage,
and the liberties of the nioeteenth
century would be upknown. By re-
sisting those enactments, valiant sonls
galney the favor both of Gudand ol
man, and thejr names are honored on
earty and are sacred in heaven. Butif
they bad yielced to the ples,*"your seu-
tenge will be suspepded if you prowm-
ise to obey the [aw,’’ they would have
gone down to the grave in disgruce,and
the npames of “intide] and upostute’’
would bave then been appropriate to

cIm.

And just look at the honorable pro-
posa] in the jast parawrzph ©f the
communication. When yon lhyye
promised to put away the wives you
have vowed to Lkeep and cherish
for - ever, “*after this go houme Lo
the bosom of yourfamiiy and enjoy
the blessings of your homes with your
loved ones.”” Could the course of du-
pilcity a uy furthergo? Make the pro-
mige, but never mind about keeping it.
Agree to obey the lasw *‘as conatrued
by the courts,’’ which means, never
speak to your plural wives again, treat
them worse than strangers, uttecrly
cast them of abd reject them, and
then, after that agreement, go home
and epjoy their gociety and have u
good time. [f thatis‘Biblical, or reli-
glous, or commohly bonest, we ust
coutess we do not understand wny of
these terms.

We recommend the writer of the ar-
ticle we have clipped to take a lew les-
soog in both B:blical and secolar bis-
tory, and also learp something of the
true signification of fidelity and honor,
0f duty to God and the recoguvition of
conscience. Until he or she has doue
this and considernbly more, he or she
will not be qualified to glve advice to
the!*Mormous® or to expound scrip-
t-lill'e even to the most lgnorant of mor-
als.
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THE CORRECT POSITION.

THERE is probably no journal pub-
lisbed in the.conntry that is more out-
spoken and independent on all general
as well as special topics than the Chi-
cago Hergld.  Whlle its utterances
bave no uncertaln ring, they are care-
fully sustzined by facts and resson.
In the treatment ol the Mormon gues-
tion the capable editor of that puper
makes no exception in the exhibition
of those qualitles, As am evi-
dence of the clear conception
he has formed of the situatlon, we ex-
tract the followlng: ‘

“The bill which nasnow passed both
houses ot Congress, and awaits the ac-

measure against polygamy as it is a
legislative attempt to cripple and de-
8poil the Mormen church. That tbere
is o vast difference between punlsbing
8 crime upheld in the name o? religion
und taking steps to deprive the adher-

will be patent to the most casnal ob-
server.

Laws already on the statute books
provide ample pains and penalties for
polyzamisis. 'L'o enforce these laws it

ment, todeny to its inhabltants the

stitution of the United Btates, and to
set up among them u system of juris-
prudence which would do credit to
Siberis or Timbuctoo, But asto these
@xtreme Meastires, Do one would be
justifled in making serions cumplaint,
us, under the circumétances, the pun-
1shment of crime aud tbe enforcement
of the jaws would be impessible with-
out them. As much canpot be
safd relative to the supplement-
ary Jegisistion which has now been
had. ¢ It goes, beyond the ques-
tion of polgzamy and attacks the Mor-
mon ehurch as u church, closes np its
financial corporation and confiscates
its’ property. ¢ precedent estab-
lished by the orlginal Mormon legisla-
tion was cited by the members of that
church as dangerous, because it was
claimed that i{ a majoritgof the people
shbuld ever come to the conclosion
that any ether faith was practicing
some ceremony which was held to be
jojurious to public morals, tt too could
be attacked in the same manner. This
did not cause much trepidstion any-
where, for It is not at all Iikely that
4WHY rellgious sect will ever adopt &
practice which the laws have from
time immemorial held to be pernicious.
As tothis later legislatlon, however,
the precedentestablished is of a differ-
ent character.

