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la arising to address you this atterafter
afoon 1 sincerely desire an interest in
ww prayers I1 feel that I1 would

sit and listen to others speak
a to attempt to do so myself but

joaa been some time since I1 have met
i the saints in this tabernacle I1
e attended conferences in other

s when I1 11havee been in the state
hhavee had few opportunities oiof

tineing with you lnin this city
ere is a wide range of subjects

an which to address the latter day
tats but to edify and to instruct
should have the presence and the

rietance of the spirit of god we
eer as you know from nearly all
ar peopleale in respect to our methods

ing it would be very con

to our custom and to the comtry
kl of the lord torfor a man to come
our meetings as a minister of the
i of god with a written sermon or

out and preparedurse throughthroughout
nd to deliver to the people we

Eo

cominmended of the lord to ponder
his word to have it in ouron
and to trutrustst to him to give usts

whichich should be delivered to the
de through this prazepracticetice the
el
e

hbaa been iDpreachedreached by the
of0 our church throughoutfiers

ir extended fields of labor the
saints have been led inater day

their movements by instruc-
ts delivereddollieled in this manner
ithethe results have been of a

gratifying and satisfactoryat of trouble whenin timesfacterterer involved in difficultiesbeenhavee
S environed by trials it has been a
at consolation to the people to have
wordd of god delivered to them un

taete present and immediate inspire

of the almighty
creercareer of this church has been
t remarkable one no people I1
se have had suchauch a checkered

ar ar have passed through suchstich
adeotudes there have been many

in our history when it hashaa
1 as though we would be over
bcd and destroyed we have had
a great many serious and inen

ultimo and it has required
thingbing
fc

more than mans risdOrri

bing more than the learning of
pach Is to guide the people under

F to counsel themt reum stances
fortort them and to give them

t which they stood in neetneed of
i- ft consolation today to look back

yearsojars tathat are past and to real
tatt at no timee and anlerun ier no cir-
ice however adverse and men
tas there been any lairlackk otat thith
juideXu deide to instruct to warn
toncomfortfort the people this isin I1

lolatlon ana in thisMs I1 maymav saalxa

oar strength asac a w 4 jile if

this church had boibei led by mans
virom by so calel learned nicci
vhf E c chief and only qualificationT was
their learning shrewd tuiss and knowknowl-
edge gained from earthly sources it

1clad have been easy in thehp
days to foretell what our fate gouidwould

wisdom would have been
insufficient to cope susuccessce fullycully with
the evils that we had to meet and the
threatening and dangerous arcuni
sterces through which we passed
when all before us liashas been dark
when not a glimmer of light has ahrne
upon our pathway when nothing but
the light of god could point out the
way in which we should walk in order
to escape the evils by which we were
surrounded god has given unto us
that inspiration and light which were
keces ary to comfort and relieve us

has not been the case only once or
twice or a few times itt hashag been the
case from the day when this work was
founded by the power of god sixty
seven years ago until this day

the history of this people called latter day saints is in many respects a
marvelous one characterized as it
has been by the exhibition of great
union it is in every aspect very te-
mar

re-
markablekable view it from every stand-
point and it stands out clear unique
and it may be said phenomenal there
is no organization that I1 know any-
thing about that is like it As one of
the prophets of old said in speaking
about the work af god in the last days
it is a marvelous work and a wonder
it possesses features that are not seen
elsewhere in a combined form there
are individual features perhaps which
other organizations possess but no or-
ganization possesses such a combina-
tion of features in perfection as does
this work this work which god has
entrusted to us tois the facsimilefac simile of that
work alch our lord and savior
founded when he was upon the earth
I1 cannot think of any feature that that
work possespossessedseo or that that dispensa-
tion was endoendowedwed with that has not
its parallel among us it is this thatcauses my heat to rejoice in being a
latter day saint and living in an age
like the present when I1 think of the
work that our savior founded when
I1 think of the commandments that hegave when I1 think of the power which
he bestowed and look around for it
among men I1 find it only among the
people and in the church of which I1
am a member

if this congregation of people were
to be transported into the presence of
those who embraced the truth under
the preaching of the son of god and
his apostles we would find that their
experience their belief their hopes
their faith their power would not be
anything that would startle us except
perhaps in the wonderful increase andprogress made by them we could talk
with them understandingly it is a
pleasing thought to reflect upon that
when we meet our lord and savior we
have reason to believe our earthly ex-
perienceperi ence will have been something
similar to his he was per-
secuted he was hated his

name was cast out as evil he was
martyredmarty red individually and collective-ly we have had a similar experience
except that we have not all been mar
byred though many of our number
have had to lay down their lives it f

is a strange thing to tell an almostincredible statement that in this ninetenth century anen have been mar
byred for their belief in the lord jesus
christ and in the gospel yet thisis true it is a strange thing to tell
that men and women by the thousands
have been driven from their homes
have been robbed and plundered have
been stripped of their possessions
have been slain and have had allmanner of evil said of them and all
because they believed in jesus christ
and in his gospel this would almost
be incredible if it were not known
and could not be easily substantiated

now it is a consolation to know
that we are striving to attain to thevery objects and blessings that our
lord and savior and his disciples
taught as essential men say

you mormonscormons are mistaken thesethings are done away with they be-
long to another age you are making
a great blunder in contending for the
faith that was once delivered to the
saints when you say you desire rev-
elationselations we tell you that god has
ceased to communicate with man and
revelation has ceased when you say
you are contending for the gifts that
were once enjoyed in the ancient
church and that you believe these
things can be obtained in our day
we tell you that you are mistaken
because hundreds and hundreds of
years have passed and they have not
been witnessed neither have they been
in possession of men therefore they
are done away with and it is a delu-
sion for you to imagine that these
miraculous gifts are to be obtained in
our day when you lay hands on thapth
sick and anoint them with oil as the
apostle james said was done in his
day you axeare indulging in a species of
mummery it is heathenish obsolete
the day is past for such things as
these

such statements as these are made
to us and published about us
and our elders have to meet them
in preaching the gospel to the world
when they preach the doctrines of
the new testament they are met
with this kind of talk it is a consola-
tion to us however to know that itif
we are thin error which I1 know and
you know we are not we axleare at
least try to walk in the path that
the savior marked out what harm
Is there in the elders of this church
going out and preaching without v

pursepurge and scrip they do it they
have done it it has been the
tice in the church from the beginning

ah says one that is past that
practice might do in the ddaysays of the
apostles but it is unsuited to our
time it is not consistent with our
methods and it comes in conflict with
our ideas of what preachpreacherserh of the
gospel should be we bellevebelieve that
men should receive salaries we be


