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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

FAITH AND RESPONSIBILITY.

The “News™ i3 In receipt of Mr.
Dwight H. Olmstead’s pamphlet on
“Protestant Faith or Salvatlon by Re-

Udet,”” a brief reference to which has
been made previously ln these columns.
It 1s a philosophlcal treatise, very read-
able, dealing with a much discusgsed
qgueation of the true relation between
falth and salvation. The author main-
tains in the first place that the hope
of salvation is no proper incentive to
duty; In fact, virtue is no virtue if it
does not disregard expediency. In the
second place, he argues that all be-
Hef is involuntary, and that, conse-
qitently, no one can be held responsible
for his unbelicf or expect reward for
hiz particular belief. The questions
are of interest because of thelr hear-
inz upon revealed truth.

As to the first of these propositions
1t s sufficient to say that the highest
ideal, no doubt, is that which sees in
virtue Itself the motive for devotion to
it." Do right, because it iz right. is
sufficient for all morally perfect beings,
but the fact ia that religion appeals to
beings naturally inclined to ‘love
darkness more than light,” Its pur-
pose, therefore, is not merely to point
oit what I8 right, but to prove why
and to Bupply the regenerating force
that enables man to do right. With
this in view it explains the conse-
quences of wrong-doing and well-do-
ing, appeals t0 men to turn from sin,
in order to escape “the wrath to come”
and points out how to obtain the power
to perform righteousness. Religion
deals with human belngs on the lines
followed by all practical instruction of
ratlonal persons. By explaining the
results of transgression and its opposite
it furnishes the reason for the exist-
ence of the laws to be observed, giving
the strongest possible force to Ats ap-.
peal for unselfish virtue. In fact, the
world has mnever produced any in-
stances of self-sacrifice and God-like
devotion to duty for {ts own sake, Bur-
paseing those of believers in Christ
Jenus. There I8 not the slightest ground
for the intimation that true religion
fosters a moralily which must break
down under the power of temptation, 0n
the contrary, it makes a man "sound
at hear!” and therefore strong. It
saves him from 'sin” and not merely
from its consequences,

The second proposition that faith or
bellef is Involuntary and therefore car-
rlea! with 1t no responsibility is at

variance both with the Scriptures
and phiiosophy. it is readily
ddmitted that we are responsible

only for that which is voluntary, but
the unbellet that condemne 18 not a
result of lack of evidence, or Inabllity
to judge about the evidence presented,
but of o refusal to glve attentlon to
such abundant evidence. This is the
condemnation, that the light has been

glven, but people prefer darkness to|

light. on account of their love for that

which is evil. It is an established fact |

that both faith and affectlon are in-

fluenced by examining truth and
hy communion with the objects
that deserve and ¢laim our
admiration and love. It we

neglect this, and as a consequence re-
maln In unbelief, this unbeliet I8 justly
counted against us. The Scriptures

represent that the humble. prayerful

attentlon to the testimony of the Gos-
pel is a gift of the Holy S8pirit; that
a clearer understanding of the truth
follows and that the ultimate result is
holy affection for things divine, and
that these gifta are withheld only when
voluntarily rejected, in consequence of
a preference for error. To say, then,

‘recently.

that faith is involuntary is only partly
correct, and therefore not correct at all
It is voluntary from the moment man
is placed In a posltion to accept it, or
reject it.

There would be less doubt on thls
subject, perhaps, were the true nature
of faith, rs met forth In sacred writ,
better understood. Many authors see no
more in it than a credence or assent
to a doctrine, antecedent to an effort on
the part of the bellever to do right
as near as he can. But it 1= wvastly
more than this. It 1= first of all a
personal reliance on the Deity; the ac-
ceptance by the awakened soul of the
¥lder Brother, as the Medlator. the
Surety of the new covenant. It is o
bond of union between man and the
Captain of his salvation, and its re-
gults are holy motives that have a
bearing on all our acts and habits. Un-
derstood in this light, the question of
regponsibility for faith must be dis-
cussed on other grounds than those pre-
sented by Mr. Olmstead and the school
of phliosophers he represents.

CALLED BACK TO LIFE,

A strange story is related in the Buf-
falo Times concerning what appears to
be the resurrection of a dead person.

A young man, William Graham, Hving.
in the southern part of Santa Monicu,
Cal., apparently dled of consumption
He had been ill for months,
and at last expired in the presence ot
many friends and his weeping wife. An
undertaker was called to prepare the
hody for its last resting place and the
widow was led away from the room in
agony and grief. Soon, however, she
tore herself from her friends and
rushed back inte the death chamber.
Here she threw herself on the corpse
and called in a voice full of agony to
her loved one to return. There was a
slight tremor in the body. The watch-
ers noticed it and so did Mrs. Graham.
She rubbed the face and limbs and
within an hour the man had recovered
sufficiently to speal.

