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Will, then, the habitual disuse of thel
lower extremities tend to a physical
degeneration In the clvilized races by
which they In musoular development
and form will approach the Hottentot
aqd the orang-outang? 'That 1s the
serious question raised; perhaps reli-
able statistics gathered from the vari-
ous recruiting stations would aid in a
rational understanding of It. It is not
Impossible that modern civilizatlon i1
confronted by a problem, which the
growing Interest in various outdoor
games and In physical culture has not
been able to solve. If so, the sooner
that fact Is understood, the better.
Improvements in the system of the
tralning of the young may be needed
to meet the changed condfhons that
have arisen as a result of the progress
of civilization.

KOT MUCH NEWS.

There |3 not much to say regarding
the war today, for the reason that thera
is not much war going on. A few de-

gultory skirmlshes—or it may prove to
have been but one skirmish numerously
reported—have taken place on Cuban
sofl If the reports are correct. But that
they are seldom so s at last palnfully
apparent. and dispatches purporting to
come or actually coming from the front
are recelved with many degrees of in-
credulity. The navy seems to be practi-
cally Inert and the whole situation is,
to those who desire a vigorous prosecu-
tion of the war at least, not at all en-
couraging.

To add to this unpleasant situation,
the vacillating course which the army
of invasion ls8 made to pursué may be
mmentioned. Oné day the forces have
embarked, the next they have not; now
they ate fully prepared, agaln they
have nothing in readiness, Yesterday
mornlng came the ‘Information” that
the whole troop was under way, having
jeft early In the morning, and today
we are advised that thls is mot true.
1t this latter §s designed for the pur-
pose of a blind for the Spanlards, as
may be the case, jts propriety is cer-
tajnly questionable. Americans cannot
afford to adopt Bpanlsh. tactics even to
fight the Spanish with.

It is not at present r~robable that the
news for a day or two will be of ab-
sorbing [nterest, but this Is by no
means certain. Sampson Is at his post
and may accomplish a grand coup at
almost any tlme; still, the last advices
regarding him, which were from a
Rritish source, were not at all reasgsur.
jng: We will have to walt and *“see
“what we shall see,”

BPANIARDS AB ENGINEERS.

The New York Tlmes says the Span-
jards always were bad sailors and the
change In naval methods has increased
gpain's inferlority on the sea. This
aource of weakness was emphasized In
a Jecture by Joseph R. Oldham before
a club of civil engineers, He pald:

rhe Spantards do mot make practi-
cal englneers. For several years I was
agsistant to the ohlef engineer of three
lipes of Spanish steamers,
al? the officers and crew were Span-
tards, the whole engine department
was managed and worked by Britigh
engineers, and as people of that na-
tigmallty are not loved by the Span-
jards, it nmay be accepted as proof pos-
itive that they are incapable of man-

ng their own machinery, or they
would never pay Scotch englneers two
or three timee as much as Spaniards
would readily work for.”

The lecturer declared that when the
truth comes to be fully known, it will
be found that the Bpaniards’ total in-
capacity to stand up for any length of
time befote our ships wase largely due

to their ignoramce and inefficlency as’simp]e question of utllity, and elimin-
enginéers, for a modern battleship or ates the issues ralsed on Constitu-
large cruiser is nothing less than a: tional grounds. The matter will be de-
complicated plece of machinery, from clded solely on its own merits. Is it
keel_ to truck, In hull, armament and for the best Interests of the Republic
equipment. It 1s Known that many{to enter the fleld of colonlzation and
foreign engineers have already left|establish itself !n forelgn waters? In
the Spanish mavy, and It may well he Great Britain the question ls now heing
that much of Admiral! Cervera's much- | discussed from a European point of
praised strategy was nothing more|view, and i is urged, with regard to the
than helpless yielding to necessity, and Philippines, that the United States wilt
thiat his success In eluding the Ameri-|do well in Keeping the group of islands,
can fleet was due to the fact that helln order to save Europe from trouble
was niot engaged in war, but in desper-| But even this consideration will not be
ate flights from port to port in search!the deciding one. For although !n the
of engineers able to make repairs. famlily of nations the =stronger ones
necessarily will feel under obligation te

and, though'

POWER OF CONGRESS TO GOVERN.

A recent decision by the TUnited
States clrcult court of appeals at San
Franclsco concerning the government
of Alaska Is taken to be a judicial dec-

laration on the much discussed quea-
tion whether this country can assume
the government of colonles wlithout
violation of the letter or the spirit of
the Constitutlon. The case was Ono
concerning the sale of llquor. Two men
were arrested for violating the law
| prohlbiting such sale. Their defensc
wasg that Congress has no constitution-
al right to impose upon one territory
a law not intended to be hinding upon
other territories as well.