Polygammy has been the corvenjent
weapon of the enemieés which the
Mormon Chorch has made, If it had
pot keen & part of their faith some-
thing else would have been found on
which to base the attacks which inte-
rested parties are making upon them.
The fact is unquestioned that very
few Mormons are polygamiste. Aslde
from that tenet there i3 nothing in
toetr creed 1o which any American can
lawfully take exception. It has been
the aim of the Gentlies and of the fan-
atics st the East to bhave never under-
stood the situation m Utab and who
bave never made any efort to under-
stand 1t, to destroy the church

sad come into possesfion of s
vast temporalities. It® was driv-
|en from Nauvoo. It was burned,
pillaged and murdered out of Missouri.
| if it can be legislated out of Utah
some precious scoundrels will make
their fortunes by tbe operation, Bnd
that Is the prescnt object. By dwelling
upon polyramy the agitators bave mig-
led millions of people und covered
their own tracks, when it is netdrious
that they care nothing at all {or polyg-
amy+ that eveo in Salt Lake itself 1t ls
rarely heard of ,and that bt for the vul-
nerabflity of the Chureh on this score it
would be atlacked on other lines in the
sarne interést. The spoil ot the Charch
is the bait which has atiracted the at-
tention of the avaricions, and whiie
that is permitted to tempi thesm, they
will clawor for laws more and more
severe until they at lepgth come lpto
possession. |
No uecessity exists for the legisia-
tion which has $nst beén made. It 18
not for the suppression oi *polygamy,
but for the destruction of the Mormon
Church. The laws agalnst polykamy
ure being enforced with much success.
Nine meh out of ten who are arralgned
are convicted. The crime is purrished
in Utah with much more zeal than it s

in any other Territory or State
in the Upion. Beyond this the
people of the United States bave

no legal or moral right to go. They
may Eunlsh the crimes committed by
members of a religions society,but they
cannot lawfully punishthesociety itself
95 per cent of whose members are not
gullty of any offense, To-set up this
| Tight in the present case will make it
easy to do 80 in other-cases. A major-
| ity muy some day conciude that some
other church is gemng rich enough to
| rob ana it will be robbed. The very
instrument of oppressicn and injustice
‘which some religious bodies are now
applylng to the Mormons may one day
betorned against themselves, Itisa
dangerous business to germlt a major-
ity to over-ride the Coustitution in
obedience to a passing clamor.

/A BRACE OF *PROTRACTED
. FIGHTS.

- &
;Tmr. States of Tudiana and New Jersey
' had two of the most protracted fights
over their respective Senatorships that
ever occuited in the country. They
began about the same time and the
forwer ended her {struggle first by the
election of David Turpie to the United
States Sepate; New Jersey did oot
complete the task till yesterday, when
Rufus Blodgett was elected. Both the
geotlemen named ar¢ Democrats,

and as  they succeed; Hepub-
licans this makes a difference
in the votlpg streagth of the Senate of
four, which the change in a California

tion of the President, is not s0 much |

seat increases to six. The Democrats
.also gain a Beoetor 1o Virginia, but
this is offset by a Republican ¢ain in
Nevada, where Stewart (Republican)
will succeed Fair (Democrat.) The
present majority of toe Republicans in
tbe Senate will be reduced to' four af~
ter the 4th inatunt; ft is now ten,
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ON TOP.’

THE belligerent remarks of Senator
Iogalis on the occasion of the passage
in the Senate of the retaliation bill
against Canada, were expected Lo ex-
clte great indignation in England.
They occasioned mnch comment iu

this country, beiny .applanded by the

.

triots,”! und deploted by the paciic
and clearbeaded promoters of ustice
and copsistency. The utterances of
the London press were looked for with
some anxiety, and -t was expected
that through that medium the Britigh
Lien would roar in anger and deflance.

But the papers of ine British me-
tropolis treated the bitter sayings of
the menator irom Kansas us insignifi-
cant, and informed thelr readers that
Iogalls was & very unimportunt per-
souuage, without a friend vr supporter
eltber inside or outside of the Ameri-
can Caplitol. This -might have been
{ consldered a politic kind of revenge
and was not very flattering to the caus-
tic and spiteful orstor.

However, Iopalls’ turn has come
now, His election as President of the ‘
Benate pro tem puts the London prees

into an unfortuniate posigion. It
shows that they were elther
densely ignoraut of. the geotle-

man’s status .and infiuence, or that
they were endeavoring to tllmw dust
in the eyes of the public und to meanly
detract from the reputation of 4 power-
ful opposent. Ingalls, though inour
opinion & rash and unreasonable as-
spilant of the mother conntry, in this
Hitle scrimmage with the London
press hascertainly come out on top.

et — et

AN OPEN QUESTION.