The paper states that there were In
the room people of wide experience
who declared that the man was dead,
and Willlam Graham himse!f says that
he went out of life and journeyed into
another country, one that was far more
beautiful than this. He believes he
was jn heaven, heard wonderful stralns
of music and saw angels.

The narrative reminds in zome par-
ticulars of the beautiful story of the
resurrectlon of the son of the Shunam-
mite by Ellsha. In this instance it is
stated:

““And he went up, and lay upon the
chlld, and put hls mouth upon hijs
mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and
his hands Upon his hands: and he
stretched himself upon the chlld; and
the flesh of the child waxed warm.”

Skeptical persone sometimes ask why
does not the Almighty permit people
to return from the other side and bear
testimony to the fact of a life after
this and the conditions of such a lite?
The objection was met by our Lord,
who stated that if they do not believe
the Seriptures: neither wlil they be-
lieve the statements of a person risen
from the dead, There Is a natural
reason for this. The actual status of
a life beyond probably is so different
in every respect to the preconceived
notions of men, that a testimony from
that worid generally would be consld-
ered incredible. The value to skeptles
of such evidence has repeatedly been

,demonstrated. In the case of the incl-

dents recorded in the Bible, the reply

always ls that they are mere fables,
poetlc fiction at most; possible modern
elaims to miraculous rescue from death
are silenced by the explanation that it
wae not death, only “suspended anima-
tion.” Miraculous evidence for Immox-~
tality always was of more value to
believers than to skeptics.

WHEN DOES THE CENTURY BEGINT

An exchange regards It as a mysteri-
ous peculiarity of the human mind
that so much uhcertainty exlsts re-

garding the true beginning of the
twentjeth century. There is  prob-
ably not a newspaper in the country
that does not at regular Intervals re-
celve a well worded request to "Kindly
publish in your valuable paper the
date of the commencement of the next
century,”’ and some periodicals find it
necessary to publish _the proper reply
to this question every week. In the
same way, In any company of Persons
there are almost sure to be some who
will argue that the next century be-
zins on the firast of January, 1900.

There can he no doubt upon this
point. The first century commenced
with the year 1 and ended with the
year 100; the next century began with
the yvear 101 and ended with 200, anq
in analogy with this the nineteenth
century ends with the year 1300 anpgd
the next commences with 1901. If ocu-
lar demonstration is needed, the in.
quirer might arrange two thousand
marbles or beads, or silver dollars ijf
they should happen to be more handy,
in twenty piles, one hundred in each,
and he would find that it would not oc-
cur to him in counting them, to begip
the twentieth pile with the last dellar
or marble of the nineteenth pile. It in’
snly in' counting years and centurles
that this to some occurs as the correeg
proceeding. :

The reason i probably to seek {pn
the fact that the years between 1808
aind 1900 are the pineteenth century,
and since all the years commencing
with 18 (except the first) belong to the
nineteenth pile. It appears plausible
that all the years that begin with a 1
should be classed in the twentieth.
, There i8 where the confusion arises,
and not in any¥ peculiarity in the men-
tal make-up of man. One moment's
reflection is sufficlent to convince any
sne that, since It takes 100 yeara to
| somplete a century, the present cen-
tury cannot expite and the next can-
not begin, until the last day of the year
1960 has passed away.

CURE FOR FPOVERTY.

A contributor to the Century, dis-
cussing the causes of poverty, pointa
out that the chief of these Is estab-

lishéd by nature, which makes "bread
s0 dear and flesh and blood 80 cheap,**
that is, which makes the sustenance of
Hfe generally spealdng dependent on
'one continual struggle. Nature ang
not society, he thinks, is responsible
for the misery of human beings. An-
other - cause 8 the vart improvements
in the methods of production. The
world has not vet learnt to avold the
alternative of highly stimulated angd
deeply depressed industry. Perlods of
activity and stagnation altermate and
the producers who are limited to trade
and place suffer, Another cause jg
found in the bad habits of the working
men. It has been calculated that not
lesg than a hundred million pounds are
annunlly wasted, or worse than wasted,
by the laboring classes of Great
Rritain. The author concludes that
the proper remedy is practical edu-
catlon and that time alone can remedy
the evil complained of. And in the
meantime phllanthropy must continue
its noble work of alleviating the suffer-



