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In arising to address you this after-

noon I sincerely desire an interest in
. rayers. I feel that I would
l;:_aotuhrerp sl{ and listen to others gpeak

ttempt to do 20 myself; but
f?ﬁﬂstﬂefn some time since I have met
with the Salnts in this Tabernacle. I
have attended conferences in other
places when I have been in the State,
but have had few opportunities of
meeting with you in this city.
There is a wide range of subjects
hich to address the Latter-day

gﬁfﬁtf but to edify and to instruct
we should have the presence and the

ce of the Spirit of God. We
u know, from nearlg;‘ lldll
le in respect to our methods
g:’beieﬁﬁ(},ﬁng. It would he very con-
traj')y to our custom and to the com-
mand of the Lord for a man to come
into our meetings as minister of the
word of God with a written sermon or
a Qiscourse throughout and prepared
heforehand to deliver to the people, We
commanded of the Lord to ponder

ik His word, to have it In our
Eggfm and to trust to Him to glve us
that which should be delivered to the
people. Through this practice the
Gospel has been wvreached by the
Elders of our Church throughout
all their extended fields of labor, The
Latter-day Saints have been led in
thelr mOVements by Instruc-

asgsistan :
differ, as Y©

all
livered in this manner,
;i-,?ﬁ's mge resuits have been of n..
t gratitylng and satisfactory
::?&sracter. ¥n times of trouble, when

n Involved in Aifficultizs

w:d he:‘\'r?r(:)ne:d by trials, it has been a
;reat consolation to the people to have
the word of God delivered to them un-
der the present and immediate inspir-

. ation of the Almlighty. Y

The career of this Church has been
a most remarkabie one. Nn people, I
suppose, have had auch a checkered
career, or have passad through such
vicissitudes. There have Dbean many
times in our history when It has
seemed as though we would he over-
whelmed and destroyed. We have had
to face a great many serious and men-
aeine difficulties, and it ha's regulred
something more than man's visdam,
semething more than the learning aof
the schools, to guide the peopi? under
sueh clrcumstances, to counsel them,
t> comfort them, and to glve theni
that light which they stood ia nesl n{.
It 1s a consolation today to look bhack
15 the years that are past and o real-
jze that at no time, and uniler no cir-
cumstance, however adverse u_nd men-
acing, has there been any laric af the
Spirit to guide, to instruet, to'warn.
and to comfort the people. This =
wuT »» nsolation, aal In this, I way ray.
ooMrEts our strength as a people. M
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this Churehh had be:: led by man’s
vigdem, by so-callerl learned 1men,
whese chief and only yualificatiop was
thelr learning, shrewdnazy and knowl-
edge pgained from earthly sources, it
welld have heen easy in the seariy
days to foretell what our fate would
ba. Man's wisdom would have hesn
insuffcient to cope suswessfully wirh
the evilz that we had to meet and the
threatening &nd Qangervdus  zircum-
starcen through which we  padsed,
When all before us has been dark,
when not a glimmer of lizht has shine
upen our pathway, when nothing but
the light of God c¢ould point out the
way in which we should walk in order
to excape the evils by whicn we weore
surrcunded, God has given unto us
that inspiration and light which were
necestary to comfort and relleve us.
Th.s has not been the case only vnce ur
twice, or a few times; it has been the
case from the day when this work was
founded by the power of God sixty-
seveén yYears ago until this day,

. The history of this people called Lat-
ter-day Salots s in many respects a
marvelous one. Characterized as it
has been by the exhibitlon of great
unfon, it is in every aspect very re-
markable. View it from every stapd-
point and It stands out clear, unique,
and, it may be said, phenomenal, There
iz no organization that I know any-
thing about that is llke it. As one of
the Prophets of old said, In speaking
about the work 6f God In the last days,
it is “a marvelous work and a wonder.”'
It possesses features that are not seen
elsewhere In a combined form. There
are Individual features perhaps which
other organizations possess, but no or-
gfanization possesses such a combina-
tlon of features in perfection as does
this work. This work which God has
entrusted to us is the fac-simlle of that
work which our Lord and Savior
founded when He was upon the earth.
I cannot think of any feature that that
work possessed, or that that dispensa-
tlon was endowed with, that has not
its parallel among us. It is this that
causes my heat to rejolce in being a
Latter-day Saint, and living in an age
like the present. When I think of the
work that our BSavior founded; when
I think of the commandments that He
gave; when I think of the power which
He bestowed, and look around for {t
among men, I find it only among the
people and in the Church of which I
am a member,

It this congregation of people were
to be transported Into the presence of
those who embraced the truth wunder
the preaching of the Son of God and
His Aposties, we would tind that their
experience, their belief,' their hopes
their faith, their power, would not he
anything that would startle us, except
perhaps in the wonderful increase and
progress made by them. We could talk
with them understandingly, It s a
pleasing thought to reflect upon that
when we meet our Lord and Savior we
have reason to believe our earthly ex-

perience will have been something’
simllar to Hlis, He WAaB per-
secuted, He was hated, His
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name was cast out as evll, He was
martyred. Individually and collective-
ly, we have had a similar experience,
except that we have not all been mar-
tyred, though many of our number
have had to lay down their lives, It
18 a strange thing to tell, an almost
incredible statement, that §n this nine-
tenth coentury men have been mar-
tyred for their belief in the Lord Jesus
Christ and in the Gospel! Yet this
is true. It is a strange thing to tell
that men and women by the thousands
have been driven from their homes,
have been robbed and plundered, have
been stripped of their possessions,
have been =slain, and have had all
manner of evil saill of them, and all
because they believed In Jesus Christ
and in His Gospel! This would almost
be iIncredihle if it were not known
and could not be easily substantiated.

Now, It is a consolatlon to know
that we are striving to attaln to the
very objects and biessinga that our
Lord and Savior and His disciples
taught as essenttal. Men say.

“You Mormons are mistaken. These
things are done away with. They be-
long to another age. You are making
# great blunder In contending for the
faith that was once dellvered to the
Saints. When you say yolu desire rev-
elatlons, we tell you that God has
ceased to communicate with man, and
revelation has ceased, When you say
you are contending for the gifts that
were once enjoyed In the ancient
Church, and that you believe these
things can be cobtained In our day,
we tell youn that you are mistaken,
because hundreds and hundreds of
vears have passed and they have not
been witnessed, neither have they been
in possession of men. Therefore they
are done away with, and it is a delu-
sion for you to fmagine that these
miraculous glfts are to be obtained in
our day. When you lay hands on the
slek and anoint them with oil, as the
Apostie James said was done in his
day, you are indulging in a species of
mummery. It 1s heathenish, obsolete,
The day is past for such things as
these.”

Such statements as these are made
to us and published about us,
and our Elders have to meet them
in preaching the Gospel to the world.
When they preach the doctrines of
the New Testament they are met
with this kind of talk. It is a consola-
tion to us. however, to know that if
we are In error, which I know and
you know we are not, we are at
least try$=— to walk in the path that
the Savilor marked out. What harm
is there in the Elders of this Church
golng out and preaching without
purse and scrip? They do It; they
have done it. It has been the prac-
tice in the Church from the beginning.

*Ah.” says one, *“that is past; that
practlce might do in the days of the
Apostles, but It is unsuited to our
tlme; It §s not consistent with our
methods, and it comea in confilet with
our jdeas of what preachers of the
Gospel should be. We beliave that
men should receive salarles. We be-



