
THE DESERET WEEKLY n
will then the habitual disuse of the
lower extremities tend to a physical
degeneration in the civilized races by
which they in muscular development
and form williwill approach the
and the orang boutang that is the
serious questiontion raised perhaps reli-
able statistics gathered from the vari-
ous recruiting stations would aid in a
rational understanding of it it is notnat
impossible that modernmodem civilization is
confronted by a problem which the
growing interest in various outdoor
games and in physical culture has not
been able to solve if so the sooner
that fact is understood the better
improvements in the system orfof the
training of the young may be needed
to meet the changeddhan ged conditions that
hawehave arisenalisen as a result of the progress
of civilization

NOT MUCH NEWS

there s not much to say regarding
the war today for the reason that there
is not much war going on A few de-
sultorybulto ry skirmishes or it may prove to

L have been but one skirmish
reported have taken place on cuban
soli itif the reports are correct but that
they are seldom so is at last painfully
apparent and dispatches purporting to
conaecome or actually coming from the front
axeare received with many degrees of in-
credulity the navy seems to be practi-
cally inert and the whole situation is
to those who desire a vigorous prosecu-
tion of the war at least not at all en-
couragingcou raging

to add to this unpleasant situation
the vacillating course which the armyarm y
of invasion is made to pursue may be
mentioned one day the forces have
embarked the next they have not now
they axeare fully prepared again they
have nothing in readiness yesterday
morning came the information that
the whole troop was under way having
left early in the morning and today
we are advised that this is not true
if this latter is designed for the pur-
pose of a blind for the spaniards as
may be the case its propriety is

questionable americans cannot
afford to adopt spanish tactics even to
lightfight the spanish with

it tois not at present Troprobablebable that the
news for a day or two will be of ab-
sorbing interest but this is by no
meansmeane certain sampson tois at his post
and may accomplish a grand coup at
almost any time still the last advicesadvisesadvices
regarding himbim which were from a
british source were not at all reassur-
ing we will have to wait and see

we shall see

SPANIARDS AS

the new york times says the span

lards always iwere bad sailors and the
change in naval methods hashaa increased

interiority on the sea this
source otof weakness was emphasized in
a lecture by josephjoeeph FL oldham before

g aclusa club of civil engineers he saidmid
gj
CZ the Spanspaniardslards do not make practi-

calF
I1 engineers for several years I1 wasra

I1 assistant toito the chief engineer of three
lines of spanishish steamers and though
anall the ofilofficerscers and trew were span-
iardsbards the whole engine depadepartment
was managed and worked by british
engineers and as people of na-
tionality

n-
ajjtionality are not loved by the span
burds lit may be accepteda as proof pos-
itive that they are incapable of man-
aging their own machinery or they
W never pay scotch engineers two
or climes as much as Spaspaniardsards

Z aydboum readily work torfor
1 the lecturertecJed declared that when the

cornea ta be fully known it will
be soundfound that the spaniardsarda total in

to stand uptip torfor any length of
ahne before our ships waswaa due

itto theirthe ignorance and inefficiency as
engineers for a modern battleship or
large cruiser is nothing less than a
complicated piece of machinery from
keel to truck in hull amnaarmamentment and
equipment itbt is known that many
foreign engineers have already left
the spanish navy and it may well be
that much otof admiral cervensCerv verasems much
praised strategy was nothing more
than helpless yielding to necessity and
khlat his success in eluding the amerlameri-
can fleet was due to the fact that heedelppwas not engaged in war but in desper-
ate flights from portpart to port in search
of engineers able to make repairs

POWER OF CONGRESS TO GOVERN

A recent decision by the united
states circuit court of appeals at san
francisco concerning the government
of alaska is taken to be a judicial dec-
larationla on the much discussed ques-
tion whether this country can assume
the government of colonies without
violation of the letter or the spirit of
the constitution the case was one
concerning the sale of liquor two men
were arrested torfor violating the law
prohibiting such sale their defense
was that congress has no constitution-
al right to impose upon one territory
a law not intended to be binding upon
other territories as well

in his decision judge morrow de
fined the general power of Concongressgrews as
regards the government of territories
he said

the answer to these and other like
objections urged in the brief of coun-
sel torfor defendantdefenfant is found in the now
well established dofdoctrinetrine that the ter-
ritoriesri of the united states are entire-
ly subject to the legislative authorityhuthority
of congress they are not organized
under the constitution nor subject to
itsita cimplcomplexex distribution of the powers
of government as the organic law but
are the creation exclusively of the
legislative department and subject to
its supervision and control the united
states having rightfully acquired the
territory and being the only govern-
ment which can impose laws upon
them have the entire dominion and
sovereignty national and murmunicipalil cipal
federal and state under this full and
comprehensive authority congress has
unquestionably the power to exclude
intoxicating liquors from any or all of
its territoriesterritories or limit their sale under
such regulations as it may prescribe
it may legislate in accordance with the
special needs of each locality and vary