In his decision Judge Morrow de-
fined the general power of Congremss as
regards the government of territories.
He said:

“Phe answer to these and other like
objections urged in the brlef of coun-
gel for defendant is found In the now
well-established do&trine that the ter-
ritories of the Unlted States are entire~
ly subject to the legislative huthority
of Congress. They are not organized
under the Constltution, nor subject to
Ita complex distribution of the powers
of government as the organic law, but
are the creation, exciusively, of the
legislative department, and subject to
its supervision and control. The United
States having rightfully acquired the
territory, and being the only govern-
ment which can impose laws upon
them, have the entire dominion and
sovereignty, natlonal and municipal,
federal and state. Under this fuil and
comprehens!ve authority Congress has
unquestionably the power to exclude
Intoxicating liguors from any or all of
its territories, or limit their sale under
such regulations as it may prescribe.
It may legislate in accordance with the
speclal needs of each locality, and vary
its reguiations to meet the eircum-
stances of the people. Whether the
subject elsewhere would be a matter
of local police regulations or wlthin the
gtate control under some other power,
it ia immaterlal to consider; in a ter-
ritory all the functions of government
are within the legislative jurisdiction
,of Congress, and muay be exerclsed
| through a local government or directly
by =such legislation as we have now
under consideration.”

If this view }a sustained by the bu-
!preme court, it ls olear that there can
be no Constitutional argument against
extending the blessings of American
government to any territory, or race,
over whieh, under the dlrection of
Providence, the Stars =and Btripes
imav be unfurled. If Congress may lea-
i1slate In accordance with the sgpeclal
needs of each locality and vary Its regu-
!lations te meet the circumstances of
| the people, It clearly has the power to
egtablish in lawfully acqulred territory,
a dictatorship or an ollgarchy, not to
| mention imperialism, as it has to pro-
vide for a popular form of government.
All depends upon the condition of the
people in the territory to be governed.
Thie decislon lmits the discusasion
about territorial expansion to the more

help in malntalning peace as far as pos-
s#ible. yet the policy must ultimately be
shaped by a desire to promote the fu-
ture welfare of the people here, not in
Europe. The Alaska decislon Is one
that gives the frlends of the so-called
lt:liew departure pollcy much satistac-
on.

EUROPE'S NEW PROBLEM,

It now appears that a secret under-
standing has existed between Russia
anhd Austria for more than a year, or
since the visit of the Emperor Francis

Joapeh to St. Peteraburg in Aprll 1897,
according to which the Balkan states,
Roumania, Servia, Bulgaria, Monte-
negro and Turkey, are divided into
"spheres of influence” over which the
two emperors have agreed to main-
taln peace and the status quo. A Ger-
man *“zeltung” explalns that It |a not
a political agrecment but merely a
‘‘state treaty’’ signed by the emperors
and countersigned by the foreign min-
istern. By Its terms the Balkan penin-
sula ias divided into two spheres of in-
fluence, each of which contains an in-
ner sphere and a wider one. BServia
belongs to Austria’s inmer sphere and
a large part of Macedonia falls in her
outer sphere. Bulgaria is Russia‘s inner
¢ircle and the outer one comprisas Eu-
ropean Turkey east of Austria’s sphere.
The two emperors, it is sald, have
agreed that no warlike complications
occur in thelr spheres, and that no
agitations affectlng Turkey, and thus
threatening peace, shall emanate from
Servia or Bulgaria. To gain thils end
each of the two states will Intervene
in Its own sphere with or without
previous agreement. Should friendly
Intervention prove futile, and Servia or
Bulgarin wish to bring on war, the
gtate to whose sphere the peace-brenler
belongs wlll be entitled to Intervene in
ATmMA.

If the report may be relied upon ihat
such a secret treaty exists, it# publi-
catlon at this time may be regarded of
the utmost importance. It s nothing:
legs than a notlee to Europe of the ul-
timate intention of Russia and Austria
to settle the Turkish question withont
reference to the interests of the other
powers generally regarded as members
of the European concert. The ostensible
object of the alleged compact Is, as
gtated, to maintaln peace and the
status quo, but it also provides that In
case of war in the Balkan states, it
shall be the duty of Ruasla, or Austria,
to intervene, each in her own aphere
of Influence, and it can hardly be
doubted that the result of such iInter-
vention will be in the intereat of an-
nexation In one form or another, It is
really a secrei treaty for the ultimate
diviston of Turkey,

In Great Britajn the alleged treaty is
not looked upon In a favorable light.
It is helieved to be n declaration of the
Intention of the emperors to exclude
England from the settlement of the
santern question. and that country
therpfore is confronted by a serlous
problem. The British government can-
not rerognize Rursian Influence in
Conrtantinople. but by what means can
it be prevented from making ftself