TuERE I8 considerable discussion yet,
over the qnestion whether the anti-
Mormoa' blll bas become & law or
not. .This difference of opinion is not
confined to Utah: it Is the subject of
dispute in Washington, as We lcarn by
telegraph. The matter I8 considered
settled bere by some, in consequance
of a dispatch from Attorney Genersl
Garland who, in answer {0 the gques-
tion from Chairman Carlton, of
the Utah Comuwission, en Friday:
“Has the Utah blll become &
law?” replied in the aflirmative.
Mr. Garland is .as )ikely to know
as anybody, and yet it 1s just possible
that he may have erred in the same
manuer 4s it is thougnt tbe agent of
the Associated Press erred.

The Constitotion provides:

*If any bill shall not be returned by
the Prestdent within ten ‘days—Sun-
days excepted—aiter it sball huve been

resented to him, the same shall be a
aw in like maooer a8 if be had slened
it, unless the Congress by thelr ad-
journment sball prevent its return, in
which case it shall not become a law.?’

The questiop, then, turns or the
time when the President received
the bill from the BSepate. It bhas
been positively stated that the bill
was not sent to him until Monday,
February 21st. On the other hand itis
claimed that it was evgrossed and for-
warded to bim on Saturday, Feb. 19th.
1f the latter statement is correct the
grgunient 18 1t an end; the bill has be-
come law without the President's si1g-
uature. Butif it did not reach bim
uptll Monday; the question is still
open. .

Some claim that if the bill was sent
to the President at any time before
midnight on Monday, it became a luw,
becauge Monday is cougted for ome
day in the ten, Others, and among
them wen of legal learniog, and ac-
qualnted with parliamentary usages,are
emphatic in the opinion that Tuesday
was the first dav after the bill was pre-
gented to the President, presuming it
went to him on Monday, and that the
ten days did not expire until midoight
of Mauarch 4th., The adjournment of
Congress at noon on, that day would
thus leave the bill oué. and it would be
vold withont the President’s signa-
tare. ,

Up to this writing we have vot been
able to obiain a definite answer as to
the exact time when the bill was pre-
sented to President Cleveland, and 8o
we regafst the question as neot yet
finaliy settled.
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KNOWLEDGE IN PLACE OF
DOUBT.

THE controversy ovel the reappoint-
ment of Mr. Hume a8 a forelgn mis-
sionanry, which we'have previously ex-

tnally agrees to hold his tongueon the
grea question, while the Prudenttal
Committee yield nothing us to their
position in regard to jt. All this is
quite in .line with the doubt apd un- .
certainty tbat prevail in the religious
world o most theologicul questions’
that agitate inguiring iuds, and the
lack of any authority to decide is paln-
fully apparent. e dead letter of
ancient scriptare is their only gulde,
and this is susceptible ot so many
tprivate interpretations’’ according to
the bent of the mind of the reader, that
it becomes no flxed standard at ufl.
The sction of the Pradestial Com-

mitte may be porfectly consls-
tent in the case of Mr, Hume,
for that body, though bholding different

1

views irom iim isnot compelent to de-
cide as to which is right; butissub-,
sequent uction on other cuses appears
altogether in another light. Two 4 p-2
plkh]t.s tor missivnary service—Mes- -
grs. Torrev and' Morse, have been re-
jected solely because they stand op the,
same yround as Mr. Hume as to the’
probaiion qnestion. Here 18 « Mr,
Morse’s statement i regard to it:

] gm not prepared to affirm that
all those are lost who do not re-*
celve the Gospel In this life. I do not
belleve that the Bible teaches such a-
doctrine. I do believe that the gene-
ral tenor of the Biblical teachiog is.
that now is the day of salvation. This
teaching it s my purpose to teach. All,
I meau with reference to the hypothe-
gis of 4 future probation is that 1dos
not know. Practically, it affecty
neitber my beliet nor my teaching."

It will be perceived that Mr. Morse,
ja as much of a know-pothing
on this point as Mr. Hume. He,
does not iutend to tesch what be
thinks in relation to it. But hells re-
fused an u‘{:polntmem while Mr. Hulne
ig accepted. : And the only reason of-
fered for the difference 1s thut Mr’
Hume was an old missionary apd Mr.
Morse a8 well as Mr, Torrey is a new:
applicant, Butthey are noj rejected,
because they are new, but beCause tbey
occupy the seme ground on the proba«
tion question as Mr. Hume!