I1 its regulations to meet the circum-
stances of the people whether the

I1 subject elsewhere would be a matter
of local police regulations or within the
state control under some other power
it is immaterial to consider in a ter-
ritory all the functionsfictionsfu of government
are within the legislative jurisdiction
of congress and may be exercised
through a local government or diorecdirectlyaly
by such legislation as we have now
under consideration

if this view is sustained by the bu
preme court it is dearclear that there can
be no constitutional argument against
extending the blessings of american
government to any territory or race
over which under the direction of
providence the stars and stripes
may be unfurled if congress may leg-
islate in accordance with the special
needs of each loclocalityallty and vary its regu-
lations to meet the circumstances of
the people it clearly has the power to
establish in lawfully acquired territory
a dictatorship or an oligarchy not to

imperialism as it has to pro-
vide for a popular form of government
all depends upon the condition of the
people in the territory to be governed

this decision limits the discussiondiscuseion
about territorial expansion to the more

simple question of utility and elimin-
ates the issues raised on constitu-
tionali grounds the matter will be de-
cided solely on its own merits Is it
for the best interests of the republic
to enter the field of colonization and
establish itself in foreign waters ingreat britain the question is now being
discussed from a european point of
view and it is urged with regard to the
philippines that the united states will
do well in keeping the group of islands
I1inn ororderder to save europe from trouble
but even this consideration will not be
the deciding one for althoughalthoush in the
family of nations the stronger ones
necessarily will feel under obligation to
help in maintaining peace as far as pos-
sible yet the policy must ultimately be
shaped by a desire to promote the fu-ture welfare of the people here not ineurope the alaska decision is one
that gives the friends of the so called
new departure policy much
tion

NEW PROBLEM

it now appears that a secret eulnunder-
standing

e
has existed between russia

and austria torfor more thinthan a year or
since the visit of the emperor francis
jospeh to st petersburg in april 18971807
according to which the balkan states
roumaniaRoumanlanania servia bulgaria monte-
negro and turkey are divided into

spheres of influence over which the
two emperors have agreed to main-
tain peace and the status quo agerA ger-
man explains that it Is not
a political agreement but merely a
state treaty signed by the emperors

and countersignedcounter signed by the foreign min-
isters by its terms the balkan penin-
sula isin divided into two spheres of in-
fluence each of which contains 9anainin-
ner sphere and a wider one serviaeirisbelongs to Aus inner sphere and
a large part of macedonia falls in her
outer sphere bulgaria is Rus sias inner
circle and the outer one comprises eu-
ropean turkey east of austrasAus sphere
the two emperors it is said havehae
agreed that no warlike complications
occur in their spheres and that nt
agitations affecting turkey and thusdius
threatening peace shall emanate from
servia or bulgaria to gain this ead
each of the two states will intervene
in its own sphere with or w
previous agreement should friendly
intervention prove futile and serela or
bulgaria wish to bring on war the
state to whose sphere the peace breaker
belongs will be entitled to intervene th
arms I1
itif the report may be relied upon thathat

such a secret treaty existsexistsItslie publi-
cation at this time may be regarded of
the utmost importance it is nothing

I1 less than a notice to europe of thetheaal
dimate intention of russia and austria
to settle the turkish quesquestiontiow
reference to tiethe interests of theilie other
powers generally regarded as merdmembers
of the european concert the boitenostensiblewe
object of the alleged compact tola USat
stated to maintainmaintkin peace and tbthe
status quo but it also providesstalestthatat tola
case of war in the balkan stater it
shall be the duty of russia or austria
to intervene each in nether 0own sphere
of influence and it can hardly toebe
doubted that the result of such inter-
vention will be in the interest of aan-
nexation in one form or another it Is
really a searfsecrett treaty for the ultimate
didivisionaslon of turkey

in great britain the alleged treaty la18

not looked upon in a favorable light
it is believed to be a of the
intention of the emperaempe royaarsyrs to iscolexcludeutze
england from the settlement of tthe
eastern question and that ccountry
thereforetheretore is ted by a arlouablobs
problem the british government can-
not recognize RuerussianelaiR influencee in j

but by what means tancan
it be prevented from making itself
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