We refer to this shbject agaln, al-
though it }s of no consequence to us or.
most of our readers whether these'
persons £o out to mystity the heathent
or stay to specuiste od theologlical,
mysteries at home. DBut the whole
matter illustrates the condition of the
gectariat world, angd shows the im-c
poriauce angd necessity of present rev-
elation and livinz authority, to dispel
the durkness thatclonds vhe ninds of,
men and establish the truth beyond the:
reach ol controversy. And yet the

rofessed ministers of the Gospel off

Shrist not only refuse to liaten to the
volce of Inspiration which has settied
the disputes that are perclexing tie
thouehtiul throughout Christendom,
but also to seek for informatien from:
the source of alillght and knowledge
and wilsdom.

We do not mean by thls thep!
do npot, in form, usk for Divioe
gnldance, but that pihey g#do not
expect any definite communication
from on high, For thelr creed shuis
out s direct answer to thelr formal

etitjions. They do not belleve that

sod will speak, that Jesus wlll reply,
that angels will minister as in days off
old. And they not only ‘desplse the
Latter-day Saints for belng so slmple
a8 to give credence to revelations pur-:
porting to buve come from heaven '
this uge of the world, but utterly re-
pudiate the ductrine of modern reveli-,
tion, and thus virtually shut upibe
heavens over their own heads and re-
pel the very idea of expecting actual
and direct knowledge trom the Bu-
preme Belng. K :

In this condition they are bound fo
remeain without present revelation.
And the gerplexlng indecision, voiced,
by both Mr. Hume and Mr, More,u;
ghuared by multitudes, wbo capnot be-
lieve the' orthodox doctriuve of eternal:
torment tor millions who never beard:
of Jeaus because they have not accept-
ed him as the Christ, and yet know not
how this awful fate i# to be averted.
The glorions vision given to Joseph
Smith snd Sidney Rigdon, Feoruar
18, 1832, unfolding the future of mal
kind in the world to come, casts ai
doubts and disputes on this question
to the moles and the bats, withtbe
idols and vagaries of heathendom!
and Curistendom, and manitests
the justice, mercy and wisdom o
the Almighty in such resplendent col-
‘ors as to fill every believing’ soul wit

plained, bas been decided by the Pru-
dential Committee of the Amerlcan

turn to his fleld of labor notwithstand-
fng bis position om the question of
“probation after death.” It appears
that the gentleman has expressed no
‘positive conviction on that doctrine.
He endorses the report of his views to
the Committes in wbich it is sald:

“‘He firmly holds every doctrine of
the evangelical faith,and takes the po-
sition that no man will be finally
lost for lack of & graclous opportudity
ol salvation throuftg Christ, but oner
for refusing . In regard to God's
method of giving this gracious oppor-
tupity to the heatben who never heard
of Christ, he does not profess to have
any certaln knowledge, since he be-
lieves the Bible 48 not explicit on this
point."

This, it appears, was suofficlently
vague to suit the Prudential Commit-
tee, and be is sent back under the as-
surance that Be will work in barmony
with the desire ‘‘that he ‘avoid the

wonder, love and pralse. Itisto be
found in the Doctrine and Covenants
page 265. And ?is all im,harmoar
with Biblical tedching unclooded by

Board, sud be is to be permitted t0 ré- | ¢ho notions and and renderings of uo-j
| lnsPUed men.

No son or daykhter of Adam will be
lost through fdilure to learn the pi
of salvatlon. All nations and tribes
and tongues will hear the ovne, ever-
lasting and only true gospel of ¥-i
demption, eitber in'the flesh orin the
spirit, and thatportion only of tbe
eterps] punishment, always ready for,
transgressors, will be meted oug as B
deserved in different cases. 'The fioal
result will be the redemption of everf
goul except those who sin against tbe .
Holy Ghostafter baving received it
and the entrance of the redeemed nio .
various degrees of glory “according o ;
their works.” Let the **Christlan
world read and receive that vision and
the Goapel it proclaims, and krowled
wlll take the place of doubt, aod

bt
Lend joy wiil radiate to the ends oi“alc
1

earth

.

S8am Jones’ cree,:i is "5 bottomlest
bell and a topless heaven.” That creed
can’t be sald to lack mesns of veotla~ A

preaching or teaching of -any specuis-4

tion.



